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STATE OF THE DISCIPLINE

Greek Architecture

BARBARA A. BARLETTA

Abstract
The study of Greek architecture grew out of the me-

ticulous recording of buildings and their components by 
18th- and 19th-century investigators. Although the aims 
have changed, with an increasing emphasis on historical 
and social context, the basic methods of documentation 
remain the same. This essay traces the history of the disci-
pline as a background to modern approaches, geographic 
emphases, and new perspectives. It surveys the work of 
archaeological schools and conference bodies, followed 
by general studies of architecture and its components as 
well as individual building forms and complexes. A focus 
is placed on recent literature, from 1980 to the present, 
and on books rather than articles.*

introduction

Many contributions have been made to the field 
of Greek architecture over the past 30 years. Previ-
ously known buildings have received fuller studies, 
and newly excavated ones have been brought to light. 
New books provide surveys of Greek architecture or of 
particular building types and components. The inter-
relationship of buildings has been mined for informa-
tion about function and society. Progress has also been 
made in elucidating the backgrounds of architects and 
the processes by which they worked. 

This article traces these developments with the aims 
of presenting the current state of the discipline and 
of giving insights into its future directions. The works 
cited are by no means comprehensive. Because of the 
large number of publications, preference is given to 
books over articles, except for topics for which few 
books exist. The period considered, from 1980 on-
ward, is admittedly arbitrary and sometimes inconsis-
tent. As a result of these limitations, some important 
publications are necessarily excluded. It is hoped, 

however, that the list of works cited, which is provided 
at the end of this article, will assist the reader in locat-
ing those contributions. 

history of the discipline

The study of Greek architecture has evolved consid-
erably from its origins in the 18th century, but some 
of the basic principles have remained the same. It was 
initiated by architects seeking to preserve a record of 
monuments of the past and to use them as a source of 
“good taste” in their own times. They were already fa-
miliar with buildings in Rome, but by the 18th century, 
their interests had shifted to Greece. Stuart and Revett 
state the reasons for this shift in their 1748 applica-
tion for financing for what would be the first project 
sponsored by the Society of Dilettanti. They wanted to 
make exact drawings of the buildings, since the “beau-
ties of a correct style” that existed in Athens surpassed 
those of Rome “as much as an original excels a copy,” 
and these, having been “almost completely neglected,” 
must be preserved in drawings for posterity.1

Ancient architecture is no longer seen as a source 
for contemporary models, although it may still enjoy 
some interest from practicing architects. This is ex-
pressed in the republication of books on topics such 
as the origin and use of moldings.2 There is also an 
increasing interest in the works of early investigators. 
A reprint edition of Stuart and Revett’s The Antiquities 
of Athens has just appeared,3 and the first English trans-
lation of Le Roy’s Les ruines des plus beaux monuments 
de la Grece was issued in 2003.4 Illustrations of Greek 
monuments produced by 19th-century French, Dan-
ish, and German architects have formed the subject 
of exhibitions and catalogues.5 Some institutions now 
host digitized versions of early publications that are 

* I wish to thank Editor-in-Chief N.J. Norman for inviting 
me to write this article. Several people have kindly provided 
assistance with research and writing. S. Lucore offered a bib-
liography on baths, and B. Tsakirgis has done the same with 
housing. Both M. Miles and H.R. Goette read the manuscript 
and made valuable suggestions for improving the text and the 
works cited. I am very grateful to all of these scholars. The mis-
takes and omissions that remain are, of course, my own. 

1 Stoneman 1987, 122; see also Stuart and Revett 2008, v. 
See Watkin (2006) for a detailed discussion of the intellectual 
climate that gave rise to these views.

2 Walker 2007. 
3 Stuart and Revett 2008. 
4 Le Roy 2003. 
5 See Hellmann et al. (1986), Bendtsen (1993), and Bankel 

(1986), respectively.
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long out of print.6 These volumes provide valuable 
documentation both of the material and of previous 
attitudes toward it.

Additionally, the approach taken by early investi-
gators remains fundamental to the study of Greek ar-
chitecture. They sought to document the remains of 
buildings through accurate measurements, drawings, 
and records of details. Modern scholars continue to 
accept this as the first step in the analysis of a build-
ing.7 German publications provide useful models for 
this kind of documentation. They typically begin with a 
thorough exposition of the remains, including descrip-
tions of the elements with lists of preserved fragments 
in easily readable tables, and present both drawings 
and photographs of the more important blocks.8 A 
reconstruction and interpretation of the monument 
follows. Even scholars whose aim is to offer a new re-
construction or interpretation must necessarily rely 
on the primary documentation of the building and 
its elements.9 Thus, publications from the 18th, 19th, 
and even early 20th centuries, which in other fields 
would be considered long out of date, continue to be 
significant for the study of Greek architecture. 

One might assume that most Greek buildings, es-
pecially those visible to the early investigators, would 
have been thoroughly documented, but many of these 
are becoming known for the first time. Thus, despite 
the initial discovery of the Temple of Apollo at Bas-
sai in the 18th century,10 it has only recently received 
complete analysis: a four-volume publication, three 
volumes of which (by Cooper) are devoted exclusively 
to the architecture.11 The Temple of Nemesis at Rham-
nous provides another example. Although the Society 
of Dilettanti published drawings and measurements 

by J.P. Gandy in 1817, the temple was not fully docu-
mented and reconstructed until 1989, by Miles.12 A 
similar situation exists with the Late Archaic Temple 
of Aphaia on Aigina. It was noted already in 1797, in 
the second volume of Antiquities of Ionia, and was the 
subject of several investigations over the years. Yet its 
thorough documentation, with detailed drawings, 
plans, and architectural analysis by Bankel, only ap-
peared in 1993.13 Similarly, von Freeden’s 1983 book 
on the Tower of the Winds in Athens, one of the best-
preserved Greek buildings in the city, relied on the 
drawings of Stuart and Revett,14 while a new study of 
that structure by Kienast is set to appear presently.15

In western Greece (South Italy and Sicily), the 
circumstances are comparable, albeit more striking. 
Despite the “rediscovery” of the temples at Paestum 
by 1746,16 the Temple of Hera II, once thought to be 
dedicated to Poseidon, lacks a monographic study.17 
The complete documentation of the Temple of Hera 
I (the so-called Basilica) was published by Mertens in 
1993.18 For the other temple, that of Athena, we rely 
on the 1959 exposition of Krauss, which is thorough 
in its description and reconstruction but, in keeping 
with its time, more limited in regard to architectural 
context.19 Additionally, the important and relatively 
well-preserved temple at Segesta in Sicily only received 
full publication, again by Mertens, in 1984.20 

Although thorough investigations of the Hera I and 
Segesta temples were long delayed, the recent studies 
offer models for their kind. Mertens’ approach is com-
prehensive, providing not only the expected descrip-
tions, measurements, and drawings but also discussions 
of western Greek buildings of similar date. He thus 
creates a context for the primary subject, while also of-

6 As in the case of Ross et al. (1839), which is hosted by Rupre-
cht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg (http://digi.ub.uni-heidel-
berg.de/diglit/ross1839). AntDenk is also available from this
site (http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/ad1891/0086), 
as are certain other publications.

7 Gruben (2007, 54–5) cites R. Koldewey’s maxim that an 
ancient building is not entirely known if not measured and 
drawn, which holds true even today.

8 The publications of temples on Aigina provide a good ex-
ample of this methodology (Schwandner 1985; Bankel 1993; 
see also the Alt-Ägina volumes, such as those by Hoffelner 
1996, 1999). The fi rst two books are published by Walter de 
Gruyter and the other group by Philipp von Zabern.

9 E.g., Norman’s (1984) reassessment of the Temple of Ath-
ena Alea at Tegea used the documentation and observations 
of the building in earlier publications and unpublished pa-
pers, in addition to her own discoveries.

10 The temple was fi rst reported and drawn in the 18th cen-
tury by a French architect, J. Bocher, and next explored by 
C.R. Cockerell and C. Haller von Hallerstein in 1811, as noted 
by Dinsmoor 1933, esp. 204–5.

11 For the architecture, see Cooper 1992, 1996a, 1996b. For 
a volume on the sculpture, see Madigan 1992.

12 Society of Dilettanti 1817. In her study, Miles (1989, 139–
40) discusses the history of investigations.

13 Society of Dilettanti 1797, 16–19, pls. 2–8 (labeled Tem-
ple of Jupiter Panellenius). The temple was described by  
Fiechter in Furtwängler (1906), but Bankel (1993) offers a 
more complete study in accord with contemporary standards. 
For the history of excavations and publications, see Bankel 
1993, 1–3.

14 von Freeden 1983.
15 Kienast (forthcoming). 
16 See Chiosi et al. (1986, esp. 18, 19, 23), where it is noted 

that travel guides only began to include Paestum at the begin-
ning of the 19th century.

17 A detailed study of all three temples was planned by 
Krauss, but he was only able to complete one (Krauss 1959), 
as explained in Mertens 1993, xi.

18 Mertens 1993.
19 Krauss 1959.
20 Mertens 1984. 
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fering valuable information about structures that have 
yet to receive a more complete publication.

Even buildings that were well studied in the past 
have benefited from new investigations. In particular, 
work carried out on the Acropolis in conjunction with 
its restoration project has yielded much new informa-
tion, which is set out in several publications. Many of 
these focus on the Parthenon, despite the already large 
body of scholarship on the subject. Seven volumes, 
some in two or three parts, plus additional books (in 
Greek) provide the results of detailed studies, accom-
panied by numerous drawings and photographs.21 This 
work has also generated articles on specific discover-
ies, perhaps the most striking of which are windows 
that once flanked the doorway,22 alterations that are 
interpreted as reflecting the substitution of the Ionic 
frieze for one originally planned as Doric, and the 
possible execution of a second frieze in the pronaos.23 
The process of construction is detailed in two books 
by Korres.24 Other books have appeared that provide 
an overview of the building or its restoration.25

These renewed investigations of the Parthenon 
seem, in turn, to have inspired other scholars, to judge 
from the number of publications produced in recent 
years. Pedersen offers an intriguing proposal for Corin-
thian, rather than Ionic, columns in the rear room.26 
An argument has also been made that the Ionic frieze 
was part of the original design.27 The sculpture has re-
ceived particular attention. In 1993, Palagia published 
a book on its pedimental sculpture.28 Casts of the me-
topes in Basel have allowed for a new study.29 Three 
books have appeared in recent years devoted solely to 
the Parthenon frieze,30 including one by Neils, who 
then turned her attention to editing a multiauthor vol-
ume on the context, sculptures, and historiography of 

the Parthenon.31 The overall sculptural program and 
its significance have been the subject of additional 
books.32 Conferences have also profiled various aspects 
of the Parthenon.33

The Propylaea has likewise received numerous publi-
cations of late. These include the results of studies con-
ducted for the restoration project as well as the project 
itself. 34 A two-volume set by Tanoulas, the architect in 
charge of the current restoration project, details the 
post-Antique periods of the building.35 Fairly contem-
poraneously with these works, de Waele published his 
own metrological analysis of the Mnesiklean design.36 
That contribution was followed by the long-anticipated 
and thorough study of the classical building by Dins-
moor and Dinsmoor.37 

Studies for restoration were also undertaken on the 
adjacent Temple of Athena Nike, and the results were 
published with detailed text and plates.38 Mark’s analysis 
of the building phases of the sanctuary, which traced 
the development of the temple, altar, and statue base, 
had appeared the previous year.39 The condition of the 
Erechtheion demanded that it be the first to undergo 
restoration, with the result that the documentation 
produced for that building precedes the chronologi-
cal limits of this discussion.40 Further elucidation by the 
architect of the restoration, Papanikolaou, was delayed 
by his untimely death. A short article by Papanikolaou, 
however, along with essays by others involved in the 
Acropolis restoration project, is available in a general 
book.41 A second book on the Acropolis restorations 
has also recently appeared from the Greek Ministry 
of Culture.42

The archaic buildings on the Acropolis have like-
wise come under examination. The first volume in the 
Dinsmoor study of the Propylaea, which examined the 

21 The seven volumes may be divided into separate parts. 
They are listed here in consecutive order: Korres and Bouras 
1983 (vol. 1); Korres et al. 1989 (vol. 2a); Korres 1989 (vol. 
2b); Koufopoulos 1994 (vol. 3a); Zambas 1994 (vol. 3b); Sk-
oulikides 1994 (vol. 3c); Korres 1994b (vol. 4); Toganides 
1994 (vol. 5); Parasche and Toganides 2002 (vol. 6); Papakon-
stantinou et al. 2002 (vol. 7). Additional studies appear out-
side the series: Toganides and Matala 2002; Zambas 2002a; 
Zambas 2002b.

22 Korres 1984.
23 Korres 1994a.
24 Korres 1995, 2000. 
25 Tournikiotis 1994; Korres et al. 1996; see also articles in 

Economakis 1994. 
26 Pedersen 1989.
27 Barletta 2009.
28 Palagia 1993.
29 Berger 1986.
30 Jenkins 1994; Berger and Gisler-Huwiler 1996; Neils 

2001.

31 Neils 2005.
32 Lagerlöf 2000; Cosmopoulos 2004; Jenkins 2007. Al-

though the book by Boardman (1985) includes a general 
discussion of other aspects of the building, it is primarily con-
cerned with the sculpture. 

33 Berger 1984. Hoepfner (1997) includes papers on other 
monuments, but the Parthenon is by far the main building 
discussed.

34 Tanoulas et al. 1994; Tanoulas and Ioannidou 2002; Ioan-
nidou 2007. In addition, Tanoulas has published important 
articles on the building (e.g., Tanoulas 1996).

35 Tanoulas 1997.
36 de Waele 1990.
37 Dinsmoor and Dinsmoor 2004. 
38 Giraud 1994.
39 Mark 1993.
40 Platon 1977. 
41 Economakis 1994. See Papanikolaou (1994) for his dis-

cussion of the restoration of the Erechtheion.
42 Ioannidou et al. 2008.
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archaic predecessor, or Old Propylon, was published 
already in 1980.43 Nevertheless, controversy still sur-
rounds the appearance of that building.44 A recent 
book by Kissas examines roof tiles, metopes, geisa, and 
acroterion bases on the Acropolis.45 From the working 
of certain members, along with other evidence, he re-
vives the argument that the H-architecture originally 
stood on the Dörpfeld foundations. A reexamination 
of the geisa of the small poros buildings is currently 
underway.46 In addition, scholars have written on the 
supports for votive dedications from the Acropolis, 
which often take an architectural form and thus pro-
vide important information about the development of 
capitals and bases in the Archaic period.47

These detailed studies of architecture follow in the 
tradition set by the early investigators; that is, they be-
gin with extensive documentation and illustrations, 
which form the basis of their reconstructions. Yet the 
recording of remains is no longer the final goal of 
architectural studies. In their publications, contem-
porary authors are more concerned than their prede-
cessors with elucidating the historical context of the 
building. While this broader analysis typically accom-
panies the primary exposition of remains, it may be 
developed further by other scholars who rely on that 
initial documentation. 

The Acropolis has been a particularly popular sub-
ject for these secondary studies. The results of recent 
investigations have been incorporated into several 
new books. That by Brouskari offers a handy and well-
illustrated overview.48 Hurwit’s 1999 book examines 
the monuments, cults, and history of the Acropolis 
from the Neolithic period to the present,49 while his 
second, shorter publication focuses on the Periclean 
period.50 Holtzmann considers the Acropolis from 
the Archaic and Classical periods to post-antiquity.51 
Even more broadly, a recent book by Schneider and 
Höcker moves from the monuments themselves to 
their political and social significance in both ancient 
and modern times.52  

geographic concerns
Architectural studies have traditionally been weight-

ed toward certain regions of the Greek world. This 
may be ascribed in part to the attitudes inherited from 
18th-century investigators such as Stuart and Revett. 
They gave priority not only to Greece over Rome but 
also to mainland Greece (particularly Athens) and 
Ionia over Greek cities elsewhere. 

The importance of Athenian monuments had jus-
tified the first expedition under the auspices of the 
Dilettanti and the publication of their initial series of 
four volumes and a later supplement of Antiquities of 
Athens.53 Subsequent expeditions were made to the 
Greek settlements of Asia Minor, resulting in five vol-
umes entitled Antiquities of Ionia.54 The members stated 
the reasons for their interest in Asia Minor and for the 
order of investigations at the beginning of the first 
volume of their publication, noting that this area was 
“perhaps, after Attica, the most deserving the atten-
tion of a classical traveler,” for both its intellectual and 
architectural achievements.55 Such statements echoed 
the opinions of ancient sources, on whose authority 
investigators of this period largely relied.

The emphasis given to sites considered historically 
and/or culturally significant meant that only limited 
investigations were carried out in other parts of the 
Greek world. This legacy has continued, even within 
mainland Greece. Modern excavators have begun to 
change this situation, however, with surprising re-
sults. German excavations at Kalapodi (Phokis), for 
example, have brought to light a sanctuary of Artemis 
and Apollo that offers important evidence for early ar-
chitecture.56 An apsidal, semiperipteral temple from 
Ano Mazaraki (Achaea)57 and a temple in Metropo-
lis (Thessaly) with an unusual column count in its 
peristyle and carved decoration on its Doric capitals58 
both challenge the accepted canons of Greek temple 
architecture. Among the most remarkable discoveries 
in recent years, for both their architecture and their 
painted decoration, are Macedonian tombs.59

43 Dinsmoor 1980.
44 See the alternate reconstructions proposed for the pre-

Mnesiklean entrance to the Acropolis by Eiteljorg (1995) and 
Shear 1999.

45 Kissas 2008. 
46 This is being conducted by Klein (1991a, 2007, 2008), 

who has presented her fi ndings at several annual meetings of 
the Archaeological Institute of America.

47 Kissas (2000) includes these in his study and notes previ-
ously unpublished pieces. See McGowan (1997) for a discus-
sion of the Ionic capitals and their architectural signifi cance.

48 Brouskari 1997.
49 Hurwit 1999. 
50 Hurwit 2004 (designed for students but useful to all).
51 Holtzmann 2003.

52 Schneider and Höcker 2001.
53 Stuart and Revett 1762, 1787, 1794, 1816, 1830, 2008.
54 Society of Dilettanti 1797, 1821, 1840, 1881, 1915. See a 

summary of these missions in Society of Dilettanti (1915, xi, 
1–7, 25) and a discussion of the work of the society by Kopff 
1996.

55 Society of Dilettanti 1821, iii–iv. 
56 The discoveries at the sanctuary are being published by 

the German Archaeological Institute (DAI) in the series Ka-
lapodi: Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen im Heiligtum der Artemis und 
des Apollo von Hyampolis in der antiken Phokis.

57 Petropoulos 2002.
58 Intzesiloglou 2002.
59 For a discussion of those at Vergina, see Andronikos 

(1984) and, more recently, Borza and Palagia 2007. For Mace-
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The Greek sites of South Italy and Sicily likewise 
inspired little interest from the early investigators, 
for the same reasons. Only one western Greek tem-
ple, that of Zeus Olympios at Akragas, was included 
in the publications of the Dilettanti. Significantly, it 
had received praise from both Polybius (9.27.9) and 
Diodorus Siculus (13.82.1–4). This building appeared, 
however, in the last, supplementary volume of the An-
tiquities of Athens, which was published in 1830 with the 
addition to the title and other places in Greece, Sicily, etc.60 
Its aim was to include details of temples that had not 
been adequately published in the earlier volumes. Ne-
glect of this region was compounded by the creation 
of archaeological schools, which reflect the boundar-
ies of the modern countries and are typically housed 
in their capitals or major cities. For Italy, this means 
Rome, with its own traditions rooted in the cultures 
of the Etruscans and ancient Romans. 

Although certain architects and archaeologists, 
especially those of the German Archaeological In-
stitute (DAI), have turned their attention to western 
Greece, its architecture has not been the basis of as 
many studies or of such long-term projects as build-
ings in the modern country of Greece or even in Asia 
Minor. As a result, scholars seeking details of western 
Greek buildings have long had to rely on 19th-century 
publications. That of Koldewey and Puchstein remains 
important for its authoritative documentation of struc-
tures then known in both South Italy and Sicily.61 Even 
now, this two-volume set is invaluable for its drawings 
and measurements. It has only recently been matched 
by Mertens’ book, which provides a comprehensive, 
well-illustrated, up-to-date resource for both temples 
and other buildings in this region.62 

The Aegean Islands have also been largely over-
looked by scholars of Greek architecture for some of 
the same reasons. Vitruvius was unaware of its contri-
butions to the origins of the Ionic order and so, ac-
cordingly, were the early investigators. Excavations and 
examinations of remains by Gruben and the Institut 
für Bauforschung und Baugeschichte of the Technis-
che Universität München (TUM) have brought to light 

the significant—and distinctive—architectural tradi-
tions of these islands. Final reports of their work are 
now being published. Two books have appeared on 
Parian architecture, one on the fifth-century Temple 
of Artemis and another on Hellenistic architecture, 
while yet a third volume has been produced on marble 
roofs from the Aegean.63 Gruben’s own studies have 
been published in numerous chapters and articles, 
among the last of which was a lengthy exposition of 
architecture from Naxos and Delos.64 

In recent years, archaeologists have begun to ex-
plore previously inaccessible or more distant parts of 
the Greek world. Albania has attracted considerable 
attention. A recent book details the investigations of 
the French mission at the site of Apollonia and the 
various public and private constructions that were 
uncovered.65 The Black Sea is another promising area 
for research. A study of architectural forms from the 
northern part of this region demonstrates stylistic and 
historical connections with specific cities elsewhere in 
the Greek (and later Roman) world.66

archaeology and archaeological schools 
and institutes

The expansion of archaeology in the 19th century 
had a profound impact on the study of Greek archi-
tecture. Investigations of buildings moved from the 
realm of the architect to that of the archaeologist,67 a 
situation that is still true today. Investigators may be, 
and often are, trained as architects, but their approach 
is now historical and scholarly. The TUM is especially 
well known for offering this dual training. 

Archaeological investigations have played a major 
role in the elucidation of Greek architecture. The 
foundation of the Greek state in 1831 led to the estab-
lishment in Greece of the Archaeological Service and 
of the Archaeological Society at Athens, followed by 
permanent archaeological schools representing major 
European and North American nations.68 The French 
School at Athens was the first, in 1846.69 Germany, the 
United States, Britain, and Austria followed, establish-
ing their presence still within the 19th century. The 

donian tombs more generally, see Miller 1993.
60 Stuart and Revett 1830.
61 Koldewey and Puchstein 1899.
62 Mertens 2006. 
63 See Schuller (1991), Müller (2003), and Ohnesorg 

(1993), respectively.
64 Gruben 1997.
65 Dimo et al. 2007.
66 Bujskich 2010.
67 See the discussion by Gruben (2007, 32–65) on the devel-

opment of the discipline.
68 Excellent discussions of the background and activities of 

the foreign schools in Greece are provided in two very similar 
volumes by Korka (2005, 2007). For a list of schools and their 
dates of inception, see the website of the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens (http://www.ascsa.edu.gr/index.
php/About/otherlinks). Here, the date for the Austrian Ar-
chaeological Institute is given as 1908, but its own website says 
1898 (http://www.oeai.at/index.php/history-of-the-institute
.html). 

69 de Grummond 1996a. Gruben (2007, 48) notes that 
the École Française d’Athènes was established in 1846, and 
its excavations at Delos and Delphi began in 1873 and 1892, 
respectively.
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number of foreign archaeological schools in Greece 
has expanded over the years to 17, with the most re-
cent being the Belgian School at Athens (2003). These 
institutions not only sponsor excavations but also pro-
mote scholarly studies of excavated or visible remains. 
Many maintain publication series devoted specifically 
to those excavations, as well as journals or books with 
a more comprehensive mission. 

Thus, the French School produces separate series 
for a number of sites in addition to a monograph se-
ries for the work of its members in Greece. Its website 
provides online access to many of these publications.70 
Those concerning Delos—its first excavation, which 
began in 1873—are published under the title Explora-
tion archéologique de Délos. Several volumes of this series 
have appeared in recent years, including that on the 
theater (vol. 42), one with illustrations and additional 
commentary of architecture presented in earlier pub-
lications (vol. 36), another on the Sanctuary of the 
Syrian Gods (vol. 35), and one on the Oikos of the 
Naxians (vol. 33).71 Remains from the site are sum-
marized in a very useful guide, now in its fourth (and 
expanded) edition.72 

Although Delphi was the site of the second French 
excavation in Greece, its publication series, Fouilles de 
Delphes, began slightly earlier (1902) than the series 
on Delos. Volume two, devoted to topography and 
architecture, is divided into several fascicules, two of 
which have appeared since 1980. One of these elu-
cidates the Terrace of Attalos I,73 and the other, the 
Siphnian Treasury.74 Guidebooks of both the site and 
the museum offer general information and bibliogra-
phy on the monuments.75

The expansion of French investigations in Greece 
into new geographic locations has inspired additional 
publication series. That entitled Études péloponnésiennes 
is devoted to work in the Peloponnesos, particularly at 
Argos. Recent volumes include one on the nympha-
eum of its agora and another on the hypostyle hall.76 

A broader study of sanctuaries and cults in Arcadia 
also appears in this series.77 The theatral monuments 

of Argos, which range from the fifth century B.C.E. 
to the fourth century C.E., are treated in a guidebook 
from Sites et monuments.78 Thasos has also received its 
own series, Études thasiennes, but none of the recent 
volumes is concerned with architecture. A very infor-
mative guidebook, now in its second edition, covers 
various aspects of the site as well as the museum.79 

As the title of the series Bibliothèque des Écoles fran-
çaises d’Athènes et de Rome indicates, these monographs 
are not limited to the study of Greece. Nevertheless, 
some recent volumes have been concerned with this 
area and its architecture. In particular, volume 278 
in the series offers a very useful discussion of the vo-
cabulary employed for Greek architecture, at least as 
it is known from Delos.80 Volume 263 documents the 
investigation of Tenos, particularly at its Sanctuary of 
Poseidon and Amphitrite.81 

The mission of the French School at Rome has been 
directed to ancient Italy and its various cultures, es-
pecially that of the Romans. Its work on Greek archi-
tecture has thus been much more limited than that 
of its counterpart in Athens.82 Excavations begun in 
1949 at Megara Hyblaia (in Sicily) have yielded several 
volumes over the years, including a recent one on the 
innovative urban plan.83 A guidebook to the site was 
published in the early 1980s.84 Work has also been car-
ried out at Paestum, with several volumes profiling the 
architecture in both the Greek and Roman periods.85 
The archaeological interests of the French School at 
Rome in South Italy and Sicily are represented by the 
Centre Jean Bérard, a joint foundation with the Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS). The 
Centre Jean Bérard produces its own publication se-
ries, of which some volumes focus on architecture.86 

The DAI has established several branches in the 
Mediterranean region. The section in Athens has a 
long history of excavation and publication in Greece, 
which continues to the current day.87 Its work at 
Olympia is chronicled in articles published in the se-
ries Bericht über die Ausgrabungen in Olympia, some of 
which include architecture. Another series, Olympische 
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Forschungen, has recently presented studies of both ter-
racotta roofs at Olympia88 and their sculptural deco-
ration.89 Excavations at Samos are documented in a 
series by that name, of which several volumes of late 
have been concerned with architecture. These include 
studies of the Hellenistic gymnasium,90 the North 
Building and its sanctuary,91 the water tunnel designed 
by Eupalinos,92 and the columns of each of the two 
great dipteral temples.93 Another site investigated by 
the DAI is the Kerameikos cemetery in Athens, whose 
eponymous series has yielded three volumes on archi-
tecture since 1980.94 

Other work by German archaeologists in Greece 
has included the Temple of Aphaia on Aigina. Sepa-
rate volumes have appeared in recent years on the two 
phases of the temple in Denkmäler antiker Architektur.95 
The results of investigations on Naxos and Paros are 
included in volume 18 of this same series, under the 
title Architektur auf Naxos und Paros. Two parts have 
appeared so far.96 

As already discussed, the DAI in Rome maintains 
an interest in both Roman and Greek (South Italian 
and Sicilian) remains. Its former architect and direc-
tor, Mertens, has taken a leading role in investiga-
tions at Metapontum and Selinous,97 both of which 
are extensive and involve scholars of other nations.98 
Work at the latter site is being published in a number 
of volumes of which the first, on the city and its walls, 
was issued recently.99 This, as well as institute publi-
cations of the houses and the theater at Soluntum,100 
appear in the Sonderschriften series of the DAI Rome. 
We have already noted Mertens’ books on the fifth-
century temple at Segesta and the archaic Temple of 
Hera I at Paestum, both of which are in the same series. 
The Sonderschriften reflect the broad purview of this 
institution and therefore focus on many other topics 
as well. Similarly, Greek architecture is occasionally 
represented among the varied subjects of the articles 
and supplementary volumes published by its journal, 

Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts, Rö-
mische Abteilung.101 

Through its department in Istanbul, the DAI inves-
tigates Greek sites in Asia Minor. It is currently car-
rying out excavations at Didyma, Miletos, Pergamon, 
and Priene. Work at Miletos is published in the series 
Milesische Forschungen, of which one volume is devoted 
to the Sanctuary of Athena.102 Proceedings from a 1999 
symposium on early Ionia, also in this series, include 
a number of important papers on architecture.103 A 
recent publication of the Altertümer von Pergamon se-
ries examines Hellenistic Greek (as well as Roman) 
houses.104 Priene has also received attention with a 
new guidebook to the site105 and a forthcoming book 
on buildings in the Sanctuary of Athena.106

The Berlin headquarters of the DAI bears editorial 
responsibility for many of the series mentioned, as 
well as others. Within the second group, Archäologische 
Forschungen (AF) has published several volumes lately 
that are concerned with Greek architecture. These in-
clude the books already cited on architectural forms 
of the northern Black Sea area,107 archaic components 
from the Athenian Acropolis,108 and Hellenistic archi-
tecture on Paros,109 as well as one on Island-Ionic and 
Eastern-Ionic altars.110 Architectural ornament from 
Hellenistic Asia Minor is explored in the series Beiträge 
zur Erschliessung hellenistischer und kaiserzeitlicher Skulptur 
und Architektur.111 Certainly the greatest focus on archi-
tecture is to be found in Diskussionen zur archäologischen 
Bauforschung, although the material is not limited to 
the Greek world. 

Work of the American School of Classical Studies at 
Athens is also well documented by recent books. The 
school began excavations at Corinth in 1896, with the 
first volume on the site published in 1929. To com-
memorate this work, the Corinth series recently issued 
a centenary publication, with papers on topics that in-
cluded early architecture and sanctuaries.112 An earlier 
contribution to the series, volume 18, focuses on the 
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Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore, with part 3 covering 
its topography and architecture.113 Long-term excava-
tions at another site, the Athenian Agora, have pro-
duced a new guidebook,114 a conference,115 and three 
recent volumes devoted to architecture. These last 
focus on the lawcourts, the remains beneath the Stoa 
of Attalos, and the city Eleusinion.116 Although results 
of the first major excavation, at the Argive Heraion, 
were published long ago, the American School has 
now undertaken a new series, Argive Heraion, designed 
to provide up-to-date documentation of the site. The 
first volume, on the architecture of the classical temple, 
has now appeared, and the second, on its sculpture, 
is in progress.117 

Results of the affiliated excavations at Nemea, which 
were revived by the University of California (UC) at 
Berkeley, are being presented in an eponymous se-
ries from UC Press. There are currently two volumes 
on architecture. The first examines various buildings 
in the sanctuary, and the more recent one, the Early 
Hellenistic stadium.118 Excavations at the Cretan site 
of Kommos have yielded, in addition to Minoan re-
mains, a sanctuary of the Greek (and Roman) period, 
of which the architecture and other finds are docu-
mented in the fourth Kommos volume.119 Samothrace 
has been excavated by New York University almost 
continuously since 1938, with final reports appearing 
sporadically in the Samothrace series. Three volumes 
have been published on architecture in recent years.120 
The publications office of the American School of Clas-
sical Studies at Athens has now assumed responsibility 
for this series.121

The British School at Athens is active in research 
and publication in Greece, although much of its work 
is focused on the prehistoric period. Notable excep-
tions within the supplementary series to the Annual of 
the British School at Athens (BSA) are the publications of 
the Protogeometric building at Lefkandi, the seventh-
century and later temples of Athena at Old Smyrna, 
and an archaic fort in Euboea.122 The mission of the 
British School at Rome includes contemporary art and 

architecture as well as the archaeology and culture of 
Italy. Although the latter subjects are represented by 
various publications, they are geographically oriented 
to northern rather than southern Italy.

The Austrian Archaeological Institute was among 
the earliest of the foreign schools in Athens. So, too, 
the Austrians have a long history of fieldwork in the 
Peloponnesos at Elis, Aigeira, and Lousoi. Their inves-
tigations were profiled recently in the proceedings of a 
symposium commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
the institute.123 This publication is part of the Sonder-
schriften series, which also includes a monograph on 
the theater at Aigeira.124 The journal of the institute, 
Jahreshefte des Österreichischen archäologischen Instituts 
in Wien (ÖJh), produces supplementary volumes that 
occasionally focus on Greek architecture. One has re-
cently appeared on interior enclosure walls in Greek 
cities.125 Austrian excavations conducted in the Sanc-
tuary of Apollo on Aigina have resulted in two recent 
books in the Alt-Ägina series, which examine the tem-
ple, associated structures, and other monuments.126 

In southern Italy, Austrian archaeologists have done 
extensive work at Velia. Much of this is sponsored by 
the Austrian Academy of Sciences (Österreichischen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften) and published in the 
AF series. Recent volumes dealing with architecture, 
among other topics, include a discussion of architec-
tural terracottas from houses,127 as well as papers pre-
sented at two conferences, one specifically on Velia128 
and another on connections between the Aegean and 
the western Mediterranean.129 

On the coast of Asia Minor, longstanding Austrian 
investigations at Ephesos have yielded several new pub-
lications. A study of the archaic Temple of Artemis at 
Ephesos based on discoveries from the renewed excava-
tions130 and a reconstruction of the altar of the Artemi-
sion131 have appeared as separate parts of Forschungen 
in Ephesos, volume 12. Volume 13, part 2 documents 
the results of excavations in the Tetragonos Agora, 
which was laid out in the third century B.C.E.132 Addi-
tionally, a book on early architectural terracottas from 
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the sanctuary was recently published as a supplement 
to ÖJh.133 

The Italian School of Archaeology focuses on both 
prehistoric and historic sites in Greece. Several recent 
publications have resulted from their work at Gortyna, 
including one on the acropolis sanctuary and another 
on the Hellenistic-period fortifications.134 The archi-
tectural development as well as other aspects of the 
Sanctuary of Asklepios at Lebena (Crete) is also the 
subject of a book.135 

Since 1964, excavations at Eretria have been con-
ducted by the Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece. 
Final reports are published in the Eretria series, which 
includes a number of recent volumes on architecture. 
These cover topics ranging from houses to the gym-
nasion, the theater, and Macedonian-type tombs.136 
There is also a very useful recent guide to the site, 
originally produced in French with Greek and English 
translations.137 

Other schools of archaeology have likewise released 
recent publications of work by their members. For 
the Finnish Institute at Athens, these include an im-
portant study of the height and form of the peristyle 
columns of the fourth-century Temple of Athena Alea 
at Tegea,138 as well as a compilation of sketches of ar-
chitecture in Greece by early Finnish travelers.139 The 
investigation of the Temple of Athena Alea at Tegea 
has long been an interest of the Norwegian Institute at 
Athens, and the investigation of the peristyle columns 
from the fourth-century temple arose from that proj-
ect. Recently, the Norwegian Institute has expanded 
its work in Arcadia, including the publication of a 
seminar on the region.140

Much fieldwork in the Mediterranean is of course 
carried out by nationals of that country, for whom such 
series are not the primary conduit for publication. 
An example is the Turkish investigations at the site 
of Old Smyrna, which were published by the Turkish 
Historical Society.141 By contrast, those of the British 
collaborators appeared in a supplementary volume 
of the BSA.142 Additionally, a colloquium discussing 
recent excavations in Greece, with papers largely by 

Greek nationals, was published in the series British 
Archaeological Reports.143 When foreign excavators work 
directly with representatives of the host country rather 
than with an archaeological school, the sponsoring in-
stitution may bear responsibility for publication. Thus, 
Morgantina Studies, from Princeton University Press, 
provides the final reports of excavations initiated by 
that university at the Sicilian site of Morgantina. Vol-
umes have already appeared on the kilns and on the 
typology and contents of archaic tombs, and other ar-
chitectural topics are forthcoming.144 Finally, some re-
sults are published in conjunction with archaeological 
organizations in the home country, such as the reports 
of the Danish Archaeological Expedition to Bodrum, 
which appear in the Jutland Archaeological Society series. 
The expedition’s investigations of the Maussolleion at 
Halikarnassos, built for a foreign ruler but designed 
by a Greek architect, are documented in separate vol-
umes that cover such topics as the foundations and 
the superstructure of the building.145 

conferences

Conferences and the proceedings that result from 
them have become increasingly popular means of ex-
changing ideas and information in the field of clas-
sical archaeology. Some are ad hoc, but others are 
held on a regular basis, although the location may 
vary. The second type is exemplified by the Interna-
tional Congress of Classical Archaeology, which draws 
participants from a number of countries to speak on 
topics with a geographic or, more recently, technical 
or methodological focus.146 Because of the general na-
ture of the themes, however, Greek architecture may 
not be well represented. 

The subject is given more emphasis in the periodic 
colloquia on ancient architecture that are organized 
in whole or part by the DAI in Berlin and published 
in the series Diskussionen zur archäologischen Baufor-
schung. Those volumes with a particular interest in the 
Greek world offer important insights and evidence for 
buildings and their components, techniques of con-
struction, and settlements, planning, and theory.147 A 
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partner in this series, the Free University of Berlin, 
has also separately sponsored a number of symposia 
on Greek architecture, which are published in the 
series Schriften des Seminars für Klassische Archäologie. 
One on cult buildings of the Athenian Acropolis was 
mentioned previously.148 An earlier conference exam-
ined Hellenistic palaces.149 Another focused on Greek 
architecture from a political perspective.150 A fourth 
explored methods of lighting in Greek and later build-
ings.151 More recently, the topic was the Greek agora.152 
Still another recent colloquium in Berlin, which exam-
ined imitations in ancient art, included contributions 
on Greek architecture.153 These events are extremely 
useful in highlighting the activities and views of their 
primarily German participants.

The Maison de l’Orient in Lyon, France, has been 
the site of other important conferences on ancient ar-
chitecture, including one on temples and sanctuaries154 
and another on sacrificial space, particularly altars.155 A 
colloquium sponsored by the French Institute for Ana-
tolian Studies in Istanbul offered a series of stimulating 
papers on architectural workshops in the sixth-century 
Aegean world, from Anatolia to western Greece.156

The Istituto per la Storia e l’Archeologia della 
Magna Grecia organizes an annual conference on vari-
ous themes involving western Greece and publishes 
the proceedings in a numbered series.157 A section of 
each volume is devoted to reports on archaeological 
activities, which often include the discovery or study 
of Greek buildings. Occasionally, longer presentations 
are given on particular aspects of Greek architecture, 
as those by Mertens on urbanism and architecture in 
Magna Graecia or on Ionic characteristics of western 
Greek architecture.158 Proceedings of a recent Italian 
conference in Venice offer an array of papers on archi-
tects, buildings, and cities in the Hellenistic world.159

Archaeological schools and institutes also hold con-
ferences periodically. The French School at Athens 

recently organized one on Delphi, which included 
contributions on Greek architecture, and another, 
along with the CNRS, on Hellenistic and Early Roman 
public buildings in Greece.160 The Norwegian Insti-
tute at Athens, in conjunction with the Italian School 
of Archaeology at Athens, hosted a conference and 
exhibition that linked the three countries through its 
theme, Samian architecture in western Greece. The re-
sulting publication, in both Italian and Greek, presents 
the work of several Italian scholars on Ionic temples 
at Syracuse, Locri, and Caulonia.161 The American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens has sponsored a 
number of conferences in recent years. Two focused 
exclusively on architectural terracottas,162 while two 
others, on Athens and Attica under the democracy 
and on architectural sculpture, included architecture 
among the topics.163 Greek architecture was also pro-
filed in a conference hosted by the American Academy 
in Rome on Greek baths, although this was too recent 
to yield a publication. 

general studies of architecture

Few general books on architecture have appeared 
in recent years in English. Anglophone students and 
scholars still depend on such established works as Din-
smoor’s The Architecture of Ancient Greece because of the 
wide range of buildings discussed.164 Yet this book, last 
revised in 1950, does not include the results of recent 
scholarship, and Dinsmoor has been rightly criticized 
for his disparaging attitude toward monuments in west-
ern Greece, which he sometimes refers to as provincial 
or even “barbaric.”165 Lawrence’s Greek Architecture cov-
ers fewer buildings but maintains its currency through 
periodic revisions, with the most recent in 1996 by 
Tomlinson.166 The English translation of the book by 
Berve and Gruben, titled Greek Temples, Theatres, and 
Shrines, remains important for students because of its 
concise information and comprehensive illustrations, 
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although it is now dated.167 New publications include 
Tomlinson’s own book, Greek Architecture,168 and Spaw-
forth’s introductory text, The Complete Greek Temples,169 
both of which aim at a fairly general audience.

Authors writing in other languages have contin-
ued to produce comprehensive, and often detailed, 
expositions of Greek architecture. After his joint vol-
ume with Berve, Gruben published new editions of 
his contribution on Greek temples and sanctuaries, 
the last of which appeared in 2001.170 Two other Ger-
man publications, by Knell and Müller-Wiener, cover 
a range of topics from planning to building types.171 
Hellmann’s three-volume set in French offers a discus-
sion of principles as well as architectural forms and 
design.172 Recently, a large, thorough, and up-to-date 
tome on early Greek architecture to the fifth century 
has appeared in Italian.173

Several scholars have focused on a more restricted 
body of material. One approach is to consider archi-
tecture of a certain period. Two excellent books on 
the Iron Age have been published in English by Paul 
Åströms Förlag.174 These fill in gaps in the develop-
ment of architecture by elucidating a period that was 
previously poorly known. A short volume in Italian by 
Tiberi treats selected classical monuments.175 The Hel-
lenistic period forms the subject of two other books, 
in German and English, respectively.176 Other scholars 
examine the architecture of a particular region, as with 
Mertens’ publication of western Greek buildings.177 
Sometimes the geographic concentration is combined 
with a chronological one. That is the approach taken 
in books on the Hellenistic architecture of Paros178 
and of Asia Minor.179

architectural components and 
characteristics

There is a long tradition in classical scholarship of as-
sembling specific components or objects and studying 
them as a group. Building models have been treated 
in this way, in an attempt to discern characteristics of 
early architecture.180 Construction features may also 

fall into this category, as demonstrated by studies that 
focus on the corbelled gate181 or the arched doorway.182 
This method is especially profitable with certain archi-
tectural elements that develop or function somewhat 
independently from the buildings to which they be-
long. An example is provided by moldings and their 
decoration. For profiles, Shoe’s books on mainland 
(1936) and western (1952) Greece remain the standard 
sources, despite their age.183 There is no comparable 
source for decoration, although the leaf ornament has 
been investigated in a book by Altekamp.184 

Architectural supports represent another area 
where separate study has proven useful. Two books 
on the subject have appeared recently, one by Donos, 
which focuses specifically on columns and pillars,185 
and another by Kissas, which looks more generally at 
Attic statue and stele bases that include columns,186 in 
both cases from the Archaic period. The topic is also 
addressed in an unpublished dissertation on votive 
columns from the Aegean Islands and the Athenian 
Acropolis.187 These studies have identified distinc-
tive characteristics of architectural supports and in 
some cases of architectural style. Indeed, an article 
by McGowan resulting from her dissertation traces 
the early development of the Athenian Ionic capital 
on the basis of its use for votive supports.188 The Ionic 
capital is also examined in two recent books, one by 
Kirchhoff, which traces it from its origins to the fifth 
century,189 and another by Theodorescu, which eluci-
dates proportions and details.190 Investigations of the 
Corinthian capital have likewise focused on its origin 
and use. These include a published thesis by Börner191 
and an article by Scahill.192 Column bases have received 
much less attention of late, but a book by Dirschedl 
on their typology is forthcoming.193

The architectural orders, which are identified by 
distinctive columns and entablatures, continue to be 
a topic of discussion. The Doric order has stimulated 
the most interest. In the first of a two-volume set, 
Rocco defines its characteristics and traces its devel-
opment over time.194 Arguments for its origins have 
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been set out in dissertations by Howe and Klein,195 in 
the latter case on the basis of its geison. The frieze has 
been the subject of several recent articles by scholars 
such as Osthues,196 Kienast,197 Kyrieleis,198 and Wilson 
Jones.199 The Ionic order has generally received less 
attention. Rocco applies the same treatment to it in 
his second volume as he did to the Doric order in the 
first.200 A book by Barletta focuses on its origins, along 
with those of the Doric order.201 Wilson Jones’ mono-
graphic publication on this same topic is in prepara-
tion. Finally, the frieze has been studied by Felten, but 
primarily for its sculptural decoration.202

Roofing components have attracted considerable 
attention in recent scholarship. Their often-distinctive 
material, specialized production, and frequent re-
newal justify studies that are separate from those of 
associated buildings. For roofs of terracotta, the manu-
facturing process has sparked interest among certain 
scholars.203 Yet most publications examine roofs ty-
pologically and/or geographically. Some focus on a 
particular component, as with a book on the painted 
antefixes from Gela204 and another on western Greek 
lion-head spouts.205 Others may look at entire roofs 
from a single site or area. These include studies of 
Corinthian architectural terracottas,206 early roofs in 
the Peloponnesos,207 and archaic Campanian roofs, 
many of which come from Greek sites.208 Architec-
tural terracottas from Sicily have also been examined 
as a group.209 Less attention is paid to marble roofs, 
but Ohnesorg has recently produced a book on those 
reflecting the Ionic tradition.210 

Another approach is to consider the material over a 
wider geographic area but to limit it chronologically. 
This is done by Winter in her edited conference pro-
ceedings and book. The conferences, first on archaic 
and then on classical and Hellenistic Greek terracot-
tas, appeared respectively as a fascicle and as a supple-
mentary volume of Hesperia.211 Her book, published in 
the intervening period, covers architectural terracottas 

throughout ancient Greece, although it is limited to 
the prehistoric through Archaic periods and organized 
according to regional systems.212 

The conference on architectural terracottas titled 
“Deliciae Fictiles” was initially oriented to central Italy 
except for a few papers that explored connections with 
the Greek world. In its second and third meetings, it 
expanded to encompass all of Italy through Magna 
Graecia and Sicily. The three Deliciae Fictiles volumes 
are thus an important resource for architectural ter-
racottas from the Greek west.213

Greek architects typically placed decoration on 
the tops of roofs. Moustaka discusses terracotta sculp-
tures used in this way at Olympia.214 Danner has made 
several specialized studies of this category of mate-
rial for both mainland and western Greece. His first 
book considered acroteria of archaic and classical 
Greece.215 Next, he explored a more specific topic, 
pedimental antefixes and equestrian kalypters, and 
a different geographic area, South Italy and Sicily.216 
This was followed by a book on western Greek acro-
teria.217 Although pedimental decoration falls more 
appropriately into the realm of sculpture than archi-
tecture, Danner’s examination of types used in the 
west demonstrates their differences from those of 
mainland Greece.218 

Buildings, like freestanding and architectural sculp-
ture, were also enlivened with paint. The study of such 
decoration has gone in and out of favor over the years 
but has become increasingly popular of late. Sculp-
ture has received more attention than architecture, 
although some scholars have discussed color in asso-
ciation with the decoration of buildings. This was the 
case with Brinkmann’s examination of the Siphnian 
Treasury frieze.219 In the publication of her Sather 
Classical Lectures on Greek architectural sculpture, 
Ridgway devotes a chapter to color, which focuses on 
sculpture but discusses buildings as well.220 The pro-
ceedings of a 2000 conference that addressed color 

195 Howe 1985; Klein 1991b.
196 Osthues 2005.
197 Kienast 2002.
198 Kyrieleis 2008.
199 Wilson Jones 2002.
200 Rocco 2003. 
201 Barletta 2001.
202 Felten 1984.
203 See Rostoker and Gebhard (1981) and Sapirstein 2009.
204 Castoldi 1998.
205 Mertens-Horn 1988.
206 Heiden 1987.
207 Cooper 1989. 
208 Rescigno 1998.
209 Wikander 1986.

210 Ohnesorg 1993. 
211 Winter 1990, 1994.
212 Winter 1993.
213 Rystedt et al. 1993; Lulof and Moormann 1997; Edlund-

Berry et al. 2006. 
214 Moustaka 1993.
215 Danner 1989.
216 Danner 1996. 
217 Danner 1997.
218 Danner 2000, 2001, 2002.
219 Brinkmann 1994. See his recent essay on sculpture, 

which also includes comments on architecture (Brinkmann 
2008).

220 Ridgway 1999.



GREEK ARCHITECTURE2011] 623

in Greek art include sections on architecture and ar-
chitectural terracottas.221 With increasing expertise in 
discerning the remains of color, we can expect more 
publications on this topic in the future. 

individual building forms

Even more popular is the emphasis on specific types 
of monuments. Temples received priority from the 
start of investigations and continue to hold a certain 
status because of their communal effort and relative-
ly high expenditure. Thus, they form the subject of 
numerous articles and are frequently represented in 
volumes arising from the investigation of a site or the 
work of an archaeological school, as demonstrated by 
the publications already cited. An individual temple 
may also be the focus of a book published indepen-
dently of a site-specific series. This is the case, for ex-
ample, with recent studies of the archaic Temple of 
Artemis at Ephesos,222 the Temple of Athena at Mak-
istos (Greece),223 the Olympieion in Athens,224 and 
Temple M at Selinous.225 The goal of such works is to 
elucidate various aspects of a temple’s architecture 
and its artistic and/or cultural context. 

That context may include the traditions of the cities 
in which religious buildings were constructed. Barel-
lo’s book on Caulonia discusses remains of architec-
ture and its decoration at the site from the Archaic to 
Hellenistic periods, with particular emphasis on the 
5th-century Doric temple.226 Marconi places the ar-
chaic metopes from Selinous within early architectural 
traditions not only at their own site but also elsewhere. 
By arguing for a greater overall unity of buildings and 
their decoration and by linking the iconography of the 
metopes to local and inherited cults, he proposes a 
strong cultic expression in Selinuntine temples.227

Scholars have also examined the functional relation-
ship of temples to adjacent structures. Thus, Mark’s 
study of the development and chronology of the 
Sanctuary of Athena Nike on the Athenian Acropo-
lis includes not only the temple but also its altar and 
cult statue base.228 While the papers from a 1995 sym-
posium on the Athenian Acropolis focus on temples, 
their contents, and their decoration, they examine 

other religious structures as well.229 Rhodes’ book on 
the Acropolis unites the main buildings within shared 
themes of victory and procession.230 By taking a group 
of cult buildings as his subject, Rhodes is able to ex-
plore relationships and their meaning. 

Given the emphasis on temples, one might expect 
considerable interest in altars. Indeed, various stud-
ies have appeared in the form of articles, but books 
are relatively rare. One important example is the 
recent volume of the Ephesos series, which describes 
and reconstructs the Altar of Artemis at Ephesos. 231 
A short volume has recently appeared on the unusual 
altars (or supports) from Gela.232 Ohnesorg’s book 
looks more broadly at altars, specifically those from 
Ionic territory, and offers detailed descriptions and 
reconstructions.233 An important contribution is also 
made by the proceedings of a conference on sacrifi-
cial space.234 This conference assembled a number 
of prominent figures to discuss altars over a wide 
geographic area—extending beyond the borders of 
ancient Greece—as well as such issues as vocabulary 
and typology. Some papers rely on representations of 
altars in other media, an approach followed by Aktseli 
in her recent book.235 Yet much work still needs to be 
done to clarify the various types of altars, the develop-
ment and geographic distribution of each type, and 
changing preferences over time.

Treasury buildings have likewise received few book-
length studies and, as with articles, these tend to focus 
on specific examples or locations. Thus, one book ex-
amines the two treasuries, as well as the tholos, in the 
Sanctuary of Athena Pronaia at Delphi.236 Another also 
discusses Delphic treasuries but includes those of both 
the Athena and Apollo sanctuaries.237 A dissertation 
presents a more general study of this type of building, 
although it remains unpublished.238 

Another religious structure, the theater, has attract-
ed more attention. A monograph devoted to a single 
theater is unusual, but several have appeared of late. 
Two focus on the Theater of Dionysos in Athens: one 
by Polacco offering an overview and another by Gogos 
considering its architectural development and func-
tion.239 The form of this theater is also considered by 
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Pöhlmann and others on the basis of archaeological 
evidence and the staging of ancient plays.240 We have 
already mentioned Gogos’ publication of the theater 
at Aigeira, and he has produced still another on that 
of Oiniadai.241 The theater on Delos has been docu-
mented in its various phases in the most recent volume 
of the Délos series.242 A book by Wiegand examines 
that at Soluntum and demonstrates its affinities with 
Hellenistic (theatral) architecture in Sicily.243 Another 
Sicilian theater, at Syracuse, has been the subject of 
publications by Polacco, including one that provides 
support for the important observations of Anti.244 

Other books take a more regional approach. One 
elucidates characteristics of the western Greek theater 
in both Sicily and South Italy from the mid fourth to 
mid first centuries B.C.E.245 Theaters in Attica and the 
Peloponnesos during the Greek and Roman periods 
form the subject of two books. That by Bressan offers, 
in two volumes, a detailed catalogue of examples along 
with a morphological and cultural analysis.246 Bur-
meister’s book, which appeared earlier, is more suc-
cinct and was followed by another that examined the 
Greek and Roman theater without geographic limits.247 
Two additional publications consider the theater as a 
whole, exploring its physical, performative, and social 
aspects.248 Although a related structure, the odeion, is 
less well known from the Greek period, a recent book 
by Gogos examines its representatives, both Greek and 
Roman, in Athens.249

Some Greek building forms could have either a re-
ligious or civic function, depending on their location. 
It is thus difficult to make generalizations about them 
beyond their architectural similarities, which may ex-
plain their relative neglect in the literature. A case in 
point is the tholos. A book on round buildings from 
the Kerameikos cemetery demonstrates the variety of 
forms and functions and the difficulty of categorizing 
this type.250 Seiler explores the development, typology, 
and function of the tholos more generally, but its exact 
purpose remains elusive.251 No comprehensive stud-

ies have been made of the stoa after that of Coulton, 
which falls chronologically outside the parameters of 
this essay.252 Yet a book by Koenigs provides new evi-
dence for one example, the Echo Stoa at Olympia.253 
Other publications treat various aspects of this build-
ing form: a recent article traces its derivation and 
use, and a dissertation discusses the political purpose 
of certain stoas in coastal Asia Minor.254 The exedra, 
which could likewise be used in both religious and civic 
spaces, forms the subject of a book that examines its 
origins and development in the Hellenistic period.255 
An especially neglected architectural form, the foun-
tain house, received its first full study, including the 
elucidation of its types, in a 1983 book.256 This was 
followed in 2009 by the examination of a particular 
example, that of Arsinoë at Messene.257 

Interest in government and other purely civic build-
ings has been limited as well. Nevertheless, the Greek 
bouleuterion, along with the Roman curia, was dis-
cussed in a dissertation that has been published as Das 
antike Rathaus.258 Greek and Roman libraries are the 
topic of an edited volume that examines not only the 
architecture but also the contents, forms, and settings 
of these buildings.259 

Only a small number of books have appeared on the 
Greek stadium. One by Romano examines the origins 
of this type, with particular focus on the Peloponne-
sos.260 He had previously studied stadia in this region 
for his dissertation.261 A book by Miller discusses the 
Hellenistic stadium uncovered by his excavation team 
at Nemea.262 The problem of the starting mechanism 
of ancient stadia is addressed by Valavanis, with a trans-
lation and appendix by Miller.263 

Another athletic facility, the gymnasium, has fared 
somewhat better. The architectural form and its func-
tion are discussed very generally in a book on ancient 
athletics264 and are covered in more detail, specifically 
for the Hellenistic period, in the proceedings of an 
international conference held in 2001.265 Individual 
gymnasia at Samos,266 Olympia,267 and Eretria268 have 
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received monographic publications in recent years. 
Such buildings may be located near or associated with 
others of related functions, which are also discussed 
in these publications. These include the palaestra at 
Olympia and a later (Roman) bath at Samos. 

While Roman baths and bathing have received con-
siderable attention in recent scholarship, Greek baths 
have been largely overlooked since the early study 
by Ginouvès.269 That situation seems to be changing, 
however. A book by Hoffmann, which originated in 
the author’s dissertation, provides an exposition of de-
velopment, types, locations, and chronology of Greek 
baths, along with a catalogue of sites.270 Yegül’s dis-
cussion of ancient baths and bathing, while oriented 
to the Roman world, begins with the Greek bath and 
gymnasium.271 Similarly, Manderscheid’s bibliography 
of ancient baths and bathing incorporates a few pages 
on the Greek period.272 The recent publication of a 
conference on baths and bathing in Egypt likewise in-
cludes contributions on Greek baths.273 Perhaps the 
best indication of the expanding interest in this subject 
is the conference held in spring 2010 at the Ameri-
can Academy in Rome, in which scholars presented 
evidence for Greek and Greek-type baths throughout 
the Mediterranean, from early times through the Ro-
man Imperial period.274

Housing has become a particularly popular field of 
investigation in Greek architecture. Publications may 
be focused on a single site or on a broader area to 
elucidate general principles. In the former category 
are recent books on the classical houses at Halieis,275 
on those of Classical and Hellenistic date at Eretria,276 
and on Hellenistic houses at New Halos (Thessaly),277 
Delos,278 and Pergamon,279 as well as at Soluntum280 
and Iaitas (Monte Iato) in Sicily.281 Publications with 
a broader perspective include a study of the Greek 
house in Calabria;282 an edited volume on both Greek 

and indigenous houses in South Italy and Sicily;283 an 
overview based on Athens, Olynthos, and Halieis;284 
Nevett’s examination of houses dating from the fifth 
to third centuries B.C.E. in several parts of the Greek 
world,285 as well as her recent discussion of both Greek 
and Roman houses and households;286 Pesando’s syn-
thesis of literary and archaeological evidence for the 
classical (and to a lesser extent, Hellenistic) Greek 
house;287 and this last author’s more general survey 
over time.288 In addition, a substantial portion of vol-
ume 1 of the Geschichte des Wohnens is devoted to the 
Greek period.289 

Some scholars have focused on particular types of 
houses. Kiderlen profiles large-scale urban examples, 
presumably belonging to the elite, from the Archaic 
period onward.290 Walter-Karydi discusses a compara-
ble group of Late Classical houses.291 Hellenistic pal-
aces have been explored in four different publications, 
including a study initially presented as a dissertation,292 
two books,293 and the proceedings of a conference at 
the Free University of Berlin.294

In contrast to past practices, modern study of houses 
is not primarily typological or even strictly architectur-
al. Typology may still play a role, as in Hoepfner and 
Schwandner’s book on the planning of houses and 
cities.295 Yet most scholars use the evidence provided 
by the buildings to decipher the function of specific 
rooms and spaces and their role in the household 
and society. Such issues as domestic cult and the gen-
dering of space are thus incorporated into studies of 
houses at specific sites as well as more generally. New 
areas of concern include the identification of indus-
trial spaces and the examination of less wealthy houses 
or those outside the major centers.296 Discerning the 
use of space is, of course, easier with houses that were 
excavated fairly recently using new techniques, but it 
is also possible for those uncovered long ago where 
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good records were kept. Thus, Cahill has extracted 
considerable information about human activities from 
the houses at Olynthos.297 

Although fortifications are likewise associated with 
the city, they have generated considerably less inter-
est. Discussions of them tend to be oriented to a single 
site or political unit. The first volume in the series on 
Halieis concerns its fortifications as well as adjacent 
structures.298 A specific study has also appeared on 
those of Leontinoi in Sicily.299 Mertens has taken a 
somewhat broader perspective at Selinous, where 
his publication of the walls and excavation finds also 
includes a section on the development of the city.300 
Karlsson expands the geographic focus of Sicilian for-
tifications to the entire territory of Syracuse.301 An even 
larger area, South Italy, is examined in another study 
on Late Classical and Hellenistic fortifications.302 Few 
books, however, aim for an overview of this building 
type. A recent work looks at enclosure walls of Greek 
cities, although specifically interior ones.303 Another 
examines fortifications in the eastern Mediterranean 
from the mid fourth century to the Late Hellenistic 
period.304 A new book by Frederiksen also focuses on 
city walls from a specific period, 900–480 B.C.E., but 
across the Greek world.305 The most general treatment 
of the topic is by Adam, who provides an introduc-
tion to Greek military architecture from Mycenaean 
through Hellenistic times.306 

Monumental tombs are relatively rare in Greek ar-
chitecture and accordingly also in the literature. As al-
ready noted, the Kerameikos in Athens has produced 
three round funerary structures, the earliest of which 
dates to the Archaic period.307 Yet large-scale tombs 
achieved their greatest popularity in Hellenistic times. 
Those from Macedonia have received particular at-
tention in recent years.308 Others of Macedonian type 
have been identified at Eretria and published in the 
series from that site.309 Tombs in Alexandria (Egypt) 
extend from the Hellenistic period into Roman times 
and reflect a mixture of traditions, as elucidated by 
Venit.310 In his book, Fedak takes a broad approach to 
the study of monumental funerary architecture, both 

chronologically and geographically, but places an em-
phasis on Hellenistic Asia Minor.311 

the broader context of architecture: 
settlements and sanctuaries

Scholars have increasingly looked beyond individual 
buildings to larger complexes and the physical and 
functional relationships they reflect. The agoras and 
marketplaces of ancient cities have received particular 
attention. Ongoing publication of monuments with-
in the Athenian Agora has already been noted. The 
complex known as the Agora of the Italians on Delos 
forms the subject of a book examining not only the 
architecture and its function but also the historical de-
velopment of the site.312 In addition, the Greek agora 
was the subject of a conference that discussed various 
examples and offered general considerations.313

Interest in the relationships of buildings is manifest-
ed particularly in studies of city plans. Some of these fo-
cus on specific locations, as in a book by Müth on Late 
Classical and Hellenistic Messene314 and another by Go-
ette on settlement patterns in the deme of Sounion.315 
Others aim for a broad overview. Thus, papers from a 
conference on ancient settlements examine develop-
ments throughout the Mediterranean.316 One scholar 
who has long explored urban development is Martin, 
and several of his articles on urbanism as well as vari-
ous aspects of architecture have proven sufficiently en-
during to be collected in a book published in 1987.317 
Another is Tomlinson, whose book examines building 
types and functions and then traces the development 
of several Greek cities.318 The general book by Owens 
also takes a concrete approach in its account of town 
planning as it evolved in the Greek as well as Etruscan 
and Roman worlds.319

There is a natural affiliation between houses and 
their urban setting, which encourages scholars to ex-
amine both in a single publication. This is the case 
with Lang’s study of the structure and development of 
early Greek settlements.320 The methodology may also 
be similar, moving beyond the architecture to its social 
context. Thus, a book on Olynthos uses the evidence 
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of domestic architecture broadly to gain insight into 
social organization.321 In Haus und Stadt im klassischen 
Griechenland, the authors are concerned mainly with 
the planning of certain classical and Hellenistic cities 
but find the same emphasis on regularity in regard 
to house types, which they attribute in both cases to 
political and social motivations.322 That volume was 
the first in the series Wohnen in der klassischen Polis. 
The second, the proceedings of a conference, like-
wise examines urban development in political terms, 
specifically, the emergence of democracy.323 A confer-
ence sponsored by the Free University of Berlin that 
highlighted political aspects of Greek architecture has 
already been mentioned.324 Such broad themes are 
addressed as well in the proceedings of a conference 
on domestic space and society in the Mediterranean 
through late antiquity.325 

In examining the city as a reflection of society, sever-
al scholars have shifted their focus away from architec-
ture. Such investigations provide critical background 
information for the monuments, but because their evi-
dence is more archaeological and historical, they will 
be mentioned only briefly here. The Acts and Papers 
series of the Copenhagen Polis Centre, along with the 
recent book by the center’s director, Hansen, fall into 
this category.326 Nevertheless, the center’s publications 
occasionally include studies of Greek architecture. In 
an Italian volume, various authors examine construc-
tions of individual Greek cities with the aim of setting 
them in their social context.327 A general book on the 
ancient city notes specific building forms (houses, 
temples, theaters) in its reconstruction of life in Ath-
ens (and Rome).328 

In addition, there has been much more scholarly 
interest in the countryside and its relationship to 
the city, but again largely from a social and political 
perspective. The countryside of Metaponto in South 
Italy offers an excellent example of the fruit of such 
investigations.329 This interaction is explored more 
broadly, for both the Greek and Roman worlds, by 
a series of papers that place particular emphasis on 
economic factors.330 

Sanctuaries may also be examined in the context of 
cities. In explaining the rise of the Greek city, de Polig-
nac argues for the importance of the (primarily rural) 
sanctuary as a way of defining territory and creating so-
cial identity.331 His emphasis on the social and political 
function of cult centers has had a considerable impact 
on subsequent thinking, as attested particularly by a 
series of essays appearing as a response to his book a 
decade after its initial publication.332 

Some recent books have focused on individual 
sanctuaries. These include a relatively short, but use-
ful, account of the Sanctuary of Hera at Foce del Sele 
(South Italy).333 Buildings and roofing systems uncov-
ered in the sacred precinct of Santa Venera at nearby 
Paestum are discussed in an edited volume.334 At the 
North African site of Cyrene, architectural changes in 
the Sanctuary of Demeter and Persephone are traced 
over centuries and used, along with other material, 
to elucidate rituals.335 A similar approach is taken 
by Bookidis and Stroud, whose examination of the 
precinct of these deities at Corinth demonstrates the 
character and significance of ritual dining in the Greek 
period.336 The architectural remains and other finds 
in the Sanctuary of Zeus Soter in Megalopolis are dis-
cussed in a 2009 book.337 Publications of Italian inves-
tigations at two sanctuaries on Crete and the French 
work in the Sanctuary of Poseidon and Amphirite at 
Tenos have already been mentioned. Étienne, who 
participated in the Tenos publications, also coedited 
a collection of essays devoted to architecture in the 
sanctuary at Claros.338 

Other books examine several sanctuaries within a 
city or region. At Akragas, in Sicily, recent works by 
De Miro look at both urban and extra-urban sanctu-
aries in terms of their buildings, dedications, and his-
tory.339 Regional studies have considered Calabria in 
general,340 specifically rural sanctuaries in the same 
area,341 and one group, archaic extra-urban locations, 
in Magna Graecia as a whole.342 A book on early Arca-
dian sanctuaries includes architectural remains among 
the various types of finds.343 Scott offers a new—spatial
—perspective on the physical environment, buildings, 
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and dedications of the well-known sanctuaries of Del-
phi and Olympia.344

The sanctuary in general, with an emphasis on lo-
cations, functions, and contents, is the subject of a 
collaborative volume, Le sanctuaire grec.345 The nearly 
contemporary publication, Greek Sanctuaries: New Ap-
proaches, likewise brings together essays by well-known 
scholars, who discuss particular sanctuaries and their 
functions.346 The same editors were previously involved 
in the publication of a conference on early cult prac-
tices that also included presentations on temples and 
altars.347 Pedley’s book offers a more synthetic ap-
proach, however, in examining individual sanctuaries 
by type and extracting general principles.348 Similarly, 
Edlund analyzes examples in Italy in relation to both 
natural and urban settings, and she compares Etruscan 
vs. Magna Graecian traditions.349 

architects and the process of 
construction

Scholars have continued to value the information on 
Greek architecture that we have inherited from the an-
cients. Vitruvius’ treatise, the only one on architecture 
preserved from antiquity, has received considerable 
attention of late. This includes new translations into 
English, by Rowland,350 and into French, with exten-
sive commentary, by several scholars, who devote one 
volume to each book.351 Gros was solely responsible 
for volumes 3 and 4, which are of particular interest 
for Greek architecture. Vitruvius’ text has been exam-
ined by Knell for his architectural theories, especially 
in regard to temples and houses,352 and by several au-
thors from various perspectives in the proceedings of 
a colloquium that he coedited.353 Although Vitruvius’ 
reliability for information on Greek architecture has 
been debated, he still finds defenders.354 

Besides Vitruvius, other literary and inscriptional 
sources preserve names and works of certain archi-

tects, and this information has now been assembled 
in two different dictionaries. One focuses exclusively 
on architects of the Archaic and Classical periods.355 
The other, comprising two volumes on ancient artists, 
includes architects among them.356 In addition, a re-
cent encyclopedia of ancient natural scientists offers 
some entries on architects.357 Nevertheless, debates 
continue regarding such issues as the attributions of 
work, as with Kallikrates,358 or the architect’s distinctive 
design concepts, as with Iktinos.359 Even for an architect 
whose attributions are more secure, as Hermogenes, 
enough remains unresolved to warrant a colloquium.360 
Moreover, scholars are no longer so confident, as was 
Dinsmoor with his proposed “Theseum architect,” 
that similarities among buildings betray the hand of a 
single master.361

Relatively little is known about the education of an-
cient architects and the process by which they worked. 
These topics were examined many years ago by two 
scholars with differing points of view, Burford and 
Coulton.362 More recently, both have contributed sum-
maries of their ideas to the Dictionary of Art, which, al-
though necessarily brief, are nevertheless important.363 
Hellmann deals with these issues in some depth in the 
first of her three volumes on Greek architecture,364 and 
others address various aspects of them in papers from 
a conference in Strasbourg.365 A new book by Senseney 
examines the design process through the evidence for 
technical drawing.366

Numerous studies have explored the principles of 
design, usually in conjunction with a specific building 
or site. Thus, Bell proposes that the dimensional sys-
tem of the Temple of Zeus Olympios at Sicilian Akragas 
was based on Pythagorean principles.367 Höcker also 
chooses Akragas, one of the most productive sites of the 
time, as the subject of his investigation of fifth-century 
temples.368 In separate articles, both Wilson Jones and 
Waddell look more broadly at Doric temples from the 
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fifth century B.C.E. onward and present slightly differ-
ent arguments for a modular system based on the width 
of the triglyph.369 Others have accepted such a system 
but assume it was introduced at a later date. 

An important factor in elucidating design is metrol-
ogy, the details of which have long been a subject of 
controversy. The recent discovery of the Salamis met-
rological relief has made a major contribution to this 
topic, one that will certainly be mined further in the 
years to come.370 One of the prominent figures in this 
field was de Waele, whose book examined the metrol-
ogy of the Athenian Propylaea.371 Fittingly, a memorial 
volume published in his honor includes an article on 
the Attic foot.372 

Scholars have also been interested in determin-
ing the means by which architects transmitted their 
designs. There is very little indication of preparatory 
drawings of the type used today. Instead, the account 
of the Arsenal of Philo may suggest that architects 
could describe the essential features of their buildings 
in words and only needed visual representations, such 
as drawings or models, for details.373 The elucidation 
of architectural vocabulary, as in a book by Hellmann, 
thus takes on particular importance.374 This scenario 
is supported by the recent discovery of drawings from 
the Temple of Apollo at Didyma and some other struc-
tures. Didyma provides the most complete evidence, 
with the walls of the adyton bearing incised designs 
for the profile of the column base and the fluting 
and entasis of the shaft, for the walls and entablature 
of the temple, and for the entablature of the interior 
naiskos.375 Lines on the platform guided construction 
of the ground plan. These drawings have been de-
scribed by Haselberger as the “missing link” between 
written documents and completed buildings.376 A par-
tial construction could also serve as a model, according 
to Wesenberg, who identifies a section of the Tunnel 
of Eupalinos on Samos as illustrating the direction of 
that to come.377

 Progress is being made as well in understanding 
the construction process. Korres studied the quarry-
ing and transporting of blocks for the Parthenon, and 

he presents his findings in two books.378 Kalpaxis pro-
vides an interesting discussion of unfinished masonry 
in buildings beginning in the sixth century B.C.E.379 
Refinements have been a topic of interest for several 
scholars. Haselberger has explored them in his own 
writings,380 and he edited the proceedings of a sym-
posium on refinements, particularly curvature, which 
included a number of other presenters.381

looking ahead: what still needs to be 
done

As noted throughout this essay, the study of Greek 
architecture continues to be dependent on detailed 
documentation of buildings and their elements. There 
are many significant structures for which the docu-
mentation remains inadequate; these offer opportu-
nities for work by future scholars. Some have been 
mentioned here, such as the Temple of Hera II (the 
so-called Temple of Poseidon) at Paestum. Other west-
ern Greek examples include the equally well-preserved 
Temple of Concord at Akragas and the enormous Altar 
of Hieron at Syracuse. In Athens, a new study of the 
Temple of Hephaistos,382 which likewise ranks among 
the best-preserved temples in the Greek world, could 
expand our knowledge not only of this building but 
also of fifth-century Doric architecture in Attica and 
in Greece more generally. 

Once a building is thoroughly recorded, it can be 
placed within its architectural context by comparison 
with other structures. This line of investigation re-
quires a large body of evidence and a continual reas-
sessment of it. Changes in the accepted chronology of 
a critical building will have repercussions on others. 
The recent redating of the “Late Archaic” Temple of 
Aphaia at Aigina to just after 480 B.C.E. is a case in 
point, since it demands a rethinking of post-Persian 
architectural developments and styles.383 Moreover, if, 
as Stewart suggests, its predecessor was destroyed by 
the Persians,384 its (re)construction would violate the 
terms established by the presumed, although prob-
lematic, Oath of Plataia. While the authenticity of that 
oath is much debated, it is often cited as an explana-
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tion for the apparently lengthy pause in construction 
following the Persian Wars, an assumption that merits 
reconsideration. 

Discoveries of buildings from neglected geographic 
locations and ever earlier and later periods are likewise 
challenging accepted canons. Archaism in Greek ar-
chitecture, which has been explored briefly by Knell,385 
demands further consideration in this context. Simi-
larly, despite the continued importance of Shoe’s 
work on molding profiles, scholars would profit from 
an updated and more expansive study.386 The decora-
tion of moldings, which often deviates from presumed 
standards, must also be reexamined. Recent attention 
to ancient roofs has yielded promising results, which 
in the future should lead to further elucidation of 
individual examples, their typology, workshops and 
regional associations, and manufacture. So, too, as 
scholars gain a deeper understanding of the design 
and construction process, they will be increasingly able 
to decipher the intent of the architect and to evaluate 
the demands of the project. 

Increasingly, the study of Greek architecture aims 
to place buildings into not only their architectural but 
also their social context. We have noted this for houses 
and settlements as well as for religious buildings and 
sanctuaries. Modern excavators have assisted in these 
goals by the detailed recording of finds. Yet scholars 
can also glean much information as to the use of rooms 
and buildings from older records and even ancient 
inventories. As demonstrated by Harris’ studies of the 
treasures in the Parthenon and Erechtheion,387 envi-
sioning the contents of these buildings makes them 
come alive. As more scholars direct their attention to 
the role Greek architecture played in the community, 
we can expect to develop a deeper understanding of 
both the structures and the society that built them.
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