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Health worker density and distribution

Abbreviated name Health worker density and distribution

Indicator name Health worker density and distribution (per 1000 population)

Domain Health systems 

Subdomain HSS

Associated terms Health workforce

Definition Number of health workers per 1000 population. 

Numerator Number of health workers by cadre.

Denominator Total population.

Disaggregation/ 
additional dimension

By cadre, including generalist medical practitioners, specialist medical practitioners (surgeons, anaesthetists, obstetricians, emergency medicine 
specialists, cardiologists, paediatricians, psychiatrists, ophthalmologists, gynaecologists, etc.), nursing and midwifery professionals, traditional and 
complementary medicine professionals, among others.

Distribution: place of employment (urban/rural), subnational (district)

Method of measurement National database or registry of health workers, preferably at individual level.

Method of estimation If there is a national database or registry, there should be regular assessment of completeness using census data, professional association registers, 
facility censuses, etc.

Health worker concentration: percentage of all health workers working in urban areas divided by percentage of total population in urban areas.

Measurement frequency Annual

Monitoring and  
evaluation framework

Input

Preferred data sources Health worker registry

Other possible data sources National health workforce database (aggregate)
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