
Science Fiction Story Rubric 

 Advanced Proficient In Progress… 
Plot  
(20 pts) 

-The exposition in the story is 
clear. 
-There is a clear climax in the 
story. 
-The story comes to a clear 
resolution. (18-20 pts) 

- The exposition in the story is 
clear. 
-There is a clear climax in the story. 
-The story comes to a clear 
resolution. 
-  One section of the plot may be 
unclear or over/under-developed. 
(16-17 pts) 

-more than one section of 
the plot is unclear or 
over/under developed 
(15-0 pts) 

Setting  
(10 pts) 
 
 
 

-The setting is clearly described 
including time and place. The 
setting of the story impacts the 
plot.(9-10 pts) 

-The setting may be general 
including time and place. Setting 
connects to the plot. 
(8 pts) 

- It is unclear where the 
story takes place and/or 
how the setting impacts the 
plot. (7-0 pts) 

Science 
Fiction 
Elements 
including 
research 
(10 pts) 

-The story incorporates many 
science fiction elements or the 
science fiction element is well-
thought out and researched. 
Specific researched details 
enhance the storyline and 
define the genre. (9-10 pts) 

-The story incorporates at least 
one science fiction element. Details 
are present and help define the 
genre in a general way. (8 pts) 

-The story incorporates 
one science fiction element. 
Researched details are 
missing, undeveloped or 
incorrectly explained. 
(7 pts) 

Character-
ization 
 (5 pts) 

-Characters are well-developed  
- Many parts of the story 
describe the characters in 
clear detail. 
- The characters traits 
revealed through interesting 
dialogue.  (5 pts) 

- Characters are fully developed. 
-The story describes the characters 
in a general way. 
-Dialogue is present 
(4 pts) 

- description is general and 
may feel incomplete. 
Dialogue may be missing 
(3-0 pts) 
 

Theme  
(5 pts) 
Theme 
statement: 
 
 
 

-The story includes a well-
developed theme, central idea or 
message. 
- I’ve underlined two or more 
places in my story where my 
theme is supported.  (5 pts) 

-The story includes a well-
developed theme, central idea or 
message. 
- I’ve underlined one place in my 
story where my theme is supported. 
(4 pts) 

-The story has a topic, but 
the overall theme, central 
idea, or message is unclear. 
 (3-0 pts)  

Style 
 (5 pts) 

- Interesting figurative 
language and creative word 
choice enhances the story and 
allows reader to picture the 
story. 
Word choice feels above grade 
level 
-Sentences are varied in length. 
(5 pts) 

figurative language and creative 
word choice are present in the 
story. 
-words chosen are at grade level 
-The parts of the story are smooth 
and clear. 
-Sentences are varied in length. 
(4 pts) 

Figurative language and 
creative word choice are 
present but may feel out 
of place or unusual to the 
story  
-Sentence variety is 
attempted. 
(3-0 pts) 

Mechanics 
(5 pts) 

-There are 2-0 errors in 
capitalization, spelling and 
punctuation. 
-The manuscript is clean and 
ready to publish. (5 pts) 

-There are 3-5 errors in 
capitalization, spelling, 
punctuation, grammar, or sentence 
structure, but they do not take 
away from the meaning in the story. 
(4 pts) 

-There are more than 6 
errors.  They may take 
away from the reader’s 
understanding of the 
story at times. (3-0 pts) 

 



 


