
105 Topics for a Persuasive Speech 

Arts/Culture 

 Should art and music therapy be covered by health insurance? 

 Should all students be required to learn an instrument in school? 

 Should all national museums be free to citizens? 

 Should graffiti be considered art? 

 Should offensive language be removed from works of classic literature? 

 Are paper books better than e-books? 

 

Economic 

 Should all interns be paid for their work? 

 Should employees receive bonuses for walking or biking to work? 

 Will Brexit hurt or help the UK's economy? 

 Should all people over the age of 65 be able to ride the bus for free? 

 Should the federal minimum wage be increased? 

 Should tipping in restaurants be mandatory? 

 Should Black Friday sales be allowed to start on Thanksgiving? 

 

Education 

 Should students who bully others be expelled? 

 Should all schools require students wear uniforms? 

 Should boys and girls be taught in separate classrooms? 

 Should students be allowed to listen to music during study hall? 

 Should all elementary schools be required to teach a foreign language? 

 Should schools include meditation or relaxation breaks during the day? 

 Should grades in gym class affect students' GPAs? 

 Should teachers get a bonus when their students score well on standardized tests? 

 Should children of undocumented immigrants be allowed to attend public schools? 

 Should students get paid for getting a certain GPA? 

 Should students be allowed to have their cell phones with them during school? 

 Should high school students be allowed to leave school during lunch breaks? 

 Should Greek life at colleges be abolished? 

 Should high school students be required to volunteer a certain number of hours before 

they can graduate? 

 Should schools still teach cursive handwriting? 

 What are the best ways for schools to stop bullying? 



Ethics 

 Should prostitution be legalized? 

 Should people with more than one DUI lose their driver's license? 

 Should people be required to shovel snow from the sidewalks in front of their house? 

 Should minors be able to drink alcohol in their home if they have their parent's 

consent? 

 Should guns be allowed on college campuses? 

 Should flag burning as a form of protest be illegal? 

 Should welfare recipients be required to pass a drug test? 

 Should white supremacist groups be allowed to hold rallies in public places? 

 Should assault weapons be illegal? 

 Should the death penalty be abolished? 

 Should beauty pageants for children be banned? 

 Is it OK to refuse to serve same-sex couples based on religious beliefs? 

 Should transgender people be allowed to serve in the military? 

 Is it better to live together before marriage or to wait? 

 Should affirmative action be allowed? 

 Should prisoners be allowed to vote? 

 Should Columbus Day be replaced with Indigenous Peoples' Day? 

 

Government/Politics 

 Should the government spend more money on developing high-speed rail lines and 

less on building new roads? 

 Should the government be allowed to censor internet content deemed inappropriate? 

 Should Puerto Rico become the 51st state? 

 Should Scotland declare independence from the United Kingdom? 

 Whose face should be on the next new currency printed by the US? 

 Should people convicted of drug possession be sent to recovery programs instead of 

jail? 

 Should voting be made compulsory? 

 Who was the best American president? 

 Should the military budget be reduced? 

 Should the President be allowed to serve more than two terms? 

 Should a border fence be built between the United States and Mexico? 

 Should countries pay ransom to terrorist groups in order to free hostages? 

 

 



Health 

 Should minors be able to purchase birth control without their parent's consent? 

 Should hiding or lying about your HIV status with someone you're sleeping with be 

illegal? 

 Should governments tax soda and other sugary drinks and use the revenue for public 

health? 

 Should high schools provide free condoms to students? 

 Should the US switch to single-payer health care? 

 Should healthy people be required to regularly donate blood? 

 

Religion 

 Should religious organizations be required to pay taxes? 

 Should priests be allowed to get married? 

 Should the religious slaughter of animals be banned? 

 Should the Church of Scientology be exempt from paying taxes? 

 Should women be allowed to be priests? 

 Should countries be allowed to only accept refugees with certain religious beliefs? 

 Should public prayer be allowed in schools? 

 

Science/Environment 

 Should human cloning be allowed? 

 Should people be allowed to own exotic animals like tigers and monkeys? 

 Should "animal selfies" in tourist locations with well-known animal species (like 

koalas and tigers) be allowed? 

 Should genetically modified foods be sold in grocery stores? 

 Should people be allowed to own pit bulls? 

 Should parents be allowed to choose the sex of their unborn children? 

 Should vaccinations be required for students to attend public school? 

 What is the best type of renewable energy? 

 Should plastic bags be banned in grocery stores? 

 Should the United States rejoin the Paris Agreement? 

 Should puppy mills be banned? 

 Should fracking be legal? 

 Should animal testing be illegal? 

 Should offshore drilling be allowed in protected marine areas? 

 Should the US government increase NASA's budget? 

 Should Pluto still be considered a planet? 



Sports 

 Should college athletes be paid for being on a sports team? 

 Should all athletes be required to pass regular drug tests? 

 Should professional female athletes be paid the same as male athletes in the same 

sport? 

 Are there any cases when athletes should be allowed to use steroids? 

 Should college sports teams receive less funding? 

 Should boxing be illegal? 

 Should schools be required to teach all students how to swim? 

 Should cheerleading be considered a sport? 

 Should parents let their children play tackle football? 

Technology 

 Will robots reduce or increase human employment opportunities? 

 What age should children be allowed to have a cell phone? 

 Should libraries be replaced with unlimited access to e-books? 

 Overall, has technology helped connect people or isolate them? 

 Should self-driving cars be legal? 

 Should all new buildings be energy efficient? 

 Is Net Neutrality a good thing or a bad thing? 

 Do violent video games encourage players to become violent in real life? 

  

 

 

 


