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Grammar: Pronouns
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Read each sentence and underline the pronoun. Write the pronoun on the 
line provided.

1. José was busy and could not get it for me. 

2. My mom, who is a nurse, works long hours. 

3. Did you see her climb the tree? 

4. Has anyone seen a pink baseball cap? 

5. The student in the red shirt is slightly taller than you. 

6. These are the seeds that the gardener will plant. 

7. Do not touch anything on the top shelf. 

8. They were not sure if the school was north or south of the library. 

9. Bessie is the girl whose dog got loose. 

10. Everyone was tired after the long day of work. 

• A pronoun is a word that takes the place of one or more nouns.

• A personal pronoun refers to a person or thing, such as I, he, she, it, 
or you.

• An indefi nite pronoun does not name a specifi c person or thing, such 
as anyone, everything, or someone.

• A relative pronoun is used at the beginning of a dependent clause, 
such as that, which, who, whom, or whose.
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it

who

her

anyone

you

that

anything

They

whose

Everyone
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Grammar: Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement
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Circle the pronoun in parentheses that agrees with the antecedent and 
correctly completes each sentence. Write the antecedent on the line.

1. If the people go outside, (he, they) will be very cold. 

2. The dog wagged (its, their) tail playfully. 

3. My aunt and (his, her) friend are driving cross-country. 

4. The mayor did (their, his) best to solve the traffic problem. 

5. Both students did a great job. (Her, Their) teacher was very proud. 

6. When the tired woman went to bed, (he, she) fell asleep immediately. 

7. The team tried very hard. Still, (it, they) did not win the game. 

8. The second half of the movie lost (his, its) appeal for me. 

9. Each of the airplanes had begun (its, their) descent from the sky. 
  

10. One of the girls will win the award with (her, his) science project. 

• A pronoun is a word that takes the place of one or more nouns.

• A pronoun must match its antecedent, or the noun it refers to, in number 
and gender.

• Antecedents usually appear in the same sentence as their pronouns, but 
not always.
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students

woman
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one of the girls

each of the airplanes

movie
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Grammar: Pronoun Capitalization and Clarity
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Write each sentence correctly so that it is clear and uses correct 
capitalization.

1. Even though Hector and Henry play baseball, he is not as good at it.

2. My sister and i are both in the same elementary school.

3. Be careful with it when you put this dish in the glass case.

4. Spring has pretty fl owers and green grass, which is nice.

5. When i go to self-defense class, i feel strong.

6. The heavy object fell onto the fl oor, but it did not break.

• The pronoun I is always capitalized.

• If it is not clear which noun a pronoun refers to, repeat the noun 
or rewrite the sentence.
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Possible response: Even though Hector and Henry play baseball, 

Hector is not as good at it.

My sister and I are both in the same elementary school.

Possible response: Be careful with the dish when you put it 

in the glass case.

Possible response: It is nice that spring has pretty flowers 

and green grass.

When I go to self-defense class, I feel strong.

Possible response: The heavy object fell onto the floor, but the object 

did not break.
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Grammar: Proofread

Rewrite the paragraphs below, correcting mistakes in pronouns 
and antecedents.

1. My older sister Amy and i like to play word games. They have a lot of fun with 
them. Sometimes the game is too hard, so i do not like to play it. She always 
wins. Still, I have a lot of fun playing any game with my sister.

2. My family and i went to visit the local nature center today. There were two 
guides, and she showed us around the center. I saw an owl with a broken 
wing. Sam, my little brother, said that he had never seen it before.

• A pronoun is a word that takes the place of one or more nouns. There 
are personal, indefi nite, and relative pronouns.

• An antecedent is the word that the pronoun refers to. A pronoun and 
its antecedent must match in gender and in number.

• The pronoun I is always capitalized.

• When a pronoun reference is unclear, repeat the noun instead or rewrite 
the sentence.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 T
he

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 C
om

pa
ni

es
, I

nc
.

My older sister Amy and I like to play word games. We have a lot of fun 

with them. Sometimes the game is too hard, so I do not like to play it. 

Amy always wins. Still, I have a lot of fun playing any game with my sister.

My family and I went to visit the local nature center today. There were two 

guides, and they showed us around the center. I saw an owl with a broken 

wing. Sam, my little brother, said that he had never seen an owl before.


