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Norms reference data: Indicates which NWEA norming 
study your report data draws upon.

Weeks of instruction: The number of instructional 
weeks before testing, as set by your school or district 
administrator.

Small group display: Summary groups of fewer than 10 
students will display when you select this option while 
generating reports.

Mean RIT score: The group’s average score for the subject 
in the given term.

Median RIT: The group’s middle score for the subject in 
the given term if individual scores were ordered from 
lowest to highest.

Standard deviation: Indicates academic diversity of 
a group of students. The lower the number, the more 
students are alike (zero would mean all scores are the 
same). The higher the number, the greater the diversity in 
this group.

Sampling error: An estimate of the amount of error in 
an aggregate statistic (commonly the mean) attributed 
to calculating the statistic on a population sample rather 
than on the entire population. The larger the group, the 
lower the sampling error.

Instructional area: A learning area (e.g., geometry) 
within a subject (e.g., math). On the Class Breakdown by 
Instructional Area report, click the instructional area to 
access the Learning Continuum Class View.
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Standard error of measurement or error margin: 
An estimate of the amount of error in an individual’s 
observed achievement score. The smaller the standard 
error, the more precise the achievement estimate.

Instructional area: A learning area (e.g., geometry) 
within a subject (e.g., math). On the Class Breakdown by 
Instructional Area report, click the instructional area to 
access the Learning Continuum Class View.

RIT score range: A range of RIT scores defined by the 
student’s RIT score plus and minus one standard error of 
measurement. If the student took the test again relatively 
soon, you could expect their score to fall within this range 
about 68% of the time.

Percentile: The percentage of students in the NWEA 
national norm sample for a grade and subject area that a 
given student’s score (or group of students’ mean score) 
equaled or exceeded. Percentile range is computed by 
identifying the percentile ranks of the low and high ends 
of the RIT score range (see annotation 13).

Lexile®/Lexile range: Lexile reading range is the range 
of texts a student is likely to comprehend when reading 
independently. The student may require increased 
instructional support to comprehend text at higher ranges.

Instructional area score: The student’s performance 
in the instructional area tested. Most reports show 
instructional area scores as RIT score ranges (e.g., 187–
199). The Student Profile report shows the midpoint of the 
student’s RIT score range. Class Breakdown reports sort 
students into 10-point RIT bands, based on the midpoint 
of their instructional area RIT score range.

Tips and tricks
Test duration: While this report only lists test durations of 
60 minutes, this column of data will show actual time-on-
test for your students. You will see a range of numbers 
here, usually between 40–60 minutes. Here is a blog post 
on the topic: “How long is too long to spend on the MAP 
Growth assessment?”

Viewing options: This report has an option to show RIT 
score ranges (e.g., 185–194) instead of descriptors (e.g., 
Low, LoAvg, etc.) for each instructional area.

When the report is generated using RIT score ranges, you 
will be able to see the areas of relative strength in bold 
(see annotation 16), and the suggested area of focus in 
italics (see annotation 17). 
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