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Aims

• To provide evidence based information to improve clinical 
knowledge about Incontinence Associated Dermatitis (IAD) and 
Pressure Injury (PI)

• To assist clinicians distinguish between IAD and PI
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Guideline & Best Practice Principles
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Pressure injury classification
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Pressure injury classification
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IAD severity categorisation tool
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Distinguishing IAD from pressure injury
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Distinguishing IAD from PI 
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Sometimes it’s confusing to know which is which. Here is an example of a patient who has moisture lesions as well 
as a pressure injury



Distinguishing IAD from PI 
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Distinguishing IAD from PI 
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Distinguishing IAD from PI 
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Distinguishing IAD from PI 
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Distinguishing IAD from PI 
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IAD reported as PI 
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Differentiating IAD from PI 
It is often difficult for clinicians to correctly identify IAD and to 
distinguish it from PI (Stage 1 or 2).
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If the person is not incontinent, the condition is not IAD.

Refer to the ‘Distinguishing IAD from Pressure Injury’ guideline 
to assist in correctly diagnosing in order to determine the best 

treatment strategy
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Questions
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