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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro ntrol) Order 1972

This guidance is based on section 8 of the Immigr
(Exemption from Control) Order 1972, as a

2015.
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro
Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Armed forces: about this guidance

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This guidance tells you about members of the armed forces who are exempt f
immigration control under section 8(4)(a), (b) and (c) of the ImmigratioagA

DN control
under the Immigration (Exemption from Control ) Order 19
Immigration (Exemption from Control)(Amendment) Order
into effect on 28 November 2015.

comes

Within this guidance ‘armed forces rules’ m&ans, Ap

Rules.

orces to the Immigration

Army or Royal Air Force who is

'Gurkha‘ means a person who is
Army.

e of Gurkhas as part of the British

“The 1972 Exemption Or:
(as amended by the Im
Changes to this gui

om Control) (Amendment) Order 2015.
you what has changed since previous versions.

this section
Changes to this

quidance

Contact

Information owner

Related links
Links to staff intranet
removed

External links
Immigration Act 1971
section 8

Immigration (Exemption
from Control) Order
1972

Appendix Armed Forces
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration

(Exemption from Control) Order 1972

Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Armed forces: exempt from immigration control: key facts

This page provides the key facts about members of the armed forces and eligible depeéndants of US

serving military personnel who are exempt from immigration control.

In this guidance HM Forces refers to a member of the home forces (HM Forces) s
law.

Category: Members of armed forces

Who is exempt The following are exempt from im

¢ a full time member of the
to service law - regular (n orces personnel
are subjéet to semvice law a times whilst enlisted

e areservist with oyed or due to be deployed
- this mean

ho is undergoing or due to undergo

in the UK with any body, contingent or

nt of the home forces including NATO forces
0 are serving or posted for service in the UK as
ber of a visiting force (including those referred to

ons who are serving or posted for service as a

member of an international headquarters or defence
organisation designated in the Order of Council

¢ eligible dependants of serving US military personnel
assigned to duty in the UK

Applications made in or outside UK for exempt status from
serving military personnel — no application necessary as exempt
status is conferred by the Immigration Act 1971.

Applications for evidence of exempt status made outside the UK
from an eligible dependant of US serving personnel — Visa4UK.

Application made in country for exempt status from an eligible
dependant of US serving personnel — request in writing. No form
or fee required.
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration

(Exemption from Control) Order 1972

Cost of application:

Home Office - Fees for our services
There is no charge for a request of evidence of exempt status.

Immigration Health
Surcharge

Does not apply

Entry clearance mandatory?

No. Exempt

Is biometric information
required for applications
made in the UK?

No if exempt under the Immigration Act 1971 or the
Exemption Order.

Code of leave to remain Exempt
granted

Entry clearance Exempt
endorsements

Conditions of leave to remain

It is a Ministry of Defence (MOD) reg
personnel may only take additional
consent of the commanding offi

How long is leave to remain
normally granted for?

Will remain exempt from cont
forces or, in the case of a rese

deployment t@'ing orgdeploym

onnel will cease to be

Exemption Order.

Are dependants allowed?

nce or leave to enter or remain

of Appendix Armed Forces (and any
ons that apply), dependants are regarded as:

partners

unmarried partners providing they have been living
together in a relationship akin to marriage or civil
partnership for at least two years

fiancés or proposed civil partners

children under the age of 18

children over the age of 18 are eligible to apply for leave
to enter or remain if they previously had leave as the child
of a member of HM Forces but leave to remain only if
their sponsor is a member of other armed forces

other dependants of international forces as defined in
Appendix Armed Forces

Work and study allowed?

In general, yes

Switching into this category

Yes. From 11 July 2013 the MOD require a person to have five
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration

(Exemption from Control) Order 1972

allowed?

years’ legal residency in the UK at the time they apply to join HM
Forces.

Does this category lead to
settlement (indefinite leave to
enter/remain)?

Yes for HM Forces personnel

No — for international forces

No — for eligible dependants of US military perso
exempt from immigration control.

Is knowledge of language
and life required?

This is not required for discharged members of HM
applying for leave after discharge.

For the dependants of HM Forces - language re
limited leave and KOLL for settlement if over 18.
partners of HM forces and those applyi ieti
violence need not demonstrate comg
English language requirements.

rsonnel — no language
control.

Eligible depe‘nts

requirements as

CID case type

Immigration Rules and
legislation
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro

Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Armed forces: changes to this guidance

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry

This page lists changes to the ‘Armed forces: exempt from immigratio
with the most recent at the top.

Date of the change

Details of the change

Change request:

e changes made throughout t
to reflect me
order

20 March 2014

Change request:

f HM Forces
nd bullet

is a new page
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro
Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Armed forces: definitions

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you how a member of HM Forces, or a serving member of an
force, is covered by the Immigration Act and Immigration Rules.

Armed forces rules
From 1 December 2013 the armed forces rules are in Appe
Immigration Rules. Guidance on dealing with applications un
for HM Forces families can be found in th ated li

Definition of HM Forces
The law defining whether someone is a member
Forces Act 2006. To be a member of H

Eligibility to enlist in HM Forces
From 11 July 2013 it is a Mi

o eflfst in HM Forces must demonstrate they hold
ime of their initial application to enlist

or example, the Territorial Army) must show they
ain in the UK

xternal links
Immigration Act 1971,
Section 8

Appendix Armed Forces

Armed Forces Act 2006

Immigration (Exemption
from Control) Order
1972
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro ntrol) Order 1972

Deployment includes, but is not limited to:

postings to combat zones

peacekeeping duties to provide humanitarian aid
enforcing anti-terrorism measures

helping combat the international drugs trade

Definition of international forces
A member of an international force is a person who is a me
or a force raised under the law of:

e colony ‘

e protectorate
e protected state

ro mmo alth force

who is:

member of one of t
of an international
in Council
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro
Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Armed forces: rights of admission

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you about the rights of admission to the UK for members of H
international forces.

Rights of admission to the UK
Where a member of HM Forces, or a member of an international
immigration control under section 8(4) of the Immigration
Officer is satisfied that this is the case, the Border Force O

S Fo rom immigration control
tisfied they meet the

ation order.

Where a dependant of a serving member o
under the 1972 Exemption Order and the Bor

Verifying the right of admis
Members of HM Forces must

¢ if they are a reservi
need to show curre
control throu

te whether an applicant is a member of HM Forces and exempt from
it is apparent that, were it not for these checks, the individual would

elated links
Immigration Rules

External links
Immigration Act 1971,
Section 8

Immigration (Exemption
from Control) Order
1972

Armed Forces Act 2006,
section 367
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro ontrol) Order 1972

demonstrate they have lived and held valid leave in the UK for a minimum of 5 'S and be
able to demonstrate they have been living in the UK for this period of time im
before starting the recruitment process.

The only exceptions to this requirement will be those individuals who hold evic
Ministry of Defence dated before 11 July of either:

a written valid job offer

confirmation of a training place

a confirmed date to attend an assessment centre
a confirmed date to attend a psychometric test (Royal

\ 4

avy only)
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Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

International forces: verifying the right of admission

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you about verifying the right of admission for members of interpational force
The Partnership for Peace extends most (although not all) of the
June 1951) provisions to members of the Partnership. Article Ill i
that extends to the Partnership for Peace and therefore we must
presentation of military identity card and movement orders.

Members of international forces (for example, Commonweal
countries covered by The Partnership for Péace S (date
following documentation:

June 1995) must carry the

¢ identity card issued by their national autho
o hame

date of birth

rank and number

branch of the service

photograph

e all serving members
card, know as:

o Air Force - 2AF

o Army - 2A

o Navy and

howing

o O O O

s forces are issued with a blue or green identity

orders’, when travelling on duty or on leave,
eys - these orders may be issued by either:

lef Eastern Atlantic Area (CINCEASTLANT) and the Commander-in-Chief Air
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro
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Force Eastern Atlantic Area (CINAIREASTLAN)

Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Dependants of serving US military personnel

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you about the eligibility requirements for dependants o
made exempt from immigration control as of 28 November 2015 b
Exemption Order.

The Exemption Order only covers certain eligible dependa
military personnel. Caseowners should make sure that all o
forces seek entry clearance or leave to enter or remain in th

Armed Forces. ‘

For the purpose of the 1972 Exemption Order

e aperson listed on the movement
government confirmin
to duty in the UK and is

o a spouse of the se
o a child under the age
or to join thei

icial document issued by the US
ber of the US military assigned

External links
Immigration Act 1971,
Section 8

Appendix Armed Forces

The Immigration
(Exemption from
Control) (Amendment)
Order 2015
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro

ntrol) Order 1972

Eligible dependants should submit a request for evidence of their exempt status i
UK using the drop down menu:

Category: Type of Visa = Exempt
Purpose of Application = Exempt
Type of Application = MVF Exempt (US) Dependant

A specific vignette for this cohort will be issued with the following

TO ACC/JOIN AF —
EXEMPT DEP US MIL

No recourse to public funds ‘

Expiry date of Vignette - the vignette should be
is known to conclude earlier.

On Entry
Eligible dependants are encoura [ mpt Vignette prior to travel as evidence
of their exemption from immigratio i mooth the process of entry at the UK
border and to demonstrate t ight to remain and work in the UK.
There is no legal obligati d those arriving at a point of entry without a
vignette will need to de i ibility for entry by holding:

e avalid pa ' ity and nationality and:

ised as their dependant

ss the sponsors posting

ent orders’ or other official document issued by the
confirming their sponsor is assigned to duty in the UK and that the

nsor is assigned to the UK as a serving member of the military
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro

ontrol) Order 1972

Exemption Order they may endorse the passport with their personal date stamp. ding
card has not been completed the Border Force Officer should complete a skelg are
statistical purposes. Only the nationality and category needs to be completedflf a perso

date stamp is put in the eligible dependant’s passport the landing card shouldialso be

stamped and the category "O’ entered.

Not all movement or posting orders make it clear that the person
serving in the US military or if they are a civilian working for the

‘Other dependants’ including children aged 21 or over are
the MOU. They must meet the requirements set out in para
Appendix Armed Forces. '
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro
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Dependants of serving US military personnel: in country requests

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you about the eligibility requirements for dependants of US mi
exempt from immigration control by the 1972 Exemption Order as of 28
who are already in the UK.

personng

For the purpose of the 1972 Exemption Order an “eligible depenc

e a person listed on the official order of the sponsor an
member of the US military assigned to duty in the UK a
o a spouse of the serving member oﬁe US mili

o a child under the age of 21 on the
join the sponsor

dependant under Appendi
Appendix Armed Forces

nfirmation of exemption (vignettes)
ts of US serving military personnel will become

xternal links
Immigration Act 1971,
Section 8

Appendix Armed Forces

Armed Forces: Exempt
from immigration control

The Immigration
(Exemption from
Control) (Amendment)
Order 2015
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro

ntrol) Order 1972

Process for dealing with requests for vignettes
All requests for a vignette from eligible dependants in the UK should be sent i
together with:

a valid passport

2 passport photographs
individual or collective ‘movement orders’ or other official do
government confirming their serving sponsor is assigned to
individual is recognised as their dependant

a copy of their sponsor’s passport details page or oth
full name, date of birth and nationality

reliable evidence that the sponsor is igned
military ‘

the posting or movement order and/or m
relationship (If a spouse)

how evidence of the

Home Office
Premium Servi Armed Forces Team
3" Floor, Lu

serving member of the

if a child, evidence of that relationshi e that their other parent either meets
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro ontrol) Order 1972

civilian seeking entry or leave as a relevant civilian employee. Caseowners s
that proof of the sponsor’s enlistment in the US military is seen.

‘Other dependants’ including children aged 21 or over are not includ

the MOU. They must meet the requirements set out in paragraph )4
Appendix Armed Forces.
ey are an eligible

tion Order. There is no
0 so in order to hold

Switching
Those in the UK holding leave to enter or remain under a di
Immigration Rules will be considered exempt as of 28 Nove
dependant and do not fail any of the cond sin
legal requirement for them to apply to switch b
evidence of their right to remain in the UK.
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Armed forces: exempt from immigration control

Armed forces: procedure on entry

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you about the procedure to follow when a member of HM For
member of a NATO Force arrives in the UK.

Military personnel must produce a valid passport or travel do
meet all of the necessary conditions. If they#satisfy

the criteria the passport may be endorsed
stamp.

ce Officer that they meet
fficer's personal date

claim you may consider them as a
civilian who requires leave to mined for eligibility under the

Immigration Rules.

If further enquiries are necessary, fr:
police commander at the lo
consulted.

xternal links
Immigration Act 1971,
Section 8

Appendix Armed Forces
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HM Forces: procedure after entry

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page tells you about the procedure to follow after a member of HM Force
UK.

If a person admitted in another capacity (for example, stud
you must tell them to contact the Ministry of Defence (MOD)

If, following the MOD intense selection pro&s, a
they will be considered as enlisted in HM Forc

a covering note from the military
is required. Their passport must be

They must submit their passport to the

To enable discharged m
remain following di

ho wish to, to apply for indefinite leave to
dividual themselves should provide the Home
Office will then grant a period of 28 days leave to

ith leave before they join HM Forces

xternal links
Immigration Act 1971,
Section 8

Appendix Armed Forces
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Where a HM Forces member had leave to enter or remain before they became e
that leave period is still valid at the point they cease to be exempt then sectio
1971 Act sets out that that leave is automatically resumed.

Where a person resumes an immigration status they no lo

student visa despite no longer being a student, then casewo 21 curtailment

of the leave. '
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ontrol) Order 1972

Visiting Forces Act: designated countries

About this guidance This page tells you which countries are designated under section 1 of the Visi xternal links
Key facts 1952. Immigration Act 1971,
Definitions Section 8
Rights of admission List of countries designated under Section 1 of the Visiting
Verifying the right of Albania Finland Appendix Armed Forces
admission: member of Antigua and Barbuda | France
international forces Armenia The Gambia
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry Australia Georgia ‘
Countries designated Austria Germany Turkmenistan
under section 1 Visiting | | Azerbaijan Greece Tuvalu
Forces Act 1952 Bahamas Grenada Uganda
Countries designated by | [Bangladesh Ukraine
various orders Barbados United states
NATO: member states of America
Belarus Uzbekistan
Belgium Vanuatu
Belize Spain Western
Samoa
Bermuda St Christopher and Nevis
Bosnia-Herzego St Lucia
Botswana St Vincent & the
Grenadines
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Slovakia
Latvia Slovenia
Maldives Solomon Islands
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Czech Republic Malta South Africa
Denmark Mauritius Sri Lanka
DRC Moldova Swaziland
Dominica Montenegro Sweden
Estonia Mozambique Switzerland
Fiji Namibia Tajikistan

Partnership for Peace

The following countries are signed up to the Partnership fo
Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russi
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Bosnia and Herzeg
Austria, Finland, Ireland, Malta, Sweden,

ovina, Republic of
‘Swit :
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This guidance is based on the Immigration Act 1971, the Immigration Rules and Immigration (Exemption fro
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Armed forces: contacts

ontrol) Order 1972

About this guidance
Key facts

Definitions

Rights of admission
Verifying the right of
admission: member of
international forces
Procedure on entry
Procedure after entry
Countries designated
under section 1 Visiting
Forces Act 1952
Countries designated by
various orders

NATO: member states

This page explains who to contact for more help with a specific case in the ar
exempt from immigration control category and this includes eligible dep

of members of the armed forces) and this guidance and sti
category, you must first ask your entry clearance manager,
manager.

If the question cannot be answered at that
sought advice from):

e for policy queries, caseworkers a

The GRaFT will ac broken links, missing information or the format,
u can send these using the link: Email Guidance -

making chang

Related links
Changes to this

gquidance

Information owner

External links

The Immigration
(Exemption from
Control) (Amendment)
Order 2015
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Armed forces: information owner

About this guidance This page tells you about this version of the ‘Armed forces: exempt from immi elated links
Key facts guidance and who owns it. See also
Definitions Changes to this
Rights of admission Version 3.0 guidance
Verifying the right of Valid from date 27 November 2015

admission: member of Policy owner Official — sensitive: informatj Contact
international forces Cleared by director Official — sensitive: informati

Procedure on entry Director's role External links
Procedure after entry Clearance date 12 March ’

Countries designated This version approved for | Official — sensiti

under section 1 Visiting publication by

Forces Act 1952 Approver's role

Countries designated by Approval date

various orders
NATO: member states

Changes to this guidance can o uidance, Rules and Forms team
(GRaFT). If you think the policy co ing you must email the armed forces
idance, if appropriate.

The MGT will accept dir links, missing information or the format, style
and navigability of this g . send these using the link: Email Guidance —
making changes.
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