
2018 Summer Reading: 9th and 10th Grade Reading List 
 

A note to students and their families: We have tried to include a variety of topics, genres, and styles on this 
list so that students will find books that they enjoy. Some of the titles were suggested by students, some are 
award winners, and many are highly acclaimed recent releases. Parents may want to assist their child in picking 
out appropriate books in consideration of their family’s values and children’s interests. 
 

 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater   (Narrative Nonfiction *Stonewall Award) 
 

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One moment that changes both of 
their lives forever. If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. 
Both were high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities 
in the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the 
middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in 
the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths 
overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from 
school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with two 
hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case garnered international attention, 

thrusting both teenagers into the spotlight. 
 
The Whydah by Martin W. Sandler                         (Nonfiction) 
 

The exciting true story of the captaincy, wreck, and discovery of the Whydah -- the only 
pirate ship ever found -- and the incredible mysteries it revealed. The 1650s to the 1730s 
marked the golden age of piracy, when fearsome pirates like Blackbeard ruled the waves, 
seeking not only treasure but also large and fast ships to carry it. The Whydah was just 
such a ship, built to ply the Triangular Trade route, which it did until one of the greediest 
pirates of all, Black Sam Bellamy, commandeered it. Filling the ship to capacity with 
treasure, Bellamy hoped to retire with his bounty -- but in 1717 the ship sank in a storm 

off Cape Cod. For more than two hundred years, the wreck of the Whydah (and the riches that went down with 
it) eluded treasure seekers, until the ship was finally found in 1984 by marine archaeologists. The artifacts 
brought up from the ocean floor are priceless, both in value and in the picture they reveal of life in that 
much-mythologized era, changing much of what we know about pirates. 

 
The Book Jumper by Mechthild Glaser                           (Fantasy) 
 

Amy Lennox doesn't know quite what to expect when she and her mother pick up and 
leave Germany for Scotland, heading to her mother's childhood home of Lennox House 
on the island of Stormsay. Amy's grandmother, Lady Mairead, insists that Amy must 
read while she resides at Lennox House--but not in the usual way. It turns out that Amy 
is a book jumper, able to leap into a story and interact with the world inside. As exciting 
as Amy's new power is, it also brings danger--someone is stealing from the books she 
visits, and that person may be after her life. Teaming up with fellow book jumper Will, 
Amy vows to get to the bottom of the thefts--at whatever cost. 
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Warcross by Marie Lu                            (Science Fiction) 
 

For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn't just a game--it's a way of life. The 
obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to 
escape from reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, 
teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players 
who bet on the game illegally. But the bounty-hunting world is a competitive one, and 
survival has not been easy. To make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into 
the opening game of the international Warcross Championships --only to accidentally 
glitch herself into the action and become an overnight sensation. Convinced she's going 

to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the game's creator, the elusive young 
billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year's tournament in 
order to uncover a security problem . . . and he wants Emika for the job. With no time to lose, Emika's whisked 
off to Tokyo and thrust into a world of fame and fortune that she's only dreamed of. But soon her investigation 
uncovers a sinister plot, with major consequences for the entire Warcross empire. 
 

 
The Number Devil by Hans Enzensberger                               (Fiction - Math) 
 

This book consists of a dozen unusual dreams of Robert, a 12 year old who thinks math 
is "a waste of time." The number devil who visits him each night changes that with 
magical demonstrations of mathematical concepts that intrigue the boy. Starting simply 
with the concept of infinity, the devil introduces prime numbers, square roots, Fibonacci 
numbers, and more, inventively using coconuts, multiplying rabbits, and other oddities 
as examples. He demonstrates concepts in imaginative ways that actually make sense, 
focusing on general principles, with an emphasis on the pleasing consistency of 
mathematics. Robert becomes interested and is named a "number apprentice" in the 
final chapter.  

 
 
Code of Honor by Alan Gratz               (Fiction) 
 

A timely, nonstop action-adventure about the War on Terror-and a family torn apart. 

When seventeen-year-old Iranian American Kamran Smith learns that his brother has 
been labeled a terrorist, he knows something isn't right. In a race against time, it is up to 
Kamran to prove his brother's innocence, even as the country has turned against him 
and his family. With the help of a ragtag team of underground intelligence 
professionals, Kamran must piece together the clues and the codes that will save his 
brother's life--and save his country from possibly the largest terrorist attack since 9/11. 
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Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer          (Realistic Fiction *Newbery Honor) 
 

When Hope and her aunt move to small-town Wisconsin to take over the local diner, 
Hope's not sure what to expect. But what they find is that the owner, G.T., isn't quite 
ready to give up yet--in fact, he's decided to run for mayor against a corrupt candidate. 
And as Hope starts to make her place at the diner, she also finds herself caught up in 
G.T.'s campaign--particularly his visions for the future. After all, as G.T. points out, 
everyone can use a little hope to help get through the tough times . . . even Hope 
herself. 

 

 

 

Everless by Sara Holland         (Fantasy Fiction) 

In the kingdom of Sempera, time is currency--extracted from blood, bound to iron, and 
consumed to add time to one's own lifespan. The rich aristocracy, like the Gerlings, tax 
the poor to the hilt, extending their own lives by centuries. No one resents the Gerlings 
more than Jules Ember. A decade ago, she and her father were servants at Everless, the 
Gerlings' palatial estate, until a fateful accident forced them to flee in the dead of night. 
When Jules discovers that her father is dying, she knows that she must return to 
Everless to earn more time for him before she loses him forever. But going back brings 
more danger--and temptation--than Jules could have ever imagined. Soon she's caught 
in a tangle of violent secrets and finds her heart torn between two people she thought 

she'd never see again. Her decisions have the power to change her fate--and the fate of time itself. 

 

 

The Murderer’s Ape by Jakob Wegelius                                                         (Fiction) 

Winner of the Mildred L. Batchelder award, this is a captivating story about dark truths 
and heinous crimes as well as unexpected friendships, with detailed black-and-white 
illustrations throughout. Perfect for fans of Brian Selznick and mystery and detective 
stories. Sally Jones is not only a loyal friend, she's an extraordinary individual. In 
overalls or in a maharaja's turban, this unique gorilla moves among humans without 
speaking but understanding everything. She and the Chief are devoted comrades who 
operate a cargo boat. A job they are offered pays big bucks, but the deal ends badly, and 
the Chief is falsely convicted of murder. For Sally Jones this is the start of a harrowing 

quest for survival and to clear the Chief's name. Powerful forces are working against her, and they will do 
anything to protect their secrets. 
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As You Wish by Chelsea Sedoti    (Fiction) 
 

Madison is a small town in the Mojave desert on the road between nothing and nowhere. 
It's an unremarkable speck on the map, which is perfect for protecting the town's secret. 
Because in Madison, everyone can make one wish on their eighteenth birthday-and that 
wish always comes true. Most of Eldon's classmates have had their wishes picked out for 
months, even years. Not Eldon. He's seen how wishing has hurt the people around him. 
His parents' marriage is strained, his sister is a virtual ghost in their house, his ex- 
girlfriend is dating his ex-friend...where does he even begin? One thing is for sure: Eldon 
has only twenty-five days to figure it out--and the rest of his life to live with the 
consequences. 

 
 
The Great American Whatever by Tim Federle (LGBTQ+ Fiction) 
 

Quinn Roberts is a sixteen-year-old smart aleck and Hollywood hopeful whose only 
worry used to be writing convincing dialogue for the movies he made with his sister 
Annabeth. Of course, that was all before—before Quinn stopped going to school, before 
his mom started sleeping on the sofa…and before the car accident that changed 
everything. Enter: Geoff, Quinn’s best friend who insists it’s time that Quinn came 
out—at least from hibernation. One haircut later, Geoff drags Quinn to his first college 
party, where instead of nursing his pain, he meets a guy—okay, a hot guy—and falls, 
hard. What follows is an upside-down week in which Quinn begins imagining his future 

as a screenplay that might actually have a happily-ever-after ending—if, that is, he can finally step back into the 
starring role of his own life story. 
 

 
Juggling Fire by Joanne Bell (Realistic Fiction) 
 

Sixteen-year-old Rachel's father disappeared years earlier from her family's home in the 
Yukon wilderness and was assumed dead. Having finished high school, the teen sets off 
on a trek through the tundra and forest with only her dog as a companion, hoping to find 
clues about her father's disappearance at the cabin where she lived as a child. Rachel's 
main interest aside from juggling is memorizing and rewriting fairy tales, which are 
woven into the main narrative as a story within a story. Finally, she is able to come to 
terms with her grief and find her own happy ending. Bell beautifully captures the natural 
world through descriptions of the mountainous terrain as well as nail-biting encounters 
with bears and wolves. Rachel is a smart, resourceful narrator who nevertheless struggles 

with the challenges nature throws her way, as well as balancing her own needs and those of her dog. Like Gary 
Paulsen's Hatchet. 
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The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose      (Narrative Nonfiction) 
 

In April 1940, occupying German forces made Denmark a "protectorate" of the Third 
Reich. The Danish government accepted the occupation, but a small group of teen boys, 
angry at their nation's cowardice, formed the secret Churchill Club to resist the Germans 
and conducted a six-month spree of sabotage and destruction. Incorporating lengthy 
first-person reminiscences of one of the group's leaders, Knud Pedersen, Hoose 
describes how the club recruited members, exploited their youth and innocent looks to 
deceive their parents and the Germans, appropriated weapons, and carried out guerilla- 
style attacks from their bicycles. Although the boys were eventually arrested and 
imprisoned, their exploits made them national heroes, shamed many adults, and fueled 
Danish resistance. After the war, Winston Churchill honored their efforts. 

 
 
Full Tilt by Neal Shusterman       (Horror Fiction) 
 

The myriad bits in 16-year-old Blake's brain become the stuff of an alternate universe, a 
nightmare amusement park in which he must experience seven wild rides before dawn 
in order to escape. The teen has always been the careful child in his family; at age 
seven, he was the only survivor of a school-bus crash. Since then, he has taken on the 
responsibility of saving his brother Quinn, who constantly needs to be rescued from his 
own impulsive behavior. Blake would certainly never accept the invitation to a midnight 
ride offered by the icily attractive Cassandra, a mysterious figure he encounters at Six 
Flags. However, when his brother steals the invitation and disappears, Blake has to 
follow. As he makes his way from one terrifying ride to another, Cassandra appears and 
disappears, challenging him, leading him on, and, finally, desperately attempting to keep 

him where he is, in the world she has created. His brother appears and disappears as well, and in one ride they 
discover that they need to work together. But at the end, Blake is on his own to face his deepest fears and 
survivor guilt. As the pace picks up in his surreal fantasy, readers are sucked into the nightmare, tumbling full 
tilt from one bizarre occurrence to another. 
 

 
Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo (Fantasy Fiction - 2019 Nutmeg Nominee) 

Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade where anything can be had for the right 
price--and no one knows that better than criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a 
chance at a deadly heist that could make him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But he 
can't pull it off alone… A convict with a thirst for revenge. A sharpshooter who can't 
walk away from a wager. A runaway with a privileged past. A spy known as the 
Wraith. A Heartrender using her magic to survive the slums. A thief with a gift for 
unlikely escapes. Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz's crew is the only 
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thing that might stand between the world and destruction--if they don't kill each other first. 

This Is Our Story by Ashley Elston             (Mystery Fiction - 2019 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

No one knows what happened that morning at River Point. Five boys went hunting. Four 
came back. The boys won't say who fired the shot that killed their friend, Grant; the 
evidence shows it could have been any one of them. Kate Marino's senior year intern- 
ship at the District Attorney's Office isn't exactly glamorous-more like an excuse to 
leave school early that looks good on college applications. Then the DA hands her boss, 
Mr. Stone, the biggest case her small town of Belle Terre has ever seen. The River Point 
Boys are all anyone can talk about. Despite their damning toxicology reports the 
morning of the accident, the DA wants the boys' case swept under the rug. He owes his 
political office to their powerful families. Kate won't let that happen. Digging up secrets 

without revealing her own is a dangerous line to walk; Kate has personal reasons for seeking justice for Grant. 
As she investigates with Stone-the aging prosecutor relying on Kate to see and hear what he cannot-she realizes 
that nothing about the case-or the boys-is what it seems. Grant wasn't who she thought he was, and neither is 
Stone's prime suspect. As Kate gets dangerously close to the truth, it becomes clear that the early morning 
accident might not have been an accident at all-and if Kate doesn't uncover the true killer, more than one life 
could be on the line including her own. 

 
Scythe by Neal Shusterman                       (Dystopian Fiction - 2019 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Two teens are forced to murder—maybe each other—in the first in a chilling new 
series from Neal Shusterman, author of the New York Times bestselling Unwind 
dystology. A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has 
conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only 
ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of 
the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a 
role that neither wants. These teens must master the "art" of taking life, knowing that 
the consequence of failure could mean losing their own. 

 
 
Illuminae by Amie Kaufman & Jay Kristoff     (Sci. Fiction - 2019 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

This morning, Kady thought breaking up with Ezra was the hardest thing she'd have to 
do. This afternoon, her planet was invaded. The year is 2575, and two rival 
megacorporations are at war over a planet that's little more than a speck at the edge of 
the universe. Now with enemy fire raining down on them, Kady and Ezra--who are 
barely even talking to each other--are forced to evacuate with a hostile warship in hot 
pursuit. But their problems are just getting started. A plague has broken out and is 
mutating with terrifying results; the fleet's AI may actually be their enemy; and nobody 
in charge will say what's really going on. As Kady hacks into a web of data to find the 
truth, it's clear the only person who can help her is the ex-boyfriend she swore she'd 
never speak to again. 
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Nimona by Noelle Stevenson (Graphic Novel - 2019 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister 
Blackheart is a villain with a vendetta. As sidekick and supervillain, Nimona and Lord 
Blackheart are about to wreak some serious havoc. Their mission: prove to the kingdom 
that Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin and his buddies at the Institution of Law Enforcement 
and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they are. But as small acts of mischief 
escalate into a vicious battle, Lord Blackheart realizes that Nimona's powers are as 
murky and mysterious as her past. And her unpredictable wild side might be more 
dangerous than he is willing to admit. 
 
 
When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon             (Realistic Fiction) 
 

Dimple Shah has it all figured out. With graduation behind her, she's more than ready 
for a break from her family, from Mamma's inexplicable obsession with her finding the 
"Ideal Indian Husband." Ugh. Dimple knows they must respect her principles on some 
level, though. If they truly believed she needed a husband right now, they wouldn't have 
paid for her to attend a summer program for aspiring web developers...right? Rishi Patel 
is a hopeless romantic. So when his parents tell him that his future wife will be attending 
the same summer program as him--wherein he'll have to woo her--he's totally on board. 
Because as silly as it sounds to most people in his life, Rishi wants to be arranged, 
believes in the power of tradition, stability, and being a part of something much bigger 

than himself. The Shahs and Patels didn't mean to start turning the wheels on this "suggested arrangement" so 
early in their children's lives, but when they noticed them both gravitate toward the same summer program, they 
figured, Why not? Dimple and Rishi may think they have each other figured out. But when opposites clash, love 
works hard to prove itself in the most unexpected ways. 
 
 

 
Turtles All the Way Down by John Green (Realistic Fiction) 
 

It's quite rare to find someone who sees the same world you see. Sixteen-year-old Aza 
never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but there's a 
hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, 
is eager to investigate. So together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides 
that separate them from Russell Pickett's son, Davis. Aza is trying. She is trying to be a 
good daughter, a good friend, a good student, and maybe even a good detective, while 
also living within the ever-tightening spiral of her own thoughts.  
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You’re Welcome, Universe by Whitney Gardner   (Fiction *Schneider Family Book 
Award) 
 

When Julia finds a slur about her best friend scrawled across the back of the Kingston 
School for the Deaf, she covers it up with a beautiful (albeit illegal) graffiti mural. Her 
supposed best friend snitches, the principal expels her, and her two mothers set Julia up 
with a one-way ticket to a "mainstream" school in the suburbs, where she's treated like an 
outcast as the only deaf student. The last thing she has left is her art, and not even Banksy 
himself could convince her to give that up. Out in the 'burbs, Julia paints anywhere she can, 
eager to claim some turf of her own. But Julia soon learns that she might not be the only 

vandal in town. Someone is adding to her tags, making them better, showing off--and showing Julia up in the 
process. She expected her art might get painted over by cops. But she never imagined getting dragged into a 
full-blown graffiti war. 

 
Ramona Blue by Julie Murphy (LGBTQ+ Realistic Fiction) 
 

Ramona was only five years old when Hurricane Katrina changed her life forever. Since 
then, it's been Ramona and her family against the world. Standing over six feet tall with 
unmistakable blue hair, Ramona is sure of three things: she likes girls, she's fiercely 
devoted to her family, and she knows she's destined for something bigger than the trailer 
she calls home in Eulogy, Mississippi. But juggling multiple jobs, her flaky mom, and her 
well-meaning but ineffectual dad forces her to be the adult of the family. Now, with her 
sister, Hattie, pregnant, responsibility weighs more heavily than ever. The return of her 
childhood friend Freddie brings a welcome distraction. Ramona's friendship with the 

former competitive swimmer picks up exactly where it left off, and soon he's talked her into joining him for laps 
at the pool. But as Ramona falls in love with swimming, her feelings for Freddie begin to shift too, which is the 
last thing she expected. With her growing affection for Freddie making her question her sexual identity, 
Ramona begins to wonder if perhaps she likes girls and guys or if this new attraction is just a fluke. Either way, 
Ramona will discover that, for her, life and love are more fluid than they seem. 
 

 
This Savage Song by Victoria Schwab (Fantasy) 
 
There's no such thing as safe in a city at war; a city overrun with monsters. In this dark 
urban fantasy from acclaimed author Victoria Schwab, a young woman and a young man 
must choose whether to become heroes or villains--and friends or enemies--with the 
future of their homes at stake. 
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Rewind by Carolyn O’Doherty (Mystery Fiction) 
 

Sixteen-year-old Alex is a Spinner--she has the ability to rewind time to review past 
events. Hated and feared because of their ability to find the truth, the small population of 
Spinners is restricted to Centers--compounds created to house and protect them. Alex's 
society uses the Spinners' skills to solve major crimes, but messing with time comes with 
consequences: no Spinner lives past the age of twenty. At sixteen, Alex is in her prime - 
until time sickness strikes early. When she is offered an experimental treatment, Alex 
sees a future for herself for the first time. But the promising medication offers more than 
just a cure--it also brings with it dire consequences. 
 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds   (*2019 Nutmeg Nominee - Fiction) 
 

A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. 
What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a 
shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes 
Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch 
at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as 
ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete 
pavement? There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and 
Rashad’s classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan 

—and a video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of 
prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been his savior could 
possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And the basketball team—half of 
whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions 
threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences they had never 
considered before. 
 

 
Confessions of a High School Disaster by Emma Chastain                  (Realistic Fiction) 
 

In the tradition of Bridget Jones's Diary, a lovably flawed high school student chronicles 
her life as she navigates the highs and lows of family, friendship, school, and love in a 
diary that sparkles with humor and warmth. I'm Chloe Snow, and my life is kiiiiind of a 
disaster. 1. I'm a kissing virgin (so so so embarrassing). 2. My best friend, Hannah, is 
driving me insane. 3. I think I'm in love with Mac Brody, senior football star, whose 
girlfriend is so beautiful she doesn't even need eyeliner. 4. My dad won't stop asking me 
if I'm okay. 5. Oh, and my mom moved to Mexico to work on her novel. But it's fine, 
she'll be back soon. She said so. Mom says the only thing sadder than remembering is 

forgetting, so I'm going to write down everything that happens to me in this diary. That way, even when I'm 
ninety, I'll remember how awkward and horrible and exciting it is to be in high school. 
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