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 Early Learner Kindergarten 1st Grade 2nd Grade Above 2nd 
Auditory Digit 
Spans 

3 or 4 5 6  7 7 

Visual Digit 
Spans 

3 or 4 5 6 7 7 

All About 
Reading 

Pre-Reading Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Higher than 
Level 3 

Spelling You 
See 

Not ready Level A Level B Level C Level D or 
higher 

Math-U-See Not ready Primer Alpha Beta Gamma or 
higher 

 



Please work through the following blocks of questions assessing your student’s math abilities. Unsure 
what we’re asking? You may refer to the online placement test at timberdoodle.mathusee.com/place-
ment-test for a more in-depth assessment.

Question Block 1. Primer Content.
1.1. Can my student read and write numerals from 0 to 9? 

1.2. Does my student have one-to-one correspondence (e.g. the numeral 7 represents 
seven objects)?

1.3. Do I think my student is ready to start formal instruction?

If you answered “Not Yet” to any of the questions in this set your student is ready to be-
gin in Primer.

STOP here for math and move on to the Thinking Skills portion of this placement test.

If you answered “Yes” to all 3 questions please proceed to the next block of questions.

Question Block 0.
0.1. Is my student showing an interest in numbers and counting? 

0.2. Can my student focus for 5-10 minutes? 

If you answered “Not Yet” to either one of these questions we recommend waiting a year 
before your student starts Primer. If this is the case it might be helpful to start with our 
Early Education placement test.

STOP here for math and move on to the Thinking Skills portion of this placement test.

If you answered “Yes” to both questions please proceed to the next block of questions.



Question Block 2. Alpha Content.
2.1. Can my student confidently solve word problems involving addition and subtraction?

Example: Would they be able to solve a problem like this one?

Denise found 18 beetles outside on Tuesday. On Wednesday she found only 9. 
How many fewer did she find on Wednesday?

2.2. Can my student reword a subtraction problem to make it into a question about addi-
tion?

Example: Would they be able to change 7 - 3 = ? to 3 + ? = 7?

2.3. Can my student immediately give the correct answers to all single-digit addition and 
subtraction problems?

Example: Would they be able to immediately recall that 7 + 8 = 15 from memory 
without counting or using objects?

If you answered “Not Yet” to any of the questions in this set your student is ready to be-
gin in Alpha. If you feel your student may have been placed in this level solely due to not 
having memorized addition facts or not having mastered some other specific math skill, 
please contact us. We may have specific solutions for this common situation.

STOP here for math and move on to the Thinking Skills portion of this placement test.

If you answered “Yes” to all 3 questions please proceed to the next block of questions.



Question Block 3. Beta Content.
3.1. Does my student have a strong understanding of place value?

Example: Would they be able to explain that the 6 in 167 represents six tens?

3.2. Can my student correctly add and subtract multi-digit numbers (including those 
which require regrouping?

Example: Would they be able to add 147 to 385 using only a pencil and paper 
without counting or using other objects?

3.3. Can my student explain how regrouping (a.k.a. “carrying” or “borrowing”) works using 
the language of place value?

Example: If they solved 147 +385 using only a pencil and paper, would they be 
able to explain why they wrote a “1” above the “4”? (i.e. “When there are more 
than 9 in the units or ones place, 10 of them have to be regrouped as 1 ten in the 
tens place.”)

3.4. Can my student confidently solve word problems involving multiple-digit addition 
and subtraction?

Example: Would they be able to solve a problem like this one?

Roberto’s book has 235 pages. He has read 167 pages. How many pages does he 
still have to read?

If you answered “Not Yet” to any of the questions in this set your student is ready to be-
gin in Beta. 

If you answered “Yes” to all 4 questions in this set your student may be ready for a more 
advanced level of math. Please refer to the full Math-U-See placement test online at tim-
berdoodle.mathusee.com/placement-test.

Math-U-See Placement Test used by permission.



Auditory and Visual Memory Tests
Digit span is a common measure of auditory memory. To test your child’s auditory memory, say random 
numbers slowly in one-second intervals, in a monotone voice, and have your child repeat it back. Start 
with a 3-digit span. Tell your child to listen carefully because you will say a series of numbers and ask 
him to repeat them back to you in the same order you say them. If your child can repeat 3 digits back 
to you correctly, move on to the 4-digit span and so on up to 7 digits.

Examples:
•	 3-digit span: 7 - 2 - 6
•	 4-digit span: 5 - 1 - 4 - 7
•	 5-digit span: 8 - 2 - 6 - 9 - 3
•	 6-digit span: 4 - 1- 8 - 5 - 2 - 7
•	 7-digit span: 2 - 6 - 9 - 3 - 8 - 4 - 5

Typically children can repeat digit spans that correspond with their age. So a 3-year-old can repeat 
back 3 digits, a 4-year-old 4 digits, and so on, up to 7 digits for age 7 through adults. If your child (age 
7 or younger) struggles with repeating digit spans that correspond to his age this may be an area you’ll 
need to work on. A digit span of at least 5 is usually needed before a child is ready to learn to read.

Testing visual memory is very similar. This time write the digit spans with a bold black marker on an 
index card or small piece of paper, one digit span per card. Start with 3 digits. Hold up the card and 
allow your child to study it silently. Then turn the card face down and ask your child to repeat back the 
numbers in order. If your child can repeat 3 digits back to you correctly, move on to the 4-digit span 
and so on up to 7 digits.

Results: 
	F 3-digit span = Preschool level
	F 4-digit span = PreK level
	F 5-digit span = Kindergarten level
	F 6- or 7-digit span = 1st grade and up

Thinking Skills

The following pages provide samples of the Thinking Skills activities included in each 
grade. These aren’t meant to be placement tests, but rather just to give you an idea of 
what each level looks like. You can find more in-depth samples on our website.



Sample of Kindergarten Thinking Skills

Have your child name all of these pictures. Then circle the pictures that rhyme with SNOW, and cross 
out the ones that don’t rhyme.

snow

1. blow

2. snail

3. bow

6. toys

5. tow

4. baby

Thinking Skills



Sample of 1st Grade Thinking Skills

Thinking Skills

Critical & Creative sample used by permission.



Sample of 2nd Grade Thinking Skills

Thinking Skills

Building Thinking Skills sample used by permission.



All About Reading Placement Test used by permission.





How did your student do?
Were you able to mark 17 or more checkboxes?

Yes: Your student is ready for All About Reading Level 1! If there are one or two missing checkmarks, you 
can work on those areas with your student as you proceed. If you marked all 20 checkboxes have your 
student proceed to the Level 2 placement test to see if that would be a better fit.

No: If there are three or more missing checkmarks, then you have identified ares that you should work 
on with your student before beginning Level 1. It is surprisingly easy to fill in these gaps in an engaging 
way with the All About Reading Pre-Reading program.

	F 17-19 checkmarks. Stop here for Reading and move on to the Spelling portion of this place-
ment test.

	F 20 checkmarks. Proceed to the next section of the reading assessment to see if your child is 
ready for Level 2.



Reading
Placement Test
For All About® Reading Level 2

All About Reading Placement Test used by permission.



This Placement Test will help you determine if your student has mastered the 
concepts taught in Level 1 of All About Reading.

First, have your student read the short story “The Best Lunch” aloud. This story 
includes all of the concepts taught in Level 1. Ensure that he is able to read the 
story fluently and with good comprehension.









If your student was able to read the story fluently, continue with the Placement Test below to confirm 
that he is comfortable with the remaining concepts taught in Level 1.

Before beginning Level 2:

	F Your student should understand how to sound out words using the blending procedure demon-
strated below.



Before beginning Level 2:



	F Your student should have mastered the sounds of Phonograms 1-32. Be sure your student 
knows all the sounds for each phonogram. Some phonograms have just one sound (h says 
/h/), while others have two or more sounds (c says /k/ and /s/). For example, if you ask for the 
sounds of the letter s, your student should say “/s/-/z/.” If you ask for the sounds of the letter a, 
your student should say “/ă/-/ā/-/ah/.”





All About Reading Placement Test used by permission.



This Placement Test will help you determine if your student has 
mastered the concepts taught in Level 2 of All About Reading.

First, have your student read the short story “Rawhide” aloud. This 
story includes all of the concepts taught in Level 2. Ensure that he 
is able to read the story fluently and with good comprehension.









If your student was able to read the story fluently, continue with the Placement Test below to confirm 
that he is comfortable with the remaining concepts taught in Levels 2 and.

Before beginning Level 3:

	F Your student should understand how to sound out one-syllable words using the blending proce-
dure demonstrated below.



Before beginning Level 3:

	F Your student should understand how to sound out two-syllable words using the blending proce-
dure demonstrated below.



Before beginning Level 3:



Before beginning Level 3:

	F Your student should have mastered the sounds of Phonograms 1-44. Be sure your student 
knows all the sounds for each phonogram. Some phonograms have just one sound (h says 
/h/), while others have two or more sounds (c says /k/ and /s/). For example, if you ask for the 
sounds of the letter s, your student should say “/s/-/z/.” If you ask for the sounds of ow, your 
student should say “/ow/-/ō/” without hesitation.





Spelling You See Readiness Guidelines used by permission.







Science and History aren’t as dependent on the students’ abilities as some of the other 
subjects, so placement isn’t as critical. This chart shows the main science and history texts 
included in our curriculum kits along with the appropriate age range and the subject matter 
covered. As long as your child is within the suggested age range you may choose the level 
that most closely corresponds to your child’s placement in other subjects.

Science and History

Subject Grade Age 
Range 

Main Text Covers 

Science K  
 

4-8 Building Blocks of 
Science - K 

Chemistry, biology, physics, 
astronomy, geology. 

 1 (Religious) 5-12 Berean Science in the 
Beginning 

Light, air, water, geology, 
astronomy, biology. 

 1 (Non-Religious) 5-9 Building Blocks of 
Science - 1 

Chemistry, biology, physics, 
astronomy, geology. 

 2 (Religious) 
 

5-12 Berean Science in the 
Ancient World 

Early scientists, geology, 
physics, biology, anatomy. 

 2 (Non-Religious) 6-10 Building Blocks of 
Science - 2 

Chemistry, biology, physics, 
astronomy, geology. 

History K (Religious) 4-6 Bede’s History of Me Timelines, geography, family, 
church, holiday history, and 
more. 

 K (Non-Religious) 5-8 This is How We Do It Lifestyles in Italy, Japan, Iran, 
India, Peru, Uganda, and 
Russia. 

 1 
 

6-9 The Story of the 
World, Volume 1 

Ancient Times (5000 BC to 
400 AD) 

 2 
 

7-10 The Story of the 
World, Volume 2 

The Middle Ages (400 – 1600 
AD) 

 


