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Read this story to learn about events happening in a young girl’s 

neighbourhood. 

  

One Little Can 
by David LaRochelle 

 

  Rachel scowled in disgust as she walked to the school bus stop. 
Her neighbourhood looked like a junk yard. The sidewalk was 
littered with newspapers and candy wrappers. The front door to 
Lee’s Grocery was covered with ugly graffiti. It was spring, but 
instead of green grass and flowers, the yards seemed to be 

sprouting broken branches and trash. 

  ―Yuck!‖ Rachel said as she brought her foot back to kick a soda 
can off the curb. Then she changed her mind, picked the can up, 
and tossed it into a litter basket on the corner. She hurried to 

meet her friends at the bus stop. 

  Mr. Lee scowled as he looked out his grocery store window. 
―Hmph,‖ he said as the girl passed by. She’s probably another 
troublemaker, he thought. One of those kids who spray-painted 

graffiti all over my door. Kids today are just no good. 

  To confirm his suspicion, the girl stepped back to kick a piece of 

garbage into the street. What she did next, though, surprised him. 
She bent down, picked up the old can, and dropped it into a trash 

can. 

 5 That’s a switch, thought Mr. Lee. 

  All morning as he unboxed soup cans and cereal boxes, he kept 
picturing that girl. At noon, when he walked to the corner to mail a 
letter, he noticed the litter that had piled up in front of his store. 
He thought of that girl again, then got a broom and started 

sweeping the walk. 

  Mrs. Polansky peered out from between the window blinds in her 
living room. A crumpled sheet of newspaper blew into her yard 
and got snagged on a rosebush. She hated living across the street 
from Lee’s Grocery. Customers were always dropping their trash  
in front of the store and invariably1 it would blow into her yard. 
   

1invariably: almost always 
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  Maybe I should write a letter to the city council, she thought, or 
call the mayor. If Mr. Lee is going to let his store be such an 

eyesore, maybe it should be shut down. 

  Just then Mr. Lee walked out of his door. Mrs. Polansky quickly 
shut the blinds, but when she peeked out again, he was sweeping 

up the  trash on his sidewalk. 

10 That’s a change, thought Mrs. Polansky. 

  A few minutes later, when she went to let her cat out, she noticed 
that the stray newspaper had unsnagged itself from her rosebush 
and was tumbling into the next yard. She caught a glimpse of Ms. 

Sinclaire, her neighbour, frowning at her from the porch. 

  Mrs. Polansky looked around her own unkempt2 yard. 

  ―Well, Fluffy,‖ she said to her cat, ―Mr. Lee isn’t the only one who 

can do a bit of outdoor spring cleaning.‖ 

  She went inside and got her work gloves and a trash bag. 

15 When Rachel got off the school bus that afternoon, the first thing 
she noticed was the woman planting geraniums around the edges 
of her front walk. A fat gray cat was swatting at a butterfly that 
flitted among the bright red blossoms. Hadn’t that yard been 
strewn with dead branches and soggy newspapers this morning? 
Several other yards looked tidier, too. She even spotted a pair of 

crocuses peeking up from a freshly raked garden. 

  When she passed Lee’s Grocery, Mr. Lee was out front painting 
his door the colour of a spring sky. He smiled at her as she 

walked by. 

  Maybe my neighbourhood doesn’t look so bad after all, Rachel 
thought. She knelt down and picked up a lone candy bar wrapper, 
slam-dunked it into the litter basket, and sang out loud the rest 
of the way home. 

   

2unkempt: messy 
 

―One Little Can‖ by David LaRochelle.  

http://www.mdk12.org/mspp/k_8/pr_grade4_reading.html 
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Read this article to learn how plants can be used in unexpected ways. 

  

Plants: Nature’s Way of Helping the Environment 
 

 

 Every year, we use more of 
Earth’s resources to meet our 
many wants and needs. This 
means that our impact on the 
environment is also growing. 
In many parts of the world 
there are shortages of 

resources, as well as 
environmental problems such 
as soil, water, and air 
pollution. 

 Scientists are starting to use 
plants to help repair damage 
caused by our use of 
resources, and to help keep 
our environment healthy. 

 Cleaning Soil and Water 

 Scientists are using their 
knowledge of how plants grow 
to help clean up soil and 
water that is polluted with 
harmful chemicals. They know 
that as plants take up 
nutrients and water from the 
soil, they also take up these 

chemicals. So they are using 
common plants like 
sunflowers, poplar and willow 
trees, and cabbages to clean 
up soil and water pollution. 

 In Chilliwack, British Columbia, 
scientists are using plants to 
clean up lead and copper from 

a gun-firing range used by the 
Canadian military. The plants 
take up the minerals as they 
grow. Once they are fully 
grown, the plants are chopped 
down, and the minerals are 
disposed of safely. 

5 Trees like willows and poplars 
are also being used to clean up 
polluted water and soil.  
A poplar tree can filter almost 
100 L of polluted water a day. 

 Green Roofs 

 

 Green roofs, like this one on the 
Vancouver Public Library, help clean 

the air, save energy, and provide a 
home for birds and insects. 

 Most people would never think 
of growing a lawn on the roof, 
but scientists have found a 
very good reason for growing 
lawns and gardens on the 
roofs of buildings: these roofs 
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help keep the environment 
healthy. 

 Green roofs keep buildings 
warmer in winter and cooler in 
summer, so less energy is 
needed to heat and cool them. 
Green roofs keep the air 
cleaner by taking in harmful 
gases, dust, and other 
pollutants in the air, and by 
putting out oxygen. Green 
roofs also add green space to  

a community that attracts 
birds and insects, and can be 
used to grow food. 

 Making “Plastic” from 
Plants 

 Scientists have discovered 
another important use for 
plants—plants can replace 
plastic in many products. 
Plastic is lightweight, strong, 
and cheap, but it is not 
biodegradable.1 It takes 
hundreds of years to break 
down and return to Earth. 
Also, the chemicals used in 
making plastics can pollute 
the air, water, and soil. 
  

1biodegradable: capable of  
  decomposing or breaking down 

 

 This fork made from plant materials 
becomes compost in about 45 days. 

 Now scientists are using 

material from corn, wheat, 
palm trees, and other 
common plants to replace 
some plastic products. 
Already, inventors have 
created plant-based grocery 
bags, disposable dishes, 
packaging, and disposable 
diapers. After it is used, a 
product made from plants can 

be thrown into a compost pile. 
The compost can be used as a 
fertilizer to help grow more 
plants. 

 
―Plants: Nature’s Way of Helping  

the Environment‖.  

Science Probe 5. pp. 212–213.  

Nelson, a division of Thomson Canada Ltd.  

Toronto, ON. 2006. 
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2012 Foundation Skills Assessment  

Grade 4 

Reading Comprehension Sample Responses 

 
 

 

One Little Can and Plants: Nature’s Way of Helping the Environment 
 

 

 1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference?  

          (4 marks) 
  
 
 

SAMPLE RESPONSES 
 

 The following sample responses are listed to support the use of the  

Grade 4 Reading Scoring Rubric. The suggestions are not complete,  

and they should not be used as a checklist. Students may refer to both 

passages explicitly or one passage explicitly and the other implicitly. 

Specific text information/support may include, but is not restricted to  

the following: 

 

 • Rachel picks up one piece of garbage which causes other people to 

make changes (One Little Can). 

 • Sweeping the front of the store results in other people cleaning up their 

yards (One Little Can). 

 • Growing grass on roofs keeps buildings cooler and warmer and helps 

clean the air (Plants). 

 • Planting trees and grass keeps the environment cleaner in small ways 

(Plants). 

 • Using plant-based products instead of plastics because they are 

biodegradable (Plants). 

 • Tidying yards, planting flowers, picking up old newspapers, etc. 

encourages others to take care (One Little Can). 

 • Taking care of one’s community leads to positive feelings (One  

Little Can). 

 

 

 Note: Other answers may be possible. 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 1 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 2 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 3 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 4 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 5 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 6 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 7 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 8 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 

 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 15 
 

Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 9 

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 10  

1. How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 11  

1.  How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

     a difference? 
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Grade 4 Reading – Exemplar # 12  

1.  How do both passages show that simple changes can make  

     a difference? 

 

 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 19 
 

 
 
 

FSA 2012 Exemplars 
 
 
 

Grade 4 
 

Short Writing 
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Writing Topic 

“Improving My School” 

 
 

Students go to school in a variety of places. Imagine that  
you have been chosen to be in charge of making positive 
improvements to your school. What improvements would  
you make? How would these improvements make your  
school better?  
 
Write about the improvements you make and the reasons 
they would make your school better. 
 
Your writing should be about one to two pages long. 
Remember to double-space your writing. 

 
 

 
 

 

Criteria  

(Personal Response) 

“Improving My School” 

 

 

 Check your work for the following:  
 
 • Does my writing explain my ideas clearly?  

 • Have I used enough detail?  

 • Did I stay on topic?  

 • Do all of my sentences make sense?  

 • Did I make corrections in spelling,  
  punctuation, and word choice?  
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 1   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 2   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 3   
 

“Improving My School” 

 

 

 

 



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 26 
 

Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 4   
 

“Improving My School” 

 

 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 27 
 

Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 5   
 

“Improving My School” 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 28 
 

 
  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 29 
 

 
Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 6   

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 7   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 8   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 9   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 10   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 11   
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 Short Writing – Exemplar # 12  
 

“Improving My School” 
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Grade 4 
 

Long Writing 
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Writing Topic 

“Treasure” 

 

Imagine that you have discovered a treasure. What 
happens after your discovery? 
 
Write an imaginative story about what happens after your 
discovery. 
 
Your story should be about two to four pages long. 
Remember to double-space your writing. 

 
 

Criteria 
(Story / Narrative) 

“Treasure” 

 

 

 Check your work for the following:  
 
 • Did I write an interesting story?  

 • Does my story include details to make it  
  interesting?  

 • Does my story have a beginning, middle,  
  and end?  

 • Does my story have interesting characters?  

 • Did I choose words and ideas to make my  
  reader feel something (happy, sad,  
  surprised, excited)?  

 • Did I make corrections in spelling,  
  punctuation and word choice?  
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 1  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 2  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 3 
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 4  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 5  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 6  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 7  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 8  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 9  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 10  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 11  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4 Long Writing – Exemplar # 12  
 

“Treasure” 
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Grade 4  
 

Numeracy 
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FSA 2012 Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 
 

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  
allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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2012 Foundation Skills Assessment  

Grade 4 

Numeracy Solutions 

 
 

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  
allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 SCORING RATIONALES 

 

Concept:  2A9–demonstrate an understanding of addition with answers to 100 using 

personal strategies for adding; creating and solving problems that 

involve addition. 

  3A6–describe and apply mental mathematics strategies for adding two 2-

digit numbers. 

  4A5–describe and apply mental mathematics strategies such as skip 

counting, doubling, using repeated doubling. 
 

Strategies:  Use patterns; tables, charts; repeated addition. 
 

Accuracy: Students will determine the seven combinations of numbers of wheels so that 

the total is 12. 
 

Representation 

Communication: The reader is able to easily understand the strategy used as the work is 

clear, detailed, organized and efficient. 

 

 

 

 

 



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 77 
 

Possible Solution 1: 

 a) 6b 12  

 b) 4b 1w 12  

 c) 3b  2t 12  

 d) 2b  2w 12  

 e) 1b  2t 1w 12  

 f) 4t 12  

 g) 3w 12  
 

Key:  

b  2

t  3

w  4

 

 

 

 

Possible Solution 2: 

 

2 Wheels 3 Wheels 4 Wheels Total 

6 – – 12 

4 – 1 12 

3 2 – 12 

2 – 2 12 

1 2 1 12 

– 4 – 12 

– – 3 12 

 

 

Note: Students may use words, pictures or numbers in their response. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 1  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 2  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 3  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 4  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 5  

1.  Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

     allowed on the school playground. 
  Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
  Use a strategy to show all the  
  possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

(4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 6  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 7  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 8  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 87 
 

Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 9  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 10  

1.  Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

     allowed on the school playground. 
  Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
  Use a strategy to show all the  
  possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 11  

1.  Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

     allowed on the school playground. 
  Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
  Use a strategy to show all the  
  possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 1 – Exemplar # 12  

1. Wagons, bicycles and tricycles were  

allowed on the school playground. 
Braden saw 12 wheels. 

 
Use a strategy to show all the  
possible ways he could see 12 wheels. 

   (4 marks) 
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FSA 2011 Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 
 

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in 
boxes E, F, G, H, I, and J? 

 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
Use a strategy to show your solution.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part Two: 
Explain the pattern rule. 
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2012 Foundation Skills Assessment 

Grade 4 

Numeracy Solutions 

 
2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
 

  If this pattern continues, how many books 
will be in boxes E, F, G, H, I, and J? 

 (4 marks) 
  Part One: 
  Use a strategy to show your solution.  
 

  Part Two: 
  Explain the pattern rule. 
  

SCORING RATIONALES 

Concept: 3B1–Demonstrate an understanding of increasing patterns by describing and 

extending. 

 4B1–Identify and describe patterns found in tables, charts… 

 4B3–Represent and describe patterns by extending patterns to solve a given 

problem. 

Strategies: Students may use pictures. Students may list cartons showing the addition 

equation for each term. 

Accuracy: Students will be able to determine the number of books in the next six boxes; 18, 

24, 31, 39, 45, 58. Students will be able to determine the pattern rule. 

Representation 

Communication: The reader is able to easily understand the process used because work is clear, 

detailed and organized. All work is shown. 

 

Part One, Possible Solution: 

Box E 13 + 5 = 18 

Box F 18 + 6 = 24 

Box G 24 + 7 = 31 

Box H 31 + 8 = 39 

Box I 39 + 9 = 48 

Box J 48 + 10 = 58 
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They might also draw pictures. 
 

 

Part Two, Possible Ways to State the Rule: 

1. An increasing pattern that starts at 4 and adds 2, 3, 4, 5… 

2. Start at 4, goes up by 2 and then 1 more each time. 

 

Note: Students may use words, pictures or numbers in their response to both parts. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 1  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 2  

 

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 3  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 

 

 
 

 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 97 
 

Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 4  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 5  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 6  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 7  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 8  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 9  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 10  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 11  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Question 2 – Exemplar # 12  

2.  Raja noticed a pattern as he put books in the boxes. 
 

 
If this pattern continues, how many books will be in boxes E, F, 

G, H, I, and J? 
 (4 marks) 

Part One: 
 Use a strategy to show your solution. 
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2012 Rationales for Grade 4 Exemplars – Reading 

 
Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 1: Score 3 

 

 Comprehension of the passage and task 

 Generally purposeful and coherent 

 Some interpretation and insight 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 2: Score 2 

 

 Minimal elaboration 

 Insight in a simplistic way 

 Partially complete 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 3: Score 4 

 

 Accurate and complete response 

 Thorough understanding 

 Clear and detailed 

 Makes personal connections 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 4: Score 1 

 

 Inaccurate interpretation 

 Simple, brief 

 No supporting ideas 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 5: Score 2 

 

 Partially complete 

 Some comprehension of the task 

 Little integration of information or supporting evidence 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 6: Score 3 

 

 Mostly relevant material 

 Some insight, interpretation 

 Clear understanding of the task 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 7: Score 3 

 

 Some supporting details 

 Comprehension of the task is clearly evident 

 Includes details with some elaboration 

 Some integration of ideas 
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Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 8: Score 4 

 

 Accurate and complete 

 Insightful comprehension 

 Integrates relevant details 

 Shows interpretation 

 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 9: Score 1 

 

 Some inaccurate information 

 Brief, no elaboration 

 No supporting ideas 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 10: Score 2 

 

 Simplistic interpretation 

 Some comprehension of the passage 

 Minimal relevant elaboration 

 

 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 11: Score 3 

 

 Comprehension of the passage 

 Generally purposeful and coherent 

 Mostly relevant material 

Grade 4 Reading Exemplar # 12: Score 4 

 

 Complete 

 Clear, detailed and elaborated 

 Integrated with specific, relevant detail 

 Shows insight 

 

  



FSA 2012 Grade 4 Provincial Exemplars  Page 109 
 

2012 Rationales for Grade 4 Exemplars – Short Writing 

 
Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 1: Score 3 

 

 Clear link to the topic 

 Generally organised and developed 

 Some supporting details and explanation 

 Uses a variety of sentence beginning words 

 Generally focused beginning, middle and ending 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 2: Score 2 

 

 Some evidence showing a link to the topic 

 Ideas are partially developed 

 Somewhat focused 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 3: Score 1 

 

 Purpose of topic unclear 

 Ideas unrelated to the topic 

 Little development; is confusing 

 Frequent errors 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 4: Score 4 

 

 Insightful comprehension of the task 

 Complete 

 Purposeful and thoughtful 

 Demonstrates insight 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 5: Score 3 

 

 Clear link to the topic 

 Some supporting details, reasons and explanations 

 Organized logically 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 6: Score 2 

 

 Link to topic 

 Some detail included 

 Insight in a simplistic way 

 Some organization 
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Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 7: Score 3 

 

 Sense of voice 

 Generally organized 

 Clear link to topic 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 8: Score 4 

 

 Addresses task with clear purpose 

 Ideas are fully developed and supported 

 Effective sentence patterns 

 Organised and logically sequenced 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 9: Score 3 

 

 Clear link to topic 

 Ideas mostly developed 

 Generally relies on direct language 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 10: Score 1 

 

 Ideas not developed 

 Relevant details absent 

 Lacks organization 

 Frequent errors 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 11 Score 2 

 

 Uneven development; list-like 

 Some evidence showing link to topic 

 Simple language 

 

Grade 4 Short Writing Exemplar # 12: Score 1 

 

 Writing is brief 

 Few relevant details 

 Ideas disjointed 
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2012 Rationales for Grade 4 Exemplars – Long Writing 

 
Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 1: Score 3 

 

 Generally includes beginning, middle and end 

 Attempts sense of voice 

 Uses variety of sentences 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 2: Score 2 

 

 Some sense of organization and story 

 Generally simple language and sentence structure 

 Some evidence of beginning, middle and an abrupt ending 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 3: Score 2 

 Ideas are not clearly developed 

 Some sense of organization 

 Frequent errors in conventions make it hard to understand 

 Some sense of story 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 4: Score 4 

 

 Originality 

 Ideas supported with engaging details 

 Use of  figurative language 

 Includes a beginning, middle, and ending 

 Characters have “personality” 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 5: Score 3 

 

 Ideas are generally organized 

 Elaborates on main idea 

 Beginning, middle and end 

 Variety of sentences  

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 6: Score 4 

 

 Story is clear and original 

 Language flows smoothly and shows some variety 

 Fully developed and clearly focused 

 Includes beginning, middle and end.   
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Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 7: Score 3 

 

 Sense of purpose 

 Some supporting details 

 Direct language with some variety 

 Generally includes a focused beginning, middle and attempts ending 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 8: Score 3 

 

 Attempts individuality 

 Somewhat developed ideas 

 Some language variety 

 Ending is abrupt 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 9: Score 2 

 

 Simple sentences with little variety 

 Some sense of organization 

 Ideas partially developed 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 10: Score 1 

 

 Little sense of story 

 Simple language with limited vocabulary 

 Some errors interfere with meaning 

 Little development among events 

 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 11: Score 3 

 

 Generally organized and logically sequenced 

 Beginning, middle and end 

 Attempts sense of voice 

 

Grade 4 Long Writing Exemplar # 12: Score 4 

 

 Clearly focused and developed 

 Variety of sentence structures 

 Originality of language 

 Strong sense of voice 

 Correct use of conventions 
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2012 Rationales for Grade 4 Exemplars – Numeracy Q #1 
 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar # 1:  Score 4 

 

 applied relevant concepts and skills appropriately 

 an appropriate strategy is correctly implemented 

 a correct solution (7 combinations) 

 work is clear, detailed and organized 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar #2 – Score: 3 

 

 relevant concepts and skills are applied accurately 

 an appropriate strategy is generally implemented 

 a correct solution with calculation errors (3 3 2 2 incorrect) 

 work is clear and easy to follow 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar # 3:  Score 2 

 

 some relevant concepts and skills are applied appropriately 

 an appropriate strategy is used but is not carried out far enough 

 a partially correct solution; 2 combinations 

 work is clear 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar #4 – Score: 1 

 

 relevant concepts and skills are not applied appropriately  

 an inappropriate strategy  

 incorrect solution 

 a start beyond just copying data 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar #5 – Score: 2 

 

 some relevant concepts applied 

 an appropriate strategy is implemented incorrectly 

 a partially correct solution 

 much of the work is clear 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar #6 – Score: 3 

 

 most relevant concepts and skills applied appropriately  

 an appropriate strategy is generally implemented  

 solution not fully complete, with calculation errors (6 correct, 3 incorrect) 

 work is clean, detailed and organized 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar # 7:  Score 4 

 

 complete understanding of the problem 

 all relevant skills and concepts applied  

 appropriate strategy is fully implemented 

 correct solution, 7 correct combinations, no incorrect combinations but has one duplicate  

 work is clear, detailed and organized 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar # 8:  Score 1 

 

 relevant concepts are not applied appropriately 

 an inappropriate strategy is used 

 incorrect solution  

 a start beyond copying 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar # 9:  Score 2 

 

 some relevant concepts and skills are applied appropriately 

 an appropriate strategy is used but is not carried out far enough 

 a partially correct solution; 3 correct combinations and an incorrect solution 

 work is clear 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar #10 – Score: 4 

 

 all relevant skills and concepts applied 

 appropriate strategy fully implemented 

 correct solution: 7 correct combinations 

 work is generally clear and easy to follow 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar #11– Score: 3 

 

 most relevant concepts and skills applied appropriately 

 appropriate strategy is generally implemented 

 solution may not be fully complete 

 work is generally clear 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q1 Exemplar # 12:  Score 1 

 

 relevant concepts and skills are not applied appropriately 

 an inappropriate strategy is used that does not lead to a solution 

 incorrect solution  

 work is incomplete 
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2012 Rationales for Grade 4 Exemplars – Numeracy Q #2 
 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #1 – Score: 4 

 

 relevant concepts and skills are applied accurately 

 an appropriate strategy is correctly implemented 

 a correct solution 

 work is clear, detailed and organized 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #2 – Score: 3 

 

 most relevant concepts are applied appropriately 

 appropriate strategy is generally implemented 

 correct solution but not fully complete (pattern rule) 

 work is generally clear 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #3 – Score: 2 

 

 some relevant concepts and skills are applied appropriately 

 appropriate strategy implemented incorrectly 

 partially correct solution with calculation errors 

 some information omitted (pattern rule) 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar # 4:  Score 1 

 

 relevant concepts and skills not applied appropriately 

 inappropriate strategy 

 incorrect solution  

 a start beyond just copying data (an incorrect increasing pattern) 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #5 – Score: 1 

 

 relevant concepts and skills are not applied appropriately 

 inappropriate strategy; does not lead to a correct solution 

 incorrect solution  

 a start beyond just copying data 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #6 – Score: 2 

 

 some relevant concepts and skills applied appropriately 

 appropriate strategy implemented incorrectly 

 a partially correct solution; correct pattern rule but the number of books do not follow it 

 work is clear 
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Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #7 – Score: 4 

 

 relevant concepts and skills applied appropriately 

 appropriate strategy correctly implemented 

 solution complete but pattern rule is shown in the solution rather than being explained 

 work clear, detailed and organized 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #8 – Score: 3 

 

 most relevant concepts and skills applied  

 appropriate strategy is generally implemented 

 a correct solution with calculation error between F & G, but correct pattern rule 

 clear and easy to follow 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #9 – Score: 4 

 

 relevant concepts and skills applied appropriately  

 appropriate strategy fully implemented 

 correct solution and pattern rule 

 generally clear and easy to follow 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar #10 – Score: 3 

 

 most relevant concepts and skills are applied 

 a partially correct solution, with some calculation errors 

 appropriate strategy is generally implemented 

 work is generally clear 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar # 11:  Score 1 

 

 some relevant concepts are applied 

 an inappropriate strategy is used 

 incorrect solution 

 a start beyond copying data 

 

Grade 4 Numeracy Q2 Exemplar # 12:  Score 2 

 

 some relevant concepts and skills are applied appropriately 

 an appropriate strategy is used but implemented incorrectly (misinterpreted the pattern rule) 

 a partially correct solution 

 work is generally clear 

 

 

 


