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My students loved this unit! They were so into the 
book, and they got right into the activities that 
were included in this unit. I loved that there 
were various formats so I could pick what 
worked for my class. We got really into the 

vocab selected, and the words were perfect! 
My students especially LOVED the Boom Cards! 
They are asking me for more Boom Cards now, 
too! Thank you!  

– Kelly R. 

  
Absolutely love Gay Miller's Novel Units! I've used 
them for years, and they are thorough, 
engaging, and perfectly aligned to standards! – 
Susan W. 

 
I find all of the resources I have from Gay Miller 
are exceptional. I appreciate how she weaves 

grammar and vocabulary into her response 
sheets, as well as comprehension. The students 
love the challenge these papers bring. The 
resource has more ideas than you can use. It 
allows teachers to pick and choose what they 
want to focus on. I always find myself looking for 

Gay Miller's work when I am looking for a product 
to use with a novel study.  

– Susan P. 
 

This is an amazing resource. I'm grateful that it 
was made into an online resource that could be 
added to Google drive easily. I purchased it as 
a combined resource. It includes a variety of 
activities that are great for covering many 

reading skills: comprehension, vocabulary, order 
of events, and more.  

– Sheryl E. 
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My students loved this unit! It was wonderful 
to teach the accompanying 
language/writing resources while reading the 
book.  

— Carrie D.  

 
Great reading club packet. It helped guide 
students' reading and discussions. Has a 

wonderful vocabulary building section.  
—  Teresa S. 

 
I have used this resource for ELL students in 
middle school over the years. It has helped 
them develop reading, writing and literary 
skills through a much loved novel. 

— Barbara K.  
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data will be tracked for you with the Boom Learning Paid Subscription. 
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  Chapter 10 [forged and massive]  
1. Circle the 6 words/phrases that mean the same as 

forged. 

spring forward 
back 
down 

press on retreat 

move up halt get ahead withdraw 

send forward reverse continue ahead stop 

 

Is forged used correctly in the sentences below?  

True or False 

2. _____ Mrs. Wilson forged ahead through swarms of 

shoppers.  

3. _____ The racer forged into first place with seconds to 

go.  

4. _____ Bill forged behind the others on his way to the 

cafeteria. 

 

5. Circle the 6 words that mean the same as massive. 

enormous little bulky miniature 

insignificant unimportant gigantic tremendous 

dwarf peewee mighty heavy 

 

Is massive used correctly in the sentences below?  

True or False 

6. _____ Stone Fox was a massive Indian. 

7. _____ Sally was so massive she could fit into the 

smallest of costumes. 

 

 

Chapter 1 [hitched and proceeded] 

1. Circle the 6 words that mean the same as hitched. 

connected released tied freed 

hooked detached fastened attached 

disconnected loosened severed harnessed 

 

Is hitched used correctly in the sentences below?  
True or False 
2. _____ Little Willy hitched his horse to the wagon. 

3. _____ Willy hitched his grandfather had not gotten 
up. 

4. _____ The boys hitched very carefully over the 
slippery ground. 

5. _____ Mr. Smith hitched the horses to the sleigh.  

 

6. Circle the 6 words that mean the same as proceeded. 

continued moved forward stopped reversed 

halted pushed ahead pressed on  retreated 

hesitated stepped forward moved onward withdrew 

 
Is proceeded used correctly in the sentences below?  
True or False 

7. _____ The doctor proceeded the patient. 
8. _____ The boys proceeded very carefully over the 

slippery ground. 
9. _____ The Union army proceeded to attack the 

Confederate troops. 

10._____ Doc Smith said Grandfather proceeded. He 
was not sick. 

 
Page 12 Page 1 
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3. __F__ Willy hitched his grandfather had not gotten 
up. 

4. __F__ The boys hitched very carefully over the 

slippery ground. 
5. __T__ Mr. Smith hitched the horses to the sleigh.  
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Page 12 Page 1 
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Chapter 1  
"Grandfather" 
Pages 3 - 11 

 

1. Little Willy's grandfather ____________ for a living. 
a) raised potatoes 

b) hunted game 
c) fished 

d) was a park ranger 
 
2. What joke did Grandfather play on little Willy? 

a) Grandfather put glue on Willy's chair. 
b) Grandfather put honey in the shampoo bottle. 

c) Grandfather pretended to be a scarecrow. 
d) Grandfather changed the clock in the house while Willy was asleep. 
 

3. Tell what happened to little Willy's breakfast one morning when he didn't get up. 
a) The biscuits got too hard to eat. 

b) Grandfather threw the oatmeal in the trash. 
c) Grandfather gave the food to the chickens. 

d) The eggs got too cold to eat. 
 
4. Searchlight is _______________. 

a) Willy's dog 
b) the pig 

c) Grandfather's cow 
d) the neighbor's cat 
 

5. Why did Doc Smith not pay any attention to little Willy at first when little Willy said, 
"Grandfather won't answer me."? 

a) Doc Smith was too busy playing with her dog. 
b) Doc Smith didn't hear Willy. 
c) Doc Smith was too busy working with another patient. 

d) Doc Smith knew that Grandfather was always playing tricks. 
 

6. Doc Smith finally believed that something was wrong with Grandfather ________. 
a) when Willy said Grandfather wasn't breathing correctly 
b) when Willy told Doc Smith that Grandfather had hit his head 

c) when Willy said he had a bad feeling about Grandfather 
d) when Grandfather had not played music like he usually did 
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7. What was wrong with Grandfather? 
a) Grandfather had the flu. 

b) Grandfather had the measles. 
c) Grandfather lost the will to live. 

d) Grandfather had heart failure. 
 
8. Doc Smith said that Grandfather was healthy. The root word of healthy is health. 

Therefore, healthy most likely means _____________. 
a) nutritious 

b) sick 
c) a large portion 
d) being well in body 

 
9. Which question does Chapter 1 answer? 

a) What is wrong with Grandfather? 
b) Where does little Willy go to get help when something is wrong with Grandfather? 
c) Which songs did Grandfather like to play on his harmonica? 

d) What was Doc Smith reading when little Willy came to get help? 
 

10. Read these lines from Stone Fox. 
 

Medically, he's as healthy as an ox. Could live to be a hundred if he wanted to. 
 
These sentences suggest that ---- 

a) A cure will be found to save Grandfather. 
b) Grandfather will get well soon. 

c) Grandfather doesn't want to live. 
d) Grandfather is very sick. 
 

11. What do you like most about your grandfather or special older person you know? 

  _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1  
"Grandfather" 
Pages 3 - 11 

1. What did little Willy's grandfather do for a living? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. What joke did Grandfather play on little Willy? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Tell what happened to little Willy's breakfast one morning when he didn't get up. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who was Searchlight? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why did Doc Smith not pay any attention to little Willy at first when little Willy said, 
"Grandfather won't answer me."? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What changed Doc Smith's mind? Why does Doc Smith finally believe that something is 

wrong with Grandfather? 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. What was wrong with Grandfather? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Doc Smith said that Grandfather was healthy. The root word of healthy is health. 

Therefore, healthy most likely means _____________. 
a) nutritious 

b) sick 
c) a large portion 

d) being well in body 
 

9. Which question does Chapter 1 answer? 

a) What is wrong with Grandfather? 
b) Where does little Willy go to get help when something is wrong with Grandfather? 

c) Which songs did Grandfather like to play on his harmonica? 
d) What was Doc Smith reading when little Willy came to get help? 
 

 
10.Read these lines from Stone Fox. 

 
Medically, he's as healthy as an ox. Could live to be a hundred if he wanted to. 
 

These sentences suggest that ______________. 
a) A cure will be found to save Grandfather. 

b) Grandfather will get well soon. 
c) Grandfather doesn't want to live. 
d) Grandfather is very sick. 

 
 

11.What did you like most about little Willy's grandfather? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

12.What do you like most about your grandfather or special older person you know? 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 Crossword Puzzle 

Use the following words to complete the crossword puzzle: 

harmonica healthy hitched palomino 

examined proceeded discovered  

  

1 
     

2 
        

               

    

3 
          

               

     

4 
   

5 
     

               

               

               

               

   

6 
           

               

      

7 
        

               

 

ACROSS 

1  Willy ---- his grandfather had not 

gotten up. 

3  Doc Smith said Grandfather was ---
-. He was not sick. 

4  Willy ---- the horse to the wagon. 

6  The ---- ran in the race. 

7  The boys ---- very carefully over 
the slippery ground. 

 

DOWN 

2  The doctor ---- the patient. 

5  Grandfather played his ---- 
while Willy sang. 
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Constructed Response for Chapter 1 

List facts you learned about Grandfather and little Willy from Chapter 1 on the charts below. On the next page, write a 
paragraph to tell how Grandfather and little Willy are alike and different. Use details and information from the story to 

support your answer. 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
  

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
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Write a paragraph to tell how Grandfather and little Willy are alike and different. Use details 
and information from the story to support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Constructed Response for Chapter 1 

In Chapter 1, we learn a good bit about Grandfather and little Willy. List some details you 
know about each of these characters.  

 
 
 

Select either Grandfather or little Willy. Tell what you like most about them using details from 
the book. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

G
ra

n
d

fa
th

er
 

Little W
illy 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 

drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
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Answer Keys for Chapter 1  

Vocabulary  
1. connected, tied, harnessed, hooked, 

fastened, attached 

2. T 

3. F 

4. F 

5. T 

6. continued, moved forward, moved 

onward, pushed ahead, pressed on, stepped 

forward 

7. F 

8. T 

9. T 

10. F 

Comprehension Quizzes 
1. (a)  

2. (c)  

3. (c)  

4. (a)  

5. (d)  

6. (d)  

7. (c)  

8. (d)  

9. (b)  

10. (c) 

11. Answers will vary. 

12. Answers will vary. 

 

Crossword Puzzle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Constructed Response 
Grandfather 

 likes to joke 

o pretends to be a scarecrow 

o gives little Willy’s breakfast to 

chickens 

 plays harmonica 

 medically healthy as an oxen yet 

won’t get out of bed 

 seems to have given up on living 

 beard full of tears when little Willy 

returns with the doc 

 Grandfather likes little Willy’s 

questions 

Little Willy 

 10 year old - young boy 

 likes living on the potato farm in 

Wyoming even though it is a hard 

life 

 lives with his grandfather 

 enjoys his grandfather’s jokes 

 shows maturity by going to Doc 

Smith’s for help when Grandfather 

won’t get up 

 asks many questions 

 determined to help 

In some ways little Willy and Grandfather are opposites. Little Willy is determined to find 

out what is wrong with Grandfather and make him well again. On the other hand 

Grandfather has completely given up. Grandfather won’t even try to get out of bed and 

talk about the problem which the reader and little Willy do not know at this point in the 

story. 
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Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions 

without Common Core State Standards 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. 

Many teachers have commented that they love having the 

standards on pages with constructed response writing prompts for 

accountability reasons. Now educational trends are changing. 

Many states have repealed Common Core and adopted their own 

state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both using and not 

using Common Core Standards, I have opted to provide the writing 

questions both with and without standards. Look at the addendum 

at the end of this unit for more details and the printable student 

packet without teaching standards. 

   

To make printing easier for teachers, this packet includes the entire 

student workbook. All pages are included (those with and without 

standards printed on the pages). 
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Chapter 1  
"Grandfather" 
Pages 3 - 11 

 

1. Little Willy's grandfather ____________ for a living. 

a) raised potatoes 
b) hunted game 
c) fished 

d) was a park ranger 
 

2. What joke did Grandfather play on little Willy? 
a) Grandfather put glue on Willy's chair. 

b) Grandfather put honey in the shampoo bottle. 
c) Grandfather pretended to be a scarecrow. 
d) Grandfather changed the clock in the house while Willy was asleep. 

 
3. Tell what happened to little Willy's breakfast one morning when he didn't get up. 

a) The biscuits got too hard to eat. 
b) Grandfather threw the oatmeal in the trash. 
c) Grandfather gave the food to the chickens. 

d) The eggs got too cold to eat. 
 

4. Searchlight is _______________. 
a) Willy's dog 
b) the pig 

c) Grandfather's cow 
d) the neighbor's cat 

 
5. Why did Doc Smith not pay any attention to little Willy at first when little Willy said, 
"Grandfather won't answer me."? 

a) Doc Smith was too busy playing with her dog. 
b) Doc Smith didn't hear Willy. 

c) Doc Smith was too busy working with another patient. 
d) Doc Smith knew that Grandfather was always playing tricks. 
 

6. Doc Smith finally believed that something was wrong with Grandfather ________. 
a) when Willy said Grandfather wasn't breathing correctly 

b) when Willy told Doc Smith that Grandfather had hit his head 
c) when Willy said he had a bad feeling about Grandfather 
d) when Grandfather had not played music like he usually did 
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7. What was wrong with Grandfather? 
a) Grandfather had the flu. 

b) Grandfather had the measles. 
c) Grandfather lost the will to live. 

d) Grandfather had heart failure. 
 
8. Doc Smith said that Grandfather was healthy. The root word of healthy is health. 

Therefore, healthy most likely means _____________. 
a) nutritious 

b) sick 
c) a large portion 
d) being well in body 

 
9. Which question does Chapter 1 answer? 

a) What is wrong with Grandfather? 
b) Where does little Willy go to get help when something is wrong with Grandfather? 
c) Which songs did Grandfather like to play on his harmonica? 

d) What was Doc Smith reading when little Willy came to get help? 
 

10. Read these lines from Stone Fox. 
 

Medically, he's as healthy as an ox. Could live to be a hundred if he wanted to. 
 
These sentences suggest that ---- 

a) A cure will be found to save Grandfather. 
b) Grandfather will get well soon. 

c) Grandfather doesn't want to live. 
d) Grandfather is very sick. 
 

11. What do you like most about your grandfather or special older person you know? 

 

 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 Crossword Puzzle 

Use the following words to complete the crossword puzzle: 

harmonica healthy hitched palomino 

examined proceeded discovered  

  

1 
     

2 
        

               

    

3 
          

               

     

4 
   

5 
     

               

               

               

               

   

6 
           

               

      

7 
        

               

 

ACROSS 

1  Willy ---- his grandfather had not 

gotten up. 

3  Doc Smith said Grandfather was ---
-. He was not sick. 

4  Willy ---- the horse to the wagon. 

6  The ---- ran in the race. 

7  The boys ---- very carefully over 
the slippery ground. 

 

DOWN 

2  The doctor ---- the patient. 

5  Grandfather played his ---- 
while Willy sang. 
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Constructed Response for Chapter 1 

List facts you learned about Grandfather and little Willy from Chapter 1 on the charts below. On the next page, write a 
paragraph to tell how Grandfather and little Willy are alike and different. Use details and information from the story to 

support your answer. 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 
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Write a paragraph to tell how Grandfather and little Willy are alike and different. Use details and 
information from the story to support your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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Constructed Response for Chapter 1 

In Chapter 1, we learn a good bit about Grandfather and little Willy. List some details you 
know about each of these characters.  

 
 
 

Select either Grandfather or little Willy. Tell what you like most about them using details from 
the book. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

G
ra

n
d

fa
th

er
 

Little W
illy 
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store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 
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