
The Gates Scholarship® Interview Question Sheet 

 
 
Question 1 
   

Primary Dimension to Measure: 
Emotional Maturity 
 

 

 
Describe what you think your biggest adjustments in college will be. 
  

Potential Follow-up Questions 

• How are you preparing yourself? 

• Scenario: It's half-way through your first semester in college and you've been keeping the same study habits you had in 
high school. The results from your first exams come back, and they’re not as high as you expected. How do you 
proceed? 

  

 
Question 2 
   

Primary Dimension to Measure: 
Critical Thinking 

 

 
What is your favorite subject in school and why? How did it influence the colleges you applied to? 
  

Potential Follow-up Question 

• What other factors did you consider when researching potential universities? (Interviewer Instructions:  Probe culture, 
social, size, demographics, location, school resources, if not readily noted.) 
 

 
Question 3 
   

Primary Dimensions to Measure: 
Emotional Maturity 
Leadership/Service 

 

  
You may have heard the adage, "It takes a village to raise a child." What villages (i.e. communities) have helped shape 
you? 
  

Potential Follow-up Questions 

• Please tell me a bit more about how each one has influenced who you are today? 

• How will you use the values you have acquired through your community to make an impact in the future? 
 

 
Question 4 
   

Primary Dimensions to Measure: 
Emotional Maturity 
Critical Thinking 

 

 
Interviewer instructions: The four prompts below are the essay prompts students answered in Phase Two of the application. Based on the 
interview thus far, please select one prompt you would like to know more about. 
  

Question: I want to know more about one of your essays. To refresh your memory, I will read you the prompt for the 
essay I'm referring to. [Choose and read ONLY ONE prompt]. Tell me why what you wrote is meaningful to you? 
 

Essay Prompt 1 
In 2042 you are selected as one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the world. What achievement(s) earned you a spot on this 
list? How did you achieve success and what impact is it having on your community, the United States, and the world? 

Essay Prompt 2 Tell us about your community. How has your community shaped the person you are today? 

Essay Prompt 3 
What does leadership mean to you? Describe how you have exemplified leadership via one, or several, of your high school extracurricular 
pursuits. 

Essay Prompt 4 
Tell us about a time when you failed at something. What were the circumstances? How did you respond to failure? What lessons did you 
learn? 

Final Question 

 
Is there anything else you think is valuable for the selection committee to consider that you have not yet shared in the 
application process? 
 

 


