
 

 Free e-Books, Free Journal Articles

 
 

This list is an attempt to corral the best places to find open access electronic books and 

electronic journals.    

Reminder:  Freely accessible, open access resources may still be subject to copyright. While 

open access resources can be used for your course work or your personal use, check copyright 

before making other uses of resources discovered at these sites.  Of course always cite your 

sources including works in the public domain.  

 

ArXiv.org  E-Prints   

http://arxiv.org/ 

A fully automated electronic archive and distribution server for research papers. It covers areas 

such as physics and related disciplines, mathematics, non-linear sciences, and computer science.  

The e-prints on E-Print ArXiv are freely accessible for everyone. 

 

BioMed Central: The Open Access Publisher   

http://www.biomedcentral.com/   

"All original research articles published by BioMed Central are made freely and permanently 

accessible online immediately upon publication... All research articles in BioMed Central's 

journals receive rapid and thorough peer review. " 
 

Búsqueda de libros Google: libros de la Universidad Complutense de Madrid 

http://www.ucm.es/BUCM/atencion/25403.php 

The Universidad Complutense de Madrid is a partner in the Google Book search project. This 

involves the mass digitisation of out of print books and copyright free pamphlets from the 

University library. These cover all aspects of the sciences, social sciences and humanities. There 

is a particular focus on materials relating to the history, literature, culture, politics and social life 

of Spain and Spanish regions. They include rare examples of Spanish historic books as well as 

some English language materials. This section of the website enables users to search the full text 

collections by suibject keyword author or title and read or download the full ebooks. [from 

Intute] 

 

CogPrints 

http://cogprints.org/ 

A free, full-text e-print archive of published, peer-reviewed journal postprints plus 

prepublication unrefereed preprints in the cognitive sciences, covering psychology, behavioral 

biology, computer science, linguistics, philosophy and related disciplines. 

 

Cornell University Library ebooks 

http://www.archive.org/details/cornell 
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This section of the Internet Archive provides free access to several thousand full text out of 

copyright books digitised from Cornell University Libraries. OCR and derivative formats created 

by the Internet Archive. They include many classic and rare books covering a wide range of 

subject areas. The site can be browsed or searched by keyword. Information on copyright policy 

is displayed. [from Intute] 

 

 

Dialnet : revistas accesibles 

http://dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/revistas_accesibles 

A current listing of over 1,100 open access ejournals, journals primarily written and published in 

the Spanish language. Dialnet is a service of the Universidad de La Rioja in Spain. More than a 

simple directory, this service also offers an easy and uniform way to access the full-text of the 

journal articles.  Includes some English-language articles as well.  A reviewer of this site 

suggests "The Google-visible titles/full-text of all the articles may also be searched by using the 

following Google search: "key phrase" site:dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/articulo?codigo - there are 

many thousands of English-language articles to be found in this way."  [from Intute] 

 

Digital Library of India 

http://www.dli.ernet.in/ 

The Digital Library of India is a major portal to online collections of books hosted by the Indian 

Institute of Science, Bangalore in co-operation with over 21 Indian universities and the Indian 

government. It provides free access to a growing number of ebooks scanned from Indian library 

collections. .It also includes links to major Indian newspapers and journals online. [From Intute] 

 

 

DOAJ: Directory of Open Access Journals.   

http://www.doaj.org/    

Online full text access to articles from more than six thousand free, full text, quality controlled 

scientific and scholarly journals. 

 

e-Revist@s: Plataforma Open Access de Revistas Electrónicas Españolas y Latinoamericanas 

http://www.erevistas.csic.es/ 

This portal is maintained by El Centro de Información y Documentación Científica (CINDOC) 

in association with other leading research instututions to provide free access to full text academic 

journals in Spanish. It covers all subject areas including science, social sciences, humanities, 

engineering and information technology offering excellent access to Spanish language research. 

Key social science subjects include anthropology, psychology and education and politics. Titles 

are published in Spain or latin American nations. Years covered vary according to individual title 

most date from approximately 2000 onwards. The database can be searched or browsed. [From 

Intute] 
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Elektronische Zeitschriftenbibliothek (EZB)  

http://rzblx1.uni-regensburg.de/ezeit/ 

This gateway offers access to thousands of full-text journals in all subject areas. It is used by a 

number of German universities as a gateway to their ejournal collections, but is also a useful way 

of accessing free online journals for non-members of these institutions. The accessibility of each 

is indicated by the traffic light system of different colours: green = free full-text, yellow = only 

accessible for users of the host institution, (for external users, there is usually access to tables of 

contents and abstracts), red = no access to full-text, (but usually tables of contents and abstracts 

are available). This resource is hosted by the Library of the University of Regensburg, Germany 

and presented in both English and German language versions.  

 

 

Free Medical Journals   

http://www.freemedicaljournals.com/  

Provides access to more than two thousand medical journals.    

 

FreeTechBooks.com 

http://www.freetechbooks.com 

All the books, textbooks, and lecture notes listed in this site are "freely and legally available."  

 

Google Books   

http://books.google.com 

Google Books provides full text access to books in the public domain or with permission of 

publishers.  Some full text may not be available to users in every country.  Other publishers may 

allow limited views or snippets of the books.  Google Books also provides access to some 

magazines.  Results from Google Books are included in Google Scholar 

(http://scholar.google.com)   

 

Google Scholar 

http://scholar.google.com 

Google Scholar indexes "articles, theses, books, abstracts and court opinions, from academic 

publishers, professional societies, online repositories, universities and other web sites. Google 

Scholar helps you find relevant work across the world of scholarly research." Proprietary works 

are indexed as well, so much of this material may only be available in a nearby library or for a 

fee. However some resources are freely-accessible to all.  

 

 

HighWire Press   

http://highwire.stanford.edu/cgi/search    

SOME articles are available for free. Highwire Press publishes and/or distributes material from 

scholarly publishers and societies indexing over five million full-text articles. More than two 

million articles are open access.  A list of which journals provide open access via HighWire 

Press is available at http://highwire.stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl 

 

Information Bridge.  

http://www.osti.gov/bridge/index.jsp   
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DOE Scientific and Technical Information provides free public access to over 266,000 full-text 

documents and bibliographic citations of Department of Energy (DOE) research report literature. 

Documents are primarily from 1991 forward and were produced by DOE. 

 

 

 

Inter-Disciplinary Press ebooks 

http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/publishing/id-press/ebooks/ 

 

Inter-Disciplinary Press is a non commercial venture which publishes inter-disciplinary works 

that seek to encourage dialogue on a range of critical issues. This section of the website provides 

free access to a growing collection of its free eBooks. Topics covered by these are wide-ranging 

including: diasporas; culture and politics; war; social identity in the 21st Century and 

interculturalism. Technical and copyright information is displayed on the website. [From Intute] 

 

 

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) social and political sciences ebooks 

http://www.idrc.ca/en/ev-23576-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html 

This site provides information, and in many instances free full text access, to books published by 

the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) which is a Canadian Crown corporation 

working in association with leading research centres.  Key topics include peace, conflict, and 

development; globalization, growth and poverty governance and health; women's rights and 

citizenship. It is possible to read and download a growing collection of titles issues since 1995. 

Copyright and technical information is displayed on the website. [from Intute] 

 

 

Internet Archive 

http://www.archive.org/ 

Explore this site for access to books in the public domain and other open access material 

including links to Project Gutenberg, the Universal Library, etc.   Includes public domain 

moving images, audio, and software.  Start with the Ebook and Texts Archive at 

http://www.archive.org/details/texts  

 

Jurn 

http://www.jurn.org/ 

JURN is a free academic search-engine, enabling keyword searching of the online contents of 

more than 3,500 ejournals in the arts and humanities offerinh significant free content. JURN also 

searches a small number of selected full-text conference proceedings, and free book chapters 

from selected university presses. JURN runs via a Google Custom Search, and thus offers users 

all the standard Google search modifiers. The full listing of all journal titles indexed can be 

download as a single PDF file, and there is also a linked directory of 2,500 English-language 

titles organized by subject. The majority of titles indexed by JURN are in English, but there is 

also good coverage of French and Spanish journals. The service will be especially useful to 

independent scholars in the developing world, and others who have no access to commercial full-

text journal services. 
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ManyBooks.net.   

http://www.manybooks.net/categories/ 

Free ebooks available in a variety of e-reader formats - for mobile phones and ebook readers.  

This collection consists mainly of public domain fiction along with some older reference sources. 

The  Categories listings may help discover useful titles.  

 

National Academies Press 

http://www.nap.edu/ 

This is the home page of the National Academies Press, the publishing house 'created by the 

[US] National Academies to publish the reports issued by the National Academy of Sciences, the 

National Academy of Engineering, the Institute of Medicine, and the National Research Council'. 

The website gives free public access to over 3000 titles in a wide variety of subjects, including 

Education, Industry & Economics, Environmental Issues, Public Policy, Research Issues etc. To 

read a book online, select the link to the free online version, then choose a chapter. The chapter 

will be displayed one page at a time on the screen. Hard copy and PDF versions are available to 

buy for many titles. [from Intute] 

 

 

NDLTD 

http://www.ndltd.org/ 

An  international non-profit organization dedicated to promoting the adoption, creation, use, 

dissemination and preservation of electronic analogues to the traditional paper-based theses and 

dissertations. It offers the world's largest digital library of theses and dissertations of academic 

institutions worldwide. It aims to cover all significant graduate research results, in all areas, all 

nations, and all languages. 

 

OnlineComputerBooks.com 

http://onlinecomputerbooks.com  

Download legally free computer books, free ebooks and read free books online. In some cases 

these are sample chapters only.  Includes "Communication Technology, Computer Science, 

Internet, Engineering, Business, Marketing, Maths, Electronics, Physics and Science which are 

provided by publishers or authors on their websites legally and free of charge." 

 

PMC 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ 

PubMedCentral (PMC) is a free full-text archive of biomedial and life sciences journal literature 

at the U.S. National Institutes of Health's National Library of Medicine.   

 

PLoS One 

http://www.plosone.org/home.action 

Reports on primary, peer-reviewed scientific and media research from any scientific discipline. 

All articles are open-access. 

 

RePEc (Research Papers in Economics)   

http://repec.org/     
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A collaborative effort of hundreds of volunteers in 68 countries to enhance the dissemination of 

research in economics. The heart of the project is a decentralized database of working papers, 

journal articles and software components. All RePEc material is freely available. 

 

Sabinet Open access journal collection  

http://www.sabinet.co.za/index.php?page=african-journal-archive 

Sabinet is a South african based information technology company which publishes a range of 

journals and ejournal titles. This section of its website offers free access to a collection of over 

40 South African open access full text ejournals from its own and other publishers. These cover a 

range of subject areas including: the sciences, social sciences and humanities. Examples include 

Arms Control Africa 2002 onwards; South African Health review 2001 onwards and South 

African Business review 2003 onwards. Most are academic refereed titles. Some have ceased 

publication. Dates and full text availability differs according to title. Abstracts only are offered 

for some older editions. There is strong coverage of Issues relating to African and South African 

society, history, politics and culture [from Intute] 

 

 

SciELO: Scientific Electronic Library Online 

http://www.scielo.org/php/index.php 

Scientific journal articles from Brazil, Chile, Cuba, and Spain. 

 

SCIRUS for Scientific Information  

http://www.scirus.com/    

Only is the most comprehensive scientific research tool on the web with more than 410 million 

scientific items indexed. Includes journal content, courseware, pre-prints, institutional 

repositories, websites, patents, and courseware.  

Search for your topic and then limit your results to "Preferred Web" to get material that is 

available at no cost.  

 

 

TechXtra 

http://www.techxtra.ac.uk/ 

A search engine for finding material in engineering, mathematics, and computing. Includes 

indexing for journals, web sites, institutional repository. Some material is open access. Resources 

listed are described at http://www.techxtra.ac.uk/index.html?action=collectiondetails#citeseer 

 

 

University of California E-Books Collection, 1982 - 2004.  

http://publishing.cdlib.org/ucpressebooks//search?style=eschol;smode=advanced 

500 titles are available to the public.  Use the advanced search and look for "optional limits" near 

the bottom of the screen and click "public access books"   

 

 

University of Pittsburgh Press digital editions 

http://digital.library.pitt.edu/p/pittpress/ 
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This site provides free access to a growing collection of ebooks from the University of Pittsburgh 

Press. They currently comprise 39 books from its Latin American series which cover topics 

relating to the history, economy, politics and social life of Latin America. They include titles on 

Chile, Brazil, Cuba; El Salvador, Guatemala and Mexico. It is possible to search the full text of 

the books by subject keyword or to browse by title. Information on copyright is displayed on the 

website. [From Intute] 

 

 

Wikibooks  

http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main_Page 

Like Wikipedia, anyone can edit these open-content  books. Includes textbooks and books for the 

general reader. 

 

 

World Public Library  

http://worldlibrary.net/  

Provides access to a public collection of more than two million PDF e-books and e-documents, 

plus  mp3 audio books compiled from other ebook collections published on the Internet. 

Additional material is available for a small membership fee.  See a list of collections at 

http://worldlibrary.net/Collections.aspx to get a feel for the kinds of materials available. Includes 

scholarly and popular works.  From the World Electronic Text Library Foundation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This list compiled from Internet Public Library 2, Intute, and other sources. For more online 

book sites, see The Internet Public Library (ipl2) ebook sites  
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