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Interested in becoming a world language teacher?

• Public school teaching requires a 
teaching license in the state where you 
want to teach

• In Private or Charter schools, a teaching 
license is often optional



The Teaching License in MA

Which license am I seeking?

• Foreign Language [language] - 5-12
• Foreign Language [language] - PK-6



The Teaching License in MA

What languages are there licenses for?

• American Sign Language (ASL)
• Arabic
• Armenian
• Cape Verdean
• Chinese 
• Creole Haitian
• French
• German
• Greek
• Hebrew
• Hmong

• Hungarian
• Italian
• Japanese
• Khmer
• Korean
• Polish
• Portuguese
• Russian
• Spanish
• Ukranian
• Vietnamese



The Teaching License in MA

What level license?

• Provisional
• Initial
• Professional



The Provisional Teaching License

• Valid for 5 years (non-renewable)
• Three criteria:

• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent
• Passing score on the Communications & 

Literacy Skills” MTEL (Massachusetts Test for 
Educator Licensure)

• Passing score on the “Subject Matter” MTEL 
in your language (if available)
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The Provisional Teaching License: Pros & Cons

Pros:
• You can immediately 

obtain a teaching 
license

Cons:
• No teacher training 
• License expires in 5 years
• You have 5 years to 

achieve the Initial license 
(with additional 
requirements)



The Initial Teaching License

• Valid for five years (renewable once)
• Four criteria:

• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent
• Passing score on the Communications & Literacy 

Skills” MTEL (Massachusetts Test for Educator 
Licensure)

• Passing score on the “Subject Matter” MTEL in 
your language (if available)

• Completion of a “Massachusetts Foreign 
Language Approved Program” (in your language)
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The Initial Teaching License: Pros & Cons

Pros:
• Complete a teacher 

training program 
(“endorsed program”) 
where you complete a 
student teaching

• The teaching license is 
more stable and valid for 
a longer amount of time

Cons:
• Takes longer to get the 

Initial license (compared 
to Provisional)

• There will be a cost 
associated with your 
teacher training program



The Professional Teaching License

• Only for teachers who have the Initial license and 
have taught for at least three years under their 
license

• You must have a Master’s degree or complete 12 
graduate credits in your subject matter (i.e. your 
language) and/or related pedagogy 



The MTEL

Massachusetts Test for Educator Licensure (MTEL)
• Communications & Literacy Skills

• Reading sub-test 
• Writing sub-test 

• Subject Matter test (in different languages)

www.doe.mass.edu/mtel

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mtel


The MTEL

Which languages have MTELs?

• Chinese (Mandarin)
• French
• German
• Italian
• Portuguese
• Russian
• Spanish
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• March
• May
• July
• September
• November
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No MTEL option?

What if there is no MTEL for my language?

Example: Arabic



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Provisional License

1. Bachelor’s degree
2. Passing score on the 

Communications & Literacy 
Skills MTEL

3. “Competency Review” in Arabic
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No MTEL option?

Arabic: Provisional License

1. Bachelor’s degree

2. Passing score on the 
Communications & 
Literacy Skills MTEL



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Provisional License

1. Bachelor’s degree

2. Passing score on the 
Communications & 
Literacy Skills MTEL
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No MTEL option?

Arabic: Provisional License -- “Competency Review”

Submit a score report with 
a minimum score of 
Advanced Low for the:
● ACTFL Oral 

Proficiency Interview 
(OPI)

● ACTFL Writing 
Proficiency Test (WPT)



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Provisional License -- “Competency Review”

For all other areas, you 
must submit either 
documentation of 
coursework, a seminar or 
workshop, or school-based 
mentoring or coaching.



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Initial License



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Initial License



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Initial License



No MTEL option?

Arabic: Initial License

The BU Wheelock Master’s of Teaching (MAT) program 
in Modern Foreign Language Education is the only 
approved program in MA for Arabic licensure!



Endorsed Programs
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Are you ready?

• Find and apply for an endorsed teacher education 
program
• If you plan to start at the Initial teaching license

• Create an ELAR account on the DESE website
• “Educator License & Renewal”

• Register for your MTELs
• Submit your application for licensure in ELAR) 

• You can do this before you take your MTEL

https://gateway.edu.state.ma.us/elar/common/Edu
catorWelcomePagePageControl.ser 
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Good luck!

If you have questions, I am happy to help!

critz@bu.edu

http://www.bu.edu/wheelock/academics/graduate/
mat/foreign-language/ 
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