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Celebrating 
Our 

25 Year 
Journey



This year we celebrate a quarter century of life as University 
City United Methodist Church. There have been many “ups” 
and some “downs” but God has blessed us through both.

Throughout our two and a half decades, there have been 
many servant leaders in the church that have faithfully 
followed the call the folks at Belmont Park UMC heard 25 
years ago. They walked in step with the Lord following Him to this corner of 
W.T. Harris and Sugar Creek Road. And for 25 years we have tried to follow 
the path the Lord has laid out for us.

Our journey has been exciting and life changing for us all. In looking back 
over the history of UCUMC the following seemed to sum us up our history. 
I believe it is true for us looking back and I pray it will describe us looking 
forward. It is called “Footprints” and many of you have read it. I think it 
describes our UCUMC journey so well:

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the 
beach with the LORD.

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For each scene he noticed 
two sets of footprints in the sand: one belonging to him, and the other 

to the LORD. 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked 
back at the footprints in the sand.

He noticed that many times along the path of his life there 
was only one set of footprints.

He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest 
times in his life.

This really bothered him and he questioned the LORD about it:

“LORD, you said that once I decided to follow you, you’d walk with 
me all the way.  But I have noticed that during the most troublesome 
times in my life, there is only one set of footprints. I don’t understand 
why when I needed you most you would leave me.” 



The LORD replied:  “My precious child, I love you and I would never 
leave you.  

During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of 
footprints, it was then that I carried you.”

Whether we look back at the past 25 years or whether we look 
forward to the next 25, may it be truthfully said, “we walked in His 
steps” all the way!
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OUR VISION:
To become a disciple making church.

OUR MISSION:
To make disciples by Loving God, Growing in Christ, and  

Reaching out to Others.

Brian Baylor 
Executive Director

Pastor Chad Cozad 
Pastoral Care Director

Pastor Ron Smith 
Senior Pastor



OUR CORE VALUES:

Unlimited Hospitality

Kristen HicklingTammy Cline

Committed to Growing in Christ

Bert Giles Ceil McGee Megan Leap

Tim Patrick Laura Jones

Uplifting Passionate Worship

Matt Guild Lee Zeigler Alisha  
Springer

Brian  
Bingham



Missions Focused

Pastor Ray  
McKinnon

Pastor Ray  
McKinnon

C alled to Serve

Administration

Ria Holtzhausen Phil ReedAnne Kelly

Blair  
Luther

eekday SchoolW

Tim Ennis



THE BIRTHING OF UNIVERSITY CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

   The birth of a new congregation comes as the response to God’s calling, a 
quickening of personal faith, and the desire to share the love of Christ with 
others.  On June 19, 1988, the congregation of Belmont Park United Methodist 
Church gave birth to a new congregation that was fostered in the faith and 
commitment of Belmont Park, and yet uniquely different because it was a 
church embracing new people, many whose roots were outside North Carolina, 
who united with people of Belmont Park to become a vision, light, and witness 
to the love of Christ in University City and beyond.  Its congregation was formed 
with persons living throughout Mecklenburg County and Cabarrus County, and 
representing the University of North Carolina in Charlotte. Therefore, this new 
congregation has world-wide implications. University City became a mission 
church in the richest sense of the word. 

Belmont Park was organized on 
Pegram Street in 1897 with Rev. 
J.A. Baldwin as its first minister. 
The church grew rapidly and 
by 1940, it had outgrown its 
property, and plans were made 
shortly thereafter to locate on 
Hawthorne Lane.  

The first service in the new 
church was held on Easter 

Sunday, 1953. The church at its peak had approximately 1,100 members.

   

Easter 1980, Belmont Park



With the passing of each year, the people of Belmont Park began to realize 
that if they were to have a meaningful, vital congregation, something drastic 
had to take place for the church to survive. In 1984, the Pastor-Parish Relations 
committee, Chaired by Harry Smith, in their first meeting with the church’s new 
minister, Dayle G. Groh, asked for prayerful leadership in helping the church to 
have a future of service. The Finance Committee, under the leadership of Bob 
Conder, began to look at present financial resources and at the future. Some 
basic hard questions were being asked. The minister was asking the members of 
the church, privately, if they would be in a favor of relocating. He soon realized 
that they were willing to make a new beginning. After considerable passage 
of time, the congregation of New Hope Missionary Baptist Church bought our 
property for $476,000.  

 Affordable property was difficult to find. At that time, choice 
property in the area was selling at $100,000 an acre. It was our belief 
that the success of a new congregation involved three basic concepts: 
location, location, location. We obtained an option on the Ratcliff 
property between Mallard Creek Road and Sweetwater development. 
This property was tied up in an estate involved with the Revenue Service. 
We waited and waited and nothing came to pass.

Through many negotiations the District purchased 12 acres at 
$25,000 an acre on the corner of Harris Blvd. and Cheshire Road, with an 
option to buy an additional 2 acres which were bought with funds from 
University City United Methodist Church. The 12 acres were bought in the latter 
part of 1987 and the remaining 2 acres in 1989.

On February 28, 1988, a Church Conference was held at Belmont Park 
Church at which time the Conference voted to dissolve Belmont Park on June 
30, 1988. 

Last Sunday at Belmont 
Park UMC June 26, 1988
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A Transition Committee was composed of persons representing Belmont 
Park, the District Mission Society, and the University City area. This Committee 
was given the responsibility of organizing the new congregation.  The New 
Mission Development Committee held its first meeting on March 13, 1988, at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Nick Susco. Dr. Tom Herin served as Chairperson of 
the Committee. The Committee was composed of the following persons:       

Elaine Bridgeman (Univ. City Area) Bishop L. Bevel Jones (Ex-Officio)
9701 Kent Village Drive (Wellingon) P.O. Box 18750
Charlotte, NC 28213 (549-1487)  Charlotte, NC 28218 (535-2260) 

Neil Brown (Belmont Park)  David Royster (Univ. City Area)
2152 Cloister Drive   1906 Bonnie Lane (College Downs)
Charlotte, NC 28211 (364-6877)  Charlotte, NC 28213 (549-1540)

Mary Colvin (Univ. City Area)  Nancy Schoeps (Dist. Mission Society)
6520 Dougherty Drive (Autumnwood) 1223 Marlwood Terrace
Charlotte, NC 28213 (597-5524)  Charlotte, NC 28209 (527-1945)

Mary Gillis (Belmont Park)  Harry O. Smith (Belmont Park)
7209 Leesburg Road   6737 Lancer Drive
Charlotte, NC 28215 (568-2041)  Charlotte, NC 28226 (364-6324)

Rev. Dale Groh (Ex-Officio)  Kim Watson (Univ. City Area)
6121 Vernedale Road   8315 Ballantray Place (Sweetwater)
Charlotte, NC 28212 (536-5764)  Charlotte, NC 28213 (547-1883)

Dr. Tom Herin (Ex-Officio, Chp.)  Dr. Loy Witherspoon (Dist. Mission Society)
4108 Park Road, Suite 301  9206 Sandburg Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28209 (525-3395)  Charlotte, NC 28213 (549-1207)

Eddie Hyland (Belmont Park)  Dr. Harold Wright, District Superintendent
7510 Linda Lake Drive   4108 Park Road, Suite 301   (Ex-Officio)
Charlotte, NC 28215 (537-2303)  Charlotte, NC 28209 (525-3395)



 There was a sense of vision and urgency among the members of the 
Committee. Plans were made to hold their first service on April 17, 1988, in Mallard 
Creek Elementary School. Carroll O. York, a member of Belmont Park Church, who 
worked for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School  System made arrangements with 
Dr. Sharon Canipe, Principal, to use the school for worship services and church 
school. Mallard Creek School had just recently opened. We obtained the names 
of approximately 1100 residents in the area and the following card was mailed to 
them:

“YOUR NEIGHBORS are building a new United Methodist Church in 
University City. Starting April 17, 1988, at 9 a.m., worship services will 
be held in Mallard Creek Elementary School on Mallard Creek Road, - 1.3 
Miles North of W.T. Harris Boulevard JOIN US! Together we can build on our 
recently purchased 12 acre tract and add a new, exciting dimension to the 
University City Area.  FOR INFORMATION call 334-4761.”

 At our first worship service in Mallard Creek School, 217 persons 
participated, a large group of that being from Belmont Park Church. The choir 
from Belmont Park sang at 9:00 AM and at 11:00 AM each Sunday.

Worshiping at Mallard 
Creek Elementary School

The Nursery at Mallard 
Creek Elementary School



The New Mission Development Committee also struggled with what name 
to recommend for the new congregation. Needless to say, many names were 
suggested- One evening when we were very tired, we began to see things with 
a sense of humor- Someone mentioned that the only 2 major landmarks in the 
University City Area were the   University and Charlotte Motor Speedway- It was 
suggested that we might call the new church: “Speedway to Heaven” United 
Methodist Church and build a large tower, paint it with white and black checkers 
with a large arrow pointing toward Heaven on top of it. Naturally, we would use 
stop and go checkered flags at convenient places- Eddie Hyland suggested that 
our motto be: “Get Out Of The Pits – Come Join Us.” More serious names were 
considered. The Committee worked on setting up a rotation system of Church 
Officers and the most significant task was to develop a Mission Statement which 
would state the essence of what we are about as the people of God.

On June 19, 1988, our Constituting Church Conference was held in Mallard 
Creek School. Dr. Harold Wright presented the morning message. Dr. Tom Herin 
and Rev. Dayle Groh also participated in the service. Charter Members were 
received, one infant was baptized, 3 adults received the sacrament of baptism, 
and five persons were received on Profession of Faith. 

The congregation voted to take as its name: UNIVERSITY CITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH.  A building Committee was selected with Robert Conder 
as Chairperson, Neil Brown, Vice Chairperson, Sam Cloninger, Mary Colvin, Dale 
Gillis, Curt Kennington, Lars Lippard, David Royster, Kim Watson, Carroll York, 

Rev. Dayle Groh (Ex-Officio). Over 500 persons attended this 
service. There was a profound sense that God was calling the 
congregation together and giving them a mission to witness 
for Jesus Christ, and to sensitize a consciousness of University 
City and beyond. Our church offices were moved into 3 rooms 
in the Plaza United Methodist Church on April 11, 1989.

The Staff Members for our new congregation were: Rev. Dayle 
G. Groh, Minister, Mary Lou Roller, Deaconess/Educational 
Assistant, Pat Eudy, Music Director, Estelle 

Blackmon, Organist/Pianist, and Ruth Luther, Church Secretary. 
This Staff had served the Belmont Park Church for a large 
number of years and brought continuity into the transitional 
period. Ruth Luther, who joined the staff at Belmont Park in 
1964. Ruth is a very special person who perceives her job as 
an expression of ministry. When anyone calls or contacts the 
church, they are greeted and received in a loving and gracious 
way that simply lets them know through her personality that 
God loves them and that they are special. Ruth has worked long and hard in 
this congregation and she knows everything that needs to be known and some 



that ought not to be known. How fortunate this church is that such a gracious 
and loving lady, who represents her Lord, presides over the church office. Ruth 
retired after 39 years but continued to volunteer in the church office for many 
years.

For many months, the Building Committee had been working under the 
leadership of Bob Conder and Neil Brown. All persons who were elected to the 
Building Committee, (with the exception of Mary Colvin who only worked with 
the master plan) gave of themselves in a tremendous commitment, and worked 
diligently that we might have the very best building possible. In retrospect, it 
is amazing that even though there were differences of opinion, this committee 
worked as a team with respect and appreciation for each other. Neil Brown, 
Vice Chairman of the Building Committee, was also the architect who did all the 
detailed drawing for our new building. He poured his heart into everything he 
did and created a building that was magnificent in every way. Mary Gillis, Mary 
Conder, and Marie Cloninger were asked to be responsible for selecting the 
colors and furnishings for the building and they did an excellent job.

On February 5, 1989, the master plan was shown to the congregation 
and was received with enthusiasm.  There were persons who had tears flowing 
down their faces.  We did not hear one single complaint.  This was not a 
traditional church and our people responded to it in a very positive way.  The 
church was obviously different from anything in the City of Charlotte.  All of us 
live in the real world of cost.  The Building Committee came to realize from the 
beginning that we would not be able to put up the whole project at one time.  
The decision was made by the Building Committee that our first unit would 
contain the fellowship hall, kitchen, and 14 classrooms.  The Financial Campaign 
for our building program was presided over by Harry O. Smith in cooperation 
with Tom House, Finance Chairperson.  It was coordinated by John Cummins of 
Membership Services, Inc.  A total of $490,000 was pledged.  Our banquet was 
held at the Charlotte Motor Speedway Club on Sunday, May 7, 1989.

The Chaplain at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Rev. Tim Auman, 
made the comment that our church was a bit different from the typical United 
Methodist Church.  He stated that there was an exciting difference at UCUMC in 
a very specific way: we had the good qualities of our main line denomination but 
we also had the free spirit more commonly found in independent congregations.  
It was his feeling that we balanced it out with tremendous skill.  The vivaciousness 
of our music program does much to create a worshipful atmosphere.  Someone 
who worshiped with us at UCUMC said that there was a real sense of joy in our 
services, where there was a sense of friendship and a special presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was felt in an unique way.



February 17, 1991, was one glorious, exciting and beautiful day! The 
ceiling had not been completed in the entrance of the fellowship hall but we 
moved in, praising God for His many blessings.  We had sent out fliers that 
we were going to have our first service in the new church. The last Sunday at 
Mallard Creek School we had 257 people in worship. On Sunday, February 17th, 
we had 576 in worship. The worshiping congregation had more than doubled! 
The excitement and jubilation of the congregation and the presence of the Lord 
was awesome! 

A woman shared with the minister later that day that she had not been in 
church anywhere for seven years. She said that it was just wonderful to be here, 
that the people were warm and friendly, and that she felt so close to God. She 
also said: “It doesn’t even seem like I was in church, it was so wonderful!” 

In front of our all-purpose building there is a bell tower with carillon 
chimes. The chimes add a special sense of warmth and flavor to our church 
family and to the whole community. Many persons have expressed to us how 
grateful they are for the chimes and joy they bring.

In the birthing of University City United Methodist Church, there was first 
of all in the hearts of the persons involved in the process, a deep commitment 
to Jesus Christ. Out of this commitment, our church was born according to the 
will of God. He planted the vision, blessed it, and it came to be. There are so 
many persons, named and unnamed, who made themselves available to Jesus, 
whose personal faith and sacrifice brought this great church into being. We are 
indeed grateful to every member of the congregation and to all who worship 
with us, but most of all we have a hymn of grateful praise to our Lord in humble 
thanksgiving for His Mighty Presence and Loving Support, that made all of this 
possible.

–Rev.  Dayle G. Groh, June 30, 1991.



CALLED TO SERVE IN MINISTRY FROM UCUMC

Ordained Pastors             Certified UMC Counselors

Tommy Conder   Sabrina Isenhour

Ken Spencer   Shannon Stoner

Gail Werstlein

Debbie Koontz             Youth Ministry

David Kelly    Bert Giles

Pat Purdy Rita Steck (deceased)

Sherry Freiricks              Children’s Ministry

Sharon Lee    Amy Billings

Steve Keaton   Libby Humpries

Jonathan Brake

Jimmie Parsons              Worship Leaders

Fredrick Bowman   Mitch Benson

     Brad MacKay

Other Ministries

Debbie Swartzel

Laura Jones



PHASE TWO!    
On January 26, 1993 – the Disciple Building design consisting of 22 additional 
classrooms was presented to the District Board of Church and Location and final 
approval was given on June 28. On July 18th the Ground breaking Service was 
held. 
On February 27, 1994 we had Sunday school in the two story, 16,000 square 
feet Disciple building for the first time - without the Certificate of Occupancy; 
the temporary certificate of occupancy was received on March 11. On May 1st a 
Consecration service was held for the Disciple Building.

July 18, 1993 - Ground breaking 
Ceremony

Construction underway!

Completed!



PHASE THREE!
On September 13, 1998 the Church votes to proceed with a Worship Center. 
Open forums were held for 
congregational input into the design. 
On March 4th the Worship Center 
concept was presented to Church 
Council and on March 10th to the 
District Board of Church Location. 
During March 1999 Town meetings 
and meetings with neighborhood 
groups were held. Final approval 
was given by Church Conference 
on March 28th. Bids for the 49,956 
square foot building were received 
by June 28th and we hit the budget! 
($6,007,091). August 27th  1999 
marks the date for the ground 
breaking ceremony and on May 12th 2002 the first Service was held in the 
Worship Center! The Consecration Service was held on September 8th 2002!

Rev. Chuck Wilson and Rev. 
Dayle Groh lead the ground 
breaking service for the new 
Worship Center

Setting of the structural steel begins. 
It would take two cranes to set the 

roof trusses.

Excavation is almost complete for the 
Worship Center



Enclosure of the building 
begins.

 

89 chairs for the choir plus  
6 for clergy

508 seats on pews plus 90 chairs
Total seating on chancel  

and main floor = 785

Balcony seating has 30 chairs and 
254 seats on pews.
Total seating in Balcony = 284 
(Later the pew immediately behind the a/v booth was removed, deleting 12 
seats.)

Total capacity of the space currently = 1057

Associate Pastor Paul Craig and senior 
Pastor Dr. Nancy Burgin Rankin look on 
a steel cross is placed over the entrance 
to the new worship center at University 
City United Methodist Church.

               —University City May 2002

“The building is not a destination.
It is a tool for ministry.”

                                  —Dr. Nancy Rankin



As the University City 
UMC celebrate its 25th 
anniversary. I, Pastor 
Anthony and the Greater 
Vision church family, 
join you in this glorious 
season of praise. There 
is so much that you have 
accomplished over the 
years, and thousands of lives have been impacted by your presence. The 
Greater Vision faith community is eternally grateful to UCUMC. We are 
celebrating our 10th anniversary this year, and our history is a part of your 
history. It was UCUMC that open your doors, allowing me to start a bible 
study with a small group of five people, which quickly grew into a small body 
of believers, desiring to become a new United Methodist Church.  Once again, 
it was UCUMC, that when asked about the use of their facilities, welcomed 
us with open arms. I asked to use the chapel, but Pastor Rankin and the 
leadership team offered us the main sanctuary; so we ultimately agreed to 
use the Fellowship Hall and the rest is history. I’d like to personally thank 
Pastors Rankin, Thore, Smith, and all the associates pastors and leadership 
teams, for honoring what God has done in GV, and allowing us to live out our 
name “United Methodist”.  So when you ride down Eastfield Rd. and see ten 
acres of land, with a house and a beautiful church called Greater Vision, know 
that their story is your story.

Alexis Anthony, Pastor of Greater Vision UMC.
 

Starting in November of 2004 to June of 2006 Pastor Frank Ramos – Serving 
the Western Carolina conference of as the Director of Hispanic Ministries and 
his wife Deya hosted a new Hispanic Service at 1:00PM in our Chapel. This 
service was part of a faith initiative that began here in our community when 
Frank and Deya relocated to Charlotte from Greensboro. The Ramos’ settled 
in the University area, and worked faithfully as Christian disciples, gradually 
building relationships with the Hispanic community. In June of 2006 Pastor 
Frank Ramos was appointed at Forrest Hill UMC in Concord.

 



Dear University City UMC:
Congratulations on reaching twenty-five years of ministry in the North 
Charlotte Area. 
You have been an outstanding asset in the community and should be 
commended for your wonderful service to other churches that strived to 
make the same impact as you have made. 
Higher Level Church would like to thank you for opening your doors to our 
ministry in 2012, as we attempted to reach for Christ another component 
of the community that surrounds 
your campus. 
We pray that you will continue 
to make an impact in your 
community, as well as, continue 
your spirit of nurturing other 
ministries to reach your diverse 
community. 
Again congratulations on reaching 
twenty-five and thank you for all 
your help to Higher Level. 

In His Service,
Rev. Diron C. Chloe, Founding 
Pastor of HLC



Where are the Cornerstones?

When Belmont Park Methodist Church members 
built their building on Pegram Street, the leadership 
and membership wanted to mark that event. They 
were a people who had come through much in 
their lives, personally, as a community, a city, state 
and country. So, as a way to preserve a “snapshot” 
of their world at that time, they decided to seal 
a time capsule behind a cornerstone that would 
communicate to a future generation what life 
was like “back then”. Ideas were submitted as to 
what would be included. The measurements of 
the capsule were published and decisions made. 
The items were collected, placed in a protective 
capsule and sealed behind the cornerstone in the 
new church on Pegram Street.  There they sat until 
the last service on Pegram St.  

On the day Belmont Park held its last service on Pegram Street and closed 
the doors of the first church, the cornerstone was removed and the time 
capsule opened. Some of the people who watched the sealing of the first 
capsule were already gone. Some who witnessed the opening were not 
around when it was sealed. The time capsule contained  information from 
the first service, certain stats about the church known as Belmont Park, 
the people there and other items pertinent to the church and it’s people at 
that time. What happened to the cornerstone following that day became 
lost to most people.

When Belmont Park opened the new church on Hawthorne Lane, the tradition of 
preserving history with a time capsule continued. Following the first service, items 
from the first service and materials about its members and the neighborhood 
associated with the Belmont textile mill was sealed in a lead box and sealed 
behind the cornerstone at the new building on Hawthorne Lane. The contents of 
the new capsule remained there, undisturbed behind the new cornerstone, until 
Belmont Park on Hawthorne Lane closed its doors. On the last day, following the 
last service, the cornerstone was removed. The capsule was opened as many, 
who were just little children and young adults when it was sealed, looked on. The 
contents were removed and shared with those who shared in ceremony. Many 
who had witnessed the sealing were gone and some who didn’t see the sealing, 
watched as the capsule was opened. We were all excited about taking God’s word 
and Jesus’ love into the University City area. Again, the location of the second 
cornerstone became lost. Well, almost lost, except to a few.

As we grew as UCUMC, people became more interested in the history of Belmont 

Charlie Smith removing  
the cornerstone
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Park United Methodist Church and a movement to “collect historical items” for 
a display was underway. At that time, our Dad, Charlie Smith produced both the 
Pegram Street and Hawthorne Lane cornerstones. When my brother Mark and I 
asked Dad where he had kept these, he told us that they had been a part of our 
lives all through the years.  We were both puzzled.  Then Dad told us this story.  
Dad knew that times change and life goes on.  He knew that if someone didn’t 
take the time to preserve history, it would be just a memory.  He decided that he 
would be the caretaker of the cornerstones. In an effort to preserve history, Dad 
had taken first the original and then the second cornerstones, turned them upside 
down, leveled them with bricks and used one on each side of the gate leading 
into the dog pen at our barn. You see, we stepped on them daily each time we 
went into and out of the dog pen to feed and water the dogs. The cornerstones 
were in a safe place, out of harm’s way and Dad knew when the time was right, 
they could be brought to their new home. 

Just as those cornerstones played a part in Mark and my taking nourishment, in 
the form of food and water to our dogs, may the disciples produced at UCUMC 
continue to play a role in taking the nourishment of The Good News to our 
members and our neighborhood by telling those we meet that Jesus Loves Them.  
We have a rich history in our church and our faith.  Many people have come 
and gone.  Many people have sacrificed little and much to bring us to where we 
are. There has been and will continue to be ups and downs through the years.  
Yet there is still nothing that can compare to God’s Love through a risen Savior.  
Through Grace, we have the best of the best.  We must be diligent in preserving 
our history and the future for those who will come after us.  Just like we have 
come after others, there will be other to come after us.  What will we leave them?

And now, you know the rest of the story about Charlie Smith and the two 
cornerstones. My brother, I and my wife Denise are proud of Dad’s dedication in 
preserving this part of our and your church’s history. May each of you dedicate 
yourselves to sharing with others about the wisdom, power and joy of Jesus’ Love.



The one and only time Ed Hyland helped serve communion……… 
We had been using a bottle of hand sanitizer to help prevent the spread of 
germs during communion. Matt would go down the line of those serving 
communion and squirt some of the sanitizer into each hand and as the 
servers rubbed it into their hands it would evaporate. Well the Sunday 
morning I served, someone had purchased a larger bulk bottle to refill the 
smaller bottle as a cost saving measure. But when Matt got to me, I realized 
as he squirted some in my hands that it was liquid soap not hand sanitizer. It 
didn’t matter how much we rubbed, it wasn’t going to evaporate. I whispered 
to Matt and he quickly got a towel so that everyone could wipe off the soap. 
We noticed that the congregation was quite regular the next week. 

I love the Lord and I love the Church. I came by that honestly because my 
Mother and Dad were of the mind-set that whenever the church doors were 
open they should be there.  That involved Sunday morning and evening 
services and Wednesday night prayer services.  We had no car so we always 
walked to church.  One Sunday morning, for some reason, Mother went 
home after Sunday school and took me with her, leaving Dad at the church.  
I was just learning to walk good, so when Mother turned her back I went out 
the front door.  About two blocks from home someone saw me and realized 
that I should not be there.  They asked me where I was going and I replied 
that I was “going to church.”  I have been “going to church’ ever since!

—Harry Smith

My synopsis of why University City is so special to me. Tricia and I came 
so close to not being on the bus. We made it and continue to be blessed 
beyond words. Bishop Jones asked me, during the great war, why University 
City was so special. I told him it was where I could go and meet Christ every 
Sunday. It still is.
Tricia and I were married in the summer of 1975 and moved to Charlotte 
where we both had a year of school remaining. We wanted to begin 
attending church so one Sunday we headed out. I thought we were going to 
Hawthorne Lane UMC. Tricia said we should go to the church a little further 
out Hawthorne Lane. She couldn’t remember the name but she had heard 
the choir in concert at Ovens and thought we should go there first. We could 
go to Hawthorne Lane next Sunday.  



I remember driving up, parking and asking her if she was sure this was where 
she wanted to go.  I wasn’t too sure, given the location.
We went in to find the friendliest church family I had ever encountered.  
These people were friendlier than the folks at my home church.  And, when 
Alma Purser introduced herself she asked if we were going to a Sunday 
school class.  Before we could leave she had to make sure she introduced us 
to someone so we could attend next Sunday.  It wasn’t long before we were 
in the class.
Over the next twelve years Belmont Park gave Tricia and I many opportunities 
to grow in our faith, make lifelong friends and experience incredible people 
being the Christ’s Church.  During that time I also watched as Belmont Park 
struggled in its location.  Security was always an issue.  Bring new families in 
was difficult.  There were very few like Tricia and I who were not connected 
to the church by family.  I could see a wonderful church dying on Hawthorne 
Lane.
When the opportunity of moving came along I became very excited.  Here 
was an opportunity for Belmont Park to convey upon a new group of folks 
their wonderful, caring personality along with their solid faith in Christ who 
was alive in their lives.  I think that was also the feeling of those that had 
never been anywhere else to church.  It was an incredible opportunity for 
rebirth and for continuance of something that was dearly loved.  
Of course it happened and happened well thanks to many people, some 
who never got to see the church that University City has become, except 
in their dreams.  The Belmont Park family exceeded all expectations of the 
District and Conference by giving away what was so precious to them.  They 
opened their arms and welcomed all who entered. They loved them, gave 
them leadership positions and told them how much God loves them - just 
like they did for Tricia and me in 1975.

—Neil and Tricia Brown



The One Lamb Movie

During the fall of 2008, UCUMC embarked on a new and exciting artistic 
adventure: the filming of an original, feature film, The One Lamb Movie.  This 
movie was written and directed by UCUMC member Bryan Forrest.  Church 
volunteers served as actors, production crew, and in many other capacities. 
The filming of the movie was done in October-November of 2007 and post-
production and promotion occurred in 2008.  

The Gala Premiere showing of The One Lamb Movie 
was held at the Ayrsley Grand Cinemas in Charlotte on 
Monday, March 30, 2009.  The One Lamb Movie was 
shown in over 100 theatres in 34 states in March-April 
of 2009. 

The One Lamb Movie was the winner of three 
awards in the film industry:   Best Parable Feature 
Film - Sabaoth International Film Festival in Milan, 
Italy - November 2008; Best Faith Based Film -  Myrtle 
Beach International Film Festival - December 2008; 
Gold Crown Award Winner of Best Feature Film (under 
250K) - International Christian Visual Media – 2009.

The One Lamb Movie was picked up by Thomas Nelson 
Corporation for distribution of DVDs in Christian stores and is still available for 
purchase through UCUMC. The One Lamb Movie is still being shown monthly 
on Trinity Broadcast Network (TBN) on more than 200 stations in the US and 
abroad. People still order DVD’s of The One Lamb Movie after seeing it on TBN. 
UCUMC has received letters from viewers expressing their appreciation for the 
movie and the impact it has had on their spiritual life.



Our beautiful stained glass windows in the Chapel:
The side windows in the Chapel were originally clear. We did a campaign to 
donate funds for replacing them with stained glass windows. We used six of the 
same medallion designs that were from the eleven stained glass side windows 
from the Belmont Park UMC. 
They represent traditional symbols in the Christian church:
	The Dove with olive branch (peace/God’s covenant)
	The Trumpets of praise (resurrection)
	The wine cup, grapes and wheat (the blood of Christ, the bread of life)
	The Sacrificial Lamb, (redemption)
	The lamp (Word of God) and
	The Alpha and Omega and Holy Scriptures (Jesus the beginning and the 

end)
The $26 thousand enhancement project, had to be totally funded by 
supplemental giving before construction could begin. 

—March 2004

Did you know that the round rose stained glass 
window was originally in the Fellowship Hall and 
was moved to the Chapel?



Our Outdoor Chapel
Scott Ginder, a member at UCUMC built the 
outdoor chapel in 1994 for his eagle project. His 
vision was to add an outdoor worship area for 
all members and visitors at UCUMC to use. 
In 2009 another member; Peter Rhines added 
the steps leading to the chapel and refurbished 
the area.

Our Youth 
Worshiping in the 
Outdoor Chapel



The Prayer Room Lighted Cross
The lighted cross in the Prayer Room is over a hundred years old representing the 
rich heritage of University City United Methodist Church. It was originally hung 
over the choir loft in the sanctuary of Belmont Park Methodist Church located at 
the corner of Pegram and Harriet Streets in Charlotte, founded in 1897. 

When the church was relocated to Hawthorne Lane in 1953, the cross was 
moved to the Jesse Cole Fellowship classroom in the basement of a three story 
educational building built at the same time as the sanctuary. 

In 1988 when Belmont Park United Methodist 
church closed to become University City United 
Methodist Church, the cross was stored while 
the church met at Mallard Creek Elementary 
School. When the first phase structure for 
University City church was opened, the cross 
was proudly hung in the classroom of the Jesse 
Cole Sunday School Class which later merged 
with the Lamplighter’s Class to become the 
Wesley Fellowship Class.

The Worship Center opened on Mother’s Day 
2002, and the Wesley Class began meeting in the 
Chapel. The alter, alter cross and baptismal font 
from the Belmont Park church on Hawthorne 
Lane and the stained glass window (which 
had all been used in the Worship Centrum of 
University City church) were all proudly featured in the Chapel to commemorate 
the churches rich heritage. But the Wesley Class decided the lighted cross should 
more appropriately be displayed in its present location in the Prayer Room. 

The lighted cross is anchored securely to the wall behind it for the safety of 
those who may kneel below it to pray. But the Calvary cross is anchored in God’s 
abounding love for us, a love that cared enough to sacrifice God’s only son Jesus 
Christ so that we all might be forgiven of our sins and live eternally with God. 

The lighted cross is powered by 120 volt alternating electric current supplied 
by our power utility’s distribution and transmission grid connecting most of the 
continental United States. But the cross at Calvary is powered by the Holy Spirit 
to empower Christians all across the world to demonstrate God’s love and make 
disciples of all nations. 

The illumination of the cross in the prayer room is emitted from four - 25 watt 
incandescent frosted electric lamps. But the illumination of the Calvary cross is 
the light of Jesus Christ that shines giving light where there is darkness, hope 
where there is despair, and joy where there is sadness. 



Matthew 5:16  -  Let your light so shine that others may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

As we prepared to install the lighted cross in the Prayer Room at University City 
UMC Harry Smith recalled noticing one evening during a worship service at the 
old Belmont Park Church on Pegram Street, there were three lights in the old 
church which hung down from the center of the sanctuary. One was close to the 
front, another about half-way back and the third near the rear of the sanctuary. 
Harry noted that all three lights projected a shadow from the lighted cross which 
hung down lower than and in front of the front-most light. 

Because it was furthest from the cross, the light at the rear of the church caused 
the smallest and faintest shadow. It was almost hard to distinguish the room 
exposed to its light and the image projected from the cross, shadowed from the 
furthest light. The middle light projected a larger shadow in the sanctuary with a 
more obvious image than that from the furthest light. 

But it was the light closest to the cross that projected the largest shadow of the 
three lights. And the shadow of the cross from the closest light was the boldest of 
the three shadows. It was in stark contrast to the surfaces of the room illuminated 
by the closest light. Harry pointed out that our lives are like those lights. The 
closer we are to the cross of Jesus, the more impact it has on our lives, and the 
more God will use us to project a noticeable difference in the world around us for 
the cause of Christ. 

After installing the cross in the Prayer Room one Saturday, and after talking to my 
mom, Aunt Ruby Russell, Charlie Smith, Clarence Rodgers and Harry Smith about 
its origin, I went to worship in the new sanctuary that next morning. I had noticed 
before but paid little attention to three images of shadows of the cross in the new 
sanctuary projected onto the wings and back wall. The bright stage lights shine 
down from above the ceiling reflecting off the shiny top of the alter, past the cross 
sitting on the back of the alter and onto the walls near the ceiling on the left and 
right wings and the back wall of the sanctuary. What a tremendous legacy to pass 
on from the old church at Belmont Park to the new church at University City.  



Our History – from a Historian’s point of view: (Harry Smith – 2007)
I appreciate being asked to come today.  I am to talk, briefly, about the history 
of our church.  I was historian for the church for a number of years and enjoyed 
that very much.  I’m supposed to cover 110 years in 15 minutes, so please bear 
with me!

The last 19 years have been exciting to say the least.  University City Church 
grew out of Belmont Park Church which was an old church in the inner city.  
That church was organized in 1897 as a Sunday School, as were many of the 
churches at that time.  We found an old journal which recorded the early days of 
the church and I’d like to read just a few interesting excerpts from that:

FIRST SUNDAY

Number present at this first meeting- 56

“This meeting being in the end of the church, yet to be finished, there being 
no sash in the windows, the floor was laid with rough planks to walk on, 
there was no ceiling and no weather-boarding on the side, yet we had a very 
promising meeting on this day, the first day of organization . (October 10, 
1897)”.

SECOND SUNDAY

October 17, 1897-there were 61 present-Collection-81 cents

The church continued to grow and if you have not done so I would urge you to 
look at the history exhibit located in the gathering area outside the sanctuary 
(presently in display cabinet). The journal I referred to is in the cabinet but it is 
not opened at the first day.

In that exhibit there is a picture of the Men’s Bible Class in 1915 with 35 
members and a 1925 picture shows a membership of 410.  Belmont Park had 
become known as the “Firemen’s Church” because so many of the city firemen 
had joined that church, especially that men’s Bible class. There must have been 
some kind of contest in the class to see which side could bring in the most 
members!

My earliest memories, in the early 1920’s, are of that church.  It was a simple 
time and life seemed to revolve around the church.  We walked to church (not 
many had cars!) and if we went any further, we rode the trolley (fare- 5 cents). 
The Lord blessed me with Christian parents who believed that whenever the 
doors of the church opened, they should be there!  Services were held Sunday 
mornings and Sunday evening and prayer meetings on Wednesday evening.  
Revival services were held every year.  A visiting preacher would hold the 
meetings at least a week and, if things were going well, it may last two weeks.  
During those meetings you would, of course, hear a lot about salvation through 
Jesus Christ but you also heard enough about Hell to know you did not want to 



go there!

One example of the way life revolved around the church was the practice of the 
young people to go to “Union Meetings.”  Every month the young people from 
all the Methodist churches in the county would meet in one of the churches.  
Those were great meetings and it was not unusual for them to fill up the 
sanctuary of most churches.

In 1952 the church had grown to over 1100 and we built a new church on 
Hawthorne Lane (not to be confused with Hawthorne Lane Methodist Church 
which is still located on the other end of Hawthorne Lane).  The people at 
Belmont Park loved the Lord and each other.  You could say that was their way 
of living out the “Greatest Commandment.”  The motto for the church was 
“Where the Caring and Sharing are Worth the Distance.”  We continued to grow 
for a while.  We were a very active church, with a great music program, and an 
active youth group.  A couple of years before we moved to the University City 
area the Men’s Fellowship received an award from the Western North Carolina 
Conference as the best Men’s Fellowship in the conference.  However, by then 
we were not growing and our members were not getting any younger.  We were 
in an industrial area and a changing neighborhood.  However, the Lord was at 
work to change all that!

The Charlotte District needed a new church in the University City area and we 
needed a new location.  The district officials and our church officials worked 
together to solve the problem.  After it was decided that the church would move 
and serve as the core of a new church, a transition committee was organized 
composed of four non-members from the University area, four members of 
Belmont Park, Rev. Dayle Groh, and ex-officio members from the conference 
and district of the Methodist Church.  From April 1988 to June 1988 we had 
two sets of services, one at 9 in the Mallard Creek Elementary School and at 
11 at the Belmont Park Church.  In June 1988, University City United Methodist 
Church was officially constituted with Rev. Dayle Groh as the founding pastor.  
At a time like that it helps to be reminded that a “church” is not a name or a 
building but it is the people.  For Belmont Park, this required a move of quite 
some distance but there was such a desire for the congregation to stay together 
that we brought over 90 to 95% of our members with us.  That was quite a 
miracle in itself!  It reminded me of the move the Israelites made leaving Egypt 
for the Promised Land.  We had the land promised but we had to spend three 
“wilderness years” in the Mallard Creek Elementary School.  This required a lot 
of work each week to bring in a pulpit, hymn books, and nursery equipment, 
etc., to make it look like a worship area.  We did not grow much while in the 
school but that would change.

In February 1991, we got onto the Promised Land in our new Centrum Building 
(now retrofitted as a fellowship hall- new basketball back boards and gym floors 



have been installed). That first Sunday here we planned for 425 and 576 came.  
The attendance doubled in one week and didn’t let up!  There were quite a 
few Sundays when the visitors out-numbered the members.  That was a great 
problem to have and a great opportunity!  It was great to see new members 
coming in and even greater to see many coming in on profession of faith.

The Holy Spirit had to be with us.  In both 1991 and 1992, our church led the 
conference in membership growth.  The new people coming in were younger, 
talented, capable, and willing to accept leadership roles.  What was unusual to 
the folks from the old church was that many of these newcomers were having 
babies!  Our babies had all grown up and many had moved away!  Membership 
grew from 486 in 1988 to 1,942 in the year 1998.  Our membership had 
multiplied four times in that period of time!

In 1994 we expanded our Sunday school into the new Disciple Building.

The statistics for 1999 are especially interesting:
• 7 couples were married in our church
• 83 infants were baptized
• 50 babies were born to church members
• 210 people joined – bringing our membership to 2103

Another indication that the Holy Spirit has been with us is our “track record” on 
producing new ministers from our membership.

• 1990 - 1 (While still in the school): Kevin House
• 1999 - 4 (Conference record):  David Kelly, Tommy Conder, Debbie Koontz, 

and Steve Keaton
• 2000 - 2 Pat Purdy, Jonathan Brake
• 2002 - 1 Jim Parsons
• 2006 - 1 Ken Spencer
• 2008 - 2 Sherry Frerichs, Mark Johnson

It is my understanding that now we have one person studying to go into the 
ministry.

Obviously, we have a good thing going here.  In May of 2002, we moved into our 
new Worship Center here.  In thinking about our church, I feel that we have a lot 
of positives.  We have excellent ministers, and excellent musical program with 
orchestra, (That Matt is something else, isn’t he!), active youth programs with 
tours and mission trips, day school for small children, scouting, and numerous 
small group programs.  How about those “His Hands Puppets”?  I have been 
amazed at the way they are able to perform!  We have every reason to be proud 
of our church and should be willing to invite others to come.  If we will be very 
intentional about welcoming people, we should continue to grow.  With the 



community growing the way it is I am reminded of John 4:35, where Christ told 
His disciples, “…look at the fields.  They are ripe for the harvest.”

I know we have a parking problem but we are working on that.  The first visible 
sign of that has been the relocating of the Harris Blvd. entrance.  We have a 
great past but I believe we have an even greater future! 

IN CLOSING, EXCERPTS FROM REV. DAYLE GROH’S NOTES ON HERITAGE:

“For many of us, our initial experience of the love of Jesus Christ comes 
to us through other persons.  Men, women, and young people, who have 
surrendered their lives to Christ and submitted to the will of God - Christ 
was the source of their life and He lived in and through them.  It is to these 
persons that we are deeply grateful.  We are their spiritual heirs and they 
have been our heritage in the faith through all generations.  It is for them 
that we thank our God and pray that we may be faithful witnesses to Him in 
our time and generation.”



Our Puppet Ministry
The birth of our Puppet Ministry: 

Chris and I taught VBS, August, 1991 to 5th and 6th graders. One of the 
choices to dramatize the Bible story in that class was to write a puppet 
script and perform it. The students wanted to do the puppets. Can’t 
remember exactly what we made those puppets from, but the kids got so 
excited about puppets that we all decided to put together a puppet ministry 
at the church. And that was the birth - our first meeting was on Wednesday, 
Sept. 18, 1991. That would make it 22 years this Sept. I am so proud that 
God has continued to bless this ministry. Who would have ever guessed it 
would have dedicated people to continue to lead the ministry.  

—Paula Brake and Chris Parsons                 

For the past 22 years the HIS HANDS Puppet Ministry of 
University City United Methodist Church in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, has delivered uplifting and inspirational 
presentations to share Christian messages with people of 
all ages.  Through puppetry they use Christian music and 
drama to worship, minister, and entertain. They have visited 
camps, churches of all denominations, retirement centers, 
street festivals, prisons, crusades, rescue missions, children’s 
homes, nursing homes, local & national parks, and child care 

centers.  During their summer mission trips they have traveled to and presented 
the gospel in 26 states all across the country as well as England, Wales, and 
Canada.

HIS HANDS is a very unique ministry in that we have been able to perform at 
some venues that normally do not allow church based groups.  Some of these 
venues were: St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Target House, McDonald 
House, and City Walk at Universal Studios. All have enjoyed our performances. 

The ministry is made up of 16 youth, ages 12-18, 
and 4 adult advisors.  A part of the Worship Arts and 
Youth Ministries at University City UMC, HIS HANDS 
is an active performance-based ministry team which 
offers young people training in spiritual growth 
and faith foundations through puppetry.  Their 
productions feature several different puppets and 
special lighting effects.  The programs include songs 
by contemporary Christian artists, parodies of well 
known songs, and special skits.



“University City United Methodist 
Church uses puppets to spread its 
message...University City’s puppet 
ministry was started about seven 
years ago by Chris Parsons and 
Paula Brake.” 

Charlotte Observer Wednesday, 
July 15, 1998 (Mecklenburg 

Neighbors) .

His Hands Puppet Ministry -  
Mission trip 2013



A LITTLE BIT OF HUMOR
 I love the Lord and I love the Church.   I came by that honestly because my 
Mother and Dad were of the mind-set that whenever the church doors were 
open they should be there.  That involved Sunday morning and evening services 
and Wednesday night prayer services.  We had no car so we always walked 
to church.  One Sunday morning, for some reason, Mother went home after 
Sunday School and took me with her, leaving Dad at the church.  I was just 
learning to walk good, so when Mother turned her back I went out the front 
door.  About two blocks from home someone saw me and realized that I should 
not be there.  They asked me where I was going and I replied that I was “going 
to church.”  I have been “going to church’ ever since!

*********************
The first minister I remember as a child was Preacher Armstrong.   This was 
in the early twenties.  The main thing I remember about him was that he was 
short, black-headed and delivered fiery sermons.  I remember him because he 
would wake me up shouting!  I’m sure he was making some strong point about 
Hell!

*********************
My first kiss was on the steps of the church.  I didn’t kiss many young ladies -- I 
was not that bold! Virginia Harris and I were standing on the church steps.  She 
was a very attractive young lady, slender, blond and blue-eyed.  I kissed her - on 
the cheek - and ran!  I was in the second grade.

********************
When we knew where the new UCUMC was to be built, some of us came out 
to look at the new site. It had been the old Cheshire home-place and farm and 
some of the buildings were still standing.  A motorcycle gang had used it as one 
of their hang outs.  There were some obscenities on the walls. Eddie Hyland 
suggested that they should be covered up before some of the ladies came out. 
Being the gentleman that he was, he took care of that with a can of paint.

*********************
The first event on the land was a cook-out which everyone enjoyed very much.  
Some of us tried to pick a few blackberries but the main thing we got was 
“chiggers”.   If you young folks don’t know what “chiggers” are, you can ask your 
Grandpaw!

********************
I was Historian for UCUMC for a number of years and, on one occasion, I went 
to take a few pictures of the old original Belmont Park Church on Pegram Street.  
I took some pictures of the main sanctuary building (which has since been torn 
down) and then went behind the church to take a picture of the old hut where 
the Mens Bible Class met.  I was taking the picture when I saw a sign stating 



“This Building is guarded by a Pit Bull with Aids”. Discretion being the better part 
of valor, I took the picture and quickly left!

*******************
I was talking to Ruth Luther one day in the Gathering Area of the Sanctuary.  I 
have known Ruth for many years (I think I was chairman of the committee that 
hired her). She was a wonderful secretary for Belmont Park and, subsequently, 
here at UCUMC. After her service as secretary, she had been a faithful member 
of the choir. I said to Ruth “I know I am not supposed to ask a lady how old she 
is but how old are you?” She thought for a moment and then replied “Well, I 
weigh 128 pounds!”I guess I got the answer I deserved! 

—Harry Smith

*******************

A treasured possession of the Admin. office 

*******************
When we were in the senior high dept at Belmont Park, our Youth Fellowship 
would meet on Sunday afternoons for fun and supper.  One of the traditions we 
had during supper was memorable.  There would be about 100 of us, we would 
all be sitting around the long tables eating.  If you found someone with their 
elbows on the supper table, we would all sing this song, Barry, Barry, strong and 
able, get your elbows off the table, around the table you must go, you must go, 
you must go, around the table you must go....... until they got up and walked 
around the tables.

—Charles Smith



Our Future:
Part of our 25th anniversary celebrated on Sunday September 8th 2013, was the 
groundbreaking ceremony of our Celebration Garden. There are three planned 
phases to completion. The purpose of the garden is to create a beautiful space 
that can be used for small receptions, group meetings, photos and meditation. 
This very visible garden is planned for the space between the Sanctuary and the 
Fellowship Center.

 

Painting by artist Isabelle Griesmyer.

I have been a part of the life of University City United Methodist Church since 
before it began. I probably should say that it has been part of my life…a HUGE 
part!!  I have spent 17 of the past 25 years volunteering or working as part 
of the staff here at UCUMC.  The impact and influence that this place and it’s 
people have had on me cannot be measured and I am grateful to the Lord for 
every single person who has ever invested in me.
Youth and children’s ministries have always been a strong part of the foundation 
at UCUMC and they continue that tradition today!  Many families have come 
to our church because someone told them about the incredible youth ministry 
or children’s ministry that we have here.  As part of our Celebration on Sept. 
8th we will unveil the renovations that have been done in the Disciple Center.  
The primary focus of this building will be youth and children’s ministries.  
New paint, fresh carpeting, upgraded technology, new and inviting furniture, 
themed graphics, etc. now await the children and teenagers in our church and 
community.  Many of the youth and children’s families have invested their time 
and energy to help with the renovations and they are excited to bring their 
friends to this new space!!  This is what we want…people inviting other people 



to come and experience the community of others who know and love Jesus, to 
learn of His love for them and to grow in that love as they too become a Christ-
follower…a disciple!
The strength of the youth and children’s ministries at UCUMC has always been 
the people…the students, their parents and the adult leaders.  Now with this 
investment from the church there will be the facilities to match the leadership!  
I’m excited to see disciples being taught, loved, encouraged, equipped and sent 
out of that space in the future! 

—Bert Giles

A Pastor friend of mine frequently asks me this question; “Brian, are you 
dreaming dreams so big that if God is not in the center of them they are 
sure to fail?”
I love this question. It is an encouragement to me. It reminds me I am in 
the hands of the living God. It reminds me to claim the victory that has 
already been won in Jesus. It reminds me our God is a big God and desires 
big dreams.
The author Mark Batterson in the book The Circle Maker says it a little bit 
differently. “Nothing honors God more than a big dream that is way beyond 
our ability to accomplish. Why? Because there is no way we can take credit for 
it. When imagination is sacrificed at the altar of logic, God is robbed of the glory 
that rightfully belongs to Him. And nothing is better for our spiritual development 
than a big dream because it keeps us on our knees in raw dependence on God.”
I have only been a part of the UCUMC journey for two years but it’s clear to me this 
church has a history of dreaming big. Many great things have been accomplished 
for which only God deserves the credit.  
I wonder what the next 25 years will bring. Are we willing to dream big dreams?
Do we believe that thousands, hundreds of thousands, even millions of people 
around the world can come to know Jesus because of the work God is doing in 
and through us?  Do we believe human suffering like homelessness and hunger 
can be eliminated from our neighborhood, our community, our city, our state, the 
world because of the work God is doing in our midst?
Acts 2:17 says that God will pour out his Spirit on all people. Sons and daughters 
will prophesy, the young will see visions, the old will dream dreams.
In 25 years, will those celebrating the 50th anniversary of UCUMC say that we 
dreamed big dreams?

—Brian Baylor
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All Glory and  
Honor to God

Photographer and UCUMC Member, Tom Johnson  
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