
The 

Consequences of 

World War One



Review: WW1

1. When was World War One?

2. Who were the main countries fighting in World War One?

3. Where did the worst battles happen?

4. Why did Britain join World War One?

5. Name one new technology from World War One.



The Impact on 

People

• WW1 caused the  deaths  of  8  mi l l i on so ld ie rs  and 9  

mi l l i on c iv i l i ans .  

• In add i t ion to th i s ,  many so ld ie rs  who surv ived came 

home wi th te rr ib le  injur ies  and menta l  t rauma.  

• In Br i ta in,  many so ld ie rs  were  d iagnosed wi th 

“she l l shock” .  

• This  was a  menta l  cond i t ion caused by the  horror  and 

trauma of  exper ienc ing the  war.

• Sold ie rs  deve loped symptoms such as  b l indness ,  

dea fness ,  becoming mute ,  para lys i s ,  n ightmares,  

depress ion and confus ion.

• Doctors  a t  the  t ime d idn’ t  understand how to he lp  

these  men,  and so many were  unab le  to fu l l y  recover .



Physical 

Destruction

The destruct ion in the  areas  of  f ight ing a f te r  the  war  was 

huge.

On the  Western Front,  the  war  destroyed 300,000 houses,  

6 ,000 factor ies ,  1 ,000 mi les  of  ra i lway and 112 coa l  

mines.

Many towns and v i l l ages  in northern France  and Be lg ium 

had to be  rebui l t  a f te r  the  war.  For  example ,  the  town of  

Louva ine in Be lg ium was tota l l y  burned down dur ing the  

war.

The f ie lds  where  the  war  was fought were  unusab le  for  

years  a f te r  the  war  ended.  

Peop le  cont inued to f ind un -exp loded bombs in the i r  f i e lds  

and towns for  years  a f te r  the  war .  



Debt

The war  cost  Europe  a  lot  of  money,  both dur ing and a fte r ,  

to pay for  weapons,  supp l ies ,  and for  rebui ld ing a f te r  the  

war .   

Germany and Great Br i ta in spent about 60% of  the  money 

the i r economy produced dur ing the  war.  

Germany,  in par t i cu la r ,  suf fe red f rom mass ive  debts ,  

which led to them pr int ing more  money which made the  

s i tuat ion worse .  

Amer ica  was one  of  the  few countr ies  that d idn’ t  suf fe r  

economica l l y  f rom the  war.  In fact ,  the  war  improved the  

Amer ican economy.  

Br i ta in only  f in i shed pay ing back th i s  debt in 2015.  



Territorial 

Changes



Territorial Changes

The war  ended four  empi res  – Russ ia ,  Germany,  Austr ia -

Hungary and the  Ottoman Empi re .

As  a  resul t ,  the  map of  Europe  changed s igni f i cant ly ,  wi th 

new countr ies  be ing created,  such as  Czechos lovak ia  and 

Yugos lav ia .

Other  countr ies  became b igger  or  sma l le r  – Germany los t  

some of  i ts  l and to France ,  whi le  Po land ga ined land from 

Germany,  Russ ia  and Austr ia .  

Many more  countr ies ,  such as  F in land,  ga ined 

i ndependence .  

Germany and the  Ottomans los t  the i r  empi res ,  a l l owing 

France  and Br i ta in to ga in new te rr i tory  in Afr i ca  and the  

Midd le  East.   



Social Changes

The war led to many changes in society 

across Europe. 

New polit ical ideas, such as communism and 

fascism gained popularity. 

Old ideas about gender and women’s roles 

changed, becoming less strict. In Britain and 

America, some women were given the right to 

vote in 1918, and more women across Europe 

started working. 



Paris Peace Conference 

(1919-1920)

The Par is  Peace Conference was a meet ing between 27 

countr ies, but the Centra l  Powers (Germany, Austr ia 

and Ottoman) were not a l lowed to par t ic ipate. 

It  had three main a ims: 

• To prevent Germany becoming a European power in 

the future. 

• To iso late Russ ia and prevent the spread of  

communism. 

• To create a balance of  power between the victors of  

the war. 

The USA, Br i ta in, France led the Conference, but each 

of  them had di f ferent a ims. 



The Fourteen 

Points

Amer ican Pres ident Woodrow Wi l son wrote  the  Fourteen 

Points  as  a  guide  to the  a ims of  the  Par i s  Peace  

Conference .  

The  s ix  key pr inc ip les  of  the  Fourteen Points  were:

• Sett ing up a  League of  Nat ions

• Disarmament

• Se l f -de terminat ion for  the  peop le  of  Europe  - the  r ight 

to ru le  themse lves

• Freedom for  co lonies

• Freedom of  the  seas

• Free  trade



Britain and France at the 

Paris Peace Conference

Britain and France did not agree with the 

Fourteen Points when it came to making 

peace with Germany. 

France’s main aim was to punish Germany 

for the war and to prevent them from ever 

being a threat again. 

Meanwhile, Britain’s aim was to prevent 

Germany from challenging Britain’s navy, but 

keep Germany strong enough to do trade 

with. 



Why did they have different aims?

America

• League of Nations

• Disarmament

• Freedom

France

• Punishing 

Germany

• Weaken German 

economy

• Weaken Germany 

military

Britain

• Weaken German 

navy

• Keep German 

economy strong 

for trade



Treaty of 

Versailles 

(1919)

The Treaty  of  Versa i l l es  was s igned a t  the  Par i s  Peace  

Conference  in June  1919.  

The  ma in po ints  of  the  treaty  were:  

• Terr i tory  was taken from Germany,  depr iv ing i t  o f  

va luab le  industr ia l  income.

• Germany had to accept respons ib i l i ty  for  s tar t ing the  

war,  ca l l ed the  “War Gui l t  C lause”  lead ing to fee l ings  

of  humi l i a t ion and anger .  

• Germany had to pay reparat ions of  £6 .6  b i l l i on,  

which would ensure  that the  economy would not 

recover .

• Germany’s  a rmed forces  were  severe ly  reduced.  

There  was no a i r  force ,  a  max imum 100,000 so ld ie rs  

and a  reduced navy.

The  Treaty  made peop le  in Germany very angry,  and the  

men who s igned i t  were  known as  the  “November 

Cr imina l s” .  The  Treaty  he lped push Germany towards  

WW2. 

Who 
achieved 

their aims?



League of Nations 

(1920-1946)

The League o f  Nat i ons  was  c reated  i n  1920,  based  on  the  i deas  

o f  US  Pres i dent  Wi l son .  

I t  had  48  member  count r i es  i n  1920,  and  i t s  a im was  to  a l l ow 

these  count r i es  to  so l ve  p rob l ems  between  them w i thout  

need ing to  go  to  war .  

I t  had  severa l  par t s ,  the  mos t  impor tan t  ones  be ing:  

• An assemb ly ,  wh i ch  met  once  a  year .

• A counc i l ,  wh i ch  had  9  rep resentat i ves  and  met  every  3  o r  

4  months .  

• A cour t ,  wh i ch  was  supposed  to  make sure  count r i es  were  

f o l l ow ing i n ternat i ona l  l aws .

Germany  and  Russ i a  were  no t  a l l owed  to  j o i n  the  League o f  

Nat i ons ,  and  a l though the  League was  Pres i dent  Wi l son ’ s  i dea,  

Amer i ca  d i d  no t  j o i n  e i ther .



Problems with the League of Nations

The League of Nations had mixed success, but ult imately fai led to prevent 

massive war in Europe again. 

The League was ambit ious in i ts aims but struggled to achieve them. 

Its main weaknesses were: 

• It had no power to enforce its aims. For example, in 1921, Poland invaded 

Lithuania. The League asked them to leave, but Poland refused and the 

League could do nothing. 

• Powerful countries such as America refused to join the League. 

• It could only make decisions i f a l l  members agreed, which they rarely did. 

• The organization was confusing and making decisions took a long t ime.



Questions

1. Which country didn’t have massive debts at the end of the 

war?

2. What empires were ended after WW1?

3. What changes happened for women after WW1?

4. Which countries were excluded from the Paris Peace 

Conference?

5. What was the aim of the League of Nations?


