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In the Roman social hierarchy, the equestrian order stood second

only to the senatorial aristocracy in status and prestige. Throughout

more than a thousand years of Roman history, equestrians played

prominent roles in the Roman government, army and society as

cavalrymen, officers, businessmen, tax-collectors, jurors, administra-

tors and writers. This book offers the first comprehensive history of

the equestrian order, covering the period from the eighth century BC

to the fifth century AD. It examines how Rome’s cavalry became the

equestrian order during the Republican period, before analysing how

imperial rule transformed the role of equestrians in government.

Using literary and documentary evidence, the book demonstrates

the vital social function which the equestrian order filled in the

Roman world, and how this was shaped by the transformation of

the Roman state itself.
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Abbreviations

AE L’Année épigraphique, Paris (1888–present).

ANRW Temporini, H. (ed.) (1972–88), Aufstieg und

Niedergang der römischen Welt, Berlin.

BGU Aegyptische Urkunden aus den staatlichen Museen zu

Berlin, Griechische Urkunden, Berlin (1895–2005).

CAH IX2 Crook, J. A., Lintott, A. and Rawson, E. (eds.) (1994),

The Cambridge Ancient History, vol. IX: The Last Age of

the Roman Republic, 146–43 BC, 2nd edition,

Cambridge

CAH X² Bowman, A. K., Champlin, E. and Lintott, A. (eds.)

(1996), The Cambridge Ancient History, vol. X: The

Augustan Empire, 43 BC–AD 69, 2nd edition,

Cambridge.

CAH XI² Bowman, A. K., Garnsey, P. and Rathbone, D. (eds.)

(2000), The Cambridge Ancient History, vol. XI: The

High Empire, AD 70–192, 2nd edition, Cambridge.

CAH XII¹ Cook, S. A., Adcock, F. E. and Charlesworth, M. P.

(eds.) (1939), The Cambridge Ancient History, vol. XII:

The Imperial Crisis and Recovery, AD 193–324,

Cambridge.

CAH XII² Bowman, A. K., Cameron, A. and Garnsey, P. (eds.)

(2005), The Cambridge Ancient History, vol. XII: The

Crisis of Empire, AD 193–337, 2nd edition, Cambridge.

CAH XIII Cameron, A. and Garnsey, P. (eds.) (1998), The

Cambridge Ancient History, vol. XIII: The Late Empire,

AD 337–425, 2nd edition, Cambridge.

ChLA Bruckner, A. and Marichal, R. et al. (eds.) (1954–pre-

sent), Chartae Latinae Antiquiores, Lausanne.

CIL Mommsen, T. et al. (eds.) (1862–present), Corpus

Inscriptionum Latinarum, Berlin.

CJ Krüger, P. (ed.) (1892), Corpus Iuris Civilis Volumen

Secundum: Codex Iustinianus, 5th edition, Berlin.
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CLE Bücheler, F. and Lommatzsch, E. (eds.) (1930),

Carmina Latina Epigraphica, 2nd edition, Leipzig.

Corinth VIII.2 West, A. B. (ed.) (1931), Corinth: Results of Excavations

Conducted by the American School of Classical Studies

at Athens, vol. VIII, Part II: Latin Inscriptions 1896–

1926, Cambridge, MA.

Corinth VIII.3 Kent, J. H. (ed.) (1966), Corinth: Results of Excavations

Conducted by the American School of Classical Studies

at Athens, vol. VIII, Part III: The Inscriptions, 1926–

1950, Princeton.

CTh. Mommsen, T. and Meyer, P. M. (eds.) (1905),

Theodosiani Libri XVI cum Constitutionibus

Sirmondianis et leges novellae ad Theodosianum perti-

nentes, Berlin.

Eph. Ep. Mommsen, T. et al. (eds.) (1872–1903), Ephemeris

Epigraphica: Corporis Inscriptionum Latinarum

Supplementum, Berlin.

FGrH Jacoby, F. et al. (eds.) (1923–present), Die Fragmente

der griechischen Historiker, Berlin and Leiden.

FHG Müller, C. (ed.) (1878–85), Fragmenta Historicorum

Graecorum, 4 vols., Paris.

I. Ankara Mitchell, S. and French, D. (eds.) (2012), The Greek and

Latin Inscriptions of Ankara (Ancyra), vol. I: From

Augustus to the End of the Third Century AD, Munich.

I. Aph. Reynolds, J., Roueché, C. and Bodard, G. (eds.) (2007),

Inscriptions of Aphrodisias URL: http://insaph.kcl.ac.u

k/iaph2007

I. Didyma Wiegand, T. (ed.) (1958), Didyma 2: Die Inschriften,

Berlin.

I. Eph. Wankel, H. et al. (eds.) (1979–81), Die Inschriften von

Ephesos, 8 vols., Bonn.

I. Ilion Frisch, P. (ed.) (1981), Die Inschriften von Ilion, Bonn.

I. Keramos Varinlioğlu, E. (ed.) (1986), Die Inschriften von

Keramos, Bonn.

I. Magn. Kern, O. (ed.) (1900), Die Inschriften von Magnesia am

Maeander, Berlin.

I. Perge Şahin, S. (ed.) (1999–2004),Die Inschriften von Perge, 2

vols., Bonn.

I. Prusias Ameling, W. (ed.) (1985), Die Inschriften von Prusias

ad Hypium, Bonn.
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I. Selge Nollé, J. and Schindler, F. (eds.) (1991), Die Inschriften

von Selge, Bonn.

IDR III.2 Russu, I. I. and Pippidi, D. M. (eds.) (1980),

Inscriptiones Daciae Romanae III. Dacia Superior 2.

Ulpia Traiana Dacica (Sarmizegetusa), Bucharest.

IG Inscriptiones Graecae, Berlin (1890–present).

IGBulg. Mihailov, G. (ed.) (1956–97), Inscriptiones Graecae in

Bulgaria repertae, 5 vols., Sofia.

IGR Cagnat, R. et al. (eds.) (1906–27), Inscriptiones Graecae

ad Res Romanas pertinentes, 4 vols., Paris.

ILAfr. Cagnat, R. and Merlin, A. (eds.) (1923), Inscriptions

latines d’Afrique, Paris.

ILAlg. Gsell, S. and Pflaum, H.-G. (eds.) (1922–23),

Inscriptions latines d’Algérie, 2 vols., Paris.

ILLRP Degrassi, A. (ed.) (1963–5), Inscriptiones Latinae

Liberae Rei Publicae, 2 vols., Florence.

ILS Dessau, H. (ed.) (1892–1916), Inscriptiones Latinae

Selectae, 3 vols., Berlin.

Inscr. It. XIII Degrassi, A. (ed.) (1937–63), Inscriptiones Italiae XIII:

Fasti et Elogia, 3 vols., Rome.

IRT Reynolds, J. M. and Ward-Perkins, J. B. (eds.) (1952),

The Inscriptions of Roman Tripolitania, Rome.

LIA Ehmig, U. and Haensch, R. (eds.) (2012), Die latei-

nischen Inschriften aus Albanien, Bonn.

LSA Smith, R. R. R. andWard-Perkins, B. (eds.) (2012), The

Last Statues of Antiquity Database. http://laststatues.cl

assics.ox.ac.uk

LTUR Steinby, E. M. (ed.) (1993–9), Lexicon Topographicum

Urbis Romae, 6 vols., Rome.

M. Chr. Mitteis, L. and Wilcken, U. (eds.) (1912), Grundzüge

und Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde, vol. II:

Juristischer Teil, Part II: Chrestomathie, Berlin and

Leipzig.

ME Monumentum Ephesenum in Cottier, M. et al. (eds.)

(2008), The Customs of Law of Asia, Oxford.

OGIS Dittenberger, W. (ed.) (1903–5), Orientis Graecae

Inscriptiones Selectae, 2 vols., Leipzig.

OLD Glare, P. G. W. (ed.) (2012), Oxford Latin Dictionary,

2nd edition, 2 vols., Oxford.
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ORF4 H. Malcovati (ed.) (1976), Oratorum Romanorum

Fragmenta, 4th edition, 2 vols, Turin.

P. Berl. Leihg. Kalén, T. and Tomsin, A. (eds.) (1932–77), Berliner

Leihgabe griechischer Papyri, Uppsala.

P. Berol. Papyrus Berolinensis (Berlin papyri). Inv. 8334 pub-

lished in Körtenbeutel, H. (ed.) (1940), Ein Kodizill

eines römischen Kaisers, Berlin.

P. Dura Welles, C. B., Fink, R. O. andGilliam, J. F. (eds.) (1959),

The Excavations at Dura-Europos: Final Report V,

Part 1: The Parchments and Papyri, New Haven.

P. Euphr. Feissel, D. and Gascou, J. (1995), ‘Documents

d’Archives romains inédits du moyen Euphrate’,

Journal des Savants, 65–119.

P. Flor. Vitelli, G. and Comparetti, D. (eds.) (1906–15), Papiri

greco-egizii, Papiri Fiorentini, Milan.

P. Giss. Eger, O., Kornemann, E. and Meyer, P. M. (eds.)

(1910–12), Griechische Papyri im Museum des ober-

hessischen Geschichtsvereins zu Giessen, Leipzig and

Berlin.

P. Harr. Powell, J. E. et al. (eds.) (1936–85), The Rendel Harris

Papyri of Woodbrooke College, Birmingham,

Cambridge.

P. Hib. Grenfell, B. P. and Hunt, A. S. (eds.) (1906), The Hibeh

Papyri I, London.

Turner, E. G. and Lenger, M.-T. (eds.) (1955), The

Hibeh Papyri II, London.

P. Lond. Kenyon, F. G. et al. (eds.) (1893–1974), Greek Papyri in

the British Museum, London.

P. Mert. Bell, H. I. et al. (eds.) (1948–82), A Descriptive

Catalogue of the Greek Papyri in the Collection of

Wilfred Merton, London.

P. Oxy. The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, London (1898–present).

P. Stras. Griechische Papyrus der kaiserlichen Universitäts- und

Landes-bibliothek zu Strassburg, Leipzig, Paris and

Strasbourg (1912–89).

PLRE I Jones, A. H. M., Martindale, J. R. and Morris, J. (eds.)

(1971), The Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire,

vol. I: AD 260–395, Cambridge.
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PME Devijver, H. (ed.) (1976–2001), Prosopographia mili-

tiarum equestrium quae fuerunt ab Augusto ad

Gallienum, 6 vols., Leuven.

PSI Papiri greci e latini, Florence (1912–present).

RE Pauly, A. F., Wissowa, G. and Kroll, W. et al. (eds.)

(1893–1980), Real-Encyclopädie der classischen

Altertumswissenschaft, Stuttgart.

RECAM IV McLean, B. H. (ed.) (2002), Greek and Latin

Inscriptions in the Konya Archaeological Museum

(Regional Epigraphic Catalogues of Asia Minor IV),

London.

RG Cooley, A. E. (ed. and trans.) (2009), Res Gestae Divi

Augusti: Text, Translation, and Commentary,

Cambridge.

RIB Collingwood, R. G. andWright, R. P. (eds.) (1965), The

Roman Inscriptions of Britain, vol. I: Inscriptions on

Stone, Oxford.

RIC Mattingly, H., Sydenham, E. A. et al. (eds.) (1923–

present), Roman Imperial Coinage, London.

RPC IV Online Howgego, C., Heuchert, V. and Yarrow, L. M. (eds.)

(2006), Roman Provincial Coinage, vol. IV: The

Antonine Period. http://rpc.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/

RS Crawford, M. H. (ed.) (1996), Roman Statutes, 2 vols.,

London.

SB Shackleton Bailey, D. R. (ed.) (1965–80), Cicero’s

Letters, 6 vols., Cambridge. (Shackleton Bailey’s num-

bering is cited in square brackets following the tradi-

tional reference.)

SCPP Eck, W., Caballos, A. and Fernández, F. (1996), Das

senatus consultum de Cn. Pisone patre, Munich.

SEG Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Leiden and

Amsterdam (1923–present).

SIG3 Dittinberger, W. et al. (eds.) (1915–24), Sylloge

Inscriptionum Graecarum, 3rd edition, Leipzig.

Tab. Vind. II–III Bowman, A. K. and Thomas, J. D. (eds.) (1994–

2003), The Vindolanda Writing Tablets, vols. II–III,

London.
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TAM Tituli Asiae Minoris, Vienna (1901–present).

vdH2 van den Hout, M. P. J. (1988), M. Cornelii Frontonis

Epistulae, 2nd edition, Leipzig.

W. Chr. Mitteis, L. and Wilcken, U. (eds.) (1912), Grundzüge

und Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde, 2 vols., Lepizig

and Berlin.
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