
Fin 3350 Financial Management 

Course Syllabus – Fall 2013 

Instructor: Dr. Elvan Aktas 

Office: Pound Hall 103B 

Phone: 245 3812 

Dept. Office: 333 5967 

E-mail: eaktas@valdosta.edu 

Office Hours: MWF 10:20 - 11:30 AM and by appointment 

 

Text: Brigham and Houston, Fundamentals of Financial Management, 13
th

 Edition, South-

Western, 2013. 

 

Calculator:  Proficient use of a financial calculator is recommended to get through the course. 

Exam problems involve complex arithmetic and financial calculations that sometimes necessitate 

a financial calculator.  I recommend either the HP 10-B or the HP 17-B.  The HP 10-B is less 

expensive and does all needed calculations; the HP 17-B, however, is easier to use once you get 

used to it.  The choice is yours.  You are responsible for learning how to operate your calculator.  

Bring your calculator to class and exams. 

 

Course Description: This course is designed for all business students, not just finance majors: 

An introductory survey to the fundamental principles of corporate financial management. 

Normative analysis of investment and financing decisions of a corporation are provided. In 

addition, issues concerning the management of working capital and financial planning are 

addressed. Please refer to VSU’s Undergraduate Catalog for related issues and prerequisites. 

 

Prerequisite:  A grade of C or better in ACCT 2102, ECON 2106 and BUSA2100. 

 

Exams:  We will have two midterm exams and a final. The midterm exams will not be 

cumulative (except for core concepts), but the final will be comprehensive (though weighted 

towards the final chapters). Midterm exams will be given during regularly scheduled class times 

in the same classroom. There won’t be any make-up midterms, and the grading component for 

the missed midterm (with a valid excuse of course, i.e. doctor’s note etc., something you can 

document) will accrue to the final (please make sure you understand what I mean by that before 

you plan any adventures, unexcused absences from exams will result in a grade of 0 from that 

exam). You can request a regrade of your exam during the one-week period after the respective 

exam date (after that week, no regrades will be considered). Please note that I will regrade the 

entire exam, and your score may increase OR decrease as a result of the regrade. 

 

Grading:  Components will be weighted as follows: 

  Quizzes/Homework…………. 10% 

  Exam No. 1............................... 25% 

  Exam No. 2............................... 25% 

  Final.......................................... 40% 

 

 

 



Contacting the Professor: 

Please feel free to come by during my office hours. That’s your time, and students will get my 

undivided attention. Outside of office hours, you must call or send an e-mail to me a few days 

beforehand to set up an appointment to see me. I am more than happy to spend time with you--I 

just ask that you set up a time first. If you are looking for an explanation of how to do something 

complicated, then don't call me but schedule a time to visit me at the office.  

All communication will be through VSU e-mail. Make sure your VSU e-mail is working or 

forwarded appropriately. It is the students’ responsibility to make sure they are getting all the 

announcements made by the instructor, either in class or through e-mail. 

 

Attendance: 

Based on VSU policy, attendance is required and will be monitored by the professor. Absences 

from class and examinations will be excused only if the student provides verifiable 

documentation of accident, illness, or a university or legal obligation. Undocumented absences 

from examinations will result in a score of zero. Late assignments will not be accepted without 

verifiable documentation of an accident or a family or medical emergency. 

 

Incompletes: 

No student will be given an incomplete in the course without a verifiable accident, illness, or 

severe family emergency. If at all possible, these situations must be discussed with the professor 

prior to the end of the semester, in order for an incomplete to be given. 

 

Extra Credit: 

There will be no extra credit awarded to any student for any reason. Please don’t ask. The only 

exception to this is the extra credit for completing the online SOI survey on time. We will 

determine the details of this together in class. 

 

Academic Honesty: 

Cheating on examinations or plagiarism will result in a score of “F” on the assignment in 

question. If you have any questions concerning university policy on academic honesty, please 

see the Student Handbook. 

In addition, a Student Conduct Incident Report (SCIR) for reporting issues with student 

conduct or a Report of Academic Dishonesty (RAD) for reporting academic dishonesty issues 

will be filed for every relevant incident. 

 

Special Needs: 

Students requesting classroom accommodations or modifications due to a documented disability 

must contact the Access Office for Students with Disabilities located in the Farber Hall. The 

phone numbers are 245-2498 (V/VP) and 219-1348 (TTY). Students requiring special 

accommodations should inform me (privately) of their situation or circumstances after they go 

through the procedures of Special Services Office. 

 

Notes: 
1. Reading the text is required. 

2. All exams will be closed book. 

3. If you should be late for an exam, no extra time will be allotted to you. 



4. Cheaters will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  Please note the following 

 statement: 

 “A fundamental principle of academic, business, and community life is honesty.  

Violation of this ethical concept will result in penalties ranging from a grade of “F” in the 

course to dismissal from the University.  In all penalties, a letter of fact will be included in the 

student’s file.” 

5. Trips outside the classroom during any exam will not be allowed.  This includes the 

restrooms. 

6. You will be responsible for any material covered in class that is not in your text. 

7. You should bring your text to class. 

8. You are responsible for withdrawing from the class should you decide to do so. 

9. You are expected to be on time for class.  This is especially important for exam dates. 

10. Cell phones or other electronic devices are not allowed in class. Please keep them off 

while you are in the classroom. 

11. Disruptive behavior in the classroom will not be tolerated. Please refer to your Student 

Handbook. 

12. Audio or video recording of the lectures are not permitted. 

 

Goals and Learning Objectives: 

The programs of the Langdale College of Business are accredited by AACSB International – The 

Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. Less than one-third of the business 

programs in the United States have achieved this distinction of quality.   To maintain our 

commitment to quality, the Langdale College faculty and administration have identified goals 

and learning objectives that provide students with the knowledge, skills, and ethical and global 

awareness needed for successful managerial and professional careers.  The learning objectives 

addressed by this course are: 

Goal:   Business majors will be competent in management-specific areas (finance).   

Students will: 

1. demonstrate a basic knowledge of the time value of money. 

2. demonstrate a basic knowledge of security valuation. 

3. demonstrate a basic knowledge of capital structure. 

 

 

*** A document containing the full list of VSU, Langdale College of Business and finance major 

education outcomes is posted on our class space on the I: Drive. Please refer to VSU General 

Education Outcomes 1, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8; Langdale College of Business Outcomes 1, 2, 4,and 7; 

Finance Major Outcomes 1, 2, and 3. 


