
Women's Preventive Services Initiative (WPSI)
2021 Coding Guide

Well-Woman Preventive Visits



RECOMMENDATION CODING

WPSI 2021 Coding Guide

Women's Preventive Services Initiative (WPSI)
Well-Woman Preventive Visits

Clinical Recommendations: The Women’s Preventive Services Initiative recommends that women receive at least one 
preventive care visit per year beginning in adolescence and continuing across the lifespan to ensure that the recommended 
preventive services, including preconception and many services necessary for prenatal and interconception care, are 
obtained. The primary purpose of these visits should be the delivery and coordination of recommended preventive services as 
determined by age and risk factors.

Implementation Considerations: The Women’s Preventive Services Initiative recommends as a preventive service for 
women, that women receive at least one preventive care visit per year. Additional well-woman visits may be needed to 
obtain all necessary services depending on a woman’s age, health status, reproductive health needs, pregnancy status, 
and risk factors. Visits should allow sufficient time to address and coordinate services, and a team-based approach may 
facilitate delivery of services. 

Well-woman preventive services may include, but are not limited to, assessment of physical and psychosocial function, 
primary and secondary prevention and screening, risk factor assessments, immunizations, counseling, education, 
preconception care, and many services necessary for prenatal and interconception care. Recommended services are evidence-
based items or services that have in effect a rating of ‘A’ or ‘B’ in the current recommendations of the United States Preventive 
Services Task Force, immunizations that have in effect a recommendation from the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with respect to the individual involved, with respect to infants, 
children, and adolescents, evidence-informed preventive care and screenings provided for in the comprehensive guidelines 
supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration, and with respect to women, such additional preventive care 
and screenings as provided for in comprehensive guidelines supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration.

The Women’s Preventive Services Initiative recommends that women receive at least one preventive care visit per year 
beginning in adolescence and continuing across their lifespan.
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PROCEDURE CODES

NON-MEDICARE PAYERS 
Preventive medicine services are reported for comprehensive E/M services provided to patients who have no current 
symptoms or diagnosed illness. Preventive codes are used to report annual well-woman examinations and include:

  CHECK-CIRCLE Counseling/anticipatory guidance/risk factor reduction interventions

  CHECK-CIRCLE Age and gender-appropriate comprehensive history

  CHECK-CIRCLE Age and gender-appropriate comprehensive physical examination including in most cases but not limited to 

    • gynecological exam

    • breast exam 

    • collection of Pap smear specimen

  CHECK-CIRCLE Discussions about the status of previously diagnosed stable conditions

  CHECK-CIRCLE Ordering of appropriate laboratory and diagnostic procedures and immunizations

  CHECK-CIRCLE Discussions about issues related to the patient’s age or lifestyle

Preventive medicine codes (99381–99387 and 99391–99397) are used to report annual well-woman examinations and 
determined by the age of the patient and whether she is considered a new or established patient to the physician or practice. 
Preventive codes do not require a chief complaint, history of present illness or medical decision making, cannot be reported 
using time, and may be performed in any setting. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid E/M documentation guidelines do 
not apply to preventive services codes.


