MAP SKILLS

FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

AcTIVITIES SUMMARY

National Geographic Education introduces a collection of activities for developin
children’s spatial thinking and map skills across Grades preK-6. The activities below are
featured on NatGeoEd.org/eIementarv-map-skiIIs and grouped by grade bands: Grades
preK-1, Grades 2-4, and Grades 5-6+.

This collection can help with teaching an assortment of map skills through activities that
address the spatial thinking abilities of young children. The collection is not intended to be a
complete map skills program, and the activities can all be adapted for higher or lower grades.

These activities were based on spatial thinking research about mapping concepts and
skills. Click here for more about developmentally appropriate spatial thinking concepts
as well as the report, “Spatial Thinking About Maps: Development of Concepts and Skills
Across the Early Years!
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http://www.natgeoed.org
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/map-skills-elementary-students/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/spatial-thinking-about-maps/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-storybooks/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-classroom/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/places-park/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/land-water-and-animals-map/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/land-water-and-animals-map/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/exploring-maps-and-models/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/exploring-maps-and-models/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/sun-earth-and-cardinal-directions/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/sun-earth-and-cardinal-directions/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/using-grid-zoo-map/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/many-ways-name-place/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/measuring-distances-map/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/cardinal-directions-and-maps/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/analyze-community-map/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-your-state/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/create-weather-map/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/latitudelongitude-puzzle/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-landforms/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/the-erie-canal/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-us-watersheds/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/reading-resource-map/

fye10g oiydeiBosy feuoreN 10z ©

)
—
Q

o

L
[}
<}

D

=
©

z

GEOGRAPHIC

D NATIONAL



http://www.natgeoed.org
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/latitude-longitude-temperature/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/latitude-longitude-temperature/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-landforms/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mental-mapping-and-perception/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/selecting-settlement-sites/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/satellite-imagery-and-change-over-time/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/satellite-imagery-and-change-over-time/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-london-epidemic/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/comparing-historical-maps/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/investigating-map-projections/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/mapping-us-watersheds/



