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                    Abstract
Coleridge’s distinction between reason and understanding takes pride of place in many accounts of Coleridge’s thought, and rightly so, since Coleridge himself repeatedly insisted on its central importance. However, the context in which this distinction was struck and the forces at work in it have been misunderstood because the central tension over the concept of reason itself has been comprehensively missed in previous readings of Coleridge’s relationship with German philosophy.
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