
Personal Finance Software 
Options

What’s out there besides Quicken?



• Two most popular online personal finance 
tools

• See all your finance accounts in one place

• Accessible via web browser or mobile app

• Note: Data is stored on their server 
(Quicken stores data on your PC)

• Free (well almost free)

Intuit Mint and Personal Capital



• Owned by Intuit 

• Tracks transactions

• Set goals

• Build budgets

• Stay on top of your bills

• Free credit score

• Free (with pervasive advertising)

• Weak investment reporting

• Available via browser (PC) or mobile app

Mint (+15 Million users)



• Net worth and transaction reports (with categories)

• Cash flow report

• Portfolio balance

• Your market index comparison

• Investable cash

• Retirement calculator

• Cost analyzer

• Free (Recruits clients via email & phone calls)

• Strong investment reporting

• Available via browser (PC) or mobile app

Personal Capital (+1.5 Million users)



Intuit Mint



• Investment Portfolio 

• Balances

• Performance

• Asset Allocation

• Best/Worse Performers

Note: Requires Adobe Flash Player to view 
graphs on PC

Mint “Investment” Features



Mint “Overview”



Mint “Trends”



Mint “Transactions”



Mint “Budgets”



Mint
Pros:
• Primarily a budgeting 

platform

• Weekly Summaries via E-
mail

• Alerts via E-mail or SMS

• Budgeting and Goal Setting

• Credit Score Tracking

• Bill Pay

Cons:
• Lack of Investing Features

• Some syncing issues

• No Reconciliation of Bank 
Statements

• No Pay by Check

• No QXF Import Option

• Pervasive advertising

• Windows needs “Adobe 
Flash” (Invest. Charts)



Personal Capital



• Account balances & transactions

• Spending by Account, Category

• Net Worth (Cash, Investment, Credit, Mortgage, 
Home, car, jewelry, art, etc.)

• Cash Flow

• Income reports

• Expense reports

• Bills (no Bill Pay but provides jump link to bank 
web site)

Personal Capital “Net Worth & Banking” 
Features



• Portfolio 

• Balances

• Performance

• Asset Allocation

• By US Sectors

• “Your Index” compared to Dow, S&P, etc

Personal Capital “Investment” Features



• Retirement Planner

• Projected Portfolio Value

• Monthly Spending Ability

• Investment Checkup

• Target Allocation

• Historical Performance

• Future Projections 

• Risk & Return

• Allocation Comparison

• Fee Analyzer

Personal Capital “Planning” Features



Personal Capital “Dashboard”



Personal Capital “Cash Flow - Expense”



Personal Capital “Portfolio Holdings”

“Your Index”



Personal Capital “Portfolio Allocation”



Asset Allocation Recommendation



Retirement Planner



Personal Capital

Pros:
• Primarily an investment 

platform

• Powerful Investment 
Checkup

• The “Your Index”

• Great Reporting

• Easy to Use

• Elegant presentation

Cons:
• Cannot Reconcile Bank 

Statements

• No Bill Pay

• No Pay by Check

• No QXF Import Option

• Service E-Mails/Phone Calls



Activity Quicken Personal Capital

Budgeting Yes Yes

Bill Payment Yes No

Bill Management Yes No

Reconcile Transactions Yes No

Investment Tracking Yes Yes

Retirement Planning Yes Yes

Tax Reporting Yes No

Credit Score Monitoring Yes No

Zillow Tracking Yes Yes

Custom Categories Yes Yes

Manual Entries Yes Yes

Cost $50±/Yr. Free

Quicken vs. Personal Capital Comparison



Some Thoughts: Q vs. Mint vs. PCap

• If needed, your old “Q” transaction data is not lost

• PCap doesn’t have Bill Pay but most banks have it

• Quicken costs $50/yr.; Mint & PCap are free

• Quicken seems “dated” (upload issues, web layout, 
etc.)

• Mint’s web layout is good; PCap’s layout is better

• Mint has pervasive advertising; PCap sends e-mails & 
phone calls

• PCap has excellent Investment features



What Are The Options?



Option A (Quicken Only)

• Use Quicken for Bill Pay

• Use Personal Capital for Investment Monitoring

Option B (Quicken & Personal Capital)

• Use Quicken for both Bill Pay and Investment 
Monitoring



Option C (Personal Capital Only)

• Use your bank’s app for Bill Pay

• Use Personal Capital for Investment Monitoring

• Keep old Quicken app to retrieve historical 
transaction data (if needed)

• What do you plan to do?



The End...


