
g. motor home – $50.00 for 4 years

8. All others trailers – $10.00 for 1 year

These are the most commonly occurring fees. Fees stated

are as of June 1997, and are subject to change. For addi-

tional information, contact the Motor Vehicle Audit

Section at the Department of Revenue, or the Office of

Motor Vehicles in the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections.

Civil and Criminal Penalties

Applications for title, bills of sale, and odometer disclo-

sure statements must be completed properly. Penalties

may be imposed for false statements made on documen-

tation when applying for title of a motor vehicle.

Requesting Information from 

the Office of Motor Vehicles

If you need any assistance from the Office of Motor

Vehicles, contact the Registration and Drivers License

Assistance Unit at (225) 922-2821 or intra tollfree 1-877-

368-5463, or visit their website at: www.dps.state.la.us or

www.expresslane.org

Note: Nonprofit, charitable, and religious organizations are

not exempt from taxation.

Interest and Penalties on Sales and Use Tax

Interest will be assessed on nonpayments and late pay-

ments at the monthly rate of 1.25 percent per month (15

percent annually) until all taxes have been paid. 

A delinquent or late payment penalty will be assessed if

the sales or use tax is not paid on or before the payable

date of the sales or use tax at the rate of 5 percent of the

tax for each 30 days, or any portion thereof, that the tax is

delinquent, not to exceed a maximum of 25 percent.

Motor Vehicle Fees

The Office of Motor Vehicles, Department of Public Safety

and Corrections, administers and collects certain fees in

addition to state and local sales and use taxes on motor vehi-

cles. Some of these fees are:

1. Certification of title – $18.50

2. Title correction – $18.50

3. Mortgage recordation  – $15.00

4. Duplicate registration – $4.00

5. License plate transfer fee – $3.00

6. Handling fee – $8.00

7. License plate

a. private passenger car – $20.00 minimum for 

2 years (Based upon .1 percent of selling price)

b. truck (including vans)– $40.00 for 4 years

(up to 6000 lbs GVW)

c. motorcycle – $12.00 for 4 years

d. commercial vehicles – $10.00 for 1 year

e. boat trailer (up to 1500 lbs.) – $25.00 for 4 years

f. utility trailer (up to 500 lbs.) – $25.00 for 4 years
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General Information

Motor vehicle sales tax applies to both motorized and

non-motorized property subject to the Vehicle

Registration License Tax Law of the State of Louisiana.

Motor vehicles include, but are not limited to, automo-

biles, trucks, motorcycles, motor homes, mobile homes,

trailers (boat and utility), campers, and off-road vehicles.

In addition to the 4 percent state sales tax, most parishes

and many municipalities have a local sales tax ranging

from 1 percent to 5.5 percent. The rate of tax is based

upon the domicile of the purchaser, not the location of

the seller. The state and local sales taxes are paid by the

purchaser to the Office of Motor Vehicles, Department

of Public Safety and Corrections at the time the vehicles

are registered or titled, along with applicable fees for reg-

istration. The documents required to register a motor

vehicle are (1) a manufacturer’s statement of origin or

previous owner’s title, (2) a notarized bill of sale or deal-

er’s invoice containing a description of vehicle being sold

and any trade-in, (3) if financed, a certified copy of the

chattel mortgage agreement, and (4) proof of insurance.

A certificate of title in the purchaser’s name will not be

issued until all taxes and fees have been paid and required

documents have been furnished. 

Vehicles Purchased In State

Sales tax on motor vehicles purchased in this State are

payable by the 20th day of the month following the

month in which the vehicle is purchased. Registration

and payment of taxes and fees may be made through the

retail dealer or directly to the Office of Motor Vehicles.

Vehicles Purchased Out of State

Sales tax on motor vehicles purchased outside of

Louisiana for use in Louisiana are payable by the 20th

day of the month following the month the vehicle  first 

Motor Vehicle Sales Tax
This brochure has been prepared as a brief guide to the
Louisiana State Sales and Use Taxes on motor vehicles
used in Louisiana. It also describes certain exemptions and
penalties. This information is general and cannot cover
every situation. For assistance, please write to: Motor
Vehicle Audit Section, Office Audit Division, Department
of Revenue, P. O. Box 66783, Baton Rouge, LA 70896-
6783, or call (225)219-2438. Or, you may call the nearest
regional/district office of the Department listed below:

Alexandria

900 Murray Street, Room B-100

318-487-5333

Baton Rouge

617 North Third st.

225-219-7318

Lafayette

825 Kaliste Saloom Road

Brandywine III, Suite 150

337-262-5455

Lake Charles

One Lakeshore Drive, Suite 1550

337-491-2504

Monroe

122 St. John Street, Room 105

318-362-3151

New Orleans

1555 Poydras Street, Suite 900

504-568-5233

Shreveport

1525 Fairfield Avenue

318-676-7505

Thibodaux

1418 Tiger Drive

985-447-0976

Dallas, TX

4100 Spring Valley Road

Suite 315-LB#15

214-701-9682

Houston, TX

5177 Richmond Avenue, Suite 325

713-629-8335

enters Louisiana. A credit against the 4 percent state sales

tax will be granted to residents who paid a similar tax on

the purchase of the motor vehicle in the other state if that

state allows a credit for taxes paid in Louisiana. A credit

cannot be allowed for taxes paid in a foreign country. 

Note: The credit is granted on a rate-to-rate basis and not

dollar-to-dollar.

Vehicles Brought into Louisiana 

by New Residents

A use tax is due on the fair market value of a motor vehi-

cle brought into Louisiana by a new resident who previ-

ously registered the vehicle in another state or a foreign

country. This use tax is payable by the 20th day of the

month following the month the vehicle first enters

Louisiana. A credit against the 4 percent state use tax will

be granted to taxpayers who paid a similar tax on the sale

or use of this vehicle in another state if that state allows

new residents a credit for taxes paid in Louisiana. (See

note above.) This credit cannot be allowed to new resi-

dents from a foreign country. No use tax is required of a

Louisiana resident who moves out of state and later

moves back to Louisiana, bringing a vehicle previously

titled in his name in Louisiana.  

Exemptions from Sales and Use Taxes

Military personnel are exempt from payment of use tax

on motor vehicles imported into Louisiana while on

active duty, providing they have proof that sales tax was

previously paid on their vehicle in one of the 50 states. In

addition, a photocopy of their military ID and orders, or

a statement from their commanding officer, verifying

they are active duty military personnel is required.


