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GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS 
 
American Society of Military Insignia Collectors.  Cloth Patch Insignia of the United States Armed 

Forces.  6 pts.  Oakland, CA:  ASMIC, 1968.  UC533A49. 
 
_____.  Various catalogs & displays.  SpecColl. 
 
Britton, Jack.  U.S. Military Shoulder Patches of the United States Armed Forces.  4th ed.  Tulsa, OK: 

MCN, 1985.  UC533B74. 
 
HQ for Military Supplies.  Patch Catalogue.  n.p., n.d.  UC533H62. 
 
Keller, Kurt H.  Emblems of Honor:  Patches and Insignia of the US Army From the Great War to the 

Early Cold War:  Armor, Cavalry, Tank Destroyer, Constabulary.  S.l.:  2004.  232 p.  
UC533K444. 

 
Keller, William, & Keller, Kurt H.  United States Army Shoulder Patches and Related Insignia:  From 

World War I to Korea:  Army Groups, Armies and Corps.  Atglen, PA:  Schiffer, 2004. 
159 p.  UC533K443. 

 
Kerrigan, Evans E.  American Badges and Insignia.  NY:  Viking, 1967.  pp. 144-233.  UC533K4. 
 
Massaro, Joseph M.  "Distinctive Insignia."  Inf  (Jan/Feb 1969):  pp. 20-24.  Per. 



 

 

Traces US Army's DI from 1921 beginning, and explains the approval process. 
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ORIGINS OF US ARMY SHOULDER PATCH 
 
Kaufmann, R.M.  "Shoulder Insignia of the American Expeditionary Force."  Trading Post 

(Oct/Dec 1974).  25 p.  Per. 
 
McLaughlin, Patrick D.  "Soldiers and Symbols:  The Origins of the Army Shoulder Patch."  Prologue 

(Fall 1971):  pp. 79-87.  Per. 
 
Silkett, Wayne A.  "A Stitch in Time."  Mil Affairs  (Oct 1986):  pp. 200-03.  Per. 
 
Whitehorne, J.W.A.  "Origin of Shoulder Sleeve Insignia."  Mil Collector & Historian  (Spring 1985): 

p. 24.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
WORLD WAR II-GEN/MISC 
 
Grosvenor, Gilbert.  "Insignia of U.S. Armed Forces."  Reprint of Natl Geog  (Jun 1943):  pp. 81-114. 

UC533G91. 
 
Massaro, Joseph M.  Distinctive Insignia of the U.S. Army Air Forces, 1924-1947.  Austin, TX: 

International, 1987.  158 p.  UC533M38. 
 
Rosignol, Guido.  Army Badges and Insignia of World War II.  NY:  Macmillan, 1975.  228 p. 

UC530R67. 
 
Shoulder Sleeve Insignia.  NY:  Joel & Aronoff, 1945.  26 p.  UC533S57. 
 
Smith, Richard W., & Pelz, Roy A.  Shoulder Sleeve Insignia of the U.S. Armed Forces, 1941-1945. 

Evansville, IN:  U 1981.  250 p.  UC533S6. 
 
Stanton, Shelby L.  Order of Battle U.S. Army, World War II.  Novato, CA:  Presidio, 1984.  620 p. 

UA25S767. 
See pp. 1-4 (8 color plates of div insignia). 
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SHAEF SHOULDER PATCH 
 
The cloth shoulder patches of the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) and of the 
United States Army, Europe (USAREUR) are similar in design; however, the former has a black 
background and the latter a deep blue one.  SHAEF was a headquarters organization created in 1944 to 
plan and command the invasion of Europe and subsequent land operations.  Gen Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
as Supreme Commander, was authorized a maximum of 10,000 officers and enlisted men at his 
headquarters, each of whom wore the black patch with flaming sword. SHAEF was discontinued on Jul 
1945.  Later, when USAREUR existed, blue replaced black in the shoulder patch and all members of all 
units assigned to USAREUR wore it on their right shoulder.  See: 
 
Pogue, Forrest C.  The Supreme Command.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1954. 

pp. 515, 518 & 534.  D769A533v3pt4. 
 
Rosignoli, Guido.  Army Badges and Insignia of World War II.  Vol. 1.  NY:  Macmillan, 1972. 

pp. 203-04 & plates 71 & 68.  UC530R67. 
 
_____.  Army Badges and Insignia of World War II.  NY:  Macmillan, 1973.  p. 150 & Plate 33. 

SpecColl. 
 
U.S. Army, Europe.  USAREUR Information Bulletin.  Vol. 13.  No.4.  pp. 5 4-5.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
SINCE 1945 
 
McDuff, James. M.  U.S. Army Shoulder Sleeve Insignia of the Vietnam War.  Overland Park, KS: 

Shutt, 1983.  148 p.  UC533M33. 
 
Smith, Richard W.  Shoulder Sleeve Insignia of the U.S. Army, 1946-1976.  Evansville, IN:  U IN, 1978. 

71 p.  UC533S6. 
 
Stanton, Shelby L.  Vietnam Order of Battle.  Millwood, NY:  Kraus, 1986.  396 p.  DS552S73. 

See pp. 22-29 and throughout. 
 
Wilson, John B., ed.  Armies, Corps, Divisions and Separate Brigades.  In the Army Lineage Series. 

Wash, DC:  CMH, 1987.  736 p.  UA25W547. 
  Lineages, honors, & insignia of orgs active since WWII or as of Dec 1984.  Incls 55-p. 

color section of shoulder patches. 
 


