Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

Hegel, the End of History, and the Future

In Phenomenology of Spirit (1806) Hegel is often held to have announced the
end of history, where “history” is to be understood as the long pursuit of ends
towards which humanity had always been striving. In this, the first book in
English to thoroughly critique this entrenched view, Eric Michael Dale argues
that it is a misinterpretation. Dale offers a reading of his own, showing how
it sits within the larger schema of Hegel’s thought and makes room for an
understanding of the “end of history” as Hegel intended. Through an elegant
analysis of Hegel’s philosophy of history, Dale guides the reader away from
the common misinterpretation of the “end of history” to other valuable elem-
ents of Hegel’s arguments which are often overlooked and deserve to endure.
His book will be of great interest to scholars and advanced students of Hegel,
the philosophy of history, and the history of political thought.

ERIC MICHAEL DALE is Affiliated Faculty Professor in Philosophy at Emerson
College, Boston. He has written many articles for journals such as Existenz:
An International Journal in Philosophy, Religion, Politics, and the Arts;
Animus: The Canadian Journal of Philosophy and Humanities; and IWM
Post. He is also a former visiting fellow at the Institut fiir die Wissenschaften
vom Menschen in Vienna.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

Hegel, the End of History, and
the Future

Eric Michael Dale

Emerson College

B CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107063020

© Eric Michael Dale, 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2014
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St lves plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Dale, Eric Michael, 1972—

Hegel, the end of history, and the future / by Eric Michael Dale.
pages cm

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-107-06302-0 (hard back)

1. History—Philosophy. 2. Future, The—Philosophy. 3. Hegel, Georg Wilhelm

Friedrich, 1770-1831. 1. Title.

D16.8.D218 2014

901-dc23

2014011958

ISBN 978-1-107-06302-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

To A. M. O.
“And I have much for which to thank him, for what I did
not know I learned from him, and what I knew already

I did not forget.” St. Jerome, Epist. ad Pam. et Oceanus
LXXXIV

ToJ. W.D. and R. M. D.
For their love and support over the years

To M. B. D.
For everything

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Acknowledgments page ix
List of abbreviations X
Introduction 1
Part I Hegel and the end of history 11
1 The end of history as a question and a problem 13
2 Hegel and Nietzsche 28
2.1 Nietzsche’s Hegelian sources 28
2.2 Schopenhauer, history, and Hegel 31
2.3 Burckhardt and the positivity of history 38
2.4 Nietzsche’s five words 42
3 Hegel and Engels 56
3.1 The post-Hegelian reaction in Prussia 56
3.2 Engels and the Schellingian critique of Hegel 64
3.3 The March Revolution and the break with the Hegelian Left 68
3.4 Engels and the end of history 73
4 Hegel and Kojeve 80
4.1 The French Hegelian renaissance 80
4.2 Desire and the dialectic of history 85
4.3 Kojeve’s end and Hegel’s beginning 100
4.4 Whither the end of history? 104
Part I Hegel and the philosophy of history 111
5 Herder and history 113
5.1 Herder and the philosophy of history 113
5.2 Particularity and progress 116
5.3 Freedom and the future 125

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

viii Contents

6 Fichte and history
6.1 Universal history and human knowledge
6.2 The origin and limits of history
6.3 Freedom and the state
6.4 History and philosophical necessity

7 Hegel and history
7.1 Plotting history backwards
7.2 History, the real, and the rational
7.3 Reason, history, and philosophy

8 The spirit and the end
8.1 The geography of spirit
8.2 Spiritual states
8.3 Hegelian ends

9 The present and the future
9.1 Cunning
9.2 Freedom and evil
9.3 The future

Bibliography
Index

135
135
145
149
157

161
161
166
175

185
185
192
197

207
207
215
224

234
248

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

Much of the initial research for this study was begun during a spring and sum-
mer spent in Vienna as a fellow at the Institut fiir die Wissenschaften vom
Menschen. For hospitality and support during my stay, I must thank Maria
Nicklas, Susanne Froschl, Ted Paul, Erika Knobl, Lidia Antonik, Hana Soucek,
David Soucek, Katharina Steidl, and Sabine ABmann. I am also grateful to Janos
Kovécs, Cornelia Klinger, Iryna Vushko, Ingvild Torsen, Alexander Vezenkov,
Sophie Loidolt, Alice MacLachlan, Csilla Kiss, and Klaus Nellen for their
comments on my work during discussions at IWM. My warmest regards go to
Michael Staudigl, Thomas Szanto, and Mikolaj Kunicki, not only for their aca-
demic collegiality, but for their friendship during my stay in Vienna.

In Boston, I am grateful for the support of the Department of Religious
and Theological Studies at Boston University while I researched and wrote a
very early draft of this work, particularly Alan M. Olson for always being an
encouragement and source of good ideas. A true Doktorvater to me in Hegelian
studies, his influence permeates this work, even where he would not follow my
conclusions. I also thank Klaus Brinkmann, Robert Neville, Gordon Kaufman
(requiescat in pace), and Michael Zank for their comments on very early drafts
of this study, and Alexander Hayes for conversations without which the mater-
ial on art would never have appeared in this book.

At Cambridge University Press, all thanks and good wishes must go to
Hilary Gaskin, without whose encouragement whatever good this book con-
tains would never have seen the light of day, as well as Emma Collison, Jenny
Slater, Christopher Feeney, David Morris, and Rosemary Crawley. Thanks also
to Robert Zinck, Evelyn Santana-Nola, and Li Yuhua at Widener Library at
Harvard University. I am also indebted to two anonymous readers for the Press
for very helpful suggestions.

Finally, only my wife Michelle truly knows everything that went into this
book. Dedicating it to her is poor recompense for the effort, but no less deserved
than it is heartfelt.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter

More information

Abbreviations

Aristotle An. Post.
Aristotle An. Pr.
Aristotle Meta.
Aristotle Nic. Eth.
Aristotle Phys.
DK

Engels MEC
Engels MECW
Engels MEW
Engels MEWEr
Fichte SW

Hegel EL

Hegel GW

Hegel Letters
Hegel VPR

Hegel VPW

Hegel Werke
Heidegger GA
Heidegger SZ
Herder SW
Holderlin GSA
Holderlin KSA
Kant GS

Kant KrV
Kierkegaard Pap.
Nietzsche KGB
Nietzsche KGW
Nietzsche KSA
Nietzsche SB
Nietzsche SW
Rousseau CG

X

Aristotle, Posterior Analytics

Aristotle, Prior Analytics

Aristotle, Metaphysics

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

Aristotle, Physics

Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker

Engels, Marx and Engels: Correspondence

Marx and Engels: Collected Works

Marx and Engels, Werke im 42 Bdnde

Marx and Engels, Werke im 42 Bdnde, Ergdnzungsbdinden
Fichte, Samtliche Werke

Hegel, Encyclopedia Logic

Hegel, Gesammelte Werke

Hegel: The Letters

Hegel, Vorlesungen iiber die Philosophie der Religion
Hegel, Vorlesungen iiber die Philosophie der
Weltgeschichte: Band I

Hegel, Werke im Zwanzig Bdnden

Heidegger, Gesamtausgabe

Heidegger, Sein und Zeit

Herder, Séimtliche Werke im 33 Bdinde

Holderlins Scimtliche Werke. Grofe Stuttgarter Ausgabe
Holderlin, Sdmtliche Werke. Kleiner Stuttgarter Ausgabe
Kant, Gesammelte Schriften

Kant, Kritik der reinen Vernunft

Soren Kierkegaards Papier

Nietzsche, Kritische Gesamtausgabe: Briefe
Nietzsche, Kritische Gesamtausgabe: Werke
Nietzsche, Kritische Studienausgabe

Nietzsche, Scimtliche Briefe: Kritische Studienausgabe
Nietzsche, Samtliche Werke: Kritische Studienausgabe
Correspondance générale de J.-J. Rousseau

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-06302-0 - Hegel, the End of History, and the Future
Eric Michael Dale

Frontmatter
More information
List of abbreviations xi
Rousseau (EC Rousseau, Euvres completes
Schelling SW Schelling, Scmtliche Werke
Schopenhauer SW  Schopenhauer, Sdimtliche Werke
Voltaire (EI Voltaire, (Euvres inédites

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107063020
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107063020: 


