
THE WEISS LAKE SEWAGE HOLDING TANK                             
REGULATORY PROGRAM
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Where is Weiss Lake ?

Weiss Lake lies completely within
Cherokee County in Northeast Alabama



Weiss Lake
• A Water Storage Reservoir for Alabama Power 

Company  (30,200 Acres)
– 450 Miles of Shoreline
– A Water Storage or Flood Easement Elevation 

Exists Around the Lake
• Low Relief Means Property Up to a Mile from Shore Can 

Be Flooded for Water StorageBe Flooded for Water Storage
• Alabama Power Regulations Limit Structures to RVs on  

Wheels – Must Not Inhibit Water Storage Capacity
• High Value Homes On These Shorelines Impractical
• “Recreational Lot” Created in 1970s

– Followed by the Ubiquitous RV
• 1991 Survey Estimated ^ 1,700 RV/Structures
• Now Estimate > 4,000 RV/Structures IN Flood Easement



Weiss
Lake

500,000 
visitors/year



Weiss Lake Visitors include Thousands 
of RV Users



Weiss Lake:  Except These Aren’t Your 
KOA Campground RVs!



• You have RVs On Individually Owned Lots
• You have RVs On Individually Leased Lots
• You have RVs in Recreational Campgrounds

A Weiss Lake RV in the HIGH Rent District!

!



A Few Are Even Built in Place!

…

All Within Alabama Power Company’s Water Storage Easement of Weiss Lake 
Where No Septic System Can Be Installed



An Unapproved “Soak” Holding Tank
Agricultural Tank Previously in Use 

Before the Holding Tank Regulatory Program

With Xray Vision, You Could See the Holes in the Bottom of This Tank



Unapproved RV Holding Tank “with Relief”
In use before the Holding Tank Regulatory Program

“I’m gonna wait till the midnight hour” and guess what is poured out?



The Cherokee County Commission 
Sewage Disposal Ordinance

• Adopted April 2012
– Under authority of the Alabama Legislature’s 

Self Governance ActSelf Governance Act

• Goal:  Protect Public Health by Protecting 
the Water Quality of Weiss Lake

• Declares Improper or Illegal Disposal of 
Sewage to be a Public Nuisance 
Menacing Public Health



The Cherokee County Commission 
Sewage Disposal Ordinance

• Ordinance applies only in unincorporated 
areas – not in cities and towns

• Applies Only to Areas within the Water 
Storage Easement Elevations of Storage Easement Elevations of 
Alabama Power Company for Weiss Lake

• Empowers County Health Department to 
Perform Ordinance Enforcement Activities

• Empowers County Health Department to 
Enter Upon Premises



The Cherokee County Commission 
Sewage Disposal Ordinance

• County Health Department Shall Issue and 
Post a Notice When Improper Sewage 
Treatment or Disposal is Discovered

• Size and Type of Notice Specified• Size and Type of Notice Specified
• Wording of Notice and 30-Day Period is 

Specified 
• Requires Violator to Cease and Apply for a 

Sewage System (ie, Approved Holding 
Tank)



The Cherokee County Commission 
Sewage Disposal Ordinance

• Second Violation After 30 Day Notice Expires 
Leads to Issuance of Citation and Payment 
of Fines and Administrative Fees to the 

CITATIONS

of Fines and Administrative Fees to the 
County Commission

• $150 Per Day Fine (Maximum $5,000)
• Administrative Fee Equal to Cost of 

Abatement May Be Assessed
• Appeal of Citation to the County Commission



The Cherokee County Board of Health
Sewage Holding Tank Regulation

• Obtained Variance from State Health Officer for all RV 
Holding Tanks in Lake Easement

• Requires all RVs and Habitable Structures in Easement 
to Apply for Permit and to Install Approved Holding Tank

• Holding Tank Must Be Manufactured for Use as Sewage • Holding Tank Must Be Manufactured for Use as Sewage 
Tank

• Minimum Holding Tank Size is 250 gallons
• Must Contract with Sewage Tank Pumper to Pump at 

Frequency Needed for that Tank
• Each Holding Tank Must Be Inspected and Approved by 

County Health Department



Issuing a Notice of Violation

Over 1,700 NOVs Issued Since July 2012





XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



Issuing an Approval for a
Holding Tank

Over 1,000 Issued to Date



Approved Holding Tank



Before & After I:  Approved Holding Tank Replaces 
Substandard Holding Tank



Before & After II:  Approved Holding Tank Replaces 
Substandard Holding Tank (Used Acid Tank)



Approved Holding Tank with Chained Tie Downs



Holding Tank Applications Received and Permits Issued
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Program Staffing HIGHS and Lows

• 2013 HIGH
• Environmental 3.00
• Clerical 2.00
• Total Peak Staffing 5.00

• 2014 LOW• 2014 LOW
• Environmental 0.45
• Clerical 0.95
• Total Current Staffing 1.40



Where Are We?

• Estimate 2,000 RVs in County Jurisdiction
– Estimate 2,000 RVs in City Jurisdictions not covered by Ordinance

• Issued > 1,000 Permits/Approvals 
– Issued > 400 Renewals Since 1/1/2014

• Four Citations Issued out of > 1,700 Notices of Violation 
Issued in 2013

– Preparing Additional Citations for Violations

• Renewing RV Annual Permits & 
Issuing New/First Time Permits vs 
NOVs without permit & not cited to date



Lem Burell
Alabama Dept of Public Health

Areas Supervisor
3400 McClellan Boulevard

Anniston, AL 36201
(256) 237-1896

Lem.Burell@adph.state.al.usLem.Burell@adph.state.al.us


