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Foreword

A Statement the Author Would Like to Have You Read

The nine years Ellen White spent in Australia introduced her
to new and different living and working conditions. It also placed
upon her responsibilities in some areas she had not previously borne.
Nearing her sixty-fourth birthday, she was reluctant to interrupt
her work of writing and leave America for a distant field of labor,
but near the close of her sojourn she could write, “God sent me to
Australia.”—Letter 175, 1899.

The resources from which this volume was developed have been
full and exceptionally rich. Ellen White, anticipating a published
account of her work overseas, reported, “I have kept up my diary, as
far as possible, of our labors in Australia and in Europe.”—Letter
36, 1910. Her experience in producing biographical sketches of her
life in 1860, 1876, and 1885 led her to see the value of such records.
The manuscript “Australian Experiences”; her diaries; her reports
of activities in the Review and Herald; and her correspondence,
especially letters to her sons Edson and William and two or three
close associates in America, have provided the prime sources.

Ellen White performed a dual ministry in Australia. She virtually
pioneered the work in that new field; at the same time she nurtured
and counseled, through her letters, the church in America, presenting
what God set before her in vision. She wrote carefully and with
sympathy and understanding, but at times there were firm messages
pointing the way God would have His work managed, or correcting
a course of action on the part of individuals that if unchanged would
be detrimental to them and to the cause of God, and perhaps even
lead to their own ruin. Through foreshortening in this volume, they
may seem abrupt and at times harsh, but the reader must remember
that in their original form they came to the recipient in an appropriate
setting, in a sympathetic mood and aimed at winning confidence.

X1
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Foreword Xiii

Sums of money are mentioned from time to time, sometimes
in British pounds and at other times American dollars. The reader
will be spared some confusion if he keeps in mind that through the
decade Ellen White was in Australia, the currency exchange was
steady, the pound being equivalent to five American dollars.

This volume, Ellen G. White: The Australian Years, 1s a central
volume in a series of six. It is not a history of the church in Australia,
although it is in the setting of historical development. It is not
a slavish chronicle, but a biography, aimed at guiding the reader
through nine years of challenging pioneer work. The author has kept
in mind the following aims and objectives:

1. To write for the average reader, but in such detail and with
such documentation as will meet the expectations of the scholar.

2. To leave the reader with the feeling that he or she is acquainted
with Ellen White as a very human person.

3. To portray accurately the life and work of Ellen White as
the Lord’s messenger in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, not by
a recounting of her active ministry day by day, but by a selection
of events and happenings that illustrate her lifework and make a
contribution to the cause.

4. As far as possible, to keep these events in a year-by-year
development, picturing her home life, her travels, her weaknesses
and strengths, her burden of heart, and her earnest devotional life.

5. To select and present, in detail, significant events, two or three
in a given year, that best illustrate her prophetic mission, depicting
the interplay between the prophet and church leaders, institutions,
and individuals, and recounting the sending of testimonies and the
response to these messages.

6. To provide a knowledge of the principal points of the history
of the church in a unique way as it is seen especially through the
eyes of, or in relation to, the messenger of the Lord.

7. To make the work not only an interesting narrative but a
selection of illustrative experiences with which the reader may at
times vicariously associate himself.

8. To keep constantly before the reader the major role the visions
played in almost every phase of the experiences comprising the
narrative.

[10]
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9. Where convenient to the purposes of the manuscript, to let
Ellen White speak in her own words, rather than providing a para-
phrase. This ensures an accurate conveyance of the unique and
fine points of the messages in the very expressions of the prophetic
messenger herself. Thus, many important statements are provided
in a form that will be of value to all readers.

10. To provide a documented running account of the literary
work done by both Ellen White and her literary assistants in the
production of her articles and books.

11. And in all of this, to present in the narrative, in a natural
way, confidence-confirming features.

This biography has been prepared in response to the earnest
request of the Trustees of the Ellen G. White Estate. The work was
done in the offices of the Estate at the headquarters of the General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, in Washington, D.C.

A task of such proportion as this could not have been accom-
plished singlehandedly within a decade. Even before the respon-
sibility of writing fell on my shoulders, there was the painstaking
effort of Miss Bessie Mount, who, in anticipation on the part of the
White Estate of such a work, was assigned the task of assembling
biographical materials and preparing a card index to biographical
data. This initial contribution to the biography has been most useful.
I am deeply grateful to other members of the White Estate staff
who have served tirelessly in research, and copying and recopying
chapters in preparation.

The critical reading of the manuscript by well-qualified persons
in Australia and America has been much appreciated by the author,
and their suggestions have contributed to its accuracy.

How many pages would be devoted to treating the more than
25,000 days of Ellen White’s active ministry in the United States,
Europe, and Australia?

Arthur L. White



Chapter 1—(1891) The Call to Australia

To Ellen White the year 1891 gave promise of being a good
year for writing and book production. The crisis at the General
Conference session of 1888 at Minneapolis and the resistance on
the part of some church leaders to the wholehearted acceptance of
the message of righteousness by faith had, upon the confessions of
certain key men, largely subsided. In her oral ministry and writing
Ellen White had for much of two years helped to stem the tide of
negative reaction, and the Bible-based doctrine of justification by
faith was by 1891 quite generally accepted.

During the preceding five or six years she had made good
progress, with the aid of her literary assistants, in enlarging and
preparing for colporteur sale volumes one and four of The Spirit of
Prophecy. The Great Controversy bore the publication date of 1888,
and Patriarchs and Prophets came from the press in 1890. Both
were substantial, well-illustrated books, appropriate for sale both
to the world and to the church. It was now Ellen White’s ambition
to take up the life of Christ, bringing out a book that would stand
between the Patriarchs and Controversy, replacing The Spirit of
Prophecy volumes two and three. She felt that if she could just have
a good year without too many interruptions, she could get this done
and have the book in the field fulfilling its mission.

The manuscript for Steps to Christ was in the hands of a religious
publisher in Chicago. The little volume had been prepared at the
suggestion of evangelists that some of the choice materials from
Ellen White on conversion and the Christian life could have a wide
sale and most fruitful mission. It was suggested also that if the
book were put out by a religious book publisher in Chicago or New
York, its circulation and acceptance would be enhanced. Fleming H.
Revell was pleased to receive the manuscript for publication.

The work of the church was expanding overseas. A decade and
a half earlier, in 1874, John N. Andrews had been sent to Europe
to lead out in the work there. Indeed, it was on April 1 of that year

15
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that Ellen White, residing in California, had been given a vision that
the time had come to break away from limited ideas of the work and
take broader views. The “young man” she had “frequently seen” in
her visions declared:

Your light must not be put under a bushel or under
a bed, but on a candlestick, that it may give light to all
that are in the house. Your house is the world.... The
message will go in power to all parts of the world, to
Oregon, to Europe, to Australia, to the islands of the
sea, to all nations, tongues, and peoples.—Life Sketches
of Ellen G. White, 209.

Eight months later, at the dedication of Battle Creek College,
Ellen White described a vision given the day before in which she
saw printing presses in different countries, publishing the message.
When James, her husband, pressed her to name the countries, she
said she could not recall the names. “Oh, yes,” she said, “I remember
one—the angel said ‘Australia.””—DF 105j, WCW, “A Comprehen-
sive Vision.” S. N. Haskell was present, and he made up his mind
he would proclaim the message in Australia. But it was ten years
before the church reached the point in growth that it felt it could
support him in carrying the message to that faraway land in the
South Pacific.

At its 1884 session the General Conference took an action to
send Haskell to lead out in opening up the work of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in Australia. Being a practical man, he chose four families
to help him start the work in the southern continent: J. O. Corliss,
evangelist and editor; M. C. Israel, pastor and evangelist; William
Arnold, a colporteur; and Henry Scott, a printer. The five families
traveled to Australia in 1885, arriving in June, the winter season
in Australia. They threw themselves wholeheartedly into the work;
through two evangelistic efforts, supplemented by book distribution,
there soon was a church of ninety members in Melbourne and a
fledgling monthly magazine, The Bible Echo and Signs of the Times.

Six years later, 1891, the combined membership in Australia
and New Zealand had reached seven hundred; among these were
a number of young people eager to enter the work of spreading


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS.209.1
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_LS.209.1

(1891) The Call to Australia 17

the church’s message in the South Pacific. As Haskell, who had
returned to the States, revisited the field, he saw clearly the need
for a training school, and voiced his convictions in a letter to O. A.
Olsen, president of the General Conference.

The General Conference Takes Action

The twenty-ninth session of the General Conference was held in
Battle Creek, Michigan, commencing Thursday morning, March 5,
1891. It was a meeting marked with a broadening vision, particularly
in lines of education. On Friday morning Haskell, having recently
completed a tour among missions in Africa, India, and other coun-
tries, spoke on the importance of training workers in their native
countries rather than sending them overseas where they often lost
touch with their home situations. Sunday morning W. W. Prescott,
General Conference educational secretary, gave his report, in which
he mentioned a number of calls for schools. He stated that “a re-
quest also comes in for the opening of a school in Australia.”—The
General Conference Bulletin, 1891, 39. On Monday morning, the
Committee on Education brought in the following recommendation:

We recommend,

1. That as soon as practicable, an English Bible
school be opened in Australia, to continue from twelve
to sixteen weeks.

2. That at least two teachers be sent from this coun-
try to have charge of this school.

3. That the expense of maintaining this school be
met by the brethren in Australia in such a manner as
may seem best to them.

4. That the establishment of this school be regarded
as the first step toward a permanent school for children

of all ages, in case the brethren in Australia so desire.—
Ibid., 48

Haskell was convinced that if Ellen G. White were to visit the
field she could bring strength and inspiration, and promote the school
idea as a training center. Others were inclined to side with him in

[14]
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this. So the idea of a visit by Ellen White to Australia began to
develop.

Ellen White hoped that there would be no invitation for her to
leave America. “I long for rest, for quietude, and to get out the ‘Life
of Christ,”” she wrote.—Manuscript 29, 1891. In fact, in anticipa-
tion of a concerted program of writing, she had purchased a lot in
Petoskey, in a resort area on Lake Michigan, and was having a home
built where she and her staff could work without the interruptions
they would have to contend with in Battle Creek.

It was just at this point that word of the invitation of the Foreign
Mission Board reached her, asking her to go to Australia. The action
read:

Whereas, In our judgment it would be a great bless-
ing to the cause in Australia and adjacent colonies for
Sister White to visit that field; Therefore,

Resolved, That we hereby invite her to do so, as soon
as the coming autumn, if her own judgment, and the
light she may have in the matter, shall be in accordance
with this request; it being understood that W. C. White
shall accompany her on this visit.—Ibid., 1891, 256

The meeting in Battle Creek at which this action was taken was
chaired by O. A. Olsen, president of the General Conference; the
secretary was W. C. White, her own son. Looking back on what
her two-year visit to Europe had meant to the cause, church leaders
anticipated that the Australian sojourn would occupy about the same
period of time.

On June 2, 1891, the Review and Herald carried an article written
by Olsen entitled “Our Duty to Advance,” in which he informed the
church at large:

Since the conference, the Foreign Mission Board
has recommended that Sister White go to Australia, if
it be in harmony with her sense of duty; also that Elder
W. C. White accompany her. There has been a long
and urgent call from Australia for Sister White to come
there, but the way has not been open; and even now
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it seems like an unreasonable undertaking for her, at
her age and in her worn condition, to attempt such a
journey; but she is of good courage, and has responded
favorably, and it is quite probable that she and Elder
White will sail for Australia next November.

To Go or Not to Go

The action of the Foreign Mission Board calling for Ellen White
to go to Australia carried a clause that left the final decision with
her. As the summer wore on, she sought the Lord for light, but she
received none.

On August 5, 1891, she wrote in her diary: [Ellen White kept
a journal, sometimes with just brief entries as to her activities and
other times serving as a place in which she might write at some
length on subjects to which the Lord led her mind. These blank
books in which she thus wrote she called her diary. These materials
have been copied and introduced into the manuscript file, bearing
appropriate numbers that appear here as source credits.—Author. ]

This morning my mind is anxious and troubled in
regard to my duty. Can it be the will of God that I go to
Australia? This involves a great deal with me. I have not
special light to leave America for this far-off country.
Nevertheless, if I knew it was the voice of God, I would
go. But I cannot understand this matter.

Some who are bearing responsibilities in America
seem to be very persistent that my special work should
be to go to Europe and to Australia. I finally did go to
Europe and worked there in that new field with all the
power and influence God had given me. My home and
my goods in America became scattered, and I sustained
much loss in this line. I offered my home for sale,
and Dr. Kellogg purchased it. The price I received I
needed, and it was a small price. I did wish it could
have been double, for I had, with W. C. White, to open
new fields, and I invested this means in school homes, in

[15]
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meetinghouses, and in opening new fields.—Manuscript
44, 1891.

Time was running out. Soon a decision had to be made. On
August 20 she wrote:

There is much talk in regard to our journey to Aus-
tralia, but I cannot see my way clear to go. Brethren say
that Sister White will have no such burdens to bear, as
she has here in America, that she can write her books so

[16] much more readily without carrying so many responsi-
bilities, but I know it is no use to tell them that all their
flattering anticipations on my behalf does not lessen my
1deas that going to Australia means work, responsibility
to bear a message to the people who are not what the
Lord would have them to be. If it were not thus, I would
feel authorized to remain in America. As it is, I dare not
mention the state of things in the office [of publication
in Australia] presented to me, for I am then sure they
would firmly conclude I must go.

There is work to be done there, and although those
who have been there all testify that they will gladly re-
ceive any message that the Lord will give me to bear
to them, I am not so sanguine in regard to this as my
brethren in Australia. They know nothing of me and
my work personally, only through my writings. Re-
proof is unpleasant to the natural heart, and the reproof
coming to the people as I know it will come to them
with opposition. Already envy and evil surmisings and
jealousies are at work, lest someone shall have a higher
place in the work than themselves. There is want of
spiritual knowledge, spiritual eyesight to discern the
work that needs to be done as the Lord shall open the
way.—Manuscript 29, 1891.

Nonetheless, she decided to go. As she later wrote of it, she had
adopted the practice of responding to the requests of the General
Conference unless she had special light to the contrary (Letter 18a,
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1892). The brethren had asked her to go; in vision she had been
shown conditions in Australia, which to her seemed to be an indica-
tion that she should go; and since the Lord gave her no direct word
as to the course she should follow, she would go, even though she
wished she might be released from going.

In mid-August the Foreign Mission Board and the General Con-
ference Committee took action appointing G. B. Starr and his wife
to accompany Ellen White and her party to Australia (The Review
and Herald, October 13, 1891).

The September 15, 1891, Review and Herald carried the word:

Sister White left Battle Creek [Wednesday] Septem-
ber 9, in company with Brother W. C. White, and
others, on her Western journey. She will attend the
camp meetings in Colorado and California, and then
sail for Australia.

The Threat of the Walling Lawsuit

While at the Colorado camp meeting in Colorado Springs, Ellen
White met with a unique experience. Her diary entry for September
12, penned on Saturday night, declares:

Today, a lawyer came into my tent and presented me
with papers made out in behalf of W. B. Walling, suing
me for $25,000 damages. He charges that I have alien-
ated from him the affections of his daughters, Addie
and May.—Manuscript 34, 1891.

The two girls were the daughters of Ellen White’s niece, who in
1873 resided with her husband, Will Walling, in Colorado. When
trouble developed in the family, Walling asked James and Ellen
White to take and care for the children for a few months. Once
relieved of their care, however, he took no steps to terminate the
temporary arrangement. James and Ellen White—and Ellen alone
after her husband’s death—reared and educated the two girls as if
they were their own. Now, some eighteen years later, when the
girls were young women, the father, who was living alone, sought
their return to make a home for him. They refused, choosing to stay

[17]
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with their Aunt Ellen, and Walling brought suit against Ellen White,
claiming that she had alienated the affection of his daughters.

Litigation continued over a period of four years until finally
Ellen White, through Harmon Lindsay, an officer of the General
Conference to whom she had entrusted her business affairs while
in Australia, arranged for a settlement out of court. Ellen White
made a cash payment to remove the nuisance lawsuit and to render
unnecessary the girls’ having to appear in court to testify against
their father.

Still in Uncertainty Concerning Australia

In the South Pacific, anticipation of Ellen White’s visit height-
ened. James Harris, of New Zealand, wrote:

Our Sabbathkeepers, and indeed outsiders also, are
on the tiptoe of expectation in the contemplated visit
of Sister White. We believe her sojourn among us will
disarm much of the prejudice at present existing in the
minds of those opposed to our principles and teaching.—

Ibid., October 13, 1891

At the last minute Sara McEnterfer was stricken rather seriously
with illness. As it was clear she could not accompany Ellen White
across the Pacific, Miss Fannie Bolton was chosen to go in her stead.
She had been one of Ellen White’s literary assistants, and it was
thought she could render a dual service (Ibid., September 15, 1891).
But Ellen White still questioned the matter of going. To O. A. Olsen
she wrote on October 12:

I am considering, Can it be my duty to go to Aus-
tralia? Shall I not meet the same objections in the sanc-
tuary line in Australia that I met in Switzerland? What
can [ do? I am presenting the case before the Lord and
I believe He will guide me.—Letter 57, 1891.

Why, as one who was so close to the Lord, and one to whom
He had so often communicated in positive ways that could leave no
question, was she left without some special light from God? Was
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it that she, like others who serve in God’s cause, after carefully
and prayerfully examining all the factors involved, must make a
decision? Was this an experience that would prepare her for the
difficult days ahead? The question was one to which she would have
occasion to come back again and again. But the die was cast. She
would go.

Off to Australia

About twenty-five friends of Ellen White, W. C. White, [W.
C. White was a widower, his wife, mary, having died in 1890.
Anticipating that the stay in australia would be limited to two years
and that much of this would be in travel, he left his two motherless
daughters, ella and mabel, in battle creek, living in his home in the
care of miss mary mortensen.] and the three assistants who traveled
with them, were at the wharf in San Francisco Thursday afternoon,
November 12, 1891, to bid them farewell as they embarked on the
S.S. Alameda for Australia. The three assistants were May Walling,
Fannie Bolton, and Emily Campbell. Ellen White readily chose
Emily to be her cabin mate. She was energetic, outgoing, even-
tempered, a schoolteacher with whom she became acquainted in
Michigan. Mrs. White felt she would make a valuable member of
her staff, even though she had to learn to type on shipboard.

George B. Starr and his wife, Nellie, who in the initial planning
were to be a part of the group, had gone on to Honolulu a few weeks
before, when it was seen that Ellen White would be somewhat
delayed.

In the baggage were trunks holding copies of the E. G. White
manuscripts and letters, letter books, E. G. White books, reference
books, and other working materials that would be needed in setting
up an office in Australia. The letter-size manuscript documents were
folded in half and placed in oilcloth bags made for the purpose. Ellen
White, of course, had writing materials readily at hand so that she
could work as she traveled.

After one day of rough weather the sailing was pleasant, the
captain remarking that he could hardly remember having so pleasant
a voyage. Ellen White describes the ship and the journey:

[19]
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Our vessel, though comparatively small, and not so
elegant as many of the Atlantic boats, was thoroughly
comfortable, convenient, and safe. The officers were
kind and gentlemanly. We had about eighty cabin pas-
sengers, and forty in the steerage. Among the former
were about eight ministers, several of whom were re-
turning home from the great Methodist Conference in
Washington. Religious services were held in the so-
cial hall twice each Sunday, and occasionally on deck
for the steerage passengers.—The Review and Herald,
February 9, 1892.

She also reported that she had an excellent stateroom, and that
“no one could have better attention than we have had.”—Letter 32a,
1891. The women placed their chairs on the deck in front of her
room. Her hip troubled her some, but with soft mattresses in her
deck chair she was quite comfortable.

The Day in Honolulu

It took seven days to sail from San Francisco to the Hawaiian
Islands. Of their arrival Ellen White wrote:

We were glad indeed to reach Honolulu. Elder Starr
and wife, who had preceded us five weeks in order to
bring help to our people and others on this island, met
us together with other friends. As soon as we walked
the gangplank and stepped on the wharf, men, women,
and children greeted us so heartily that we could not feel
otherwise than at home. With the exception of May and
Fannie, we all assembled at Brother Clinch’s house to
consult in what manner we could best spend the twelve
hours allotted us till the boat sailed.

They were so anxious that I should speak that I
consented to do so. Oh, how pleased they were, for it
was more than they expected. Brother Burges and Elder
Starr went at once to see that the people were notified
of the appointment. The large hall of the Young Men’s
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Christian Association building was secured in which to
hold the meeting. Ibid.

The day was spent in sightseeing; a picnic lunch at the “pali,” a
natural attraction in the mountains near Honolulu; a visit to the Kerr
home; and then the meeting in the YMCA hall.

The Voyage to Samoa and Australia

As they left Honolulu, Elder and Mrs. Starr joined the traveling
group. During the seven days to Samoa they crossed the equator.
Somewhat to Ellen White’s surprise, she found the weather not
uncomfortably hot. On Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, she celebrated
her sixty-fourth birthday. The sea was calm, and in her comfortable
rocking chair on deck she had opportunity to contemplate. Thoughts
of God’s preserving care and lovingkindness filled her mind, and
she wrote:

At times I have been afflicted in body and depressed
in spirits, but the Lord has been my Redeemer, my
Restorer. Many have been the rich blessings imparted to
me. In the time of my greatest need, I have been enabled
to hold fast my confidence in my heavenly Father. The
bright beams of the righteousness of Christ have been
shining into my heart and mind, the powers of darkness
are restrained; for Jesus our Advocate lives to make

intercession for us.—The Review and Herald, February
16, 1892.

Reaching Samoa Friday morning, the ship cast anchor offshore
from Apia, its principal city. Samoans hastened out to the side of the
vessel 1in their boats and canoes, laden with articles for sale. There
was an abundance of fruit—pineapples, bananas, oranges, mangoes,
limes, coconuts, and some fruits Ellen White had never heard of.
They also had shells and coral, mats, baskets, and fans woven from
native grasses. Ellen White chose to remain on the ship while her
traveling companions went ashore for the brief stay.

Traveling west and south to New Zealand, they crossed the in-

[21]
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ternational date line. For the first time in her life Ellen White experi-
enced a six-day week, for Tuesday, December 1, was dropped from
the reckoning. They reached Auckland, New Zealand, on Thursday
morning, December 3. Edward Hare and others took them to his
home for lunch. After sightseeing in the afternoon, they met with a
sizable congregation in the Seventh-day Adventist house of worship,
one of the very few in the South Pacific.

Approaching Australia on Monday, the seventh, she brought her
shipboard writing to a close. She noted that she had come short of
meeting the goal she had set for herself in writing:

I have not been able to do much writing on this
voyage. I have written about one hundred and fifty
pages, but I expected to write as much as three hundred
pages. I simply had to keep still, and be content not to
do much of anything. I have not been able to walk on
deck without an assistant, but my limbs [Note: Both
ankles, broken in an accident on a camping trip in the
rocky mountains, were improperly set, leaving her with
a permanent weakness.] are now growing stronger. |
was almost completely exhausted in mind and body
when I came on board the vessel.—Letter 32a, 1891.

Arrival at Sydney, Australia

At seven o’clock Tuesday morning the steamer entered Sydney
harbor. The sea had rolled heavily in the night, and the passengers
had kept close to their berths. But with the morning the whole party
was on deck to see this harbor, reputed to be one of the most beautiful
in the world. As they pulled near the wharf they could see a group
of friends waiting to welcome them. Ellen White recognized A. G.
Daniells and his wife, Mary, although it had been some years since
they were together in Texas. With the others she was unacquainted.
Before the ship touched the wharf, they were shouting back and
forth, and when the gangplank was down, they were soon shaking
hands.
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They took breakfast at the Daniells home, and while they were
eating, others came in. Soon there was a season of worship, with
praise to God for the safe passage across the broad Pacific.



[22]

[23]

Chapter 2—(1891-1892) Ellen White Begins Work
in Melbourne

On Friday evening, and again on Sabbath morning, Ellen White
spoke 1n a hall in Sydney. In describing the experience, she reported
that the people said:

They had never before heard words that gave them
such hope and courage in regard to justification by faith
and the righteousness of Christ. They said that they felt
that the treasure house of truth had been opened before
them, and the words had taken hold upon their souls,
filling them with joy and peace and the love of God....

The presence of Jesus is with us. The Lord has
put upon me the spirit of intercession, and I have great
freedom and assurance in prayer.... I am not sorry that I
am here.—Letter 21, 1891.

Taking the train for the overnight trip to Melbourne, they ar-
rived Wednesday morning, December 16. Here were located the
publishing house and conference headquarters. A large group was
assembled in Federal Hall, the meeting room on the second floor
of the Echo Publishing Company, to extend a hearty welcome to
Australia. G. B. Starr, W. C. White, and Ellen White each addressed
the group. Thanks was given to God for bringing the visitors safely
to Australia (Manuscript 47, 1891).

Recognized the Printing Presses

The newcomers were taken to the printing office below the hall.
As they entered the pressroom Ellen White recognized the presses
as those shown to her in the vision of January 3, 1875. She declared,
“I have seen these presses before,” and continued, “I have seen this
place before. I have seen these persons, and I know the conditions
existing among the workers in this department. There is a lack of

28
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unity here, a lack of harmony.”—DF 105;, WCW, “A Comprehensive
Vision.” She had a message for the foreman working there. But she
would have more of that to say and write later.

G. C. Tenney, president of the conference, writing for the Review
and Herald in anticipation of Ellen White’s visit to Australia, had
declared:

I need hardly say that this event is anticipated by us
all with great interest. I believe it is most opportune.
The position that Sister White and her work occupy in
connection with our cause renders it imperative that our
people should become personally acquainted with her,
so far as possible.

The evidences, from a Bible standpoint, of the au-
thenticity of the work of the Spirit of Prophecy in con-
nection with the last church are all-sufficient, but a
closer acquaintance with the work of Sister White seems
to be demanded, in order to satisfy the honest inquirer
that it fills the requirements of God’s Word.—The Re-
view and Herald, November 17, 1891.

Now it was taking place. Ellen White was with them, worshiping
and ministering in their midst.

On the next Thursday evening, December 24, the fourth an-
nual session of the Australian Seventh-day Adventist Conference
opened in Federal Hall. About one hundred people were present,
representing the several churches in Australia. Since the next day
was Christmas, Mrs. White delivered an appropriate message on
“the birth and mission of Christ, illustrating the love of God and
showing the propriety of making gifts of gratitude, as did those who
brought their gifts to Jesus, rather than to waste means in useless
gratification” (The Bible Echo, January 1, 1892).

Federal Hall was too small for the Sabbath-morning service,
so Ellen White spoke in a larger hall. She was led to comment,
“When they understand I am to speak, they have large numbers
present.”—Manuscript 45, 1891. For the Sunday-night meeting, the
nearby Fitzroy Town Hall was secured; there she spoke on the plan
of salvation and the love of God for fallen man to an audience that

[24]
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sat attentively for an hour and a half.
In her diary she wrote:

I was not well December 26 and December 27 [Sab-
bath and Sunday]. I had strong symptoms of malaria. I
could eat but little through the day and had quite a fever,
but the Lord strengthened me when [I was] before the
people.—Ibid.

She little realized the ominous nature of the situation, for this
was the onset of a prolonged and painful illness that was to affect
her ministry in Australia materially.

The Business Session of the Conference

On Monday morning, December 28, as forty delegates took
up the business of the session, two new churches were admitted,
committees were appointed, and resolutions were brought before
the delegates for consideration. These were not numerous, but they
were important. The first read:

1. Resolved, That immediate attention be given to
the Bible-reading work [Bible studies in private homes],
and that suitable persons be selected and thoroughly
trained for this kind of labor.—The Bible Echo, January
15, 1892.

The next item had to do with the literature ministry and called
for a faithful follow-up work where books were sold. This was
followed by a resolution of gratitude to the General Conference for
sending the newly arrived workers to “visit, counsel, and assist” at
this present juncture of their experience.

The Call for a School

The delegates were quite conscious of the action taken by the
General Conference in its March session toward starting a school.
That matter was presented at the Melbourne session, with Tenney
and W. C. White making appropriate remarks. Ellen White read


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.45%2C.1891
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_BEcho.January.15.1892
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_BEcho.January.15.1892

(1891-1892) Ellen White Begins Work in Melbourne

31

important matter in regard to the church’s schools and the work that

should be done in them. She reported:

At the session, work continued, and resolutions on the matter of
establishing a school were brought forward and acted upon. These

read:

Suddenly and unexpectedly to me the Spirit of the
Lord came upon me, and I was moved to give a de-
cided testimony concerning the spiritual condition of
many who had taken their position upon the truth in
the colonies. After addressing the people I returned to
my temporary home and tried to write.—Manuscript 45,
1891.

Whereas, There is an increasing demand for edu-
cated laborers in Australasia and adjoining fields, and
in view of the fact that many young men and women
now stand ready, and are waiting to enter a school where
they may receive education and training for the work;
and—

Whereas, The distance and traveling expenses to
America are so great as to make it impracticable for any
large number to attend our colleges; therefore—

4. Resolved, That it is our duty to take immediate
steps toward the establishment of a school in Australa-
sia.

5. Resolved, That six persons be chosen by this con-
ference, to act with two to be chosen by the conference
in New Zealand to represent that field, and one chosen
by our missionaries in Polynesia to represent that field,
to act as a committee on location.

6. Resolved, That a committee of seven on organi-
zation and plans be elected by this conference.

7. Resolved, That in the interval preceding the loca-
tion of this school, the erection of buildings and opening,
the executive committee be authorized to arrange for
and conduct such terms of a workers’ training school

[25]
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as they deem advisable.—The Bible Echo, January 15,
1892.

The Unusual Monday-Evening Meeting

Before Ellen White had left America the situation in Australia,
and particularly Melbourne, had been opened to her in vision. This
was one of the reasons she dreaded going to Australia. Now on that
Monday evening she was impressed by the Spirit of God to call the
ministers together for a special meeting in one of the publishing-
house offices. While G. B. Starr preached to the congregation in the
meeting room above, she bore her testimony. Of this she wrote in
her diary:

In the evening I attended a meeting for the minis-
ters held in the Echo office. I talked for half an hour
plainly and decidedly, calling them by name and telling
them the Lord had shown me their dangers. This was a
precious season.

Brother Curtis made a heartbroken confession. He
humbled himself as a little child. He wept aloud and
confessed that he had not had the Spirit of the Lord with
him in his preaching. He was discouraged and did not
feel that he should receive credentials. Brother Hare
also confessed that he could see no success attending
his labors and that he had been envious and jealous of
Brother Daniells. Brother Steed and Brother Tenney
made humble confessions and then we bowed before
the Lord and had a precious season of prayer, and the
Lord blessed us.

The brethren confessed to one another and fell on
one another’s necks, weeping and asking forgiveness.
We were together for about three hours, while Brother
Starr was speaking to the congregation in the room
above. The Lord is at work, and we praise His holy
name.—Manuscript 45, 1891.

The next morning Ellen White addressed the conference, as she
did each morning, and then gave her time to writing.


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_BEcho.January.15.1892
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_BEcho.January.15.1892
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.45%2C.1891

(1891-1892) Ellen White Begins Work in Melbourne 33

Testimony Concerning the Echo Publishing House

That Tuesday morning she picked up her pen and began to write
concerning the publishing house and its problems. The eight-page
testimony opened:

In connection with our publishing work in Australia,
there has been a combination of circumstances that have
not resulted favorably to the interests of the work.—
Manuscript 13, 1891.

Later she wrote more, elaborating on the problems as she saw
them in the publishing house.

I attended two committee meetings, and presented
the true condition of things in the Echo office. This in-
stitution had been gathering up branches of work which
it was not able to carry, and this was hampering, entan-
gling, and impeding its forces.

Too many lines of work were carried on, which were [27]
merely dead weights. Seemingly a labored effort was

being made to keep up appearances for the sake of ap-

pearances.

The publication of the Echo was being made at con-
tinual loss. Jobs were secured at altogether too low a
price, and loss was the result. Funds were being sunk in
nearly all lines that were being carried forward. There
was not sufficient business ability in the office or wise
generalship to bind up the work in a way that would
save expense.

I was shown that this was not the way to do busi-
ness. It is not the will of our heavenly Father that His
work should be so conducted as to be a continual em-
barrassment. The office should not be eaten up by its
own expenses. Work that could not be done without this
cost should be abandoned.—DF 28a, “Experiences in
Australia,” pp. 26, 27.
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In this latter statement, as well as in the eight-page testimony,
Ellen White specified a major factor that contributed to difficulties
among the workers: their failure to exchange among themselves
knowledge in the carrying through of certain processes in the plant.
She wrote:

Some of the workers were not willing to help and
instruct their fellow workmen. Those who were inex-
perienced did not wish their ignorance to be known.
They made many mistakes at a cost of much time and
material, because they were too proud or too self-willed
to seek instruction. This ignorance could have been
avoided if those at the work had shown kindness and
love toward each other. The workers in the Echo office
had very little insight into the right methods of obtain-
ing success. They were working at cross purposes with
each other. The office was sick, throughout all its de-
partments.— Ibid.

In the heart of the testimony she read to the committee meeting,
she revealed the source of the information and counsel she was
passing on to them:

Brethren and sisters connected with the work of the
Echo office, these words I have written were spoken to
you by my guide.—Manuscript 13, 1891.

[28] A. G. Daniells Elected President

The nominating committee brought in the name of A. G.
Daniells for president of the Australian Conference, and he was
elected. The choice was not an easy one. Writing of the experi-
ence to O. A. Olsen six months later, Ellen White explained their
dilemma found in the extremely short supply of leadership material
available. The delegates were divided in their preferences. She told
the nominating committee that not one of the men from which they
must choose “was competent for the situation; but we must have a
president; and I presented before them the objectionable features of
each case. I told them that Elder Daniells was certainly standing in
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the best condition spiritually of any of them, and would be better
fitted for the work than any other man in Australia.

“Well,” she said, “they selected Elder Daniells, and this we are
sure was the best thing they could do, for decided changes for the
better have been made.”—Letter 40, 1892. Earlier, in her letter to
Olsen, she declared: “Few thought that Elder Daniells could be the
one for the place of president; but with W.C. White as his counselor,
he has done well.”

In later years Daniells told in rather general terms of this experi-
ence:

I was elected to the presidency of the newly or-
ganized Australian Conference, and continued in that
office during the nine years of Mrs. White’s residence
in that field. This official responsibility kept me in un-
broken association with her. Our mission field was vast.
Our problems were heavy, and some of them very per-
plexing....

Our membership increased encouragingly, and it be-
came necessary to establish a training school for Chris-
tian workers, also church schools for the children of our
believers. Then followed the erection of a sanitarium
for the treatment of the sick, and the establishment of a
factory for the manufacture of health foods.

I was young, and utterly inexperienced in most of
these undertakings. As president, I was held more or
less responsible for progress in all these endeavors. |
needed counsel. This I sought at every important step
from Mrs. White, and I was not disappointed. I was
also closely associated in committee and administrative
work with her son, W. C. White. His counsel was very
helpful to me; it was based on a longer experience than
my own, and also upon his intimate knowledge of the
many messages of counsel that had been given through
his mother during past years, in meeting conditions
similar to those we were facing.—A. G. Daniells, The
Abiding Gift of Prophecy, pp. 364, 365.

[29]
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The conference session was profitable and instructive to the
relatively new believers, few of whom had been in the message for
more than six years. On Sunday, January 3, it closed, but the program
continued for another full week in “An Institute for Instruction in
Christian Work™ and devotional meetings. Two of the popular classes
were in cooking and in nursing the sick; Mrs. Starr and Mrs. Gates
taught the cooking, and Miss May Walling gave practical instruction
in the care of the sick. She had just recently completed the nurses’
course at the Battle Creek Sanitarium. The people attending felt
they had gained a good deal of practical instruction and were highly
satisfied.

Mrs. White devoted this week to house hunting. She and her
office family needed to have a place to live and work. The overall
plan was that she would make Melbourne her headquarters for six
months, and write on the life of Christ. From there she would visit
the principal churches and even spend two months in New Zealand
in connection with their conference session.

On Sunday morning, January 3, Stephen Belden drove Ellen
White in his carriage five miles north to a suburb known as Preston.
She was pleased with the country atmosphere and with the area
generally, but the cottage they went to see was not large enough for
the group that had to work together. Tuesday morning they were
back in Preston, this time with better success. She noted in her diary:

We found a nice brick house with nine rooms which,
with a little squeezing, would accommodate Elder Starr
and his wife and our workers. There is a beautiful
garden, but it has been neglected and is grown up to
weeds.—Manuscript 28, 1892.

Wednesday they were there again, this time to make arrange-
ments to rent the unfurnished house for six months. The next two
days were spent in buying furniture, dishes, and other household
necessities. Sunday morning she was up early packing and getting
ready to move into their new home. By noon they were in their
new quarters, and quite content with the prospects: a large lot; pure,
invigorating air; a yard full of flowers “of fine rich quality”: and
good soil.
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Because the new “home” was five miles from the city and the
publishing house, Ellen White purchased a horse and carriage, a
double-seated phaeton in which she could ride with comfort. They
secured a good healthy cow to provide their milk supply, and a
stable was built to accommodate the horse and cow (Letter 90,
1892). A girl, Annie, was employed to assist with the housework.
May Walling did the cooking. Because their plans called for only
a six-month stay, they bought secondhand furniture, improvising
somewhat with packing boxes. Some of the old carpeting used in
packing the goods shipped from America served as floor covering.
Economy was the watchword.

The women helpers took the yard work under their care, and the
garden responded well. Wrote Ellen White:

The girls went to work in the garden, pulling weeds,
making flower beds, sowing seeds for vegetables. It
was very dry, so we bought a hose, and Marian [Davis]
was chief in the flower garden. With water, the flowers
sprang up. Dahlias, the richest beauties, are in full
bloom, and fuchias flourish. I never saw them blossom
as they do here; the geraniums, Lady Washingtons, in
immense bunches of the richest colors to delight the
eye.—Manuscript 4, 1892.

But for Ellen White, who began to feel ill during the conference
session, there was an acceleration in her suffering. From week to
week she seemed to be in more and more pain and was becoming
more helpless. Nevertheless, she did not turn from her writing. On
January 23, near the onset of her illness, she stated in a letter to
Lucinda Hall:

I am now writing on the life of Christ, and I have had
great comfort and blessing in my writing. It may be [ am
a cripple in order to do this work so long neglected.—
Letter 90, 1892.
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[31] Chapter 3—(1892) Ministry in Great Pain and
Suffering

To Ellen White, the illness that began almost as soon as she
reached Australia was one of the most mysterious experiences in her
life. This is how she herself depicted it:

When the work, newly started in Australia, was in
need of help, our brethren in America desired me to
visit this field. They urged that as one whom the Lord
was especially teaching I could help the work here as
others could not. I felt no inclination to go, and had no
light that it was my duty. The journey was a dread to
me. I desired to remain at home and complete my work
on the life of Christ and other writings.

But as the matter was introduced, and the respon-
sible men of the conference expressed their conviction
that I in company with others should visit this field, I
decided to act in accordance with their light. I feared
that my own unwillingness to go was the reason why I
had no more evidence on the point.

I made the long journey and attended the confer-
ence held in Melbourne. I bore a decided testimony.
The Lord gave me tongue and utterance to reprove, to
entreat, and to present principles of the greatest impor-
tance to the people and to the work. The burden was
heavy upon me, and just before the conference closed I
was stricken with a severe illness. For eleven months I
suffered from malarial fever and inflammatory rheuma-
tism.

During this period I experienced the most terrible
suffering of my whole life. I was unable to lift my feet

[32] from the floor without suffering great pain. My right
arm, from the elbow down, was the only part of my body
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that was free from pain. My hips and my spine were in
constant pain. I could not lie on my cot for more than
two hours at a time, though I had rubber cushions under
me. [ would drag myself to a similar bed to change my
position. Thus the nights passed.

But in all this there was a cheerful side. My Saviour
seemed to be close beside me. I felt His sacred pres-
ence in my heart, and I was thankful. These months of
suffering were the happiest months of my life, because
of the companionship of my Saviour. He was my hope
and crown of rejoicing. I am so thankful that I had this
experience, because I am better acquainted with my pre-
cious Lord and Saviour. His love filled my heart. All
through my sickness His love, His tender compassion,
was my comfort, my continual consolation.

Physicians said I would never be able to walk again,
and I had fears that my life was to be a perpetual conflict
with suffering. But I would not give up, and the constant
effort that I made, because of my faith that I could still
be the Lord’s messenger to the people, accomplished a
great change in my health. Some of the meetings that
I attended at this time were from four to twelve miles
from home. On some of these occasions I was enabled
to speak for a full hour at a time. The fact that I could
speak in public in spite of my crippled condition was an
encouragement to my brethren and sisters.

Continued to Write

During those eleven months of suffering I continued
my work of writing. My right arm from the elbow down
was whole, so that I could use my pen, and I wrote
twenty-five hundred pages of letter paper for publication
during this period.

When I was first convinced that I must give up my
cherished plan to visit the churches in Australia and
New Zealand, I questioned seriously whether it was
ever my duty to leave America, and come to this far-off
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country. Many sleepless hours of the night I spent in
going over our experience since we left America for
Australia. It was a time of continual anxiety, suffering,
and burden bearing.

I felt at first that I could not bear this inactivity. |
think I fretted in spirit over it, and at times darkness
gathered about me. This unreconciliation was at the
beginning of my suffering and helplessness, but it was
not long before I saw that the affliction was a part of
God’s plan. I carefully reviewed the history of the past
few years, and the work the Lord had given me to do.
Not once had He failed me. Often He had manifested
Himself in a marked manner, and I saw nothing in the
past of which to complain. I realized that like threads
of gold, precious things had run through all this severe
experience.

Then I prayed earnestly and realized continually
sweet comfort in the promises of God: “Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you.” “When the enemy
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
lift up a standard against him.”

These promises were fulfilled to me. I knew Jesus
came sacredly near, and I found His grace all-sufficient.
My soul stayed upon God. I could say from a full heart,
“I know 1n whom I have believed.” “God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation make a way of escape, that
ye may be able to bear it.”—Manuscript 75, 1893.

Thus Ellen White, while making a recovery, could write setting
forth her philosophy of the experience of prolonged suffering and
could dare to hope that she had some good years ahead. Following
are some highlights in this agonizing experience.

Stricken! “What Shall I Do?”’

At first, while in the uncertainty as to her future, she had some
decisions to make. She had come to Australia as the Lord’s messen-
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ger to minister to the people. To what extent could she do this while
her activities were curtailed by physical suffering? She could not
travel, and her oral ministry must be within easy driving distance.
She could write, for miraculously her right hand was free from pain,
but this writing had to be done under certain conditions.

It was mid-February, 1892—Iate summer in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. After being confined to her home in Preston for a full month
and experiencing no improvement in health, she determined to speak
to the congregation in Melbourne. Sabbath morning, February 13,
she was taken in her carriage to Federal Hall at the publishing house.
Her son Willie and J. H. Stockton carried her up the long flight of
stone steps to the chapel. There she stood and spoke for nearly an
hour. Of the experience she wrote: “The Lord refreshed me while
speaking to our people, and I received no harm.”—Manuscript 40,
1892.

As her physical condition worsened she could not stand to speak,
but she would not give up; she spoke while sitting in a chair on the
platform. By this time, work was begun in remodeling the physical
plant of the Echo Publishing House, in the process of which the
meeting room became a part of the factory. Nearby Albert Hall was
rented for Sabbath meetings.

Of her experience she wrote on Sunday, March 27, to her son
Willie, who was in New Zealand attending the meetings she had
expected to attend:

Last night I slept little. I had one hour’s nap in
the first trial after going to bed, then slept no more
until midnight, then one hour’s sleep, then two hours’
wakefulness. I cannot handle myself any better than I
have done for weeks.

Sabbath it rained some—was very cloudy. I had told
them I would speak to them, but I was unusually weak
and the weather threatened every moment to be rainy.
I finally decided to go and the clouds dispersed. There
was a large congregation and they listened with inter-
est. It rained and was cold when we started homeward,
Marian, Annie, May, and I. We had meeting in Albert’s

[34]
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Hall. I was glad I went; do not think it hurt me.—Letter
64, 1892.

She referred again to the Sabbath meeting:

I am glad I spoke last Sabbath. Sister Daniells said
that she was surprised, knowing my feebleness, that I
spoke with such clearness and power. If the Lord will
give me strength to do a little here, I know that little
is needed. 1 will not give up my courage. I will hope
in God, although I cannot rise up or sit down or move
without pain....

The Lord has ... care for me. He will not leave me
to suffering and despair. I shall speak Sabbaths, for the
thought I can do that much refreshes me.—Letter 65,
1892.

[35] As she wrote to Elder and Mrs. Haskell a week later, she re-
ported:

I manage to speak Sabbaths. Stephen Belden and
Byron or some other brother is at hand when my carriage
drives up to the hall, and one on each side helps me to
the hall and up the steps onto the platform, to my chair.

I have spoken seven times in this fashion; it is quite
a humiliation to me, but the Lord does give me words for
the people. I am blessed myself and the congregation is
blessed. I spoke last Sunday afternoon to our sisters on
dress reform. We had a good attendance and I hope the
words spoken will enlighten some befogged minds.—
Letter 10, 1892.

Thus she continued for a few more weeks, until her physical con-
dition worsened to the point that she could no longer meet speaking
appointments. However, conference and publishing-house officials
frequently visited her at her residence for counsel.
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Writing Under Great Difficulties

Writing she could do, but not without suffering. In almost des-
peration she wrote on April 6:

I am unable to move hands or limbs without pain.
My arms are so painful, the writing I have done for
the last few months has been in constant suffering. For
the last two weeks my arms have been more helpless,
and I may be compelled to lay down my pen until the
Lord in His mercy sees fit to restore me. 1 am worn
out for want of sleep, and nature refuses to be cheated
longer; I fall asleep in my chair, fall asleep while trying
to write. I have felt very much depressed at times over
this condition of things, but then the Lord comforts and
blesses me.—Letter 10, 1892.

She was ever hopeful of working on the life of Christ, but first
she needed to write messages to individuals and institutions as the
Lord gave her light. In a letter written March 21, she mentioned the
coverage in her correspondence:

The American mail bore from me a great burden,
and I hope my mind will be at rest now that I shall not
have to write so many letters which I dare not neglect. I [36]
have left my testimony for them at the Sanitarium [Bat-
tle Creek], at the publishing office, and to the churches.
I have left my testimony to the Pacific Press managers,
to the health retreat managers, and have left my testi-
mony in regard to Australia and the things that need to
be set in order here.

I know not what the next coming mail may bring, but
I shall not undertake what I have hitherto done. I shall
write, as I have strength, on the life of Christ.—Letter
62, 1892.

A Cheering Interlude—Steps to Christ Received

One item of real interest that the mails from America did bring
was a copy of Steps to Christ, published by Fleming H. Revell and
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Company, of Chicago. It was announced on the back page of the
Bible Echo for April 1.

The reception of the book in the United States was phenomenal,
as indicated by another back-page note that appeared two months
later. An announcement from the publisher, Revell, was reproduced
under the title “A Remarkable Book™:

It is not often that a publisher has the opportunity
of announcing a third edition of a new work within six
weeks of the first issue. This, however, is the encour-
aging fact in connection with Mrs. E. G. White’s
eminently helpful and practical work, Steps to Christ.
If you will read this work, it will ensure your becoming
deeply interested in extending its circulation.

Steps to Christ is a work to guide the inquirer, to in-
spire the young Christian, and to comfort and encourage
the mature believer. The book is unique in its helpful-
ness.

The editor of the Bible Echo added that preparations were being
made to publish an edition of the book at their office. Theirs was
the first edition of Steps to Christ to be printed outside North Amer-
ica. Since then, the book has appeared in more than one hundred
languages, with an aggregate distribution counted in millions.

Pressing on with the Writing

The task of writing was ever with Ellen White. She described
her work in a letter to S. N. Haskell and his wife, written in May:

I send in this mail sixty pages of letter paper written
by my own hand. First, my hair-cloth chair is bolstered
up with pillows, then they have a frame, a box batted
with pillows which I rest my limbs upon, and a rubber
pillow under them. My table is drawn up closer to me
and I thus write with my paper on a cardboard in my lap.
Yesterday I was enabled to sit two hours thus arranged.
My hips will become so painful, then I must change
position. She [May Walling] then gets me on the spring
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bed and bolsters me up with pillows. I may be able to
sit some over one hour, and thus it is a change, but [ am
thankful I can write at all. I have done nothing scarcely
on the life of Christ. I am burdened with other matters,
so it is all that I can do to keep the mails supplied. I
have hoped my arms would be restored, but they are
still very painful. I write to you that I wish to have
these copied, for if I should wait to have them copied,
you would get but very little. I promised articles for
the Instructor, articles for the Signs, Sabbath School
Worker. Missionary papers and the Echo do not trouble
me, for they take from other papers; but the will of God
be done.—Letter 16¢c, 1892.

In early July, as she wrote to Dr. J. H. Kellogg in Battle Creek,
she mentioned again the conditions under which she worked:

Every mail has taken from one to two hundred pages
from my hand, and most of it has been written either as
I am now propped up on the bed by pillows, half lying,
or half sitting, or bolstered up sitting in an uncomfort-
able chair. It is very painful to my hip and to the lower
part of my spine to sit up. If such easy chairs were to
be found in this country as you have at the Sanitarium,
one would be readily purchased by me, if it cost $30;
but furniture of that style is not manufactured here. All
furniture is transported from England, and Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. A good, large, roomy chair with soft springs
1s not obtainable.

It 1s with great weariness that I can sit erect and
hold up my head. I must rest it against the back of the
chair on the pillows, half reclining.... I am not at all
discouraged. I feel that I am sustained daily.... I enjoy
sweet communion with God.—Letter 18a, 1892.

Occasionally she noted in her diary just what she was sending
off in the American mail. On June 12 she wrote: [38]
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Articles written: missionary work, 15 pages letter
paper. A. T. Robinson, 13 pages. Sustaining the Cause,
letter to Elder Smith, 24 pages; Elder Haskell, 16 pages;
Sister Ings, 5 pages; Brother Lockwood, 5 pages; Sara
McEnterfer, 2 pages; Ella May and Mable White, 4
pages. Large document to C. H. Jones in regard to
publishing and health institutions. J. E. White, 12
pages. Sent Brother Wessels 5 letter pages, to Elder E.
J. Waggoner to London; to Elder Washburn, England, 1
page.—Manuscript 33, 1892.

Back of many of these letters were visions in which situations
were opened up to Ellen White. After one very restless night she
wrote a twelve-page letter to Dr. Kellogg, concerning which she
noted:

I am instructed to caution him to move guardedly,
else he will surely lose his bearings. There are many
perplexing questions coming up for decision, and he
will need great wisdom in order to keep the way of the
Lord.... He needs a humble, contrite heart, and he needs
to walk in constant dependence upon God.—Manuscript

34, 1892.

Sometimes it seemed that the correspondence was a bit one-
sided, more going out than coming in. She wrote to S. N. Haskell:

The coming of the mail is a great event with us....
We were so glad to hear from the other side of the broad
waters. If our friends only knew how precious are words
from them, I think we should receive more communi-
cations. But it is a little amusing that nearly all our
correspondents assume that others have written all par-
ticulars. I thank you for your full letters and that you do
not disappoint my expectations.—Letter 10, 1892.

Day after day and week after week the situation was without
much change—long winter nights of intense suffering and broken
sleep, then days in poorly heated rooms trying to write. Every day it
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was a battle to keep up courage. Again and again she reviewed in her
mind the matter of the invitation from the General Conference for
her to go to Australia and of the various events of the past year, in
America and Australia. On some days it seemed to her to be certain
that it was God’s will that she was in Australia; at other times she
felt her coming might have been a mistake.

On July 5, in her letter to Dr. Kellogg, she mentioned her feelings
and attitudes:

When I first found myself in a state of helplessness,
I deeply regretted having crossed the broad waters. Why
was I not in America? Why, at such expense, was I in
this country? Time and again I could have buried my
face in the bed quilts and had a good cry. But I did not
long indulge in the luxury of tears. I said to myself,
“Ellen G. White, what do you mean? Have you not
come to Australia because you felt that it was your duty
to go where the conference judged it best for you to go?
Has not this been your practice?” I said, “Yes.” “Then
why do you feel almost forsaken, and discouraged? Is
not this the enemy’s work?” I said, “I believe it is.” I
dried my tears as quickly as possible and said, “It is
enough; I will not look on the dark side anymore. Live
or die, I commit the keeping of my soul to Him who
died for me.”

I then believed that the Lord would do all things
well, and during this eight months of helplessness, I
have not had any despondency or doubt.

I now look at this matter as a part of the Lord’s great
plan, for the good of His people here in this country,
and for those in America, and for my good. I cannot
explain why or how, but I believe it. And I am happy
in my affliction; I can trust my heavenly Father. I will
not doubt His love. I have an ever-watchful guardian
day and night, and I will praise the Lord, for His praise
1s upon my lips because it comes from a heart full of
gratitude.—Letter 18a, 1892.

[39]
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Anointing and Special Prayer for Healing

Although Ellen White, as well as her husband, had responded a
number of times to requests to join others in the service of anointing
the sick and praying for their special healing, she deferred making
such a request for herself. But after long months of suffering and
no evidence of improvement, and although she and her attendants
had done all that they could with proper hydrotherapy treatments,
she was still almost helpless. Now her mind turned to what it was
her privilege to do, to ask the brethren to come and anoint her and
pray for her healing. While pondering this, and the whole matter of
prayer for the healing of the sick in general, she wrote a statement:

During my sickness I have thought much in refer-
ence to praying for the sick, and I believe that if prayer
should be offered for the sick at any place, and it cer-
tainly should, it should be offered at the Sanitarium for
the relief or restoration of the suffering. But in this mat-
ter of praying for the sick, I could not move in exactly
the same lines as have my brethren. I have been con-
sidering many things that have been presented to me in
the past in reference to this subject.—Manuscript 26a,
1892.

She discussed the situation in which individuals pay little heed
to the laws of nature, yet when illness strikes they solicit the prayers
of God’s people and call for the elders of the church. Those called in
to pray, with little knowledge of the manner of life of the petitioner,
which may be far from what the Lord calls for, petition God to restore
health miraculously. Such a prayer, if answered in the affirmative,
would open the way for a continuation of a life lived in disregard
to nature’s laws, which were instituted by God for mankind’s own
good. She wrote admonishingly:

Present these thoughts to the persons who come
asking your prayers: “We are human, we cannot read
the heart, or know the secrets of your life. These are
known only to yourself and God. If you now repent of
your sin, if you can see that in any instance you have


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.26a%2C.1892
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.26a%2C.1892

(1892) Ministry in Great Pain and Suffering 49

walked contrary to the light given you of God, and have
neglected to give honor to the body, the temple of God,
... [and] by wrong habits have degraded the body which
1s Christ’s property, make confession of these things to
God....

If you have sinned by withholding from God His
own in tithes and offerings, confess your guilt to God
and to the church, and heed the injunction that has been
given you, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse.”

Praying for the sick is a most solemn thing, and we
should not enter upon this work in any careless, hasty
way. Examination should be made as to whether those
who would be blessed with health have indulged in evil
speaking, alienation, and dissension. Have they sowed
discord among the brethren and sisters in the church?
If these things have been committed they should be
confessed before God and before the church. When
wrongs have been confessed, the subjects of prayer may
be presented before God in earnestness and faith, as the
Spirit of God may move upon you.—Ibid.

In this statement, seemingly intended for herself, as well as
others, Ellen White wrote much in the vein presented in the chap-
ter “Prayer for the Sick™ in The Ministry of Healing. In fact, this
manuscript probably formed the basis for the chapter.

After the preparation of heart that accompanied her writing on
prayer for the sick, Ellen White called upon the brethren on Friday,
May 20, to come to her home and anoint her and pray for her healing.
Of this, she wrote in her diary:

Yesterday afternoon Elder [A. G.] Daniells and his
wife, Elder [G. C.] Tenney and his wife, and Brethren
Stockton and Smith came to our home at my request
to pray that the Lord would heal me. We had a most
earnest season of prayer, and we were all much blessed.
I was relieved, but not restored.

[41]
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I have now done all that I can to follow the Bible di-
rections, and I shall wait for the Lord to work, believing
that in His own good time He will heal me. My faith
takes hold of the promise, “Ask and ye shall receive”
(John 16:24).

I believe that the Lord heard our prayers. I hoped
that my captivity might be turned immediately, and
to my finite judgment it seemed that thus God would
be glorified. I was much blessed during our season
of prayer, and I shall hold fast to the assurance then
given me: “I am your Redeemer; I will heal you.”—
Manuscript 19, 1892; Selected Messages 2:235).

She wrote to Stephen Haskell a few days later: “I did believe the
Lord would restore me.” She followed with her undaunted confidence
in the Lord and His sustaining grace, declaring:

I can look to Him as one able to help me. One who
loves me, who will restore me in His own good time.
Will I trust myself in His hands? I will. He has been
very nigh unto me the last five months of trial.—Letter
16g, 1892.
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Chapter 4—(1892) The Australasian Bible School

One of the reasons why the General Conference asked Ellen
White and her son to go to Australia was the need there for a school
to train the youth in their homeland. The principal item of business
at the Australian Conference session that was held immediately after
their arrival in Melbourne was the establishment of such a school.
Provision was made for a committee on location, to which members
representing Australia and New Zealand were named.

The next step was the securing of support from the believers
in New Zealand, a conference with a membership about two thirds
that of Australia. This was accomplished at the session of the New
Zealand Conference held in Napier, April 1 to 14, 1892. Now it
was time to move forward with the development of plans and to
devise means of financial support. In the General Conference action
recommending the school be established, taken in March, 1891, the
matter of finances was left to the Australian field. The actions taken
at the two conference sessions made no provision for supplying
money for the project.

Australia was moving into an economic depression. Not all
believers saw the need of a school; nonetheless, they took the first
steps in deciding where the school should be located. Some argued
for Sydney, others for Melbourne. Ellen White favored the latter.

Work had to begin in rented buildings. As the choice of a location
narrowed down to Melbourne, it seemed that the area known as North
Fitzroy, about two miles from the publishing house, would serve
best. There they found a complex consisting of four buildings, two
of which were available, and the rent was within reason. On either
side of the buildings was open land (Letter 13, 1892).

The Bible Echo of August 1 carried the announcement of plans
for the opening of the school. The arrival of L. J. Rousseau, an
educator from the United States, in late July gave assurance that
the school could be opened soon. In the Echo report, readers were
informed of the attractive situation of the school:
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The situation is nearly all that could be desired, on
one of the city’s most attractive boulevards, and yet
enjoying abundance of open space on every side. In
connection with the buildings is a nice grass paddock,
while across the street are the broad acres and lake of
Albert Park.

The place is easy of access from train or boat, and
is well known. There is good accommodation in the
buildings both for home and school.

The houses rented were so closely connected as to form one
house of twenty-three rooms. One large room, about eighteen by
thirty-five feet, would serve for chapel exercises and Bible classroom.
There were other quite large rooms that would be used in the school
work (The Review and Herald, September 15, 1892).

The Bible School Opens

At ten-thirty on Wednesday, August 24, opening exercises were
held. A. G. Daniells and G. C. Tenney spoke first, then Mrs. White,
who had to be carried onto the platform. She seemed to lose sight
of the small constituency, of the adverse financial conditions, and
the mere handful of students. With a vision of an unfinished task
in a world with many continents yet untouched by the third angel’s
message, she declared:

The missionary work in Australia and New Zealand
is yet in its infancy, but the same work must be accom-
plished in Australia, New Zealand, in Africa, India,
China, and the islands of the sea, as has been accom-
plished in the home field.—Ibid., Supplement, Septem-
ber 1, 1892 (quoted in Life Sketches of Ellen G. White,
338).

W. C. White followed with a review of the development of
school work among Seventh-day Adventists and set forth some of
the conditions of success and some of the elements of danger. L. J.
Rousseau, the principal, expressed his appreciation of the cordial
reception given to him and his wife. He would teach some of the
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classes. The other teachers were announced as G. B. Starr, Biblical
history and ethics, and W. L. H. Baker and Mrs. Rousseau in the
other areas. Mrs. Starr was the matron (The Review and Herald,
September 15, 1892). Twenty-five students enrolled, more than
anticipated.

What Made the School Possible

What was not made generally public was how, in the face of
adverse financial circumstances and the indifference on the part of
a good many, the school actually got under way. Ellen White was
to refer to it some months later. In a letter to Harmon Lindsay, the
treasurer of the General Conference, she said:

Last winter when we saw that we must have a school
to meet the demands of the cause, we were put to our
wits’ ends to know where we should obtain the funds....
[Ellen G. White tells of expenses.] Some thought it
could not be done; yet we knew that it must be started
in 1892. Some thought all that could be done was to
hold a short institute for the ministers.

We knew that there were many youth who needed
the advantages of the school. While we were in such
deep perplexity as to how we should be able to make
a beginning, the same plan was suggested to Willie’s
mind that was suggested to mine, and that ... on the
same night.

In the morning when he came to tell me his plan, I
asked him to wait until I told him mine, which was that
we use the royalty of the foreign books sold in America.

Although in pain, my mind was exercised over this
matter, and I prayed earnestly to the Lord for light, and
it came. You know that I could not well use the money
that is set apart for other purposes.

Of the royalty above referred to, I invested $1,000
to be used when most needed. But $500 must be used
as a fund to bring to the school students who cannot and
will not come unless they have help. Willie said [that]
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with this statement to place before the board we shall
have their influence to sustain us. Thus our school was
begun.—Letter 79, 1893.

[45] As she wrote to another of this, she explained:

They [the students] would never have been able to
enjoy the advantages of the school unless someone did
help them, and as no one assumed the responsibility, it
dropped on me. I carried several through the first term
of school, and am paying the expenses of six during
the present term, and the number may swell to eight.—
Letter 65, 1893.

A month after the school opened she could report joyfully:

The school is certainly doing well. The students are
the very best. They are quiet, and are trying to get all
the good possible. They all like Elder Rousseau and
his wife as teachers. He does not show what there is in
him, and there is chance for all to be disappointed by his
unpretending ways, but when engaged in his work, he
shows he has a store of knowledge and is apt to teach. It
1s so pleasant to see all the students well pleased. This is
indeed a harmonious house—no jealousies, no jangling.
It is refreshing.—Letter 54, 1892.

Three months later she could write to Elder Olsen:

The faculty have made few rules, and have not had
one case where discipline was required. Peace and
harmony have reigned from first to last. The presence of
Jesus has been in the school from its beginning, and the
Lord has wrought upon the minds of teachers and pupils.
Without an exception, all the pupils have responded to
the efforts made in their behalf, advancing step by step
in obtaining knowledge, by doing their best.—Letter 46,
1892.
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Confronted with the Cold of Midwinter

The home in Preston that the staff in midsummer had found so
convenient was difficult to heat. Neither the wood they purchased by
the hundredweight nor the coke they endeavored to use could raise
the temperature in the high-ceilinged rooms to a point of comfort. It
was decided to move when the six-month lease expired. Adelaide,
in South Australia, offered a more comfortable climate

But no satisfactory place could be found in Adelaide, popular
for its winter climate, and the proposed move was delayed. She told
Daniells:

Come what may, we must not for a moment lose
courage or hope or faith, because that would give the
victory to the enemy.... Whatever circumstances may
arise, we must remember that the Captain of the Lord’s
host 1s leading us.—Manuscript 33, 1892.

The Tide Begins to Turn

Beginning with July 10, the entries in Ellen White’s diary began
to take a new turn. On that day she could write the words “I praise
the Lord with heart and soul and voice that I am growing stronger.”—
Manuscript 34, 1892. Restoration was slow, so slow, but from time

to time the entries were brighter. On September 5 she wrote Elder
Haskell:

I am very happy to report that I am much improved
in health.... In this country we see much to be done. I am
anxious to think that it is safe for me to enter upon active
labor. Elder Daniells is now in Adelaide. He is much
worn, and it is a question whether he should undertake
to labor for the church there alone. As the Lord seems
to be greatly favoring me with blessings both physical
and spiritual, W. C. White and I have decided to go
to Adelaide. Emily Campbell and May Walling will
accompany us. We are to break up housekeeping, thus
saving the rent.—Letter 30, 1892.
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Two Months in Adelaide

The Adelaide church, with a membership of more than one
hundred, was second in size only to the Melbourne church. Early
in the plans for Australia, Ellen White was to visit Adelaide. The
pastor, W. D. Curtis, now returned to the homeland, had engaged
in preaching, but neglected personal visiting, and the church was
suffering. Just as soon as living quarters could be found, Ellen White
was determined to take her helpers with her to join Daniells in his
revival meetings and spend two or three months there. Daniells at
last found a neat little furnished cottage of six rooms that would cost
Ellen White only $25 a month, and sent for her. The group made the
trip overnight and settled in on Monday, September 26.

She was pleased with the climate, and found she was in a
beautiful city that reminded her much of Copenhagen, Denmark
(Manuscript 37, 1892).

The church generously furnished a horse and carriage, Ellen
White paying for the care of the horse. She divided her working time
between preaching, visiting the church members, and writing. Some
of the visiting, because of the neglect of the pastor, was very taxing.
Gradually her health improved, and on October 5 she reported that
she felt more natural than she had felt during her sickness (Letter
72, 1892). And the time came when on three consecutive mornings
she could write:

November 6, 1892: “I praise my heavenly Father for a better
night’s rest than usual.”

November 7, 1892: “I rested well through the night.”

November 8, 1892: “I slept well through the night.”—Manuscript
38, 1892.

Nearly every day she rode out in the carriage. One Friday she
and her companion took their lunch and drove into the hills, where
the scenery reminded her of Colorado. Everything was a living
green. At noon they ate their lunch under a large tree, then turned
homeward to prepare for the Sabbath (Manuscript 37, 1892).
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Two Weeks at Ballarat

Ellen White had her eyes on the closing of the Bible school
in Melbourne in mid-December, to be followed by the Australian
Conference session in early January. With their work completed
in Adelaide, there was just time to squeeze in a two-week visit at
Ballarat en route to Melbourne. She and her women helpers stayed at
the home of a church member whose family name was James. It was
about a mile out of town, surrounded by fruit trees and abounding
with beautiful flowers.

On December 12 they returned to Melbourne. Although it was
early summer, the weather was cloudy and cold, but the outlook for
Ellen White was brighter than it had been for the better part of a
year.
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Chapter 5—(1893) The Servant of the Lord Could
Rejoice

The school has been a success!” wrote Ellen White jubilantly to
the president of the General Conference on December 13, 1892.

She had just attended the closing exercises of the Australasian
Bible School, a simple service held in the chapel room. For almost
three months she had been away, working in Adelaide and Ballarat,
and had returned to Melbourne for this significant event. She had
not forgotten that one of the basic reasons she and her son had been
urged to spend a couple of years in Australia was to aid in starting an
educational work there. Fighting indifference, financial depression
in the country, and prolonged, debilitating illness, her persistence
had won out.

The school had been conducted with a limited teaching staff and
just a few more than two dozen rather mature students. Her letter to
Olsen carried this report:

The first term of our Bible School has just ended. To-
day we attended the closing exercises. The schoolroom
was well filled with those interested in the school....

Testimonies were borne by the students expressing
their gratitude to God for the opportunity they had had
of attending the school, saying they had been blessed
in their studies. They were especially grateful for the
light received from the Word of God. They had been
so happy in their associations. Many regretted that the
school must close, and this precious season come to an
end.... All were determined to be present and enjoy the
next term.—Letter 46, 1892.

Writing a short time later to Dr. J. H. Kellogg in Battle Creek,
she went into more detail in reporting the students’ comments on
the benefits they had received in Bible study:
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How much better they understood the plan of salva-
tion, justification by faith, the righteousness of Christ
as imparted to us. This term has been a success; next
term we shall have double, I hope treble, the number of
students.—Letter 21b, 1892.

Most of the students left immediately to enter the literature min-
istry in several of the Australian colonies. Church leaders turned
briefly to planning for the next term of school, setting the time for
opening as June 6. Then the ministers, including the president, scat-
tered to the principal churches to lead out in the newly instituted
Week of Prayer.

N. D. Faulkhead and the Convincing Testimony

On the day school closed, W. C. White called a meeting of the
available members of the school board. N. D. Faulkhead, treasurer
of the publishing house, came to attend. As the meeting closed at
about four o’clock, White spoke to him, telling him that Ellen White
wanted to see him. As he started down the hall to the room where
she was staying, there came to his mind a dream that he had had a
few nights before, in which Ellen White had a message for him.

Mr. Faulkhead was a tall, keen, apt, and energetic businessman,
genial and liberal in his disposition, but proud. When he became a
Seventh-day Adventist, he held membership in several secret orga-
nizations, and he did not withdraw from these. As he wrote of his
experience some years later in a general letter to “My Dear Brethren
in the Faith,” he told of these affiliations:

I was closely connected with the Masonic Lodge, ...
I held the highest positions in the following lodges that
could be conferred upon me: first, I was Master of the
Master Masons’ Lodge, (or Blue Lodge); second, I was
First Principal of the Holy Royal (of Canada); third, I
was Preceptor of the Knights Templars, besides many
other minor lodges, the Good Templars, Rechabites, and
Odd Fellows, in which I also held high positions.—DF
522a, N. D. Faulkhead Letter, October 5, 1908.
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As the Faulkhead family—Mrs. Faulkhead was a teacher in
the public school system—accepted the third angel’s message, his
unusual ability was recognized, and he was employed as treasurer in
the Echo Publishing Company. He served well at first, but as time
advanced he became more and more engrossed in his lodge work,
and his interests in the work of God began to wane.

This was his situation when Ellen White arrived in Australia in
December, 1891. As matters involving the publishing house workers
were opened up to her in a comprehensive vision a few days after
her arrival, she wrote of conditions there in general; she also penned
testimonies to a number of the individuals involved, including Mr.
Faulkhead and his wife. The document addressed to them dealt with
his connection with the publishing house and his affiliation with
the Masonic Lodge, and filled fifty pages. When she thought to
mail it to him, she was restrained from doing so. She said, “When I
enclosed the communication all ready to mail, it seemed that a voice
spoke to me saying, ‘Not yet, not yet, they will not receive your
testimony.””—Letter 39, 1893.

Ellen White said nothing regarding the matter for almost twelve
months, but maintained a deep interest in Mr. and Mrs. Faulkhead
and their spiritual welfare. Some of his associates in the publishing
house were very much concerned as they observed his growing
infatuation with the work of the lodge and his waning spirituality
and decreasing concern for the interests of the cause of God. They
pleaded with him, urging him to consider the danger of his course.
“But,” as Mr. Faulkhead states, “my heart was full of those things;
in fact, I thought more of them than I did of anything else.”—DF
522a, N. D. Faulkhead Letter, October 5, 1908.

He defiantly met the appeals with the bold statement “that he
would not give up his connection with the Freemasons for all that
Starr or White or any other minister might say. He knew what he
was about, and he was not going to be taught by them.”—Letter
21b, 1892. It was clear to those in charge of the work that unless
a marked change came in his attitude, he would soon have to find
other employment.

Mrs. White wrote of this experience: “None could reach him in
regard to Freemasonry. He was fastening himself more and more
firmly in the meshes of the enemy, and the only thing we could see
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to be done was to leave him to himself.”—Letter 46, 1892. His
condition was shown to her to be like that of “a man about to lose
his balance and fall over a precipice” (Manuscript 4, 1893).

For a period of months. Mrs. White held messages for him and
thought to send them, but was restrained.

In early December, 1892, J. H. Stockton, one of the first Seventh-
day Adventists in Australia, was talking with Mr. Faulkhead. He
asked him what he would do if Ellen White had a testimony for him
in regard to his connection with the lodge. To this Faulkhead boldly
retorted: “It would have to be mighty strong.” Neither man was
aware that almost a year before, the whole matter had been opened
to her.—DF 522a, N. D. Faulkhead to EGW, February 20, 1908.

It was shortly after this, on Saturday night, December 10, that
Mr. Faulkhead dreamed that the Lord had shown his case to Ellen
White, and that she had a message for him. This, with his defiant
reply to Stockton in regard to what would be his attitude toward a
message through her, led him to serious thought. At the time of this
dream Mrs. White was at Ballarat, but on Monday, December 12,
as noted earlier, she had returned to Melbourne. The next day she
attended the closing exercises of the first term of the Australasian
Bible School.

With this dream vividly in his mind, Faulkhead found Ellen
White, who greeted him cordially. He asked her whether she had
something for him. She replied that the burden of his case was upon
her mind, and that she had a message for him from the Lord, which
she wished him and his wife to hear. She called for a meeting in
the near future, when she would present that message. Faulkhead
eagerly asked, “Why not give me the message now?”’—Letter 46,
1892.

Although she was weary from her journey and her work that
morning, Ellen White went over to a stand and picked up a bundle of
manuscripts. She told Faulkhead that several times she had prepared
to send the message, but that she “had felt forbidden by the Spirit
of the Lord to do so”(Ibid.), for the time had not fully come that he
would accept it.

She then read and talked. A part of the fifty pages that were
read that evening was of a general nature, relating to the work in
the Echo Publishing Company and the experience of the workers
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employed there. But the major part dealt more particularly with Mr.
Faulkhead’s experience and his connection not only with the work
in the office but also his affiliation with the Masonic Lodge. She
pointed out that his involvement with Freemasonry had absorbed
his time and blunted his spiritual perception. She read to him of
his efforts to maintain high principles for which the lodge claimed
to stand, often couching her message in Masonic language. She
also told him where in the lodge hall she had seen him sitting and
what he was endeavoring to do with his associates. She spoke of
his increasing interest in the work of these organizations and of
his waning interest in the cause of God; of her seeing in vision his
dropping the small coins from his purse in the Sabbath offering plate
and the larger coins into the coffers of the lodge. She heard him
addressed as “Worshipful Master.” She read of scenes of drinking
and carousal that took place in the lodge meetings, especially after
Mr. Faulkhead had left.—DF 522a, G. B. Starr, “An Experience
With Sister E. G. White in Australia.”

“I thought this was getting pretty close home,” he later wrote,
“when she started to talk to me in reference to what I was doing in
the lodges.”— Ibid., N. D. Faulkhead Letter, October 5, 1908.

Ellen White Gives the Secret Signs

She spoke most earnestly of the dangers of his connection with
Freemasonry, warning that “unless he severed every tie that bound
him to these associations, he would lose his soul.” She repeated to
him words spoken by her guide. Then, giving a certain movement
with her hands that was made by her guide, she said, “I cannot relate
all that was given to me.”—JLetter 46, 1892.

At this, Faulkhead started and turned pale. Recounting the inci-
dent, he wrote:

Immediately she gave me this sign. I touched her
on the shoulder and asked her if she knew what she
had done. She looked up surprised and said she did not
do anything unusual. I told her that she had given me
the sign of a Knight Templar. Well, she did not know
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anything about it.—DF 522a, N. D. Faulkhead Letter,
October 5, 1908.

They talked on. She spoke further of Freemasonry and the
impossibility of a man being a Freemason and a wholehearted Chris-
tian. Again she made a certain movement, which “my attending
angel made to me” (Manuscript 54, 1899).

Again Mr. Faulkhead started, and the blood left his face. A
second time she had made a secret sign, one known only to the
highest order of Masons. It was a sign that no woman could know,
for it was held in the strictest secrecy—the place of meeting was
guarded both inside and outside against strangers. “This convinced
me that her testimony was from God,” he stated.—Ibid.

Speaking further of his reaction to this, he wrote:

I can assure you ... this caused me to feel very
queer. But, as Sister White said, the Spirit of the Lord
had come upon me and taken hold of me. She went on
talking and reading as if nothing had happened, but I
noticed how her face brightened up when I interrupted
her again and spoke to her about the sign. She seemed
surprised that she had given me such a sign. She did not
know that she had moved her hand. Immediately the
statement that I had made to Brother Stockton, that it
would have to be mighty strong before I could believe
that she had a message for me from the Lord, flashed
through my mind.—DF 522a, N. D. Faulkhead Letter,
October 5, 1908.

When Mrs. White finished reading, tears were in the man’s eyes.
He said:

I accept every word. All of it belongs to me.... |
accept the light the Lord has sent me through you. I
will act upon it. I am a member of five lodges, and three
other lodges are under my control. I transact all of their
business. Now I shall attend no more of their meetings,
and shall close my business relations with them as fast
as possible.—Letter 46, 1892.

[53]


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.54%2C.1899
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.54%2C.1899
https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Lt.46%2C.1892

[54]

64 Ellen G. White: The Australian Years: 1891-1900 (vol. 4)

He also stated, “I am so glad you did not send me that testimony,
for then it would not have helped me.”—Manuscript 54, 1899.

Your reading the reproof yourself has touched my
heart. The Spirit of the Lord has spoken to me through
you, and I accept every word you have addressed espe-
cially to me; the general matter also is applicable to me.
It all means me. That which you have written in regard
to my connection with the Freemasons, I accept.... I
have just taken the highest order in Freemasonry, but I
shall sever my connection with them all.—Letter 21b,
1892.

When Mr. Faulkhead left Ellen White’s room, the hour was late.
He took the streetcar to the railway station, and while traveling up
Collins Street he passed the lodge hall. It suddenly dawned upon
him that he should have been there attending a Knights Templar
encampment that very evening. As he neared the station, he saw
the train for Preston pulling out, so he was obliged to walk the rest
of the way home. He chose an unfrequented road so that he might
have opportunity for meditation. The walk he enjoyed very much,
for there had come to him a new experience. He so much wanted to
meet Daniells, Starr, or W. C. White and tell them that he was a new
man, and how free and how happy he felt in his decision to sever
his connection with all secret societies. It seemed to him that a ton
of weight had rolled from his shoulders. And to think that the God
who rules the universe and guides the planets had seen his danger
and sent a message just for him!

Faulkhead Resigns from the Lodges

The next morning found Mr. Faulkhead at his office. Word
quickly spread to the group of workers of his experience the night
before; over and over again he recounted with one after another
how God had sent a message to arrest him from a course of action
that would have led him to destruction. As his first work he called
in his assistant and dictated his resignation to the various lodges.
Then A. G. Daniells came in, and Mr. Faulkhead told him of his
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experience. While the two were talking, his letters of resignation
were passed to Mr. Faulkhead for his signature. He signed and
enclosed them and handed them to Daniells to mail. In telling of it,
Faulkhead says, “How his eyes did sparkle with pleasure to think
that the Lord had gained His point at last, and that his prayers had
been answered.”—DF 522a, N. D. Faulkhead Letter, October 5,
1908.

But no sooner had Faulkhead given the letters to Daniells than a
feeling of mistrust came over him; he felt that he should have mailed
the letters himself. Then he thanked the Lord for what he had done,
for he felt that he could not have trusted himself to mail the letters.

Another Interview with Ellen White

On Thursday, December 15, Mr. Faulkhead, accompanied by his
wife, had another interview with Mrs. White. A number of pages
of new matter were read to the two of them, and it was all accepted.
“I wish you to know,” he told Mrs. White, “how I look upon this
matter. I regard myself as greatly honored of the Lord. He has seen
fit to mention me, and I am not discouraged, but encouraged. I shall
follow out the light given me of the Lord.”—Letter 21b, 1892.

The battle was not entirely won with the sending in of the resig-
nations. His lodge friends refused to release him, so he had to serve
out his terms of office, another nine months. Most determined efforts
were put forth to hold him to their society, but he had taken a firm
position and stood by it. At times his church associates trembled for
him. Ellen White wrote encouraging letters in support of his stand.
He was victorious at last.

With the expiration of his term as officer of several of the lodges,
the complete victory was won, and Mr. Faulkhead was able, on
September 18, 1893, to write to Ellen White and her son.

Dear Brother and Sister White,

It gives me much pleasure to tell you that my term
of office as Master of the Masonic Lodge expired last
month. And I feel to thank God for it. How thankful I
am to Him for sending me a warning that I was traveling
on the wrong road. I do praise Him for His goodness
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and His love shown toward me, in calling me from
among that people. I can see now very clearly that to
continue with them would have been my downfall, as I
must confess that my interest for the truth was growing
cold. But thanks be to God, He did not let me go on with
them without giving me warning through His servant. I
cannot express my gratitude to Him for it....

I can praise God with all my might, and then I cannot
express my gratitude to Him for the love that He has
shown me.

N. D. Faulkhead
—DF 522a.

This experience brought great confidence to the hearts of church
members in Australia, and it was ever a source of encouragement
and help to Mr. Faulkhead. With the renewal of his first love and
interest in the cause of God, he continued to serve the publishing
house for many years, giving his time and strength and life to the
spreading of the message.

In the testimony that was read by Ellen White to Mr. Faulkhead
were recorded counsel and instruction of general application regard-
ing the relation of Christians to organizations of the world. This
was selected for publication and was issued at the time in Australia,
and a little later in the United States, in a pamphlet under the title
“Should Christians Be Members of Secret Societies?” (see 2 SM,
pp- 121-140).

Writing Messages to Encourage and Instruct

The Australian Conference session would convene in Melbourne
beginning Friday, January 6, and continue to Sunday, January 15,
1893. Ellen White, with gaining strength, took up residence in the
now nearly deserted school building and devoted her time to writing
and speaking in the intervening weeks.

She wrote several letters to leading men in Battle Creek who
stood in some peril. One was to Dr. J. H. Kellogg at the Battle
Creek Sanitarium. In a twenty-one-page communication she urged
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him to maintain confidence in his brethren in the gospel ministry
and called upon him to uphold Christian principles in his medical
ministry. Then turning to a discussion of conditions and needs in
Australia, she wrote:

My brother, our stay here must be prolonged. We
cannot leave the field as it is. We will be compelled to
add the third year to the two we specified. Poverty and
distress are in our large cities in Australia. Seventeen
thousand persons have moved out of Melbourne to keep
from perishing with hunger. Some of our own people
can find nothing to do. Some who have commanded
$30 and $40 per week as tailors or cutters have nothing
to do. The brethren and sisters have found them sick,
and suffering for bread to eat.—Letter 86a, 1893.

There was a twenty-two-page letter to the manager of the Review
and Herald, a man of experience and ability who felt he could no
longer continue in denominational employment. He found it difficult
to live on the salary he received, and proposed leaving his work for
a more lucrative position elsewhere. The first five pages of the letter
were devoted to a report of her activities in Australia. Expressing
her gratitude for the opportunity to serve, she wrote:

I am so grateful for the privilege of being connected
with God in any way. I feel highly honored. All I ask
is that the Lord, in His great mercy and lovingkindness,
will give me strength to use in His service, not to minis-
ter to my own ease or selfish indulgence, but that I may
labor for Christ in the salvation of souls. I am waiting
and believing, and receiving His rich blessing, although
I am unworthy.

Then she came to the burden of her message:

The word of the Lord has come to me in clear lines
in reference to the principles and practices of those
connected with the Review office. There has been need
of self-examination on the part of the workers. Every
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man who has to do with sacred things should perform
his work in a Christlike manner. There must be no sharp
practice.

“In your letter,” she wrote, “you speak of leaving the Review
office. I am sorry that you can be willing to separate from the work
for the reasons you mention. They reveal that you have a much
deeper experience to gain than you now have.” She reminded him:

Other families, much larger than yours, sustain
themselves, without one word of complaint, on half
the wages you have. We have been over the ground, and
I know what I am talking about.—Letter 20a, 1893.

She likened his course of action to that of deserters from the
army of the Lord and urged that, rather than to take such a course as
he proposed, he bring about changes in his home that would make it
possible to live within his means. The heart of this testimony may
be found in Selected Messages 2:210-218. This promising leader
failed to heed the counsel.

She wrote several messages that would be of service in the com-
ing General Conference session, some of which have served to
remind the church that God was at the helm.
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Chapter 6—(1893) Influence at Administrative
Convocations

Throughout the churches of Australia the newly introduced Week
of Prayer was an inspirational experience, and made an excellent
prelude to the fifth session of the Australian Conference, which
opened on January 6, 1893.

Meetings of the session were at first held in the tent pitched
for use during the Melbourne Week of Prayer, but this was not a
satisfactory arrangement for the session, so the work was moved to
a rented hall.

Ellen White spoke Sabbath afternoon, and although she was
weary and exhausted, she could write later, “I never spoke with
greater ease and freedom from infirmity. The hearers said my voice
was clear and musical, and the congregation could ... but know
that the Spirit and power of God was upon me.”—Letter 23a, 1893.
As her writing allowed time, she attended meetings addressing the
conference almost every day. Wednesday she spoke on the publish-
ing work; and Friday she spoke on tithing, a subject not too well
understood by all in the colonies. She declared the session itself to
be “by far the best that has ever been held in this country,” and she
wrote:

All listened to me respectfully a year ago, but this
year my message means far more to them.—Ibid.

The main items of business taken up at the session dealt with
advancing the cause through the personal ministry of the church
members in missionary work, the developing of the literature min-
istry, and the newly started school. The committee on the permanent
location of the school reported that study would be given to a climate
that would be appropriate for students coming from Polynesia.

69
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Messages to the 1893 General Conference

During the ten-day session of the Australian Conference Ellen
White’s mind was much on North America and the forthcoming Gen-
eral Conference session, to be held in Battle Creek from February 17
to March 7. Preceding this would be a three-week institute, which
would be attended by most of the delegates to the session and scores
of ministers, colporteur leaders, Bible instructors, and laymen. The
two gatherings, each three weeks long, were so closely related that a
separation can hardly be made. The General Conference Bulletin
for 1893 carried full reports of both in its 524 double-column pages.

The president of the General Conference, O. A. Olsen, was
in frequent correspondence with W. C. White, who represented
the General Conference as the superintendent of District Number 7,
which comprised all of Australasia. On November 1, 1892, Olsen
wrote to him concerning some proposals being made by certain key
workers in the field that called for dismantling certain phases of
organization of the church. His letter stated:

Now about the matter, or rather, question, of or-
ganization.... I have had some fears that this question
might come up and take a shape in the coming General
Conference that much precious time would be wasted
in discussing something that was not practical.... I re-
ceived a letter from Elder Holser after he had been with
Dr. [E. J.] Waggoner on that tour in Scandinavia that
gave me some uneasiness. Others, too, have written
and spoken in a way that has given me the idea that
this matter was being discussed at some considerable
length in some places. But I think that the question can
be kept within proper limits.—O. A. Olsen to WCW,
November 1, 1892.

At issue was a greater centralization of the work and the elimi-
nation of some familiar features. This would involve turning from
“plans of working that the Lord has seen fit to bless.”

W. C. White shared his letter with his mother, as was fully
expected by Olsen. On December 19 she wrote a fifteen-page com-
munication titled “Organization.” The entire communication dealt
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with the organization of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. On its
first page, Ellen White reminded church leaders that she knew the
history well from firsthand contact:

It is nearly forty years since organization was intro-
duced among us as a people. I was one of the number
who had an experience in establishing it from the first. I
know the difficulties that had to be met, the evils which
it was designed to correct, and I have watched its influ-
ence in connection with the growth of the cause. At an
early stage in the work, God gave us special light upon
this point, and this light, together with the lessons that
experience has taught us, should be carefully consid-
ered.

From the first, our work was aggressive. Our num-
bers were few, and mostly from the poorer class. Our
views were almost unknown to the world. We had no
houses of worship, [and] but few publications and very
limited facilities for carrying forward our work. The
sheep were scattered in the highways and byways, in
cities, in towns, in forests. The commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus was our message.

She then wrote of the inception of the various enterprises that
were developed within the church, the educational work, and the
establishment of health institutions, “both for the health and instruc-
tion of our own people and as a means of blessing and enlightenment
to others.” She asked,

What is the secret of our prosperity? We have moved
under the orders of the Captain of our salvation. God
has blessed our united efforts. The truth has spread and
flourished. Institutions have multiplied. The mustard
seed has grown to a great tree. The system of organiza-
tion proved a grand success.

She decried situations in which the machinery had become too
complicated and conference sessions at times “burdened down with
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propositions and resolutions that were not at all essential.” This,
she pointed out, was an argument against, not organization, but the
perversion of it.

It was in this setting she penned the unforgettable words:

In reviewing our past history, having traveled over
every step of advance to our present standing, I can say,
“Praise God!” As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am
filled with astonishment and with confidence in Christ
our Leader. We have nothing to fear for the future,
except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us,
and His teaching in our past history.—Letter 32, 1892.

President Olsen chose to present this message at the very open-
ing of the institute, bringing it before the assembly of some three
hundred workers and visitors on Sunday afternoon, January 29. As
Olsen presented Ellen White’s letter to the workers gathered at the
institute, he broached the question of an administrative organiza-
tion that would serve between the local conference, missions, and
organizations, and the General Conference, thus planting the seeds
for the union conference plan that was adopted in 1901. “What can
be the objection,” he asked, “to organizing district conferences? ...
It would seem that the problem of unity of effort in many distant
fields, such as Australasia, South America, et cetera, could not be
solved so well in any other way as to provide such fields with district
conferences.”—The General Conference Bulletin, 1893, 24, 25.

Some months later Ellen White referred to this subject. She
wrote:

Elder Waggoner has entertained ideas, and without
waiting to bring his ideas before a council of brethren,
has agitated strange theories. He has brought before
some of the people ideas in regard to organization that
ought never to have had expression.

I supposed that the question of organization was
settled forever with those who believed the testimonies
given through Sister White. Now if they believed the
testimonies, why do they work contrary to them? Why
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should not my brethren be prudent enough to place these
matters before me, or at least to enquire if I had any light
upon these subjects?
Why is it that these things start up at this time when
we have canvassed the matter in our previous history,
and God has spoken upon these subjects? Should not
that be enough? Why not keep steadily at work in the
lines that God has given us? Why not walk in the clear [62]
light He has revealed in place of tearing to pieces that
which God has built up?—Letter 37, 1894.

Ellen G. White’s Message to the Delegates

Four days after penning the message to church leaders quoted
above, she wrote a message to be delivered to the delegates at the
session. It read:

Dear Brethren of the General Conference,

I am rejoiced to report to you the goodness, the
mercy, and the blessing of the Lord bestowed upon me. I
am still compassed with infirmities, but I am improving.
The Great Restorer is working in my behalf, and I praise
His holy name.

After writing briefly of her prolonged illness and her relation to
it, she declared:

Since the first few weeks of my affliction, I have
had no doubts in regard to my duty in coming to this
distant field; and more than this, my confidence in my
heavenly Father’s plan in my affliction has been greatly
increased....

I have since leaving America written twenty hun-
dred pages of letter paper. I could not have done all this
writing if the Lord had not strengthened and blessed me
in large measure. Never once has that right hand failed
me. My arm and shoulder have been full of suffering,
hard to bear, but the hand has been able to hold the pen
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and trace words that have come to me from the Spirit of
the Lord.

The Use of Another’s Language

As her heart overflowed with the sense of the goodness of God
to her and to His church, she chose to express her feelings in phrases
from God’s Word and also in the wording of a book she had recently
read, The Great Teacher, by John Harris, published in 1836. Such a
procedure was not uncommon in her work. She found the language
choice and the truth well expressed. [In his introduction to the
volume from which Ellen White drew some expressions, harris
wrote: “Suppose, for example, an inspired prophet were now to
appear in the Church, to add a supplement to the canonical books—
what a babel of opinions would he find existing on almost every
theological subject! And how highly probable it is that his ministry
would consist, or seem to consist, in a mere selection and ratification
of such of these opinions as accorded with the mind of God. Absolute
originality would seem to be almost impossible. The inventive mind
of man has already bodied forth speculative opinions in almost
every conceivable form, forestalling and robbing the future of its
fair proportion of novelties and leaving little more, even to a divine
messenger, than the office of taking some of these opinions and
impressing them with the seal of heaven.”—John harris, The Great
Teacher, pp. XXXIII, XXXIV.] Speaking of God’s tender care for
His church, Ellen White wrote:

I have had a most precious experience, and I tes-
tify to my fellow laborers in the cause of God, “The
Lord is good, and greatly to be praised.” I testify to my
brethren and sisters that the church of Christ, enfeebled
and defective as it may be, is the only object on earth on
which He bestows His supreme regard. While He ex-
tends to all the world His invitation to come to Him and
be saved, He commissions His angels to render divine
help to every soul that cometh to Him in repentance and
contrition, and He comes personally by His Holy Spirit
into the midst of His church....
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Consider, my brethren and sisters, that the Lord
has a people, a chosen people, His church, to be His
own, His own fortress, which He holds in a sin-stricken,
revolted world; and He intended that no authority should
be known in it, no laws be acknowledged by it, but His
own.

After writing at some length of the church, its authority, and its
resources and facilities, she penned the following, again couching
her message in part in the words of Harris:

The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human
hearts through the exhibition of His mercy and abundant
grace. He is effecting transformations so amazing that
Satan, with all his triumphant boasting, with all his
confederacy of evil united against God and the laws
of His government, stands viewing them as a fortress
impregnable to his sophistries and delusions. They are
to him an incomprehensible mystery.

The angels of God, seraphim and cherubim, the
powers commissioned to cooperate with human agen-
cies, look on with astonishment and joy that fallen men,
once children of wrath, are through the training of Christ
developing characters after the divine similitude, to be
sons and daughters of God, to act an important part in
the occupations and pleasures of heaven.—Letter 2d,
1892 (The General Conference Bulletin, 1893, 407-409;
see also Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers,
15-19).

“Testimony No. 12” [64]

While Ellen White’s message to the session was appreciated,
and parts have often been quoted, neither church leaders nor Bulletin
editors attached words of special comment. Not so with an eighteen-
page document titled “Testimony No. 12, which was read on two
occasions to those assembled.
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Olsen read the message at the first hour of the Friday-morning
institute session, February 3. He designated it as “a testimony re-
ceived from Sister White for this conference.” The notice describes
it as “a solemn, searching appeal to the ministry to set about the
work of cleansing and purification with terrible earnestness.” The
response is also noted:

The reading was followed by testimonies from quite
a number who confessed failures with brokenness of
heart and accepted the testimony as personal to them,
and laid hold of the promises in it, as well as the cor-
rections. The Spirit of the Lord brought a spirit of deep
earnestness and solemnity into the meeting.—The Gen-
eral Conference Bulletin, 1893, 115.

Ellen White opened her message by relating an incident that had
just taken place. One who was attending the Australian Conference
session had related to her his perplexity and discouragement in
finding in the Review and Herald articles by two leading brethren,
A. T. Jones and Uriah Smith, one in disagreement with the other.
She described the effect:

He saw in the Review the articles of Brother A. T.
Jones in regard to the image of the beast, and then the
one from Elder Smith presenting the opposite view. He
was perplexed and troubled. He had received much light
and comfort in reading articles from Brethren Jones and
Waggoner; but here was one of the old laborers, one
who had written many of our standard books, and whom
we had believed to be taught of God, who seemed to be
in conflict with Brother Jones.

What could all this mean? Was Brother Jones in the
wrong? Was Brother Smith in error? Which was right?
He became confused. When the important laborers in
the cause of God take opposite positions in the same
paper, whom can we depend on?

Who can we believe has the true position?
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She pointed the troubled inquirer to the Bible, and urged that
he be not confused by the differences of opinion he had observed.
And she admonished church leaders and ministers that “the zeal that
leads to this kind of work is not inspired of God.” She gave counsel
on dealing with such situations:

Dealing with Differences

I have received letters from different points telling
the sad, discouraging results of these things. We have
opposition enough from our foes, and we shall have
conflicts fierce and strong; let us not now cause Satan
to glory because of the pitched battles within our own
ranks. The unity for which our Saviour prayed should
be brought into our practical life.

After devoting several pages urging unity, in the words of the
apostle Paul she urged: “I beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing.” She
admonished that “this is not a time for brother to cherish prejudice
against brother. Put not into our enemies’ hands anything that bears
the least suggestions of differences among us, even in opinion.”

Then she put her finger on what appears to have been the cause
behind the situation she was dealing with:

The conference at Minneapolis was the golden op-
portunity for all present to humble the heart before God
and to welcome Jesus as the great Instructor, but the
stand taken by some at that meeting proved their ruin.
They have never seen clearly since, and they never will,
for they persistently cherish the spirit that prevailed
there, a wicked, criticizing, denunciatory spirit. Yet
since that meeting, abundant light and evidence has
been graciously given, that all might understand what is
truth.

Those who were then deceived might since have
come to the light. They might rejoice in the truth as it is
in Jesus, were it not for the pride of their own rebellious
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hearts. They will be asked in the judgment, “Who re-
quired this at your hand, to rise up against the message
and the messengers I sent to My people with light, with
grace and power? Why have you lifted up your souls
against God? Why did you block the way with your
perverse spirit? And afterward when evidence was piled
upon evidence, why did you not humble your hearts be-
fore God, and repent of your rejection of the message
of mercy He sent you?” The Lord has not inspired these
brethren to resist the truth.

In this communication Ellen White addressed herself to the loss
that had come to the cause of God because of the resistance on the
part of some at the Minneapolis General Conference session to the
presentations of truth made there, and the burden thus placed on the
Lord’s messengers that tended to divert them from aggressive work
in the field.

Ellen White had just written of her amazement of what God had
wrought in the advancement of the cause, and that we have nothing
to fear for the future unless we forget. Yet she sensed the presence
of situations that gave her concern:

The Lord designed that the messages of warning and
instruction given through the Spirit to His people should
go everywhere. But the influence that grew out of the
resistance of light and truth at Minneapolis tended to
make of no effect the light God had given to His people
through the testimonies. Great Controversy ... has not
had the circulation that it should have had, because
some of those who occupy responsible positions were
leavened with the spirit that prevailed at Minneapolis, a
spirit that clouded the discernment of the people of God
The dullness of some and the opposition of others have
confined our strength and means largely among those
who know the truth, but do not practice its principles.

Then she penned the following startling words—words that an-
swer in part the question as to why Christ has not yet come:
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If every soldier of Christ had done his duty, if every
watchman on the walls of Zion had given the trumpet
a certain sound, the world might ere this have heard
the message of warning. But the work is years behind.
What account will be rendered to God for thus retarding
the work?

She appealed to the church for sacrifice and dedication: Eternity
is to be kept in view; troublous days are ahead.

The appeal closed with the words “Our work is plainly laid down
in the Word of God. Christian is to be united to Christian, church
to church, the human instrumentality cooperating with the divine,
every agency to be subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all to be
combined in giving to the world the good tidings of the grace of
God.”—Manuscript 1, 1893 (see also Ibid., 1893, 419, 420).

The Wholehearted Response

The message as given in the manuscript was probably read in its
entirety at the institute. Perhaps, though, only the latter half, which
did not deal with personalities and issues so sharply, was read four
weeks later, Monday morning, February 27, during the session. That
is indicated by the fact that the General Conference Bulletin for the
Monday-meeting recorded only the last half of the message; it is
also indicated by the description that was given of the response to
the reading. The editors of the Bulletin reported:

Following the reading of this, a most excellent social
meeting occurred, a number of brethren responding with
hearty confessions and expressions of determination to
walk in unity and love and the advancing light. The
good Spirit of the Lord came in in marked degree, tears
flowed freely, and expressions of joy and thankfulness
seemed to well up from every heart.—Ibid., 1893, 421

Such reports of the influence of the testimonies indicate that even
with the messenger of God thousands of miles away, her influence
was felt in a marked manner. Other reports, in more than five hundred
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pages of the General Conference Bulletin for 1893, show clearly the
pervasive influence of the Spirit of Prophecy in the remnant church.

Relation to Doctrines

One of these pages carries remarks made by S. N. Haskell
concerning the relation of the Spirit of Prophecy to the doctrines of
the church. In answering a question raised in one of his meetings,
he referred to the Scripture argument and then read some extracts
from the Spirit of Prophecy throwing light upon the subject.

Alluding to the use of that which had been given to the church
by the Spirit of Prophecy, he said he never attempted to establish
doctrine from the testimonies.

The testimonies have not been given to establish
new doctrine. The doctrine is established by the Word
of God, and the Spirit of Prophecy comes in to bring out
the light, revealing new beauties in it, and bringing out
here and there details which help in the understanding
of the Word of God....

[A voice: “Isn’t it safe to say that the testimony
reveals no new doctrine?”’]

Yes. Some of our old brethren know that in the East
and New England it is a great place for battles over the
testimonies.... I happened to be born in the East, and
embraced the truth there, and so have battled in this
line a good deal. Nothing pleased me more than to get
those who opposed the visions together and have a Bible
reading on the testimonies. And before we began we
always made this statement: that if they could find any
line in the testimonies that pertained to a doctrine that I
could not establish from the Bible, I would give up the
testimonies. And second, If they could ever find a line
in the testimonies giving a prophecy or prediction which
should be fulfilled, and which had not been fulfilled, 1
would give up the testimonies. There I will stand today.
So I believe the testimonies.—Ibid., 1893, 233
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Thus while Ellen White was helping to pioneer the work in
Australasia, battling what seemed to be almost insurmountable diffi-
culties, stalwart leaders at the home base of the church functioned
as if she were in their presence, and benefited from her pen.

In January, 1893, longstanding plans for Ellen White to visit New
Zealand were coming to fruition. These plans called for visiting the
churches and for a camp meeting to be held in Napier in March. A
conference session would be held in connection with it. Ellen White,
W. C. White, and G. B. Starr and his wife would attend. The tour
was expected to take about four months.
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Chapter 7—(1893) On to New Zealand

Ellen White looked forward to spending a week with the Par-
ramatta church while en route to New Zealand. Parramatta was a
beautiful community, a suburb of Sydney. Robert Hare and David
Steed had held evangelistic meetings there, beginning in March,
1892, and a church of fifty members had been raised up, with a
Sabbath school of seventy. Those accepting the message were de-
scribed as “no mean citizens,” representing “excellent families and
possessing some means” (Letter 34, 1892).

The congregation was determined to have a house of worship.
Beginning with donations amounting to £420 ($2,100), [Note: The
exchange rate held steady throughout the years Ellen White was
in australia, very close to five dollars to the british pound. Ellen
White moved easily from one to the other.] a good lot and building
materials were purchased. Within three weeks’ time of the laying
of the foundations, the building was erected with donated labor,
and Sabbath meetings were being held in it. It was dedicated on
Sabbath, December 10. The next day, 480 people crowded into the
new church at what was called its opening meeting (The Bible Echo,
January 15, 1893). This was the first church building owned by
Seventh-day Adventists in continental Australia. A little chapel had
been erected in Bismark, Tasmania, in 1889.

As funds were being raised in September, Ellen White, who
had received a gift from friends in California of $45 with which to
buy a comfortable chair for use during her illness, appropriated the
money to aid in building the Parramatta church. She explained to
her friends who had given her the money that she wished them to
have something invested in the Australian missionary field (Letter
34, 1892).

Leaving Melbourne on Thursday, January 26, the party arrived
in Sydney on Friday. Ellen White met with the church at Parramatta
on Sabbath morning, and this introduced a full week of meetings.
There was a question in the minds of some as to whether she was
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well enough to speak in the town hall on Sunday night and also
take the Sabbath-morning service as planned. She determined in the
strength of God to go forward with the Sabbath-morning worship
service, and spoke with great freedom from John 14 to an audience
that filled the house (Letter 127, 1893).

Sunday night she spoke in the Parramatta town hall. It was well
filled also, and she reports:

The people listened with great attention, and the
people here, believing the truth, are much pleased. But
I do not feel satisfied. I needed physical strength that I
could do justice to the great and important themes that
we are dealing with. What a work is before us!—Ibid.

In addition to speaking in the church on Tuesday and Thursday
nights, she visited in the community, as well, where she was well
received. She was told that the wife of a local minister had declared:
“Mrs. White’s words are very straight; she has gone deeper than any
of us in religious experience. We must study the Word to see if these
things be so.”—DF 28a, “Experiences in Australia,” p. 316.

For the Seventh-day Adventist pastor, Robert Hare, she had
words of counsel and instruction that she arranged to read to him
and his wife. After listening for a time, with a troubled look he
declared that he might as well give up preaching. Ellen White tells
the story:

I said to him, “That is what I expected you to say,
for it is your way to take reproof in just this spirit. Your
past experience has been presented to me. You think
you are humble, but if you were so in truth, you would
not act as you are doing. The Lord reads your heart. He
1s acquainted with our dangers. He loves you, and He
wants to save you.

“It is because you do not understand your errors,
and the defects in your character, that He sends you
warnings and encouragements. You should receive these
as blessings, the most to be appreciated of anything He
sends you.
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“I have done my duty in setting before you your true
situation.... Brother Hare, study the lessons that Christ
gave to His disciples, and let their simplicity charm you.
Seek to have the mind of Christ, and you will teach as
He taught.”— Ibid., 317, 318.

Ellen White wondered how the testimony would be received. She
was pleased when she met him in the evening to find him seemingly
a changed man.

But in all this Ellen White herself struggled with discouragement.
On the second Sabbath morning, before taking the church worship
service, she felt depressed and wished that she had not promised to
speak. But when she stood on her feet to address the congregation,
she reports:

The Lord gave me special help. Ideas came to me
when speaking that had not before been in my thoughts.
I was instructed, as well as instructing others. I spoke
from the words of Christ in Matthew 13:12-17, and
dwelt especially on the last verse: “Verily I say unto you,
That many prophets and righteous men have desired to
see those things which ye see, and have not seen them;
and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them.”

I showed them that those now living on the earth are
favored above all people in the possession of precious
advanced light. I felt the importance of my subject, and I
know that I had the Holy Spirit’s help in bringing things
to my remembrance in an impressive manner. I praised
the Lord that He gave power to the weak, and that to
me who had not strength He increased strength.— Ibid.,
322, 323.

Then she opened up her heart in a way she seldom did. She
questioned whether the time had not come to cease her public labors.
She wrote:

I have seasons of temptation, when infirmities press
so heavily upon me, and at such times I ask myself, “Am
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I really in the way of my duty? Is it not time I retired
from active labor?”

Then when I stand before the people after such a
battle with the enemy, the Holy Spirit comes to me as a
divine helper. I have the assurance that my work is not
to close yet. My mind is clear, and I am able in words
to make truth forcible, because the Lord is my helper.

Let us be of good courage in the Lord, lift up Jesus
at all times, grasp His might by faith, for He is our
strength and our efficiency. “Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and all that is within me, bless His holy name.”— Ibid.,
323.

Voyage to New Zealand

At two o’clock that Sabbath afternoon Ellen White, together with
her son William, her secretary, Emily Campbell, and G. B. Starr and
his wife, boarded the Rotomahanna for Auckland, New Zealand.
She describes the ship as a “beautiful steamer, and one of the fastest
on these waters” (The Review and Herald, May 30, 1893). She had
a convenient and pleasant stateroom on the upper deck, and endured
the journey well. Arriving at Auckland on Wednesday morning,
February 8, she and her companions were taken to a comfortable
furnished cottage arranged for by the church. The next twelve days
were devoted to meetings in the Auckland church; on two evenings
she spoke to attentive audiences in a well-filled theater. In all she
spoke eight times while there.

On to Kaeo and the Joseph Hare Home

Among the very first in New Zealand to accept the third angel’s
message, as S. N. Haskell began work in Auckland in late 1885,
were Edward Hare and his wife. As soon as he accepted the Sabbath
he was eager that his father, Joseph Hare, who resided in Kaeo,
should also hear. So Haskell made a visit to Kaeo, 160 miles north
of Auckland. Of this visit he wrote:

We became deeply interested in Father Hare and his
family. For twenty years he had been a schoolmaster
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in the north of Ireland. By his present and his former
marriage, and by the former marriage of his present
wife, he has a family of twenty-four children. Sixteen of
these are married and have children. Many of them are
men of means, and hold honorable positions in society.
They are persons of more than ordinary ability, and
have an extensive influence. Father Hare himself is
local preacher for the Methodists.—Historical Sketches
of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists,
103.

Many members of the family accepted the third angel’s message,
including Father Hare. Now, eight years later, Ellen White was in
New Zealand and was urged to visit Kaeo. She recorded:

Here is a company of interesting people—a father,
and his children and grandchildren. Father Hare is now
in the seventies.... He is a man much respected. The
community was so anxious to see us that we consented
to take this trip from Auckland to Kaeo.

They have a little chapel which was built by the
Hare family. One son is in Auckland, one son obtained
his education at our college in Healdsburg, California.
We feel pleased that we can visit this church consisting

mostly of the members of this one large family.—Letter
55, 1893.

Kaeo was a twenty-four-hour journey from Auckland by coastal
boat, which made several stops en route. There was just time to
squeeze in comfortably a two-week visit to Kaeo before entering
into preparations for the camp meeting scheduled to open in Napier
on Thursday, March 23.

So on Monday the White party, the same that had come from
Australia, boarded the Clansman at Auckland for its weekly trip
north. Once on shipboard Mrs. White soon discovered that it would
be unwise for her to go into the cabin below. She reported, “It was
close, and the berths in staterooms narrow and hard as a board.”—
Manuscript 77, 1893. She described the journey in a letter written to
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her older sister Mary Foss, who resided in Maine. Ellen White was
still suffering a good deal of pain in her hips and could walk but little.
A comfortable chair had been purchased for her in Auckland; this,
along with a folding spring bed, was brought on board. The chair,
she said, suited her as if made especially for her. There was a stiff
breeze as they started on their journey, and Ellen White was wrapped
up “like a mummy” to shelter her from the wind. She continued:

My chair was the easiest I ever had; but after about
two hours my hip began to pain me, and I knew I must
lie down. When Willie came to see if all was well with
me, | told him I could not endure to sit up any longer.

The only place open to me on deck was the smoking
room, but all said if I could not do better they would
empty that room and put my spring bed in there; but lo,
the bed would not go in. Then the steward and W. C.
White went off by themselves to get things fixed. After
a while they came and helped me to the other side of
the boat, where a shelter had been made with rugs, and
I lay down on a good spring cot, oh, so grateful for the
privilege....

The arrangement made for me on deck was a great
comfort, and I felt so thankful for the change from chair
to cot. Emily lay in a steamer chair next to me. Willie
had a steamer chair on the other side of me. Brother
and Sister Starr were below in a stateroom.—Letter 55,
1893.

During the trip Ellen White had a long visit with the captain,
who had suffered severely from rheumatism but had been cured,
according to him, by spending some time at a hot sulfur spring
near Auckland. The captain’s wife urged Ellen White to visit these
springs. She thought she might do so. As they made their way up
the east coast of the North Island of New Zealand, the scenery was
exquisite. She wrote as they traveled:

I think it is not possible for anyone who is not a
Christian to understand and enjoy the works of God
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and the precious things in nature. When we behold the
evidences of His matchless love, in the lofty trees, the
shrubs and opening flowers, our minds are carried up
from nature to nature’s God, and our hearts overflow
with gratitude to the great Master Artist who has given
us all these beautiful things to delight our senses.—Ibid.

When they arrived at their destination, Whangaroa Harbor, at
seven in the evening, Joseph and Metcalfe Hare were there to meet
them. The men had come three miles from Kaeo in their skiff.
Travelers and baggage were transferred to the little boat, and they
started on the two-hour trip to Kaeo. The water was smooth, the air
was mild, and the new moon gave just enough light to outline the
mountains (The Review and Herald, May 30, 1893). Ellen White
describes the trip in her diary:

Willie sat at the end of the boat at the helm, his back
to my back to give me support and to guide the boat.
Brethren Hare stood up in the boat, each with an oar,
and were guided by word and motion of head when the
boat should go veering to right and left in the narrow
passage, shunning rocks and dangerous places.

The view on this passage must be grand when it
can be seen, but it was night and we were deprived of
the privilege of viewing the scenery. The water was as
smooth as a beautiful lake.... The landing place was
close to Joseph Hare’s backyard. We stepped, with help,
on the embankment and passed through the gate, and
a few steps brought us to the back piazza [porch]. We
climbed the steps and entered the open door and were
welcomed by Sister Hare.—Manuscript 77, 1893.

In the morning Father Hare came with his carriage and took
them the three miles to his home. As they traveled, Ellen White
became ecstatic by what she saw: fern trees in abundance, mountains
“closely linked one to another, rounded or sharp at the top, and
precipicelike at the sides; then uniting with this was still another
and another, peak after peak presenting itself like links uniting in a
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chain” (Ibid.). Father Hare’s home was well located, close to a high,
wooded mountain. A passing stream supplied pure water. There was
a flourishing orchard of apples, pears, peaches, plums, and quince
trees, and beyond, beautiful, fragrant pines.

Wednesday, Ellen White spent in writing letters for the American
mail. Early Thursday it began to rain, and how it did rain! By
afternoon the little creek was a swollen roaring torrent, bringing
down driftwood and logs. The lower part of the Kaeo Valley was
flooded, houses were destroyed, horses and sheep were drowned,
and hundreds of huge logs were floated over fields and orchards
(Ibid., May 30, 1893). But the rain was soon over, and the weather
improved.

Sabbath morning Ellen White spoke in the little meetinghouse
the Hare family had built. As she stood before her audience, she
recognized faces she had previously seen in vision, as had happened
to her many times. She was well aware of the experiences and
attitudes of some present (Manuscript 77, 1893). Sunday afternoon
she addressed about two hundred of the community folks at the
Wesleyan church. George Starr spoke in the same church Sunday
evening. Thus began a busy stay at Kaeo.

Some members of the Hare family had not yet confessed Christ,
and one had grown harsh and sharp in his dealings with neighbors
and in his efforts to win people to the message. This left them with
but little influence. Yet, Ellen White reported, the people in the
community seemed anxious to hear the Word of God. Souls were
asking, “What is truth?” Of the youth she wrote that “there are some
in Kaeo whom God has been calling to fit themselves for labor in His
vineyard, and we rejoice that several are preparing to go to the Bible
school” in Australia (Ibid., May 30, 1893). Because of bad weather
and irregular boat schedules, the visitors stayed an extra week in
Kaeo. They filled the time with meetings, and in earnest visiting
from family to family. Near the time for them to leave, Minnie and
Susan Hare, ages 20 and 14, respectively, youngest daughters of
Father Hare, were baptized.

Thursday morning, March 16, the visiting group caught the
steamer for Auckland. Ellen White and the Starrs were taken to
Whangaroa Harbor on Wednesday afternoon so that Ellen White
could speak in the town hall that evening. W. C. White and Emily
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Campbell came with the baggage early Thursday morning, and they
were soon on the Clansman en route to Auckland.

At Auckland they changed to the Wairarapa, bound for Napier.
Here the first Seventh-day Adventist camp meeting in the Southern
Hemisphere was scheduled to open on Thursday, March 23. Again
the trip meant Sabbath travel, and while waiting for the two-0’clock
(Friday) departure Ellen White wrote letters. In one she stated, I
am sorry, so sorry, that again we will travel on the Sabbath.”—Letter
32b, 1893.

At Auckland, ten church members joined them on board, bound
for the same meeting. There was a stop en route on Sabbath at
Gisborne, where A. G. Daniells and Robert Hare had raised up a
church (The Review and Herald, June 6, 1893). The ministers went
ashore and met with the believers in their Sabbath service.
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Chapter 8—(1893) The New Zealand Camp Meeting

As the passengers of the Wairarapa woke up Sunday morning,
they discovered that they were at anchor off Napier. Ellen White
describes the little city as “a beautiful place, the resident portion of
the town being built on a series of high hills overlooking the sea”
(Ibid., June 6, 1893). She, W. C. White, and Emily were taken to the
comfortable home of the Doctors Caro, [The husband, a physician,
was cordial but not an adventist. The wife, a dentist, corresponded
often with Ellen White.] not far from where preparations were al-
ready under way for the camp meeting. They were to be entertained
there for the full time. A two-wheeled horse-drawn rig was made
available for Ellen White’s use in getting to the meetings.

Arrangements had been made for her to speak Sunday evening
in the Theater Royal, and she presented her favorite theme, “The
Love of God,” to an attentive audience. The next three days were
devoted to getting ready for the meeting. Two large tents were
pitched. Notice had been sent to the churches weeks before, but the
response was poor, so plans for a dining tent and a reception tent
were dropped. Only a few family tents were pitched. It was expected
that the restaurant in town could serve whatever food was needed.

However, by midweek boats and trains brought delegations from
the churches, fully doubling the number expected. The camp meet-
ing planners faced a minor crisis.

From the time plans were under way, Ellen White had urged
that this first camp meeting must be a sample of what future camp
meetings should be. Over and over again she declared: “‘See, saith
he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to
thee in the mount.” As a people,” she said, “we have lost much by
neglecting order and method.” She commented, “Although it takes
time and careful thought and labor, and often seems to make our
work cost more, in the end we can see that it was a paying business
to do everything in the most perfect manner.”—Ibid. For the people
to go uptown for their meals would, she pointed out, break into our
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program, waste precious time, and bring in a haphazard state of
things that should be avoided” (Ibid.).

The camp was enlarged; more tents were procured, a reception
tent was fitted up, and also a dining tent.

The food provided was plain, substantial, and plentiful. Instead
of the dozen people expected, about thirty took their meals in the
dining tent.

The first meeting held in the big tent was on Tuesday evening,
in advance of the opening, and Stephen McCullagh spoke. On the
first Sabbath afternoon Ellen White was the speaker. At the close of
her address she extended invitations for a response, first from those
who had never taken their stand for Christ and then from those “who
professed to be the followers of Christ, who had not the evidence
of His acceptance.” The responses were encouraging. A hard rain
had come up, and the big tent leaked in many places, but this did
not worry the audience, for the interest in “eternal matters” was
too deep to be affected by the surroundings. As the rain continued,
George Starr gave precious instruction and exhorted the people. The
meeting continued until sundown (Ibid.).

Sunday evening, six were baptized. Monday was devoted to
business meetings.

In the evening McCullagh spoke on phrenology. The next morn-
ing in the six-o’clock testimony meeting, phrenology and spiritu-
alism were seen to be topics in which there was great interest, so
that morning, in place of the meetings that had been planned, Ellen
White spoke on phrenology and its perils.

A day or two later one of the literature evangelists brought to
Starr a pamphlet containing the sermon of an influential Wesleyan
minister in New Zealand in which he defended “higher criticism” of
the Bible and scoffed at the idea that all portions of the Bible were
inspired. When it was announced that there would be an address
on the subject, the people of Napier flocked out to hear. Many
Adventists residing in the city where they were employed attended
the early-morning and evening meetings. Ellen White was at most
of the early meetings, but much of her time was spent writing in the
Caro home.

The messages presented at the camp were very practical, she
joining the ministers in their work. One morning she spoke on
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Sabbath observance, at another time on John 14 and the Christian’s
heavenly home, then on sanctification and transformation of char-
acter. The subject of “dress” was presented, and one evening the
subject of the school in Australia was introduced and a call made
for means. Ellen White spent thirty minutes recounting the estab-
lishment of Battle Creek College. It was a most profitable meeting.
At a number of the meetings, only about half of the audience were
Adventists.

One morning Ellen White, wanting to attend the early-morning
meeting, found there was no transportation readily available. She
tells the story in her diary:

The horse is in the pasture, and I decide to make
an experiment of walking. I start on my way, but I see
W. C. White behind me with a two-wheeled cart. He is
between the fills, trotting along on the descending grade
to overtake me. He insisted upon my taking my seat as
usual and he drew the conveyance himself.

As he approached the encampment, Elder Starr saw
him and came out to help him, and they drew up the
vehicle to the very tent entrance. After the meeting
opened, I spoke to the people.—Manuscript 78, 1893.

The camp meeting was scheduled to close on Wednesday, April
5, but boat transportation was delayed, and so meetings continued
another day. A meeting for literature evangelists followed over the
weekend. Ellen White remained for still another week in Napier;
she and associate workers visited families and churches nearby. But
much of her time was devoted to writing. She devoted one entire day
during the camp meeting to getting materials off to Fanny Bolton
and Marian Davis in Melbourne.

Two or three weeks after the camp meeting was over she wrote
of its success to Harmon Lindsay in Battle Creek:

Our camp meeting in Napier was excellent from the
commencement to the close. Several decided to observe
the Sabbath for the first time, and some who had left the
church came back.
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One man named Anderson said, “The testimonies
of Sister White drove me out of the church. I have been
disconnected from the church three years. I bless God I
came to this meeting, for I have heard the testimonies
and believe them to be of God. It is the testimonies that
have brought me back to the church.”

He requested baptism and was as happy a man as
there was upon the ground all through the meetings.—
Letter 79, 1893.

Meeting Offshoot Teachings

The day before the camp meeting opened, Ellen White addressed
a letter to a Mr. Stanton in America, who had begun to teach that
the Seventh-day Adventist Church had, through apostasy, become
Babylon. She wrote:

Dear Brother Stanton, I address to you a few lines.
I am not in harmony with the position that you have
taken, for I have been shown by the Lord that just such
positions will be taken by those who are in error. Paul
has given us a warning to this effect: “Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils.”

My brother, I learn that you are taking the position
that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is Babylon, and
that all that would be saved must come out of her. You
are not the only man whom the enemy has deceived
in this matter. For the last forty years, one man after
another has arisen, claiming that the Lord has sent him
with the same message. But let me tell you ... that this
message you are proclaiming is one of the satanic delu-
sions designed to create confusion among the churches.
My brother, you are certainly off the track.—Letter 57,
1893.

Mr. Stanton had published a pamphlet titled “The Loud Cry of
[81] the Third Angel’s Message.” In this he quoted freely from the Spirit
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of Prophecy messages of reproof and rebuke, forgetting that God
had said, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten” (Revelation
3:19). He concluded that the testimonies of reproof constituted a
message of rejection, and that those who would join in sounding the
loud cry must withdraw from the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
The church, he asserted, had become Babylon, and those who would
finish God’s work in the earth and meet their Lord in peace must
separate from the body. His pamphlet of more than fifty pages
was made up largely of misapplied E. G. White messages pieced
together with the compiler’s comments. It also contained a personal
testimony from her that somehow had come into Stanton’s hands.
This he had employed in a less-than-honorable fashion.

As she wrote most earnestly to him, she touched on several
points:

Do not seek to misinterpret and twist and pervert the
testimonies to substantiate any such message of error.
Many have passed over this ground, and have done great
harm. As others have started up full of zeal to proclaim
this message, again and again I have been shown that it
is not the truth....

God has a church upon the earth, who are His chosen
people, who keep His commandments. He is leading,
not stray offshoots, not one here and one there, but a
people. The truth is a sanctifying power, but the church
militant is not yet the church triumphant....

It is our individual duty to walk humbly with God.
We are not to seek any strange, new message. We are
not to think that the chosen ones of God who are trying
to walk in the light compose Babylon. The fallen de-
nominational churches are Babylon. Babylon has been
fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This
wine of error is made up of false doctrines, such as the
natural immortality of the soul, the eternal torment of
the wicked, the denial of the preexistence of Christ prior
to His birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting
the first day of the week above God’s holy, sanctified
day.—Ibid.
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In the weeks that followed, Ellen White wrote at length warnings
to the church concerning this new “message.” They appeared in a
series of four articles published in the Review and Herald, from
August 22 to September 12, under the title “The Remnant Church
Not Babylon.” The first opened with these words:

I have been made very sad in reading the pamphlet
that has been issued by Brother Stanton and by those
associated with him in the work he has been doing.
Without my consent, they have made selections from
the testimonies, and have inserted them in the pamphlet
they have published, to make it appear that my writings
sustain and approve the position they advocate.

In doing this, they have done that which is not jus-
tice or righteousness. Through taking unwarrantable
liberties, they have presented to the people a theory that
is of a character to deceive and destroy. In times past,
many others have done this same thing, and have made
it appear that the testimonies sustained positions that
were untenable and false....

In the pamphlet published by Brother Stanton and
his associates, he accuses the church of God of being
Babylon, and would urge a separation from the church.
This is a work that is neither honorable nor righteous.
In compiling this work, they have used my name and
writings for the support of that which I disapprove and
denounce as error. The people to whom this pamphlet
will come will charge the responsibility of this false
position upon me, when it is utterly contrary to the
teaching of my writings, and the light which God has
given me. I have no hesitancy in saying that those
who are urging on this work are greatly deceived.—
The Review and Herald, August 22, 1893 (see also
Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 32-36).

It was 1in this connection that Ellen White made a statement that
has brought assurance and comfort to many:
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Although there are evils existing in the church, and
will be until the end of the world, the church in these
last days is to be the light of the world that is polluted
and demoralized by sin. The church, enfeebled and
defective, needing to be reproved, warned, and coun-
seled, is the only object upon earth upon which Christ
bestows His supreme regard.—The Review and Herald,
September 5, 1893 (see also Testimonies to Ministers
and Gospel Workers, 49).

Ellen White closed the series of articles by publishing in full her
letter of March 22 to Mr. Stanton, quoted at the beginning of this
section. As the clear-cut warnings and assurances reached Seventh-
day Adventists through the Review and Herald, the threatening
offshoot movement was checked and soon forgotten.

The W. F. Caldwell Mission to Australia

Before receiving Ellen White’s testimony written March 22,
Mr. Stanton commissioned one of his newly acquired disciples,
W. F. Caldwell of Pennsylvania, to hasten to Australia to spread
the message there and to gain Ellen White’s support for the new
movement. The two men of kindred minds, Stanton and Caldwell,
had met in Battle Creek. They had spent three days together and had
agreed on the urgency of Caldwell’s Australian trip.

So eager and earnest was Caldwell, an Adventist of somewhat
fluctuating experience, that when Stanton dispatched him to Aus-
tralia he did not even return to his Pennsylvania home to bid his wife
and two children goodbye. He never saw them again; his wife, not a
Seventh-day Adventist, divorced him for deserting her, and refused
to allow him to see the children.

In San Francisco another of Stanton’s disciples gave Caldwell
money and a steamship ticket, and he hastened on his way. Reaching
Hobart, Tasmania, he was informed by George Starr that Ellen White
was in New Zealand; he was further told that she had written a testi-
mony to Stanton pointing out that he was “off the track.” Caldwell
was eager, of course, to see a copy of the testimony. Upon learning
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that a copy could be found at Melbourne with Sister White’s papers,
he was soon there and read the message.

The testimony unsettled him, but he was not convinced. Frus-
trated by the fact that Ellen White was in New Zealand and that he
was without funds to travel there to see her, and feeling that she
misunderstood the Stanton message on the loud cry, he wrote a letter
to her and settled down to wait for a reply. “Then came the real
struggle.” He recounted his experience in the following words:

None but God knows how hard Satan and his emis-
saries worked for me during those few days of idleness;
but Christ 1s able to save all who trust Him.

One Sunday I strolled down to the park where the
Socialists were holding an open-air meeting. After lis-
tening to a part of three speeches, I turned away in
disgust. You know how they talk, “Down with the
government, down with the judges, away with these
oppressive laws,” et cetera, always trying to tear down,
but never having any idea of a better way, or in fact, of
any substitute.

The Spirit of the Lord was by my side, and showed
me that I was doing the same kind of work. I could not
silence that voice. The similarity of their work and mine
opened before me more clearly every time I tried to
excuse myself, until finally I gave in and confessed, like
David, “I am the man.” I went to my lodgings, and after
much prayer, decided to give up the message, although
still more than half believing that it was true, in part at
least.—DF 463a, “A Confession,” W. FE. Caldwell to
“Dear Brethren and Sisters,” July 7, 1893 (The Review
and Herald, September 19, 1893).

Caldwell had about made up his mind to give up his mission and
return to the United States—he had sufficient money for a passage
by steerage—when he received a response from Ellen White in New
Zealand. It was tender, understanding, motherly:

Dear Brother Caldwell,
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Your letter addressed to me was received at the be-
ginning of the Sabbath.... I should advise you to attend
the school, and not to leave this country until you be-
come thoroughly settled in your mind as to what is truth.
I sincerely hope that you will attend this term of school
and learn all you can in regard to this message of truth
that is to go to the world.

The Lord has not given you a message to call the
Seventh-day Adventists Babylon, and to call the people
of God to come out of her. All the reasons you may
present cannot have weight with me on this subject,
because the Lord has given me decided light that is
opposed to such a message.

I do not doubt your sincerity or honesty.... You think
individuals have prejudiced my mind. If I am in this
state, I am not fitted to be entrusted with the work of
God.—Letter 16, 1893; Selected Messages 2:63).

In a kindly way she reviewed a number of experiences, somewhat
similar to Caldwell’s, in which individuals felt they had some special
message for the Seventh-day Adventist Church. (These may be read
in Ibid., 2:64-66.) In this letter a most enlightening statement is
made, identifying the “Laodiceans” whom Christ will spew out of
His mouth:

God is leading out a people. He has a chosen people,
a church on the earth, whom He has made the deposi-
taries of His law. He has committed to them sacred trust
and eternal truth to be given to the world. He would
reprove and correct them.

The message to the Laodiceans is applicable to Sev-
enth-day Adventists who have had great light and have
not walked in the light. It is those who have made great
profession, but have not kept in step with their Leader,
that will be spewed out of His mouth unless they repent.
The message to pronounce the Seventh-day Adventist
Church Babylon, and call the people of God out of her,
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does not come from any heavenly messenger, or any
human agent inspired by the Spirit of God.—Ibid., 2:66.

Caldwell accepted Ellen White’s advice, abandoned the so-called
new light, attended the Australasian Bible School in Melbourne,
and then engaged in the literature work. A little later Ellen White
employed him to assist with the work about her residence; he even
copied on the typewriter some of her manuscripts. Some years later
he returned to the United States and worked in the Pacific Northwest
in the literature ministry. Thus the messenger of the Lord, while
filling her assignments in somewhat pioneering work in local fields
overseas, was ever ministering to the church throughout the world.

Good News from America

Mail, both going and coming, was an important part of the pro-
gram of Ellen White and those who were with her in New Zealand.

Sunday, April 23, she arose early—at half past three—to prepare
the mail bound for Melbourne, expecting it to leave on Monday.

That same Sunday, in came a large stack of letters. There was
a long letter from O. A. Olsen, president of the General Confer-
ence, giving a full summary of the General Conference session and
reporting on the confession of a number of prominent men who had
taken a wrong position at the 1888 General Conference session.

Another letter was from Leroy Nicola, a prominent pastor in
Iowa. It was the Nicola letter that brought her special rejoicing.
It was a confession, “a most thorough confession of the part he
acted in Minneapolis.” Of this Ellen White wrote: “It is thorough,
and I praise the Lord for the victory he has gained over the enemy
who has held him four years from coming into the light. Oh, how
hard it is to cure rebellion! How strong the deceiving power of
Satan!”—Manuscript 80, 1893.

Ellen White could scarcely sleep that night. She writes:

The good news from America kept me awake. Oh,
how my heart rejoices in the fact that the Lord is work-
ing in behalf of His people—in the information in the
long letter from Elder Olsen, that the Lord by His Holy
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Spirit was working upon the hearts of those who have
been in a large measure convinced of their true con-
dition before God, yet have not humbled their hearts
before to confess!

The Spirit of the Lord moved them to the point at
this conference. Elder Morrison, who has been so long
president of the Iowa Conference, made a full confes-
sion. Madison Miller, who has been under the same
deceiving power of the enemy, made his confession,
and thus the Lord is indeed showing Himself merciful
and of tender compassion of His children who have not
received the light He has given them, but have been
walking and working in darkness.—Ibid.

As she wrote the next day of Leroy Nicola’s experience to Har-
mon Lindsay, treasurer of the General Conference, she said, “I knew
if he walked in the light that this must come.... My heart is re-
joiced that he has yielded to the influence of the Holy Spirit. It
has taken four years of striving of the Spirit of God to bring him to
this.”—Letter 79, 1893.

The Van Horn Confession

But, Nicola was not alone in resisting light in 1888. Another
was Isaac Van Horn, who labored in Battle Creek and to whom on
January 20 Ellen had written a testimony filling eleven pages: “I
want to say a few words to you,” she wrote, “to tell you some things
which burden my heart. You are represented to me as not walking
and working in the light as you think you are doing.” She continued:

Again and again has the Lord presented before me
the Minneapolis meeting. The developments there are
but dimly seen by some, and the same fog which en-
veloped their minds on that occasion has not been dis-
pelled by the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness.
Notwithstanding the evidences of the power of God
which attended the truth which was shining forth at that
meeting, there were those who did not comprehend it.
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In the blessings that have since accompanied the
presentation of the truth, justification by faith and the
imputed righteousness of Christ, they have not discerned
increased evidence from God as to where and how He
is and has been working.—Letter 61, 1893.

She pleaded with Van Horn: “Why did you not receive the
testimony the Lord sent you through Sister White? Why have you
not harmonized with the light God has given you? ... Elder Van
Horn, you need the quickening influence of the Spirit of God....I
plead with you, dear brother, take off thy shoes from off thy feet,
and walk softly before God.”

The earnest testimony was used of God to save the man. In a
four-page handwritten letter he reviewed his experience in receiving
and accepting the testimony. He said:

This communication by your hand to me I heartily
accept as a testimony from the Lord. It reveals to me
the sad condition I have been in since the Minneapolis
meeting, and this reproof from the Lord is just and true.
Since it came, I see more than ever before the great sin
it is to reject light. And this is made doubly sinful by
my own stubborn will holding out so long against the
light that has shone so brightly upon me.

He then related how, a few days before receiving the testimony,
he began to see his true condition and on a Sabbath morning at the
General Conference confessed his great wrong at Minneapolis and
since then. He felt this experience was but paving the way for the
testimony he was about to receive. Three days later, and still during
the General Conference session, the testimony came. He told Ellen
White what took place on receiving it:

Late in the evening I went to my room where all
alone I read it three times over with much weeping,
accepting it sentence by sentence as I read. I bowed
before the Lord in prayer and confessed it all to Him.
He heard my earnest plea, and for bitterness of soul He
gave me peace and joy....
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I could but thank Him for sending me this message,
for it is a token of His love. “For whom the Lord loveth
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re-
ceiveth.”

The next morning he went into the ministers’ meeting and made
a most earnest and extended confession of his wrong before the men
who knew of his course. It brought light and blessing to his soul. He
could exclaim, “I am now a free man again, thank the Lord, having
found pardon and peace.”

Before closing his letter to Mrs. White, he wrote:

I shall need counsel and instruction. If you have
anything further that would give me more light, showing
me more clearly my true condition, I shall be very glad
to receive it.—I. D. Van Horn to EGW, March 9, 1893.

In her five-page reply Ellen White declared:

I do accept your letter fully, and am very, very thank-
ful your eyes have been anointed with the heavenly eye-
salve, that you may see clearly and give to the flock of
God meat in due season, which they do much need.—
Letter 60, 1893.

When the testimonies were wholeheartedly received and ac-
cepted, joy came to Ellen White’s heart. In addition to Isaac Van
Horn and Leroy Nicola, word from O. A. Olsen told of others
who were moved to confess at the 1893 General Conference session
(Manuscript 80, 1893). A week later George 1. Butler, residing in
Florida, made a public confession through The Review and Herald,
June 13, 1893 of wrong attitudes on his part and of his coming into
line with his brethren. This left but very few holdouts among men
of particular significance in the cause.
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Chapter 9—(1893) The Winter in New Zealand

With the Napier camp meeting over, Ellen White and her party
moved on to Wellington, at the southern tip of North Island, New
Zealand. Wellington was the headquarters of the New Zealand Con-
ference—if a book depository and the president’s residence together
could be called a headquarters. M. C. Israel served as president.
The trip by train would take them through Palmerston North, and it
seemed convenient to stop over there for a long weekend.

Ellen White, accompanied by W. C. White and Emily Campbell,
left Napier Thursday morning, April 13. George and Mrs. Starr
were to follow the next day. Of the five-hour train trip she wrote:

I rode with Emily and Willie in the second-class
cars for the first time since my severe illness. We could
make me a comfortable seat with cushions, and I think I
did not suffer any more in the second class than I should
in the first, and we would have to pay one pound, one
shilling extra for us three if we rode in first class. We
left Napier at half past eleven o’clock and arrived at
Palmerston at half past four—Manuscript 79, 1893.

For the first two or three hours of the trip they traversed rich
farming country dotted with villages. Nearer Palmerston North the
land was level with much heavy timber here and there and large
fertile pastures. It reminded Ellen White of the newer portions of
Michigan, Canada, and New York State in the 1850s. Evangelistic
meetings had been held at Palmerston four years earlier, but the town
had doubled in population, and further work was due. She and Emily
were invited to stay with a couple named McOlivors, local church
members. Sabbath morning Elder Starr spoke in the little hired hall
and Ellen White in the afternoon. She reports in her diary that “I ...
led out with words of comfort and encouragement for the little few
who had met together to worship God.”

104


https://egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms.79%2C.1893

(1893) The Winter in New Zealand 105

Noting that a large part of the audience were children and youth,
she adapted her remarks accordingly. Of this she says:

I addressed words to them, to instruct and help them
in doing right, in loving the Lord Jesus in the early years
of their life. “Those that seek me early shall find me.”
Proverbs 8:17. I think the lambs of the flock are left or
passed over with but little effort to have them understand
they may give their hearts and lives to Jesus in their
childhood and youth. The simplicity of the lessons of
Christ could be understood by children.—Ibid.

Sunday, services were held in the Theater Royal. She reports
that there was a good congregation who listened attentively as she
presented before them the love of Christ, speaking from 1 John
3:1-4.

Monday morning, she was up at three to get ready to catch the
six-thirty train to Wellington. She was accompanied by W. C. White,
Emily Campbell, and M. C. Israel. They traveled through what
seemed to be newly developed country, wooded land and burned-
over land, and, as they neared Wellington, sections abounding in
tree ferns. At Wellington they were driven to what was to be their
home for the winter months. It was now mid-June, and the weather
was turning cold.

As she looked back since leaving Australia, she wrote:

It is now three months since we left Melbourne. We
have traveled about twenty-five hundred miles by sea
and by land, and I have written over three hundred pages
of letter paper. I have spoken to the people forty-one
times, and am gaining in health and strength, for which
I render thanksgiving and praise to God every day, and
in the night season.—The Review and Herald, June 13,
1893.

She had occasion to rejoice, for while she had suffered so
painfully through most of 1892 she could now travel, speak, and
write. Yet she confided, “Infirmities are still my companions by
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night and day.” She was thankful that the Lord gave her grace to bear
the pain. She explained:

Sometimes when I feel unable to fill my appoint-
ments, I say, In faith I will place myself in position. I
will go to the meeting, and stand upon my feet, although
feeling unable to say a word; and whenever I have done
this, I have had strength given me to rise above all infir-
mities, and to bear the message the Lord has given me
for the people.—Ibid.

Her Wellington Home

Her temporary home in New Zealand was the mission building
secured for use primarily as a book depository. Mrs. M. H. Tux-
ford carried the responsibility of management, which was no small
task considering that it served all of New Zealand. Ellen White de-
scribed her as “a businesswoman and capable, pleasant, and active”
(Manuscript 80, 1893). One room of the building was devoted to the
book depository, Mrs. Tuxford resided in another, and three rooms
were made available to Ellen White and Emily Campbell.

It was planned that she would reside there for a month or six
weeks, but it turned out to be the four months of the winter.

It was Tuesday, April 18, when they moved in, and she closed her
diary entry for that day with the words: “Now comes the taxing part
of our work—preparing not only the American mail, which closes
Thursday, but mail for Melbourne, which leaves every week.”—Ibid.

As there was no church in Wellington, the whole worker group
would drive six miles to Petone for Sabbath services. Ellen White
tells of how it worked out:

Last night the stars shone like diamonds in the heav-
ens, but this morning is cloudy and rainy. Elder Israel,
W. C. White, and Sister Brown go to Petone about nine
o’clock. Sister Tuxford, Sister Israel, and I go this after-
noon, as soon as we shall take an early dinner. But rain,
rain, rain is the order of the day.... Brother Simpson,
who bears the responsibilities of the meetings when he
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1s at home, said to Willie, “I do not think your mother
will come.” Willie said, “We will see. It would be an
exceptional occurrence for my mother to fail to meet
her appointments.” ...

When we drove up to the place of meeting, there
were about one dozen in all assembled, but when that
carriage drove through the village and it was known I
had come, the house was well filled, and ... best of all,
we had the heavenly Guest. The Lord gave me words to
speak to the people. John 14. I was surprised myself at
the words given me.—Ibid.

The reason for her surprise was that she had intended to speak
on a different topic, but when she stood to speak, that subject was
taken from her mind and another pressed itself forcibly upon her.

Difficulties in Advancing the Message in New Zealand

The workers in Wellington, both those long in the field and
the newcomers, took a good look at the state of the cause and the
prospects for the future. In Wellington there was no tangible work.
D. M. Canright’s books—as well as the activities of some of the
church members, which were less than honorable but were quite
widely known—had closed the eyes and ears of those who should
hear and respond. A consistent opposition of Protestant ministers
also had a strong influence.

The Adventist leaders studied the map of New Zealand and could
see that “only a little portion of it has yet heard the proclamation
of the truth. The very best and more favorable fields have not yet
been entered.”—Ibid. They felt the dire need of experienced workers.
Wrote Ellen White:

A deep, deep sleep seems to be upon the people.
Pleasure-loving, something new to attract the mind,
something startling, and a dish of fables from the pulpit
are relished, but the truth that would arouse and dis-
turb their self-complacency is the very thing they do
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not want. The people seem encased, as though noth-
ing can penetrate the armor of self-deception and stolid
indifference.

Our cry 1s to God for help, for strength and power.
He alone can work upon the hearts of the people of
Wellington. Elder Daniells has had good congregations,
but no souls have been brought into the truth. Elder
Israel has been here much of the time for four years,
but nothing has been successful to create an interest.
The Great Controversy and other books have been taken
in this city, yet no souls have been added as the result.
What can be done? O Lord, lead and guide!—Ibid.

Determined to make a break, the workers decided to rent the
skating rink, which would seat about a thousand, for evangelistic
meetings. Even though the rent seemed high, they would go forward
in the name of the Lord and do something. At three o’clock Sunday
afternoon, April 30, Ellen White spoke there on temperance to a
good audience. She reported deep interest on the part of the hearers.
In the evening Starr addressed an audience of about the same size
on the inspiration of the Scriptures. An interest was created, and
meetings continued for some time in the skating rink on Sabbath
and Sunday and some evenings.

Writing on the Life of Christ

Ever since crossing the Pacific nearly two years earlier, Ellen
White had been watching for an opportunity to write on Christ’s life.
Now in the winter months in New Zealand, when travel would be
somewhat curtailed, she determined to push the work forward as
her strength and her program would allow. Letters she should have
answered remained unanswered, in some cases, for months, as she
tried to make room for work on her book. A diary entry for May 19
reads: “Before breakfast, wrote seven pages on the life of Christ.”
The next Tuesday she wrote in her diary: “It is cloudy and raining
this morning. I have been writing upon the life of Christ since four
o’clock.” She added a prayer, “Oh, that the Holy Spirit may rest
and abide upon me, that my pen may trace the words which will
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communicate to others the light which the Lord has been pleased in
His great mercy and love to give me.”—Ibid.

In mid-June W. C. White, writing for the Bible Echo, reported
on his mother’s activities:

Mrs. E. G. White was enduring the damp and windy
weather of Wellington very well, and having found at
the Tract Society Depository a quiet and comfortable
place to reside, is engaged in writing on some of the
unfinished chapters of her forthcoming “Life of Christ.”
At the close of the camp meeting in Napier, she felt a
great desire to attend another general meeting in New
Zealand. The appointment of the next annual conference
early in the season may enable her, if she can endure
the dampness of the climate, to remain and attend this
meeting, before the next annual conference and first
camp meeting in Australia—July 1, 1893.

From time to time through the winter—June, July, and August—
she mentions, in her letters and her diary, writing on the life of
Christ.

Thursday, June 15, 1893:

I do not flatter myself that very much progress can
be made on the life of Christ. I am writing on it as fast
as I possibly can.... The days are short and are gone
before we really know it.—Letter 131, 1893.

Monday, June 19:

I am trying to write on the life of Christ, but I am
obliged to change my position quite often to relieve
the spine and the right hip. Sister Tuxford and I had
our season of worship alone—only two to claim the
promise.—Manuscript 81, 1893.

Thursday, June 29:
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This morning there was some frost. I have a fire in
my room today. Have not had a fire before for several
days. Am writing on life of Christ.

We have secured a wheelchair, that I can be wheeled
in the open air when I cannot ride in carriage.—Ibid.

Friday, July 7:

I wrote some today. Pain is making me very ner-
vous, but I keep this to myself.... Letters are constantly
coming for an answer, and should I write to the many
that I desire, I should not find any time to write on the
life of Christ.—Ibid.

An Agonizing Letter to Edson

Letters from James Edson White brought little comfort to his
mother. While she was in New Zealand, he was in Chicago in
the printing business, and quite involved in debt, which was not
unusual for him. In one letter he stated, “I am not at all religiously
inclined.” There had been times when, with a heart dedicated to
God, he had served in the Lord’s work—Sabbath school, hymn book
preparation, publishing, et cetera. Now his letter, with these words,
nearly crushed her. Her response opened:

Dear Son Edson,

Why should you express yourself as you have done?
Why use such firm language? Why do you have any
[95] satisfaction in this selfish independence? If you were a
man unacquainted with truth, I could address you in a
different way, approach you by presenting the truth in
all its beauty and attractive loveliness, but this would
not move you. The answer would be, “I knew all that
before. I am not as ignorant as you suppose.”

She wrote to him of the “qualities of character” that he might
have displayed and of how different it would have been if he had
“surrendered to God and brought Christ and His instructions into”
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his business. Then she laid her pen down until the next day. When
she picked it up again to continue the message, she wrote:
June 21:

I awoke quarter past one o’clock full of terror. I had
a scene presented before me. You and four other young
men were upon the beach. You all seemed too careless—
unconcerned, yet in great danger. Many had collected on
the beach to observe your movements, and this seemed
to make you more determined and venturesome.

The waves were rolling up nearer and still nearer
and then would roll back with a sullen roar. Gestures
and warnings were given by the anxious ones looking
on, but in answer to all their warnings you were more
presumptuous.

Someone placed his hand on my shoulder. “Did
you know that is your son Edson? He cannot hear your
voice, but he can see your motions. Tell him to come at
once. He will not disobey his mother.”

I reached out my hands. I did all I could do to
warn. I cried with all the power of voice, “You have
not a moment to lose! The undertow! The undertow!” I
knew that once you were in the power of the treacherous
undertow no human power could avail.

A strong rope was brought and fastened securely
around the body of a strong young man who ventured to
risk his own life to save you. You seemed to be making
light of the whole performance. I saw the merciless
undertow embrace you, and you were battling with the
waves. I awoke as I heard a fearful shriek from you. I
prayed most earnestly in your behalf and arose and am
writing these lines.

The undertow! I have had opportunity to watch the [96]
movements of the waves as I have often visited Island

Bay, four miles from Wellington. In Napier, I had a

chance to see its more powerful movements.
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Continuing the letter, she told of having a few weeks before read
the experience of four young men, “experts in the water” who were
caught in the undertow. “Only one was saved,” she wrote, “and not
by his own energies.”

As she continued her letter, which filled ten double-spaced type-
written pages, she contemplated, “The undertow—what does it rep-
resent? It represents the power of Satan and a set, independent,
stubborn will of your own which has reached even against God. You
have not preserved a surrender to God.”

Then in graphic terms she pictured changes that had come over
a period of a few years:

You are no more a child. I would that you were.
I would cradle you in my arms, watch over you as [
have done. But you are a man grown. You have taken
the molding of your character out of the hands of your
mother, out of the hands of God, and are placing defec-
tive, rotten timbers in the building. Evil influences are
accepted; the good and saving influences refused.

You would almost fail to recognize yourself should
your present picture of character be presented by the
side of the former one when you tried to walk in the
fear of God. And you ... coolly state you will not
change your course—that is, as I understand it, come
into submission to God—until your debts are paid and
you have a reliable competency.

Your religious history need not have been vacillat-
ing, but firm and true; but you would be independent and
take your own course. You have been strong one hour,
vacillating the next. [ am now determined to press upon
your notice and make you hear: “This is the undertow.”

“Several times has the Lord heard and answered prayer in your
behalf and raised you up when your case was apparently hopeless,”
she wrote, referring to some of his childhood experiences. “And
now I see that invisible foe, lurking, alluring and deceiving your
soul to your ruin. I know your only hope is to cling to God and to
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your mother and brother.” The tearful mother closed her letter with
the words:

I cannot save you; God alone can save you. But
work, while Jesus invites you, in harmony with God.
Mother.—Letter 123, 1893.

The letter, written in such anguish, was attended by the winning
and softening influence of the Spirit of God; Edson, yielding his
hard heart, experienced a reconversion. His immediate response and
his experience of the next two or three weeks is not recorded in the
files, but on August 10, 1893, he wrote to his mother:

I have surrendered fully and completely, and never
enjoyed life before as I am [enjoying it] now. I have for
years been under a strain, with so much to accomplish,
and it has stood right in my way. Now, I have left it
all with my Saviour, and the burden does not bear me
down any longer. I have no desire for the amusements
and pleasures that made up the sum of my enjoyments
before, but have an enjoyment in the meetings with the
people of God such as I never had before.

As to his future, he declared he wanted to connect with the work
of the church in some way. Later in the month he wrote his mother:
“I have been thinking of going down into Tennessee to work among
the colored people.... I shall go into the work somewhere in the
spring.... I still hope and trust in God, and am sure He will care for
me. [ have proved my own way and it is a poor way. I now want
God’s way, and I know it will be a good way.”

His mother’s call and beckoning, heard and seen above the roar
of the tumbling ocean waves, had been heeded. The answer—which
could not come then to Ellen White in the vivid representation in the
hours of the night, for only Edson could determine the response—
came shortly in joyous reality. Through the next decade Ellen White
thrilled to Edson’s vivid reports of God’s blessings as he pioneered
the work among the blacks in the great Southland of the United
States.
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Dental Problems

Ellen White’s teeth were causing her a good deal of trouble.
Some were abscessing, and she concluded it was time to get rid
of them. She had only eight left, and she wrote to Dr. Caro, the
dentist in whose home she had stayed in Napier, inquiring whether
she could not come down to Wellington and have them pulled out.
They settled on the date, Wednesday, July 5.

That Wednesday morning after breakfast she wrote to her son
William, “Sister Caro is here; leaves at half past one o’clock. You
know what will take place. I am not afraid. My teeth are troubling
me a little too much for comfort.”—ILetter 132, 1893.

At the end of the day she told the story in her diary:

Sister Caro came in the night; is in the house. I
met her in the morning at the breakfast table. She said,
“Are you sorry to see me?”’ I answered, “I am pleased
to meet Sister Caro, certainly. Not so certain whether I
am pleased to meet Mrs. Dr. Caro, dentist.”

At ten o’clock I was in the chair, and in a short time
eight teeth were drawn. I was glad the job was over.
I did not wince or groan.... I had asked the Lord to
strengthen me and give me grace to endure the painful
process, and I know the Lord heard my prayer.

After the teeth were extracted, Sister Caro shook
like an aspen leaf. Her hands were shaking, and she was
suffering pain of body. She had felt sick, she said, on
the cars during her ten hours’ ride. She dreaded to give
pain to Sister White.... But she knew she must perform
the operation, and went through with it.—Manuscript
81, 1893.

Ellen White took nothing to deaden the pain, for she suffered
adverse aftereffects of such medication.

Then the patient turned attendant. She led Dr. Caro to a com-
fortable chair, and found something to refresh her. As Ellen White
looked ahead, she could see that she would have to give up public
work for a while, perhaps for two months, when Dr. Caro would fit
her for a new set of teeth. She pushed ahead with her writing.
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Chapter 10—(1893) Evangelism—The Struggle for [99]
a Foothold

Of Wellington, and of New Zealand in general, Ellen White
cried out almost in despair: “God has a people in this place, and how
can we reach them?”—Letter 9a, 1893. Writing to the churches in
America, she said:

The city abounds in churches; and I have never
seen a place where prejudice was stronger or opposition
so perseveringly and determinedly carried on. I was
reminded of the prejudice of the priests and Pharisees
in the days of Christ.

At Wellington a branch of the International Tract
and Missionary Society had been established, but there
was no house of worship. We were dependent upon
halls, and the people did not attend meetings in these
halls.... We tried to hold meetings in Elder Israel’s
house. We did everything possible to get the people out.
We circulated notices, leaflets, tracts. Workers went
from house to house, sowing the seed upon ground that
had hitherto proved unfruitful.

To the utmost of our ability we labored to create an
interest in this place, and at no small outlay of means;
and yet the prejudice seemed like a granite wall. A few
times we had a moderately large congregation, but the
people seemed afraid of us. We worked on, however,
trying to do our part as faithful messengers, for we had a
message to bear of the utmost importance. Though our
efforts showed no manifest results, I remembered that of
Christ it was said, “He shall not fail nor be discouraged.”
We need the mind of Christ to enable us to work in His
lines.—DF 28a, “Experiences in Australia,” pp. 424,
425.
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She explained how the ministers had told their congregations that
there was danger in going to hear the Adventists. ““These people,’
they said, ‘have no special interest in Wellington. Few will believe
in their doctrines. They have no one to represent them here. If they
make you believe in their doctrines, where will you go to worship?
They have no place of worship. They are only adventurers.””—
Ibid., 425, 426. They characterized the teachings of Seventh-day

Adventists as “satanic doctrines” that would mislead the people.

A Few Days at Long Point

On July 26, Ellen White felt that she needed a break in her
work. “Our stay here is too monotonous,” she exclaimed. “One
cannot keep upon one strain continuously without breaking down.
It has been one steady strain early and late, but there must come a
halt.”—Manuscript 81, 1893.

At half past six in the morning Ellen White was writing, and
the rain was coming down in torrents. The wind, which had been
blowing all night, was shaking the house, and even shook the bed. As
the clouds broke away in midmorning, she thought of the invitation
she had just received from Martha Brown, who, when Ellen White
had first come to Wellington, had helped with the cooking. Martha
Brown was inviting her to bring Emily Campbell, who was badly
worn, and come to Long Point for a few days’ rest and change.
“We cannot well leave this week, but we will be off next week, if
the Lord wills,” Mrs. White noted, and repeated, “We need some
change.”—Ibid.

It was not the next week but the next day that they were off
for the little change. M. C. Israel accompanied them on the train
to Paremata and Long Point, an hour and a half from Wellington.
Describing the trip, she wrote:

We passed through eight tunnels. The scenery was
odd and romantic. Much of the road on this line is
through a gorge, very deep in many places. Then we
would see nice little farms in the valleys, and then again
steep mountains and waterfalls.—Manuscript 59, 1893.
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At the station Martha Brown, a young woman in her late 20s,
was awaiting them with a horse and gig to take them the mile to the
Brown home. Situated on a rise of ground with a good view of the
bay, and surrounded by flowers, shrubs, and trees and encircled by
hills and high mountains, the large house was most inviting. Ellen
White and those with her were given a hearty welcome and felt quite
at home. Martha’s mother, a congenial woman, had been a widow
for eight years and was the mother of thirteen living children. She
had had a rather hard life, and of course a busy one. In addition
to the children at home, three unmarried children lived on a farm
rented to them by their mother at quite a distance from Long Point.

Martha was the first member of the Brown family to become a
Seventh-day Adventist, followed by her mother. At this point they
stood alone in that faith. Ellen White found herself in the midst of a
needy mission field. She determined to let her light shine. “I labored
with the family,” she wrote, “every morning and night.”—Letter 138,
1893.

“Monday morning [August 7], at 1:00 A.M.,” she recorded in
her diary, “I was awakened repeating these words, ‘While it is called
Today ... Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as
in the provocation.” Hebrews 3:13-15.”

In the night season I had been in different companies
bearing a message to them. I was in the family of
Sister Brown, and was instructed by the angel of God to
call them to a decision by speaking to each one of the
children by name.

Isabella was 22 years old and had a strong influence with the
younger members of the family. She was very worldly, with a love
for parties and dancing. At family worship that Monday morning
Ellen White addressed her:

“Will you give your heart to Jesus? Will you cut the
cords binding you to the world, its pleasures and attrac-

tions, and leave the service of Satan and be a follower
of Christ?”

She said, “T will.”
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Next was Alex, the only boy at home, and who was
obliged to bear heavy responsibilities for a boy of 16.
He was of quick understanding. I addressed myself to
Alex. I said, “Will you decide this morning to confess
Jesus Christ? ... Will you this very morning choose to
be a child of God and engage to serve the Lord Jesus to
the best of your ability?”

He responded, “T will.”
Victoria was quite grown up for a girl of 14 years. Turning to
her, Ellen White addressed her by name:

“Jesus says to you this morning, ‘Victoria, follow
Me.” Will you obey His voice? Will you enter the school
of Christ to learn of Him?”

She responded decidedly, “T will.”
Then it was Charlotte to whom Ellen White spoke:

“I am sure you wish to be a child of God. You wish
to learn of Jesus. You love the Lord Jesus. Will you
confess that you love Him?”

She responded.

“And now my heart was broken before the Lord, melted with
His love,” wrote Ellen White, “and we had a thanksgiving morning
service. It was a precious season to us all.”—Manuscript 59, 1893.

But that was not the full extent of the fruitful missionary endeav-
ors. On Thursday night, August 3, a vivid scene had been presented
to her, and at four o’clock in the morning she arose and began to
write:

The angel of God said, “Follow me.” I seemed to
be in a room in a rude building, and there were several
young men playing cards. They seemed to be very intent
upon the amusement in which they were engaged and
were so engrossed that they did not seem to notice that
anyone had entered the room. There were young girls
present observing the players, and words were spoken
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not of the most refined order. There was a spirit and
influence that were sensibly felt in that room that was
not of a character calculated to purify and uplift the
mind and ennoble the character....

I inquired, “Who are these and what does this scene
represent?”

The word was spoken, “Wait.”

I had another representation. There was the im-
bibing of the liquid poison, and the words and actions [103]
under its influence were anything but favorable for se-
rious thoughts, clear perception in business lines, pure
morals, and the uplifting of the participants....

I asked again, “Who are these?”

The answer came, “A portion of the family where
you are visiting. The great adversary of souls, the great
enemy of God and man, the head of principalities and
powers, and the ruler of darkness of this world, is pre-
siding here tonight. Satan and his angels are leading
on with his temptations these poor souls to their own
ruin.”—JLetter 1, 1893.

The communication addressed to the mother and the children
and sent to them after Ellen White returned home was blessed by
God in leading these young men to the Lord. Among the eventual
grandchildren were two who served the church as ministers and
editors, and others as teachers and in other capacities.

The visit to the home was to be for a week, but when Thursday
came it rained so hard that they could not leave. Friday morning
they went in the rain to the railway station and waited an hour for
the train, only to learn that a landslide had occurred and there would
be no train. Of the experience Ellen White wrote:

We decided our work was not done and felt recon-
ciled to the delay. We spent Sabbath with the family,
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and I labored hard to present before them the impor-
tant crisis that is just before us, when there will be
two distinct parties—the one elevating the standard of
truth, the other trampling under foot the law of God
and lifting up and exalting the spurious Sabbath.... It
1s God’s great plan that the Sunday question shall be
agitated and the Sabbath of the fourth commandment
be exalted as the Lord’s memorial sign of the creation
of the world, and that a knowledge of truth upon the
Sabbath question shall be brought before many minds
as a witness.—Manuscript 59, 1893.

The service in the Brown home that Sabbath morning com-
menced at 11:00 A.M., and did not close until 2:00 P.M. Monday,
August 7, promised to be a good day, and Ellen White and Emily
decided that they must return to Wellington. They felt they could
reach the station between showers, and started out.

“We did,” wrote Ellen White, “almost.” Bedding and trunks got
wet, but the train was on time. The second-class car was full, and
men were lighting their pipes. The three ladies (Martha Brown was
with them), felt they must find some other provision. They were
allowed to ride in the freight car, a more compact car than those in
America. With her spring seat on a freight box and the bedding roll
at her feet, Ellen White was quite comfortable. There was a box of
dogs nearby, some rather smelly fish, and plenty of boxes of freight.
At subsequent stops, they were joined by other passengers, until
there were seven women sitting on boxes of freight, and about as
many men were standing. “We were thankful to get home anyway,”
she wrote, “after making this third trial.”—Ibid.

At Hastings and Napier

Doors seemed closed in Wellington. Ellen White was still wait-
ing for her much-needed dental plates, but was feeling quite well and
had found she could talk so as to be understood, even without teeth.
She, M. C. Israel, and Mr. Mountain studied plans for the immediate
future. They thought it would be well to join G.T. Wilson, now the
conference president, and his wife, who were working in Napier and
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Hastings. There, several people were just in the balance of decision,
for or against the message of the church.

Tuesday morning, August 15, they were off early for Hastings,
a ten-hour trip by train—Ellen White, Emily Campbell, and Nina
Piper, whom they took with them to assist in the home duties. They
were to be in Hastings for several weeks, and they wanted to avoid
being a burden wherever they might stay.

On the train were many Maoris, natives of New Zealand, a
people among whom Mrs. Caro was beginning to do missionary
work with some favorable response. At one station Ellen White
and her traveling companions had a unique experience: “We saw
for the first time the ceremony of salutation—the rubbing of noses.”
She commented, “It was a novel sight.”—Manuscript 84, 1893. At
Hastings they were taken to the Wilson home, where they were to
stay. It was a large home, and the visitors were easily accommodated.

Wednesday evening twenty-five people gathered in the home.
Ellen White spoke with great freedom. Three in the audience were
not members of the church. One of them was a woman who, by
reading Daniel and the Revelation and The Great Controversy sent to
her by her son in Wellington, was deeply interested. Following Ellen
White’s remarks, there was a social meeting in which the people
bore their testimony to God’s providences. “These social meetings,”
she commented, “do more than preaching to ripen off the work.”

It was here that Ellen White wrote in her diary:

Wednesday, August 16, 1893:

I see so much to be thankful for in my case. The
Lord is my Restorer. I am able to kneel down now.

I feared I might not ever be able to bow upon my
knees in prayer. For more than one year I was unable
to bend the knees to kneel down, but I am gaining all
the time in health, for which I praise the Lord who is so
good to me. His mercies are seen every day.—Ibid.

W. C. White, after three months in Australia, was now back in
New Zealand, and joined others in a special interest in the Maoris,
who rather thickly populated this area. One 16-year-old Maori
lad, who attended a nearby school and who had begun to keep the
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Sabbath, came to talk with the workers in Napier about attending
the Australasian Bible School in Melbourne. Some others would
soon be going to Battle Creek College. Mrs. Caro gave freely to aid
them, and Ellen White promised support for one Maori student at
the Melbourne school. For nearly two months she divided her time
between Hastings, Napier, and Ormondville.

Here and there baptisms were reported, and things were begin-
ning to look up. It was thought, as the brethren counseled together,
that the time had come when Mrs. White could return to Australia,
by way of Auckland. But just then a telegram came informing them
that the missionary brigantine Pitcairn [A hundred-foot sailing ves-
sel built in 1890 for use as a missionary ship in the south pacific,
paid for by sabbath school offerings.] would be in Auckland in a
few days. There was trouble on board, and it seemed essential that
W. C. White should spend a little time with the crew. Another
telegram informed them that O. A. Olsen, president of the General
Conference, would be arriving from Africa in time to attend the
camp meeting that was scheduled to open in Wellington November
23 (DF 28a, “Experiences in Australia,” pp. 499, 500). Plans for
an early return to Australia were dropped, and their minds turned to
preparing for the meeting.

A New Approach in Gisborne

There would be several weeks before camp meeting would open,
and it was now planned that Ellen White and Emily Campbell would
accompany G. T. Wilson and his wife to Gisborne for an evan-
gelistic thrust. For years a little company had been worshiping in
Gisborne, but the work very much needed a boost. Prejudice against
Seventh-day Adventists was strong there. The question was “How
to approach the people?”

So far, except in a few places, almost every conventional means
of reaching the people in New Zealand in a favorable way had failed.
As the little worker group counseled together, they decided to try
a new approach to arrest the attention of the public. Ellen White
described what took place in letters to her son W. C. White, and to
her niece Addie Walling:
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We thought we would strike out on a new line. We
would have Sunday-afternoon services in an open-air
meeting. We did not know how it would come out....
Brother Wilson and Brother Alfred Wade secured the
paddock just back of the post office. There was one
large willow tree. Under this a platform was made and
the organ and stand placed on the platform. Lumber
for seats was right in the yard, costing nothing for their
use.—Letter 140, 1893.

There were seats without backs in abundance, and a
dozen taken from the church with backs.... The weather
was favorable, and we had an excellent congregation.
The mayor and some of the first people in Gisborne
were in attendance.

I spoke upon temperance, and this is a living ques-
tion here at this time. Hundreds were out to hear, and
there was perfect order.... Mothers and any number of
children were present. You would have supposed that
the children had had an opiate, for there was not a whim-
per from them. My voice reached all over the enclosure
(paddock is the name they give it here).

Some of the hearers were very enthusiastic over the
matter. The mayor, the policeman, and several others
said it was by far the best gospel temperance discourse
that they had ever heard. We pronounced it a success
and decided that we would have a similar meeting the
next Sunday afternoon.—Letter 68, 1893.

They did hold just such a meeting the next Sunday afternoon. It,
too, was a decided success. Ellen White commented: “One thing
we have learned, and that is that we can gather the people in the
open air, and there are no sleepy ones. Our meetings were conducted
just as orderly as if in a meetinghouse.”—Ibid. A church member
declared, “It is altogether the best advertisement of our people they
have ever had in Gisborne.”—Letter 140, 1893.

Prejudice was broken down, and from that time on, the meetings
in the church and the Theater Royal were well attended. At last they
had witnessed a breakthrough.
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It was while in Gisborne that Ellen White received a letter from
Edson telling of his reconversion after reading her agonizing admo-
nition to beware of the undertow.

Immediately she acknowledged the good news:

October 21: Edson, the Lord Jesus is of tender,
pitying loving-kindness. This day we received your
letter and were very glad that you had indeed made the
surrender to God. I am glad more than I can express
that you have, in the simplicity of faith, accepted Jesus,
and I am not surprised that you found something to do
at once....

Never fail or be discouraged. It is that which you
ought to have done long ago, and your mother will give
you encouragement and her prayers and so will your
brother. Years that have passed into eternity are beyond
your power to recall, but through the grace of Christ you
may labor in the vineyard for the Master.—Letter 120,
1893.

Countdown to Camp Meeting

As the fall camp meeting in Napier had come to a close in early
April, the believers had been promised that the next such meeting
would be conducted at Auckland in the spring. But now as the time
neared it seemed very important to hold it in Wellington instead, to
make, if possible, a breakthrough in that most difficult place. W. C.
White was dispatched to Auckland to explain matters to the believers
there and get their wholehearted support for the Wellington meeting.

Just before leaving Gisborne, Ellen White addressed a letter
to “Dear Brethren and Sisters in New Zealand,” urging a strong
attendance. It opened:

I have an appeal to make to our churches to attend
the coming camp meeting in Wellington. You cannot
afford to lose this opportunity. We know that this meet-
ing will be an important era in the history of the work in
New Zealand. There should be particular efforts made
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to get a representation of those who believe the truth
to this meeting, for the very reason we are so few in
numbers, and the additional help of everyone is called
for. The enemies of truth are many in number. On such
an occasion as this we want to present as good a front
as possible. Let not your business detain you. You indi-
vidually need the benefits of this meeting; and then God
calls you to number one in the ranks of truth.—Letter
81, 1893.

In the meantime she journeyed to Napier; W. C. White, who
would travel on the Pifcairn, left Gisborne for Wellington. When a
full week later no word had reached Wellington of the arrival of the
Pitcairn, Ellen White, at the Caro home, was concerned. Then the
long-awaited telegram came:

Pitcairn arrived in Wellington Sabbath afternoon,
November 11. Encountered calm and tempests. All
well.—Manuscript 87, 1893.

Ellen White was fitted with new teeth, and then traveled to Or-
mondyville for the weekend and the dedication of the newly erected
house of worship.

On Monday November 20, they were on their way to Wellington,
arriving there at ten o’clock at night. W. C. White was on hand to
meet the train. They hastened to hired rooms.

The Wellington Camp Meeting

New tents, both large and small, had been shipped from Australia
and were now being pitched on high and dry ground in a beautiful
fenced paddock within walking distance of the city of Wellington. It
was with somewhat bated breaths that church members and others
watched the process. Wellington was well known for its fierce winds.
Not long before this, a circus tent had been torn to shreds by the
high wind. Church leaders knew well the risks. “Our earnest prayer,”
wrote Ellen White, “is that this encampment may have the favor of
God. The winds and fountains of waters are in His hands, under His
control.”—Manuscript 88, 1893.
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God did hold His sheltering hand over the encampment. An
early report to the Bible Echo indicated this:

Every provision is made, and every care taken, to
carry out the arrangements with facility and decorum.
The tents are arranged in streets. The large tent has seat-

ing accommodation for about six hundred.—January 1,
1894.

O. A. Olsen arrived during the opening days of the meeting, and
he became the main, and much appreciated, speaker. Pitcairn was
in port, and her officers and crew were a help to the meeting. Dr.
M. G. Kellogg, the medical missionary of the ship, was drawn into
service and spoke from day to day on health topics and Christian
temperance, which were reported to be one of the most telling and
interesting features of the meetings (Ibid.).

From the very beginning Ellen White was often on the platform
and almost every day addressed the congregation. Sabbath afternoon
she spoke and again on the afternoon of Sunday, her sixty-sixth
birthday. She felt great freedom as she took pleasure in “showing
our colors on which were inscribed the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.” Reporting the response, she wrote:

I told them that we were Seventh-day Adventists,
and the reason of the name which distinguished us from
other denominations. All listened with deepest inter-
est.—Letter 75, 1893.

Sunday evening the tent was full when G. T. Wilson was the
speaker. Ellen White’s disclosure of the identity of the people hold-
ing the meetings did not deter a good attendance. In a letter to Edson
she told of their concern for the success of the meeting:

We had much fear lest we would have a very slim
attendance, but we were happily disappointed. From
the first to the last there was a good appearance of con-
gregation of the best class of our own people who fed
on the bread of life during the meeting. Evenings there
were good-sized congregations of outsiders....
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We have had good, large, respectful audiences, and
a very large number of people now understand what we
do believe. The discourses have been close, plain, and
thorough upon present truth, appropriate and applicable
to our time. The people listened as if spellbound.... The
citizens were impressed with this meeting as nothing
else could have transpired to impress them. When the
winds blew strong, there would be many looking with
wonder to see every tent standing unharmed.—Letter
121, 1893.

What a victory had at last been gained. Walls of prejudice were
crumbling.

As the camp meeting opened, Ellen White observed that Mrs.
Brown, of Long Point, only twenty miles distant, was not there. She
hastened off a note to her:

Dear Sister Brown and Household,

We sincerely hope that you will not lose this oppor-
tunity of attending the meeting brought so near your own
door. Come, Mother and children and Sister Lounge.
We want to enjoy this holy convocation with you, and
bring all the children you can spare from the home
place, for this meeting is that which you all need to
strengthen and confirm your faith, and you want to hear
the message which God has for you....

Be sure and bring the younger members of the fam-
ily. You will never regret the expense or the trouble. It
is seldom you will be favored, and perhaps never with
such an opportunity.... You can and must come, Sister
Brown. You need all the help and all the strength you
can possibly gain to help you in your lifework.—Letter
74, 1893.

And she did come, with part of the family attending the earlier
days of the camp meeting and the others coming later. How Ellen
White rejoiced! She reported to Edson:
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The mother and three youngest members of the fam-
ily came—Alex, 16 years old, and the two girls, one 14
and the youngest 9.... These children remained with the
mother, were baptized, and returned to their home and
sent the older members—four grown daughters from
17 years of age to 30. These were all united with the
Wellington church after their baptism. They have a
church now at Long Point, Paremata, numbering nine
of their own household.—Letter 121, 1893.

During the meeting, Ellen White wrote a letter:

The camp meeting is a success. It is a marvel of
wonders to Wellington. Meetings have been held for
one week. This camp meeting will give character to
our work and do more to counteract the falsehoods that
ministers have framed for others to repeat....

The Lord is in the encampment. The Spirit of God
i1s moving upon the hearts of believers and unbelievers.
Visitors are pouring in to wonder over and admire the
well-fitted-up tents which are to be the homes of those
camping on the ground.—Letter 75, 1893.

Others agreed with Ellen White in the success of the meeting
and of its far-reaching influence. This was reported in the January 8,
1894, Bible Echo:

Indeed, the whole meeting was a spiritual feast. The
people return to their homes rejoicing in the liberty they
enjoy in Christ Jesus, and praising God for His goodness
and mercy.... Twenty-four persons were baptized as a
result of the services.

Dr. Kellogg and G. T. Wilson remained in Wellington for a time
to follow up the camp meeting interest. In the meantime the tents
were quickly dismantled and shipped to Australia for use in their
first camp meeting, scheduled to open in a suburb of Melbourne on
January 5.
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Return to Australia

Within a week of the close of the camp meeting, Ellen White
had closed up her work and was one of quite a large group, which
included W. C. White and O. A. Olsen, on their way back to
Australia. [Ellen White’s visit to New Zealand was confined to the
north island. She never labored in christchurch or other cities on the
South Island.]

They boarded the Wairarapa at Wellington on Wednesday, De-
cember 13, for the seven-day ocean journey. Friday morning they
were at Auckland for a stay of a day and a half, which gave the trav-
eling party opportunity to attend services in the Adventist church
there on Friday evening and Sabbath morning. The trip was a rough
one, with waves at times swamping the deck; none of the travelers
fared well. Ellen White was given the privilege of sleeping in the
ladies’ lounge each night when it was vacated at ten.

The stewardess, Mrs. MacDonald, was very kind to Mrs. White,
and the latter gave her Steps to Christ and some pamphlets and
papers. As Ellen White had opportunity, she talked with her about
her soul’s salvation and pointed out the perils of any whose life was
on the sea. Mrs. MacDonald’s response was “If I could, I would
be a Christian, but I cannot. It would be an impossibility to serve
God on such a vessel as this.”—Manuscript 88, 1893. Then she
opened up and told of the wickedness of the officers and the crew,
and of how she wanted to seek other employment to support herself
and four children, but had not done so because the job paid better
than others and she needed all she could earn. There was an earnest
conversation about the Christian life and prayer, but she held out
that “it is no use to pray here, or try to be religious.”

Later, one of the crew told Emily Campbell:

“I have been much impressed that this boat will
go down with all hands on board ere long. I have felt
so strongly exercised that I shall not, if I can possibly
disconnect from it, continue to remain on the boat.”—
Ibid.
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A few weeks later the ship was lost in a storm, and the crew
member who had predicted its fate was one of only two rescued.
The stewardess-nurse was listed among those who did not survive.

Arriving in Sydney Wednesday morning at about nine o’clock,
the traveling workers were taken to the International Tract and Mis-
sion House. All were hungry for both food and mail. Mail interested
Ellen White the most. There was a letter from Edson, and she wrote
in her diary for December 20, “It is like the prodigal son returned
to his father’s house. Edson and wife are obtaining a rich experi-
ence.”—Manuscript 89, 1893.
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Chapter 11—(1894) The Evangelistic Thrust in
Australia

With the Wellington camp meeting fresh in their minds, the
workers looked forward optimistically to plans for the first camp
meeting in Australia. They entertained hopes that there would be
a response similar to that witnessed in New Zealand. The meeting
was scheduled to open in Melbourne on Friday, January 5, 1894,
and there was just time to get the tents pitched for this innovation in
gospel preaching.

But this was not the only matter on the minds of the workers as
they arrived in Sydney. A. G. Daniells, president of the Australian
Conference, met their ship Wednesday morning, December 20. He
had done some preliminary work in searching for a rural site for
the school. For a week after the worker group from New Zealand
arrived, they also were busily engaged in searching for a school site.
That Thursday, according to Ellen White’s diary, they were off by
train to visit the Fountaindale Estate, fifty miles in the country. After
weekend meetings in Sydney, Kellyville, and Parramatta, in which
O. A. Olsen and Ellen White participated, they were off again on
Monday morning to visit another tract of land. Again on Tuesday,
before taking the night train for Melbourne, they visited other sites.
It would be desirable, of course, to have something to report at the
coming conference session, which would be held in connection with
the camp meeting.

Preparation for the Camp Meeting

For weeks in Melbourne there was feverish preparation for the
convocation. At the Bible Echo office, not only printing presses
were in operation, but sewing machines also. Family tents were
being made in three sizes for the camp meeting. Prices and styles
of what might be purchased in the city did not fit the plans of the
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camp meeting committee, so good material was secured, and by
early November, thirty-five were ready for sale or for rent.

The committee on location found a ten-acre tract of land, grass-
covered and partly shaded by eucalyptus trees (blue gum), in the
suburb of Middle Brighton, nine miles from the Melbourne post
office. It was south of the city, near the bay, and was served by an
excellent railway line that had trains running every thirty minutes
from morning till late at night.

The weekly issues of the Bible Echo reminded readers, both
Seventh-day Adventists and others, of the coming meeting and the
excellence of the location—*‘one of the nicest and most accessible
places we have been able to find” (The Bible Echo, November 8,
1893)—and the plans for tenting on the grounds.

The Bible Echo for December 8 carried an Ellen White appeal for
an outstanding attendance, as she pointed out the objectives of the
meeting. It was to be a time of spiritual refreshing for the church and
also an effective means of reaching the city with the third angel’s
message. “Come to the Feast” was the title of the three-column
invitation, which opened with the words:

Dear Brethren and Sisters in Australia,

The first Australian camp meeting among us as a
people is about to take place. This meeting will mark a
new era in the history of the work of God in this field; it
is important that every member of our churches should
be present, and I urge you all to come. The enemies
of truth are many, and though our numbers are few, we
would present as good a front as possible. Individually
you need the benefits of the meeting, and God calls upon
you to number one of the ranks of truth.

Combining the two strong reasons for everyone to come, she
wrote:

God has committed to our hands a most sacred work,
and we need to meet together to receive instruction as
to what is personal religion and family piety; we need
to understand what part we shall individually be called
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upon to act in the grand and important work of building
up the cause and work of God in the earth, in vindicating
God’s holy law, and in lifting up the Saviour as “the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

Notice was also given of some of the best help the denomination
could supply in making the meetings a success. The president of the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists would be present.
Ellen White and W. C. White would be there; and Dr. M. G.
Kellogg, ship physician for the Pitcairn, would be giving instruction
along health lines. One notice especially delighted the believers of a
few years:

Our readers will be pleased to hear that Elder J. O.
Corliss, who spent some time in Australia five or six
years since, is now on his way back, accompanied by
Elder W. A. Colcord. They expect to be with us at our
camp meeting.—The Review and Herald, December 1,
1893.

It was announced also that there would be a dining tent on the
campgrounds, “furnished with tables, dishes, chairs, et cetera, and
with proper waiters to serve the meals.” (Ibid., November 22, 1893).

A week-long workers’ meeting would immediately precede the
camp meeting, so the pitching of tents began on Tuesday, December
26. Initial plans called for fifty family tents, but these were taken so
early that orders were given for twenty-five more.

Attendance was so large at the workers’ meeting that Ellen White
exclaimed in her letter to Edson and Emma White: “We are now
on the ground, where to all appearances there is a veritable camp
meeting.”—Letter 86, 1894. And when on Tuesday, January 2, the
large pavilion was pitched and she was asked to speak in it in the
evening, she wrote that she “was surprised that so large a number of
believers were on the ground.”

Camp Meeting Opens with Large Attendance

The camp meeting opened on Friday, January 5, as scheduled.
Through buying and renting, the number of family tents had more
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than doubled during the week of the workers’ meeting. Even though
they were in stringent economic times, every possible effort had
been made to “make all things in the camp meeting after the divine
order” (The Review and Herald, September 25, 1894), so as to leave
the right impression upon the people.

The Sabbath meetings were a feast for the believers, and by
then the grounds were being filled with people from the community
whose interest had been aroused by the tent city and the distribution
of reading matter.

As Ellen White wrote to her son and his wife in America, and
also to Dr. Caro, the dentist in New Zealand, she was filled with
ecstasy:

The community is stirred in Brighton—a beautiful
town. Places thickly settled stand all about and sur-
rounding the city of Melbourne. People of the finest
and noblest of society are coming from all places. The
tent is filled in the afternoons and evenings, so there
is scarcely room for them to find a seat.—Letter 125,
1894.

We see nothing like the bitterness of opposition we
met in Wellington. A deep interest is developing every-
where. People come twenty and thirty miles, bringing
their lunch, and remaining from morning till night. They
say, “Never, never, did we hear the Bible made so plain
before. We are amazed at what we hear. Strange things
are brought to our ears.” In the afternoons and evenings
throughout the week our congregations number about
one thousand....

The congregations surprise us all. The interest is
wonderful. The first class of people are searching for
truth as for hidden treasures. All who come to the meet-
ings seem astonished beyond measure. They are pleased
with everything Elder Olsen presents before them, and
express themselves as well pleased with the words 1
spoke upon temperance Wednesday afternoon, also on
Sunday afternoon, and upon education Thursday after-
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noon, when the subject of our school was up.—Letter
100, 1894.

The visitors made good use of the dining tent. On Sunday,
January 14, 190 were served. The cost to the patrons was only six
pence, or twelve and a half cents. No meat was served, and the
diners really enjoyed their meals (Manuscript 3, 1894).

“This camp meeting is advertising us as nothing else could,”
Ellen White wrote in her letter to Mrs. Caro. “The people say it
1s a wonder of wonders, this city of clean, white tents. Oh, I am
so thankful that the Captain of the Lord’s host is upon the encamp-
ment.”—Letter 100, 1894.

By Friday, January 12, there were 108 family tents on the
grounds, with 445 persons occupying them. Several houses just
off the grounds were rented to accommodate families without tents.
In the camp were a number of people who had accepted the third
angel’s message from reading such books as The Great Controversy,
Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, and the missionary jour-
nal Bible Echo, and were for the first time mingling with fellow
Sabbathkeepers. Wrote Ellen White in the midst of the meeting:

You can hardly imagine the delight of these persons
as they feast upon the rich banquet that heaven has
prepared for them, and their hungry souls are filled.
A holy joy pervades the encampment.... Many voices
are heard expressing the gratitude of joyful hearts as
men and women contemplate the precious truth of the
third angel’s message, and come to realize the paternal
love of God.—Letter 86, 1894.

Ellen White took some time out on Sunday, January 14, to write
to A. T. Jones in Battle Creek. She reported:

The first Sabbath of the conference meeting [Jan-
uary 6] three commenced the observance of the Sabbath,
and yesterday five more took their position on the truth.
Two businessmen [A. W. Anderson [Note: Father of
the well-known evangelist and teacher R. A. Ander-
son, and his brothers, ormond and Dr. Clifford.] and his
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brother Richard] with their wives and relatives, num-
bering eight, begged for tents in order that they might
remain on the ground and attend early-morning and
evening meetings. One of the men will return every day
with his horse and carriage to Melbourne, a distance
of eight or ten miles, and look after the business, re-
turning at night. These two brothers keep a large music
establishment and are convicted of the truth, and we
believe will yet take their position. Far and near the
sound has gone out concerning this city of tents, and the
most wonderful interest is awakened.

Other campers crowded together a bit to make two tents available
to the Andersons, who camped there for a few days. “Had we tents,”
continued Mrs. White to Jones, “many from the outside would camp
with us on the ground who never heard that there were such people
as Seventh-day Adventists until this time.” She added:

We have already extended the meeting one week,
and may have to extend it still longer. The Lord is
among us working to His own name’s glory.

Then she told about the weather, which had been delightful until
Sabbath, January 13, when a sandstorm overtook them.

Sentinels were placed at every post of the tent so
that there was no flopping of the tent or raising of the
poles, for they were held down. Three family tents and
two larger tents were blown down. The larger tents were
blown down because the center poles broke; but these
circumstances did not disturb us, since the Lord is at
work.

The Lord is encamped on the ground, and will take
care of His own work. The prince of darkness may
use his power to annoy and perplex us, but he cannot
overthrow us. We gave up our tent to those who were
without shelter, and came to the school building.—Let-
ter 37, 1894.
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Beneficial Contacts with Capt. and Mrs. Press

A Capt. Press and his wife, of Williamstown, attended some of
the meetings. Mrs. Press was the president of the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union and for several years had been a vegetarian. She
sought an interview with Mrs. White, and visited with her in her
tent. Mrs. Press requested Ellen White to address her group and
urged participation on the part of Seventh-day Adventists in the
work of the WCTU. The WCTU president called for someone to
give the union members lessons in hygienic cooking; when told
the Adventists had no one in Australia well enough qualified, her
response was, “Tell us what you do know.”—Letter 88a, 1894. Mrs.
Press also urged Ellen White to take an all-out stand to banish all
meat from her own table. As to this point Mrs. White wrote: “I have
had much representation before my mind in the night season on this
subject.”—Letter 76, 1895 (CDF, p. 488) but with her travels, with
a diversity of cooks of varied skills, and with the pleading of certain
of those who ate at her table, she had not taken a stand that would
have cleared the table entirely of meat. In this connection, while on
the Brighton campground, she wrote:

As a denomination we are in the fullest sense to-
tal abstainers from the use of spirituous liquors, wine,
beer, cider, and also tobacco and all narcotics, and are
earnest workers in the cause of temperance. All are
vegetarians, many abstaining wholly from the use of
flesh food, while others use it in only the most moderate
degree.—Letter 99, 1894.

A year later she could write, “Since the camp meeting at
Brighton, I have absolutely banished meat from my table. It is
an understanding that whether I am at home or abroad, nothing of
this kind is to be used in my family, or come upon my table.”—Letter
76, 1895 (CDF, p. 488).

It was with difficulty that Ellen White found words to speak
adequately of the camp meeting and its influence. In her report to
Jones she declared:
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This is the first camp meeting that Melbourne has
seen, and it 1s a marvel of wonder to the people. There
is a decided interest to hear the truth. This interest we
have never seen equaled among those not of our faith.
The camp meeting is doing more to bring our work
before the people than years of labor could have done.
... Yesterday the most noted physician in North Fitzroy
was here to listen. Some ministers have been here, and
a large number of businessmen.—Letter 37, 1894.

Writing to Edson White, she said, “Taking it in on all sides, this
1s the best camp meeting we have ever attended,” and added:

Many visitors come from long distances, and as it
used to be seen in 1843 and 1844, they bring their lunch
and remain through the day. A number of the citizens
of the place have declared that if they were not living
close by, they would hire tents and camp with us on the
grounds. They value the privilege of hearing the Word
of God so clearly explained, and they say the Bible
seems to be full of new and precious things, and will be
like a new book to them.—Letter 86, 1894.

The Business Session of the Australian Conference

There was conference business to attend to. Eight meetings
were held, beginning on Monday morning, January 8, and running
through the week. Resolutions were adopted expressing gratitude
to God for His blessing in “the progress of the message” and for
the excellent help sent to the Australian field, including the visit
of O.A. Olsen. Resolutions were also adopted pointing out that in
consideration of the times, there should be the faithful reading of
The Great Controversy and the Testimonies, especially the chapters
on ‘“The Coming Crisis” and “The Impending Conflict.” Issues in-
volving church and state loomed. Steps were taken to increase the
circulation and reading of the Bible Echo, now a weekly, and other
journals of the church.

The school location and future plans for its operation were re-
viewed, with Ellen White speaking on the subject, but as plans were
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beginning to take shape for the forming of an Australasian Union
Conference, all decisions relating to the school were assigned to that
potential organization. The nominating committee brought in the
name of A. G. Daniells to continue as president of the Australian
Conference, with the Echo Publishing Company, rather than an indi-
vidual, named to serve as treasurer. Other officers and committees
were appointed.—The Bible Echo, February 5, 1894.

A Union Conference Is Born

As was the case with all local conferences and missions through-
out the world, those in Australia were separate units under the direc-
tion of the General Conference, with headquarters in Battle Creek,
Michigan. Local conferences, when formed, were accepted into the
General Conference. The arrangement oftentimes proved awkward.

One problem was the time element. Mail to and from the States
took a month each way. Then there was the distance between local
conference or mission and the General Conference. Institutions were
developing to serve the peoples of the whole South Pacific, and they
needed careful supervision. All this led A. G. Daniells and W.
C. White to give study to a type of organization that would bind
together the local organizations in a given area into an administrative
unit, which in turn would be responsible to the General Conference.
In several trips they took together to New Zealand and back, they
had time to canvass the matter carefully and to outline a course that
might be followed.

But they were not alone in their concerns. O. A. Olsen, as
president of the General Conference and chairman of the Foreign
Mission Board, had clearly seen the problems. He was now in
Australia in close association with White and Daniells, and Mrs.
White as well. While the workers were assembled in Brighton for
some days together, there was opportunity for united study to the
forming of what was called a union conference. With the business of
the Australian Conference out of the way by the end of the second
week, the key workers turned their attention to the creation of a new
type of organization, which would stand between local conferences,
missions, and institutions, and the General Conference. In this way
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matters of local concern could be studied and acted upon by those
nearby.

On Monday morning, January 15, with W. C. White, who had
been appointed by the General Conference as the “superintendent of
the Australasian Field,” in the chair, some 250 persons came together
to consider the matter of forming a union conference. Olsen was
asked to preside at the meetings dealing with the matter. There were
nine in all, during the next ten days. Committees on organization,
nominations, and resolutions were appointed. Early in the work, the
committee on school location gave its report, which was printed in
the February 26, 1894, Bible Echo:

The committee on school location reported that dili-
gent inquiry had been made for suitable sites near Mel-
bourne and Sydney; that several places had been found
which they thought were worthy of consideration: and
they recommended that the executive committee of the
conference be authorized to take immediate steps to
raise funds, and to purchase land which in their judg-
ment 1s most suitable, and that their decision be made
as early as is consistent.

The committee on organization presented a consti-
tution that would foster the beginning of the new union
conference and called for steps to be taken to enable
it to hold church and school property. The nominating
committee recommended for officers:

President, W. C. White
Vice-President, A. G. Daniells
Secretary, L. J. Rousseau

Treasurer, Echo Publishing Company

The Work of the Union Outlined

The committee on resolutions during the ten days of the confer-
ence brought forward twenty-seven propositions relating to various
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phases of the union conference and its work. Among these was a
resolution recognizing the responsibility of the union conference
in the light of the gospel commission. Ten comprehensive resolu-
tions had to do with the school, its location and development. Six
related to the publishing work, the Bible Echo, and the production
and distribution of literature.

Others had to do with the sending of worthy young people se-
lected by the union conference to Battle Creek for training as medical
missionaries and missionary nurses, and the inviting of church mem-
bers to come to the colonies as self-supporting missionaries, with the
Foreign Mission Board of the General Conference giving counsel as
to qualifications, locations for labor, et cetera.

Several resolutions gave authority to the executive committee
for its various lines of activity in moderating between conferences,
arranging for travel, and the transaction of the business of the confer-
ence between sessions. Various committees were named to manage
and edit the Bible Echo, to take care of religious-liberty issues and
handle transportation, and to implement the decision reached that
the next session of the Australasian Union Conference would be
held sometime late in the year 1895.

It was a trailblazing meeting, setting up in essence what the
church as a whole would adopt when the appropriate time came.
Olsen was strongly in favor of what was accomplished and worked
closely with the brethren. The development of the union conference
organization would relieve the world headquarters of many adminis-
trative details. The union conference plan was well thought through
and devised with understanding and care. It opened the door for true

advancement throughout the Australasian field and in time the world
field.

The School—Its Character and Location

The resolutions relating to educational work in Australasia called
for securing a permanent site for the school and providing buildings
and facilities to expedite the work. Perhaps the most far-reaching
and controversial resolution was the one that read:
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Whereas, It 1s desirable that the Australasian Bible
School be located away from the large cities, and in a
place favorable to simplicity and economy, and where
agricultural and manufacturing industries may be devel-
oped for the benefit of students, and of families having
students in school, and

Whereas, A village settlement close to the school
would be a desirable place of residence for ministers
and canvassers, who must be separated from their fami-
lies much of the time, and for many persons of various
pursuits who wish to fit themselves or their children to
be laborers for Christ, therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend the purchase of a site
suitable for the purposes aforementioned.—Ibid.

Not all workers present could envision a school in a rural loca-
tion where “agricultural and manufacturing industries” would be
developed and carried on for the benefit of the students. Australia
was in the depths of a depression. Families were losing their homes
because they could not meet the most modest mortgage payments.
Thousands were out of work. How could the little band of workers
in Australasia go into the country, secure a large tract of land, erect
buildings, and start a school? On one occasion a prominent member
of the Melbourne church, after listening to the proposal to establish
an industrial school in a rural region, declared to W. C. White:

This plan of building such a school is not an Aus-
tralian plan at all: The demand for having such a school
is not an Australian demand. The idea of establishing
a school at this time, when our cause is so young and
weak, 1s not an Australian idea!—DF 170, “The Avon-
dale School,” WCW to FE. C. Gilbert, December 22,
1921.

Other resolutions gave strong support for the summer school
about to open in Melbourne, and provided for the continued opera-
tion of the Australasian Bible School for another full term.

Every evening during the session, evangelistic meetings contin-

[124] ued through the fourth weekend. The meetings held in the large tent
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were well attended to the last Sunday night, January 28.

Breaking Camp

Thoroughly weary but with a sigh of nostalgia, Ellen White
wrote on Monday, January 29:

In a few hours we leave this pleasant spot, where the
Lord has manifested His power and His presence in a
marked manner. I have spoken sixteen times during this
meeting, besides having considerable to say in the min-
isters’ meetings. The meetings that have been held here
have drawn heart to heart. A feeling of tenderness and
love has been manifested throughout. The discourses
have been given with power. Many have seen great
light, and there has been manifested a hunger of soul
for the truth, precious truth. Some have not missed a
meeting.... The camp meeting has been in every way a
success. We wish there were many more workers to
take right hold and follow up the interest.—Manuscript
4, 1894.

Far-Reaching Influence of the Brighton Camp Meeting

About a hundred souls were baptized as the immediate fruitage
of the Brighton camp meeting, among them the two Anderson broth-
ers (Letter 40b, 1894). Their wives followed a few months later. An
evangelistic tent was pitched in North Brighton, and Elders Corliss
and Hare continued with a series of meetings that were well attended.
Another tent was pitched in Williamstown, across Hobson’s Bay
from Brighton and twelve miles south of Melbourne. Here M. C. Is-
rael and W. L. H. Baker carried on the evangelistic thrust. Churches
were raised up in both communities. Ellen White spoke at both
places, several times in Williamstown, either in the tent or a hired
hall.— MSS 5, 6, 1894.

Mrs. Press was in the harvest at Williamstown. Almost imme-
diately a private cooking school was conducted by Mrs. Starr and
Mrs. Tuxford in the Press home, giving the family helpful guidance
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in food preparation (Letter 127, 1894). All in all, the first camp
meeting held in Australia was a success and served to establish a

pattern of fruitful evangelistic camp meetings.
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Chapter 12—(1894) The American Mails—Almost
Overwhelmed

With camp meeting over and school not in session, Ellen White
and her assistants found a home in the buildings of the Bible school
in Melbourne. It was temporary, as she wrote:

I take up my abode in the school building for eight
weeks. It may be less than that before we leave for New
South Wales, where I hope to find a pleasant, retired
place in which to complete the “Life of Christ.” ...

We are now in the school, occupying five rooms.
Our family consists of Emily [Campbell] and May
[Walling], Marian [Davis], Sister Tuxford from New
Zealand, and myself.—Manuscript 4, 1894.

She was weary from labors in connection with the camp meeting
and divided her time between visiting the companies where there
were new believers, and resting and writing. In mid-February she
wrote, “We are usually well, hurrying off the American mail, but my
mind has been so taxed recently for three weeks [that] it is a poor,
tired mind, and I cannot tax it much more. After this mail is gone, I
shall take things easier.”—Letter 141, 1894.

The Anna Phillips Experience

One of Ellen White’s concerns at this time was the mishandling
on the part of some leading brethren in America of Anna Phillips
and her claims to special revelations from God.

Miss Anna Phillips—sometimes spoken of as Anna Rice, for
she had been taken into the Rice family—felt she had been called
by God to serve as a special messenger to the church, inspired by
heavenly visions.
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Ellen White first learned of this while in New Zealand in October,
1893. Anna resided with Elder and Mrs. J. D. Rice, workers in
northern California, and was at times in Battle Creek.

When both Rice and his wife attributed unusual importance to
Anna’s dreams and impressions, she came to believe that what came
to her mind were the intimations of the Spirit of God, that is, that
visions were given to her and that she had the gift of prophecy.

She wrote “testimonies,”’ first to the Rices and then to other
husbands and wives, touching on their personal experiences. These
were earnest appeals for purity of life, with teachings that went
beyond the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. Messages were directed
to the leaders of the church aimed at giving guidance in administering
the work.

Correspondence from America called the matter to Ellen White’s
attention. On November 1 she wrote to Elder and Mrs. Rice that she
had not felt called upon earlier to encourage or condemn so long as
she “had no special light in reference to this case.”

She continued: I now feel constrained to write. Mat-
ters have been presented before me which I will now
mention.... Elder Rice and some others were encourag-
ing this sister to her injury that she had been ordained
of God to do a certain work.... I will say the Lord has
not given you this work to do to impress minds that this
i1s a work which they must receive as from God. You
have no duty to present it to the people in this light.

My guide said to you, “Look unto Jesus; receive
your light from Jesus; talk of the light He has already
given.” ...

It is not the burden the Lord has given you to explain
and interpret the words, the works, the writings of Sister
Phillips. If you do this, you will mislead the people....

The Lord has not laid upon her the work of accusing,
of judging, of reproving, of condemning and flattering
others.... I will say no more at present on this subject,
only this: there will be, I have been shown, many who
will claim to be especially taught of God, and will at-
tempt to lead others, and they will undertake a work
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from mistaken ideas of duty that God has never laid
upon them; and confusion will be the result.—Letter 54,
1893.

Almost two months went by before Ellen White addressed her-
self again to the matter of Anna Phillips. On her journey back from
New Zealand she had a few days in Sydney. There, on December
23, she wrote a general warning in the form of a ten-page letter
addressed to “Dear Brethren and Sisters.” It opens:

I have a message to you from the Lord. Brother
Rice is not engaged in the work which the Lord would
have him do....He cannot see the outcome of this work
which he has taken up. Anna Phillips is being injured;
she is led on, encouraged in a work which will not bear
the test of God.

Ellen White then declared:

I have received from God the warning which I now
send you. Anna Phillips should not have been given the
encouragement she has had. It has been a great injury to
her—fastened her in a deception. I am sorry that any of
our brethren and sisters are ready to take up with these
supposed revelations, and imagine they see in them the
divine credentials.—Letter 4, 1893.

Mail each way across the Pacific took a full month, and mail
boats ran about once a month. The lack of other data makes it
difficult to pinpoint the time of reception and the dispersal of the
messages sent. There is evidence that some letters, having missed the
boat, were delayed in Australia for several weeks. Ellen G. White
letters on file that pertain to this matter carry dates of November 1
and December 23, 1893; and for 1894, January 15, March 15, April
10, April 16, and June 1. Limited space precludes presenting her
counsel in detail, but an extensive presentation appears in Selected
Messages 2:85-95, in chapter 10, “The Visions of Anna Phillips.”

In the nine-page letter of January 14, written in Melbourne to
A. T. Jones, Ellen White discussed several matters. On page 5 she
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reported that word had reached her that Jones was giving encour-
agement to Anna Phillips, and even reading some of her messages
in public in such a way that people found it hard to discern when
he was reading from her writings and when he was reading from
Ellen White’s pen. She urged, “I want you to consider this carefully,
for the Lord has given me light to the effect that the attention of the
people is not to be called to Anna Phillips.”—Letter 37, 1894.

In the first paragraph of her ten-page letter to Jones written March
15, 1894, she dealt quite fully with the situation. She declared:

I have a message for you. Did you suppose that God
had commissioned you to take the burden of presenting
the visions of Anna Phillips, reading them in public,
and uniting them with the testimonies the Lord has been
pleased to give me? No, the Lord has not laid upon you
this burden. He has not given you this work to do.... Do
not belittle the work by mingling with it productions
that you have no positive evidence are from the Lord of
life and glory.

She pointed out that God had not called Anna Phillips to follow
on after the testimonies. She wrote:

Many things in these visions and dreams seem to be
all straight, a repetition of that which has been in the
field for many years; but soon they introduce a jot here,
a tittle of error there, just a little seed which takes root
and flourishes, and many are defiled therewith.—Letter
103, 1894 (see also Selected Messages 2:85-87).

W. M. Adams, who was a student of Battle Creek College in
1894, has recounted his experience. He heard Elder Jones preaching
in the Battle Creek Tabernacle. He intermingled some of the mes-
sages of Anna Phillips with those he read from the testimonies, and
asked the congregation whether they did not hear the same voice in
each. The people were left in confusion.

The next morning Adams was at the post office in the Review
and Herald building, writing a postcard home. Jones came in and
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asked for his mail. He was handed a long envelope with Ellen
White’s name in the return address. He dropped on the bench, tore
the envelope open, and began to read. Adams reports that as Jones
read, tears came to his eyes and dropped on the sheets.

Soon A. O. Tait came in, and Jones addressed him: “Oscar,
come here. Sit down. You heard me preach that sermon yesterday?”

“Yes,” replied Elder Tait.

“Well, read this,” Jones said, as he handed him the testimony he
had just received from Ellen White. After Tait had had time to read,
Elder Jones asked, “Who told Sister White a month ago that I was
going to preach that sermon about Anna Phillips as a prophetess?”

“Ah, you know, Alonzo,” Tait answered in his calm yet firm way.

“Yes, I do know. God knew what I was going to do, and He
impressed Sister White a month before I preached the sermon to
send the testimony that I am wrong. Look at that date.”

It was a thoughtful week for the brusque and ever-ready A. T.
Jones. Adams reported that the next Sabbath he again preached in
the tabernacle and that he read portions of the testimony he received
Sunday morning. He said, “I am wrong, and I confess it. Now I am
right.”—The Review and Herald, July 7, 1949.

Elder W. W. Prescott also became a supporter of Anna Phillips,
but a few hours before he was to address the students at Walla
Walla College, intending to introduce some of her messages, he was
handed a copy of a letter from Sister White dealing with the matter.
It was the first to come to his attention, and he dropped his plans.
S. N. Haskell, president of the California Conference, happened
to be at Walla Walla at the time. He exclaimed as he wrote of the
incident to Ellen White: “I have heard about testimonies coming
just in season, but I never experienced such providence before.”—S.
N. Haskell to EGW, March 31, 1894.

Ellen White was very careful in her approach to both Miss
Phillips and the two prominent ministers who gave her support.
“Sister Phillips is not to be condemned and denounced” (Letter 4,
1893), she counseled, pointing out that others close to her were
largely responsible by giving her encouragement. Ellen White was
concerned for Jones and Prescott, fearing that people would take
advantage of the fact that they had been misled. She found it hard
to understand why neither of these men, along with Rice, had com-
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municated with her before supporting Anna Phillips. Of this she
wrote:

I have expected that some account of these matters

would be sent to me, and that counsel would be asked,

[130] and thus the way would be opened for me to let the light
from my past experience shine forth. But nothing has

come to me, and now I have my commission to speak

concerning these things. I am so sorry that brethren in

whom our people have confidence should appear in any

way to endorse these things that claim to be from God,

when no real ground for faith has been given. Itis a

terrible mistake to present before the people that which

we have not had unmistakable evidence is the revelation
of God.—Ibid.

As warnings became known to leaders in America, acknowledg-
ments of being mistaken were made, and tensions over the Anna
Phillips work and writings subsided. On June 1, 1894, Ellen White
wrote:

I have been much interested to understand more
fully the true condition of Anna Phillips. I feel sorry
for her. I feel sorry that our brethren have done her so
great an injury as they have, by encouraging her in the
work she has been doing. I feel sorry that Brother Rice
has not followed the counsel of God. I have nothing but
tender feelings toward her.

I am indeed sorry both for Brother Prescott and
Brother Jones. I have felt very anxious in regard to
them both, but especially in regard to Brother Jones,
who is so ardent in his faith and does not manifest the
caution he should in his statements by pen or voice.
I did pray that these dear brethren would be so com-
pletely hid in Christ Jesus that they would not make one
misstep.

Heartfelt confession having been made, she could say:
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I have more confidence in them today than I have
had in the past, and fully believe that God will be their
helper, their comfort, and their hope. Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth those who love
and fear Him.

She wrote assuringly, and sounded a warning to those who would
be critical:

I have the most tender feelings toward our brethren
who have made this mistake, and I would say that those
who depreciate the ones who have accepted reproof
will be permitted to pass through trials which will make
manifest their own individual weakness and defects of
character.

Brethren Jones and Prescott are the Lord’s chosen
messengers, beloved of God. They have cooperated
with God in the work for this time. While I cannot
endorse their mistakes, I am in sympathy and union
with them in their general work. The Lord sees that they
need to walk in meekness and lowliness of mind before
Him, and to learn lessons which will make them more
careful in every word they utter and in every step they
take.

These brethren are God’s ambassadors. They have
been quick to catch the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness, and have responded by imparting the
heavenly light to others.—Letter 27, 1894.

It was your testimony to Elder A. T. Jones which
saved us from this terrible calamity. Nothing else could
have accomplished that end. I tremble when I think how
near the whole denomination came to being sold out
bodily to the devil.—W. H. Littlejohn to EGW, March
25, 1894.

A prominent worker in Battle Creek made this observation on
the effectiveness of Ellen White’s messages of warning:
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When the word from Ellen White concerning her work came
to Anna Phillips’ attention, she heartily accepted the message and
repudiated her claims. She became a trusted Bible instructor, and
died after years of faithful service.

In contrast to the way Anna Phillips “bore testimony” to sev-
eral families regarding intimate matters, Ellen White presented her
teaching on moral purity, teachings that linked poor mortals with
“the riches of heaven’s blessings.”

The purity, the holiness of the life of Jesus, as pre-
sented from the Word of God, possess more power to
reform and transform the character than do all the ef-
forts put forth in picturing the sins and crimes of men
and the sure results. One steadfast look to the Saviour
uplifted upon the cross will do more to purify the mind
and heart from every defilement than will all the sci-
entific explanations by the ablest tongue.—Letter 102,
1894.

This is my teaching of moral purity. The opening
of the blackness of impurity will not be one half as
efficacious in uprooting sin as will the presentation of
these grand and ennobling themes.

The Lord has not given to women a message to
assail men, and charge them with their impurity and in-
continence. They create sensuality in place of uprooting
it. The Bible, and the Bible alone, has given the true
lessons upon purity.—Ibid.

A decade later Ellen White sounded the following warning:

There will be those who will claim to have visions.
When God gives you clear evidence that the vision is
from Him, you may accept it, but do not accept it on any
other evidence, for people are going to be led more and
more astray in foreign countries and in America.—The
Review and Herald, May 25, 1905 (Selected Messages
2:72).
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The New Experience of James Edson White

Responding to his mother’s appeal in which she recounted his
perils shown to her as one endangered by the undertow, Edson
White enjoyed a thorough reconversion and desired again to enter
the service of the Lord. She understood well the attacks the enemy
would attempt to make to regain his lost prey. She wrote him often.

Edson’s heart had been stirred as he read in Battle Creek his
mother’s appeal for something to be done among the neglected
blacks in the Southern States. His exuberant letters told of his plans
to build a missionary boat and sail it down the Mississippi River
as a base for work among the blacks. Knowing Edson’s proclivity
for adventure and his weakness in handling business matters, Ellen
White entertained misgivings. She wished he and his wife, Emma,
could be with her in Australia. She wrote on May 2:

In regard to the boat, I can only say, “The will of
the Lord be done.” If this is the Lord’s plan, I have not
a sign of an objection to it; but I feel deeply over the
fact that you are not with us in the work. I am more
disappointed than I can express.... I have not been able
to get over this disappointment without tears.—Letter
79, 1894.

She followed with deep interest and many prayers the building,
launching, and sailing of the Morning Star and its evangelistic and
educational thrust along the rivers flowing through the Southern part
of the United States.

The Month-by-Month American Mails

On April 9, she wrote of preparing the American mail while
the house was full of visitors. “Elder Starr had to do most of the
entertaining,” she wrote, “for my letters must be prepared for the
American mail.”—Manuscript 23, 1894. And on April 16, the day
the mail closed, as she finished her letter to A. T. Jones, she, in
weariness declared: “I can write no more. This mail carries out more
than one hundred pages.”—Letter 68, 1894.
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The May American mail carried 150 pages, some addressed to
the president of the General Conference.

In many cases the communications ran from four or five pages
of double-spaced typewritten material to ten or twelve, and the few
lines quoted in this volume, although selected as epitomizing the
thrust of a respective message, represent but very brief samples of
the many, many messages painstakingly penned.

Exposing Errors and Weaknesses of God’s Workmen

In early June as Ellen White was beginning to write for the
American mail a member of her family said to her, “Have you read
Elder Littlejohn’s articles contained in the two issues of the last
papers we have received?”

She had not, but she did. They carried the title “Danger in
Adopting Extreme Views,” and portrayed some of the weaknesses
and mistakes of the apostles, the Reformers, and the pioneers of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Ellen White, either by vision
or experience or both, was so closely linked with these noble and
fearless men who had been in God’s service that to touch them
pierced her heart.

She recounted her experience:

That night, in agony of distress both of soul and
body, I groaned in spirit; I feared I should not live. I
have had some experience of what is meant when it was
recorded of Christ that “being in ... agony he prayed.”
Certainly I was helpless. Not one I knew could give me
a word to bring relief.

All the next day my feelings were so intense that I
could not write; all the next day I could not do anything.
Certainly in my case these articles did not lift up the
hands that hang down, or strengthen the feeble knees.
The second night was one of sorrow and unspeakable
grief. I felt crushed as a cart beneath the sheaves.

I prayed at half-past twelve o’clock at night, “O
God, bring not Thine heritage unto reproach. Suffer
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not the world who hate Thy law to reproach God by
reproaching His people who are seeking to present His
truth to the world.” ...

I could take in the situation, I knew what would
be the sure results, for I have had the movements of
the world presented before me, and was aware of the
advantage that men would take of unwise statements.
All these things forced themselves upon my mind as I
considered the points presented in the articles to which
I have referred.—Manuscript 27, 1894.

She wrote to Littlejohn on June 3:

Elder Littlejohn, you have undertaken to point out
the defects of Reformers and pioneers in the cause of
God. No one should trace the lines which you have
done. You have made public the errors and defects
of the people of God, and in so doing have dishonored
God and Jesus Christ. I would not for my right arm have
given to the world that which you have written. You
have not been conscious of what would be the influence
of your work....

The Lord did not call upon you to present these
things to the public as a correct history of our people.
Your work will make it necessary for us to put forth
labor to show why these brethren took the extreme po-
sition that they did, and call up the circumstances that
vindicate those upon whom your articles have laid sus-
picion and reproach.—Letter 48, 1894.

Let No One Call Attention to their Errors

There are twelve pages in the letter to Littlejohn. In words that
may well be pondered, the messenger of the Lord wrote:

You were not in the early experience of the people
of whom you have written, and who have been laid
to rest from their labors. You have given but a partial
view, for you have not presented the fact that the power
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of God worked in connection with their labors, even
though they made some mistakes.

You have made prominent before the world the er-
rors of the brethren, but have not represented the fact
that God worked to correct those errors, and to set the
objectionable matters right. You have arrayed the er-
rors of the early apostles, the errors of those who were
precious in the eyes of the Lord in the days of Christ.

In presenting the extreme positions that have been
taken by the messengers of God, do you think that confi-
dence will be inspired in the work of God for this time?
Let God by inspiration trace the errors of His people
for their instruction and admonition, but let not finite
lips or pens dwell upon those features of the experience
of God’s people that will have a tendency to confuse
and cloud the mind. Let no one call attention to the

errors of those whose general work has been accepted
of God.—Ibid.

Before closing the solemn testimony, Ellen White penned these
thought-provoking words:

God will charge those who unwisely expose the mis-
takes of their brethren with sin of far greater magnitude
than He will charge the one who makes a misstep. Crit-
icism and condemnation of the brethren are counted as
criticism and condemnation of Christ.—Ibid.

In a seventeen-page general letter addressed to “Dear Brethren
in the Seventh-day Adventist Faith,” she declared, “I have been ac-
quainted with everything that has arisen in connection with the work
that has borne the appearance of fanaticism.” When the Reform-
ers and pioneers saw their mistakes, they “opened their minds and
hearts to receive the light that was sent of God, and He forgave the
mistakes they made, and through His great mercy cast their mistakes
and errors into the depths of the sea.” She asked, “Now since God
has thus covered their errors, who will presume to uncover them,
and to present them to the world?”—Manuscript 27, 1894.
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Some argue that in the Word of God the sins and mistakes of
various Bible characters are presented to all who may read, and does
this not provide a pattern for today? The question finds its answer in
a paragraph in the same letter, written four days after the testimony
was penned to Littlejohn:

From the light which God has been pleased to give
me, the work of calling up the mistakes and errors of
sleeping saints, and resurrecting the errors which they
have committed (except under the special direction of
God), is not a work that God can accept.—Ibid.

After presenting the experience brought to view in the Littlejohn
articles, Ellen White presented the episode of Joshua and the angel as
set forth in Zechariah 3, [Note: She had presented this subject earlier
in Testimonies for the Church, 5:467-476. Again, a decade later,
she gave a chapter to it in Prophets and Kings, 582-592.] quoting
extensively.

An Encouraging Experience

To be the messenger of the Lord was no light matter. The work
was in no sense routine, and often it bore so heavily on Ellen White
that she despaired for her life. Her dedication to the work of God, her
love for it, and her love for the workmen in proclaiming the message
drew her into heavy involvement when situations were opened up to
her in their true light. She wrote:

When in great burden of soul for the people of God,
seeing how many who profess to serve Him are dishon-
oring His name, seeing the end so near and a great work
to be accomplished, I have wept in anguish of spirit; I
was sore oppressed; I could not sleep, I could not find
peace because of the peril of the Lord’s people, espe-
cially at the great center of the work. I prayed in great
agony of spirit.

Then I lost myself in sleep, and was in a council in
America; I was unburdening my soul to my brethren
and sisters.—Ibid.
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In recounting the experience, she told of a surprising develop-
ment. While she was speaking she heard a voice behind her. She
looked, and exclaimed, “It is Jesus, my Saviour.” Jesus repeated
words that He told her to read in the fifty-fourth chapter of Isaiah:
“Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded;
for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of
thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood
any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his
name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the
whole earth shall he be called. For the Lord hath called thee as a
woman forsaken and grieved in spirit.”

Jesus said reassuringly, “Lay your burden upon Me; I will be
your Burden-bearer.”—Ibid.

“Well,” wrote W. C. White, “from that time there was a complete
change, and she has been gaining.”—4 WCW, p. 463. There was a
very noticeable turnaround on her part in spirits and health. He told
of her resuming her ministry in the nearby churches, and declared:

Her labors here seem to lift her up and give her
strength and courage. It is the letters from America, and
the views she has of some things there, that seem to
wear on her mind and pull her down.— Ibid.

And Ellen White could at that time report:

I am now much better healthwise than during my
first year in Australia. I can walk better, and am im-
proving in activity.... [ am so thankful to my heavenly
Father for His great goodness and lovingkindness to
me.—Letter 13a, 1894.

But in another month, and another month, and another month,
there would be “the American mail.” In late July she wrote:

The preparation of mail to send to America, and the
reception of mail from America, are stirring times in our
history, and if we are not very careful, both the going out
of the mail and the coming of the mail has a telling in-
fluence upon me that is not the most favorable.—Letter
85, 1894.
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Chapter 13—(1894) The Move to New South Wales

In February, 1894, while in Melbourne Ellen White wrote:

I am tired, tired all the time, and must ere long get
a restful place in the country. I want not a home where
all 1s bustle in city life. I want this year to write and to
exercise prudently out of doors in the open air.—Letter
140, 1894.

I am getting to be very tired of moving. It worries
me out, settling and unsettling, gathering manuscripts
and scattering them, to be gathered up again.—Letter
102, 1894.

During the two years or so it was expected she would be in
Australia, Ellen White had planned to spend some months in Mel-
bourne and also some months in New South Wales, in the vicinity
of Sydney. With the next term of the Australasian Bible School
scheduled to open on April 4, the time had come when she must
close up her work in Melbourne to free for student use the rooms
she and her helpers were occupying. Also, the climate of New South
Wales, being farther north, gave promise of being more comfortable
than that of Melbourne. So in March a house was rented for her in
Granville, a Sydney suburb.

Ellen White made the overnight train trip, leaving on Monday,
March 26. She was accompanied by six associates and helpers,
Marian Davis, May Walling, Mrs. Tuxford, Elder and Mrs. Starr,
and a Mr. Simpson from New Zealand. Stephen Belden and his
wife and Fannie Bolton had gone on ahead by boat two weeks
earlier, accompanying a portion of the household goods along with
Ellen White’s and the Beldens’ horses and the carriages. Emily
Campbell was left in Melbourne for a month to rest and catch up on
the bookkeeping.

By early afternoon the next day they were surveying the
Granville home and its surroundings. The building was large enough,
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with crowding, for her and her son, Elder and Mrs. Starr, and several
of her helpers. Half an hour after their arrival she took her pen to
hasten off a letter to Willie, reporting on the trip, describing the
unpacked boxes of household goods scattered in different rooms,
and announcing that Maude Camp, who was to do the cooking, had
just arrived the night before. She added that the house was “better
than I had imagined it would be” (Letter 145, 1894).

As do many houses in Australia, it carried a name: Per Ardua.
It was of brick and had ten rooms, some oddly shaped. It stood on
a three-acre plot with an orchard, a place for a vegetable garden,
and a grassy paddock, with some shade from gum trees. There were
also shade trees in the front. In her letter Ellen White commented
favorably on the fireplaces, the broad porches, and the flower garden;
she was pleased with the home generally. The air, she wrote, seemed
to give her more freedom in breathing than Melbourne, and she
courageously declared: “We all mean to be very cheerful and happy
and of good courage in the Lord.” She added, “It is just now a
struggle for me, but I shall look to the light and not darkness.”

Getting Settled In Granville

With so large a home only six minutes from the railway and two
miles from Parramatta, it was inevitable that there would be many
visitors. Soon after their arrival, in reporting on a brief trip into the
country to buy apples, Ellen White wrote:

When we returned we found a temporary table made
of stable door and boards extending out nearly the whole
length of the dining room and three of our brethren
sitting at the table in addition to our family, and Brother
McCullagh made four.

She commented, “We enjoyed the meal as much as if the table
was the best walnut pattern.” In the next paragraph she explains how
they adjusted to their circumstances:

We find there are many ways we can spend money
and many ways we can save money. We have a skeleton
wardrobe of two upright standards, and cross pieces
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nailed to these, and a shelf put on the top. A very simple
cheap lace over blue or red cheap cambric is fastened
to the top and back of the shelf. This back is neatly
arranged, lifted up and fastened securely to the posts of
the head of the bedstead.

Hooks were put in the crossbars, and an adjustable screen hid
the washstand. All in all, a nice little dressing room emerged. “I am
much pleased with this arrangement,” she wrote, and added, “It costs
so little. This was the arrangement in our tents at the camp meeting,
and it proved such a convenient affair we do not dispense with
it in our houses, which are usually destitute of clothespresses.”—
Letter 128, 1894. Supplementing their homemade improvisions
were inexpensive articles of furniture purchased at auction sales.

Helping in a material way in the food line was the milk from
a good cow they purchased soon after their arrival. They planned
to secure a second one so they could have “plenty of cream and
milk to cook with” (Letter 46, 1894). At the Brighton camp meeting
Ellen White had taken a positive stand for a meatless diet. No
meat was served in the dining tent at the camp meetings and none
was used while they were living in the school buildings, although
some roosters in the fowl yard and a calf in the pasture presented
some temptations. “Some might have enjoyed it,” she wrote to Dr.
Kellogg, “but I said positively, ‘No.”” No meat appeared on the table
at Granville.

I cannot consent to have flesh meats on my table. If I
taste it myself, my testimony against it has no real edge.
Some may have thought I was straining the point.—Ibid.

In Personal And Public Labor

Instead of finding a quiet place where she could write on the
life of Christ, Ellen White almost immediately found herself drawn
into both personal and public labor as evangelistic meetings in the
Sydney suburbs yielded new members, and new companies and
churches were formed. The Bible Echo reported:

Mrs. E. G. White, notwithstanding her arduous
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labors by pen, has entered upon public labor also, speak-
ing to the churches and outside congregations with her
well-known energy and earnestness.—April 23, 1894.

In working with these groups she came close to the people and
soon discerned their needs. “We see now,” she wrote Olsen, “that
we must enter into personal labor, and visit from house to house,
for great reforms must be made in families before we advance any
further.”—Letter 62, 1894.

As the results of the united labors of the several workers at Seven
Hills, twenty-five accepted the Seventh-day Adventist message. A.
S. Hickox held services not only Sabbaths and Sundays but also
evenings, and then engaged in personal labor from house to house.
By mid-May Ellen White had spoken four Sundays and one Sabbath.
George Starr also labored there. “We rejoice,” she wrote, “as we
have seen family after family embracing the truth.”—Letter 50b,
1894.

Helping Destitute Families

Not infrequently, as a family took its stand for the Sabbath the
wage earner lost his job. Being depression times in Australia, it was
almost impossible to find other regular employment.

“Now 1s a critical time,” Ellen White observed.

You cannot know how we carry the heavy burden
as we see these souls tested, thrown out of employment,
unable to obtain labor unless they will give up the Sab-
bath. We must comfort and encourage them; we must
help them as they shall be brought into strait places.
There are many souls as precious as gold, and every

sinner saved causes rejoicing in the heavenly courts.—
Letter 30a, 1894.

Several families who were keeping the Sabbath lost their farms.
As financial conditions worsened, their mortgaged farms were sold

out from under them. Iram James was one who had thus lost his
farm (Letter 146, 1894). She noted:
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They are destitute of food and clothing. He keeps
up good courage in the Lord.... Brother James, I under-
stand, has four children, and some days has had nothing
to eat but wild berries. But we have sent them flour,
beans, peas, cornstarch, cabbages, turnips, and pota-
toes, enough to last them a little time. Perhaps help will
come.—Letter 147, 1894.

The McKenzie family lost everything—farm, home, and furni-
ture. The husband was a real-estate agent and a bookkeeper, earning
good wages, but on the acceptance of the Sabbath he lost his position.
The failure of the banks climaxed the situation. The man who bought
the furniture at auction offered to sell back what pieces McKenzie’s
friends might help with. The Parramatta church raised what they
could for him, and £10 was sent from Melbourne to help. The family
was without food for three days, except a little dry bread (Letter 24,
1894). Food was sent from the White home—peas, tapioca, flour
(graham and white)—and £1 in money. Mr. McKenzie attempted
to sell books, but without success. Ellen White reported that when
supplies were taken to the family, she “found Sister McKenzie full
of courage and faith” (Letter 50, 1894).

A number of families went through similar experiences, and
Ellen White came to their aid in very substantial ways as her means
would permit.

Mr. Radley Makes His Decision

While many families suffered severely during the financial panic,
not all were in the same circumstances. In early May, Ellen White,
with another worker or two, visited the Radley family living near
Castle Hill. They were just taking their stand for the message. The
Radleys owned a large, well-established orchard of orange, lemon,
and other fruit trees. At the time of the visit the wife was keeping
the Sabbath, and from all appearances the husband and children
would soon follow. But Ellen White was told that Mr. Radley, not
fully having taken his stand, slipped back. As she recounted the
experience at the General Conference session in 1901, she described
him as a reading man. “In the night season,” she said, “the angel
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of the Lord seemed to stand by me, saying, ‘Go to Brother Radley,
place your books before him, and this will save his soul.””

I visited with him, taking with me a few of my large
books. I talked with him just as though he were with us.
I talked of his responsibilities. I said, ““You have great

[143] responsibilities, my brother. Here are your neighbors all
around you. You are accountable for every one of them.
You have a knowledge of the truth, and if you love the
truth, and stand in your integrity, you will win souls for
Christ.”

He looked at me in a queer way, as much as to say,
“I do not think you know that I have given up the truth,
that I have allowed my girls to go to dances, and the
Sunday School, that we do not keep the Sabbath.” But I
did know it. However, I talked to him just as though he
were with us.

“Now,” I said, “we are going to help you to begin to
work for your neighbors. I want to make you a present
of some books.”

29

He said, “We have a library, from which we draw books.

I said, “I do not see any books here. Perhaps you
feel delicate about drawing from the library. I have
come to give you these books, so that your children can
read them, and this will be a strength to you.”

I knelt down and prayed with him, and when we
rose, the tears were rolling down his face as he said, “I
am glad you came to see me. I thank you for the books.”

As she recounted the experience, she spoke of the fruitage of the
work:

The next time I visited him, he told me that he had
read part of Patriarchs and Prophets. He said, “There
is not one syllable I could change. Every paragraph
speaks right to my soul.”
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I asked Brother Radley which of my large books he
considered the most important. He said, “I lend them
all to my neighbors, and the hotelkeeper thinks that
Great Controversy is the best. But,” he said, while his
lips quivered, “I think that Patriarchs and Prophets is
best. It is that which pulled me out of the mire.”—The
General Conference Bulletin, 1901, 84, 85 (Evangelism,
451, 452).

Mr. Radley soon took his position firmly, and his whole family
united with him. Several of the children later gave their lives to the
work of the church.

Work on the Life of Christ

The pioneering work in New South Wales did not lend itself well
to the writing on the life of Christ she hoped to do. As she picked up
her diary on April 25, just a month after the move from Melbourne,
she wrote:

I thank and praise the Lord for the precious few
hours’ sleep I have had. It is now half past one o’clock
that I awake and cannot sleep. My mind is troubled.

I want every day to write something on the life of
Christ.—Manuscript 74, 1894.

The Trial and Sentence of the Firth Brothers

In a letter written May 2, Ellen White describes an interesting
new experience in Australia, the enforcement of ancient Sunday
laws:

Two brothers named Firth, who reside in Kellyville,
were converted to the truth from the world. The eldest
1s married. His wife is with him in the faith, and he
has one child. He has a small place on a few acres of
land upon which he makes his living. He gave the lot on
which the church has been built. It is a nice little church,
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and is a gratification to them, for the people acted a part
in building it.

The brothers live quite a distance back from the road
in an orchard of orange and lemon trees. We were much
surprised to learn that they were summoned last week
for working on Sunday.... These men are to come before
the police authorities today to answer for the charges
against them. They say they will refuse to pay the fine.

Later in the letter she reported:

Our brethren Firth from Kellyville, who were ar-
raigned for breaking the Sunday law, were today sen-
tenced by the court either to pay a fine of five shillings
or to be placed in the stocks. They brought an old law
made in Charles II’s time to bear upon this case of Sun-
daybreaking. Our brethren refu