
2020 Portrait of Asian / Pacific Islander
Active Duty Service Members

Civil War 1911 1999 2015

Chinese Americans 
fought on both sides of 
the Civil War, with the 
majority serving in the 
U.S. Navy. 

Pvt. Jose B. Nisperos 
as the first Asian / 
acific Islander to 
ceive the Medal of 
onor for heroism in 
e Philippines. 
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Gen. Eric Shinseki 
became the first Asian 
American four-star 
general and 34th Chief 
of Staff of the Army.

ce Admiral Raquel 
. Bono, a former 
hief of the Navy 
edical Corps, was 
e first female Navy 
edical officer to 
hieve three-star 
nk. 

C
C
M
th
m
ac
ra

Air Force 17,440
More than 5 out of every 100 
Airmen are Asian / Pacific 
Islander

Army 29,313 6 out of every 100 Soldiers are 
Asian / Pacific Islander

Marine Corps 7,793 4 out of every 100 Marines are 
Asian / Pacific Islander

Navy 22,985 Approximately 7 out of every 100 Sailors 
are Asian / Pacific Islander

21.7% The percent of Asian /
Pacific Islanders who are 
senior enlisted (E6 - E9). 7.8% 

The percent of officers
commissioned in FY 2019 
who identify as Asian / 
Pacific Islander.

Enlisted Occupations Officer Occupations
Electrical / Mechanical Equipment Repairers 8,920 1,138

Functional Support & Administration Specialists 6,852 3,101
Service & Supply Handlers 6,054 1,528

Infantry, Gun Crews & Seamanship Specialists 7,018 522
Health Care Specialists 5,151 2,205

Electronic Equipment Specialists 6,000 1,049
Communications & Intelligence Specialists 5,223 1,119

Non-Occupational Specialists 2,556 649
Craftsworkers 1,488 267

Other Technical & Allied Specialists 1,366 288

Male = Female = 

Tactical Operations Officers 2,904 413
Health Care Officers 1,934 1,374

Engineering & Maintenance Officers 1,173 238
Supply, Procurement & Allied Officers 954 339

Intelligence Officers 894 295
Non-Occupational Officers 776 190
Scientists & Professionals 729 156

Administrators 514 285
Other Officers 82 37

General Officers & Executives 23 3

Male = Female = 

Department of Defense Office for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Fiscal Year 2019 Military Data Source: Defense Manpower Data Center



Portrait of Asian / Pacific Islander 
DoD Civilians 

World War II 1956 2000s 2017 

Daniel K. Inouye 
served in the U.S. Army 
during WWII and later 
became the first 
Japanese American to 
receive both the Medal 
of Honor and Medal of 
Freedom. He 
represented Hawaii in 
the U.S. Congress for 
53 years, first as a 
representative, then as 
a senator. 

Dalip Singh Saund
was the first Asian 
American, and first
member of a 
non-Abrahamic faith, 
to be elected to 
Congress. 

David Chu was
appointed Under
Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and
Readiness, becoming
a senior policy adviser
for recruitment, career
development, and pay 
and benefits for DoD 
personnel. 

ammy Duckworth, a 
etired disabled
eteran, was the first
hai-American to be
lected to the U.S.
enate.

7,257Air Force 
Civilian Approximately 4 out of every 100 Air Force civilian 

employees are Asian / Pacific Islander 

11,834 Army Civilian 
Almost 5 out of every 100 Army civilian employees
are Asian / Pacific Islander 

1,033Marine Corps
Civilian Almost 6 out of every 100 Marine Corps civilian

employees are Asian / Pacific Islander 

22,823Navy Civilian 
Approximately 11 out of every 100 Navy civilian 

7,306DoD Agency / 
Activity Civilian Almost 7 out of every 100 DoD Agencies & Activities 

civilian employees are Asian / Pacific Islander 

Pacific Islander DoD
civilians who are
veterans.

positions filled by Asian / 
Pacific Islanders in FY 2019. 

Top 10 GS 1 - 14 Civilian Career Fields Top 10 GS - 15 / SES Civilian Career Fields 
Engineering & Architecture 4,593 

General Administrative, Clerical & Office Services 2,309 
Medical, Hospital, Dental & Public Health 954 

Business & Industry 1,362 
Accounting & Budget 921 

Information Technology 1,399 
Misc. Occupations 1,347 

Supply 711 
Human Resources Management 360 

Education Group 251 

1,023 
2,610 
2,694 
1,515 
1,880 
472 
242 
753 
669 
423 

Male = Female = 

General Administrative, Clerical & Office Services 67 
Engineering & Architecture 67 

Accounting & Budget 18 
Legal & Kindred 13 

Information Technology 18 
Mathematical Sciences 14 

Business & Industry 6 
Social Science, Psychology & Welfare 7 

Human Resources Management 2 
Equipment, Facilities & Services 8 0 

Male = Female = 
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2020 

employees are Asian / Pacific Islander 
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Department of Defense Office for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Fiscal Year 2019 DoD Civilian Data Source; Defense Civilian Personnel Data System 

29.5% 
The percent of 

 
 

Asian /
 3% The percent of DoD SES
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