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From the Chair
MS ELIZABETH JAMESON  
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

With 2018 characterised by the achievement of 
many strategic milestones, academic successes and 
innovative development, the School is poised to 
enter 2019 and the years beyond from a position of 
great strength. 

Your efforts are never taken for granted, and help us  
in the important work of keeping the Girls Grammar 
‘flame’ burning bright and strong.

It is with a mixture of sadness, pride and hope that  
I join with Emeritus Professor Dr Mary Mahoney AO  
and Ms Ann Harrap in retiring as members of the 
Board of Trustees; Ms Harrap retires after five years, 
and Dr Mahoney AO retires after 12 years of service.

Dr Mahoney AO joined the Board of Trustees in 
November 2006. However, her long association with  
the School began with her father, Dr Konrad Hirschfeld, 
(Chair of the Board 1961–1976); her three daughters 
also attended Girls Grammar. Dr Mahoney AO is a 
celebrated General Practitioner, and throughout 
her career she has been widely recognised for her 
contributions to medicine. In 2006, she was awarded 
Officer of the Order of Australia. Dr Mahoney AO is 
also member of The University of Queensland (UQ) 
Senate, and was the first woman to hold the position  
of Deputy Chancellor at UQ. Dr Mahoney AO has 
been a role model for so many Board members (myself 
included) and to girls, women and society at large in  
so many walks of life and we wish her all the very best.

As a past student (and Head Girl) myself, I understand 
firsthand the positive ways in which a Girls Grammar 
education can shape the lives of our young women. 
Having served on the Board of Trustees since 1994,  
I have spent the majority of my life strongly connected, 
in one capacity or another, with Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School. I hope that in that time I have managed to give 
back even a fraction of the value—in terms of a deep  
sense of purpose—that I have gained from this 
involvement. My love for, and connection with, 
the School will not cease and I look forward to 
experiencing the School’s community from another 
perspective in the future.

Finally, I thank the Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, and 
the staff of the School for another successful year of 
steadfast and thoughtful leadership. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank you for 
your continued support of Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School, and I wish all in the School’s community a  
very bright future. 

The Board of any institution—particularly, the 
educational Board—is the custodian and defender of the 
institution’s cultural flame. 

Over the course of the 12 years that I have been Chair of 
the Brisbane Girls Grammar School Board of Trustees, 
the traditional governance approach of ‘noses in, 
fingers out’ has become almost obsolete. Increasingly, 
to fulfil our duty of stewardship, we must be constantly 
and genuinely engaged with parents, staff and the 
community. I firmly believe that Board members need to 
walk around the School and take part in School events 
alongside our wealth of other volunteers.

Throughout 2018, I have particularly enjoyed attending 
the many and varied events in the School’s calendar. It 
was exhilarating to see Grammar girls perform at QPAC 
alongside Queensland Symphony Orchestra musicians in 
(Not) The Last Night of the Proms, a privilege to attend the 
Senior Drama production of Eugene Ionesco’s Rhinoceros, 
and celebrate the academic achievements of our students 
at Speech Day. 

This year, one of the initiatives the Board of Trustees 
and I are most proud of came to fruition: the very first 
Brisbane Girls Grammar School Bursary recipient 
commenced in Year 7. This Bursary goes to the heart of 
our commitment to providing a truly excellent education 
to girls, equipping them to take ethical action to effect 
societal change. We were delighted to award this Bursary 
again to another student who commenced in Year 7  
in 2019.

In 2019, the School will progress toward another 
milestone as it begins constructing a new Science 
Building, to be opened in January 2021. With timeless, 
yet state-of-the-art laboratories and flexible learning 
workspaces and classrooms, this building will inspire 
excellence in Science teaching and learning. In 
fulfilling our commitment to provide girls with powerful 
experiential learning, this building will nurture a true 
sense of wonder and awe in our students.

Donors to the School continue to be very generous in 
their support and the many programs that strengthen the 
learning experience for Grammar girls. I sincerely thank 
everyone within our School community who contributes  
to the education and care of Girls Grammar students. 
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From the Principal
MS JACINDA EULER 
PRINCIPAL

Reflecting on the variety and magnitude of Brisbane 
Girls Grammar School’s achievements in 2018, I am 
proud of the contribution of each girl, staff member, 
volunteer and partner of the School and grateful for 
their consistency of purpose and commitment to the 
goals set in our Strategic Design 2016-2019.

as one ensemble with their mentors under the compelling 
leadership of Ms Alondra de la Parra, internationally 
renowned conductor and Music Director of the Orchestra.

Student leaders were deeply committed to environmentally 
responsible initiatives during 2018. The Grammar Goes 
Green group worked with Brisbane Grammar School 
students to remove rubbish from the Spring Hill campus 
and plant native vegetation at Rangakarra Recreational  
and Environmental Education Centre. In celebrating  
Open Day, the Student Council retired the tradition  
of decorating the School with balloons, instead tying  
re-usable, iconic blue ribbons along the white picket fence. 

The School’s community deepened its relationships 
throughout the year. Grammar Women connected with 
current students, families and alumnae through two 
significant events that focused on alumnae in medical 
science, and careers in music. And, as usual, generations  
of alumnae returned for milestone reunions.

Toward year’s end, we were proud to announce to the 
community the School’s next major building project at 
the Annual Speech Day and Distribution of Prizes. In 
mid-2019, construction will commence on a new Science 
Learning Centre, the School’s most ambitious building 
project to date. The building will be a hub for the pursuit 
of scientific knowledge, where girls will be inspired 
to contemplate, and prepared to tackle, 21st century 
problems as innovators and perhaps, pioneers.

At Speech Day, the School farewelled our longstanding 
Chair of the Board of Trustees, Ms Elizabeth Jameson, 
who was deservedly honoured and celebrated for her 
extraordinary contribution during 24 years on the 
Board of Trustees. The community also recognised and 
farewelled Deputy Chair, Emeritus Professor Dr Mary 
Mahoney AO, who joined the Board of Trustees in 2006, 
and Ms Ann Harrap, who became a Trustee in 2014. The 
School has benefitted profoundly from having such wise 
and distinguished women to lead and guide the School’s 
governance.

With outstanding achievements and daring projects at 
front of mind, we face a strong and confident future 
and I trust that you will enjoy reading of some of the 
achievements of Brisbane Girls Grammar School in the 
2018 Annual Review.

Living up to our Aspiration—A leader in exceptional 
scholarship—is a task that requires sustained momentum 
and constant calibration. During 2018, each moment 
in the classroom, on the sporting field or stage, or in 
conversation with others provided opportunities for 
personal growth that form the building blocks of the 
School’s broad, liberal education.

At Girls Grammar, academic rigour and striving to 
achieve full potential—Nil Sine Labore—is embedded 
in the School’s culture. The girls’ academic results, 
although only part of the complex narrative of their 
education, reflect their focus and effort. We were 
pleased to recognise the hard work of our Year 7 and 
9 students in 2018 whose combined performance in 
NAPLAN led to the School being ranked first in the 
State. Our Year 12 students also achieved highly in their 
OP results, with more than 50 per cent receiving an 
OP 1–5. Given the School is not academically selective, 
offers no scholarships and the entire Year 12 cohort 
were OP eligible, these results are testament to the girls’ 
commitment and their teachers’ expertise and careful 
attention. In 2018, the School finalised preparations  
for the new system of senior assessment in Queensland.  
Staff across the School have worked expertly and 
rigorously to ensure preparations are in place for the 
Year 10 2018 cohort to transition seamlessly into their 
senior years under the new system, the first students to 
receive an ATAR score in 2020.

The School remained committed to providing teaching 
environments that facilitate rigorous learning. Students 
in Years 8, 9 and 10 remotely captured and processed 
their own images of celestial objects using the new 
Dorothy Hill Observatory; girls in Years 7, 8 and 9 
adventured through the Mary Valley on foot and bike  
at our Marrapatta Memorial Outdoor Education Centre. 
At a community Open Day at Marrapatta in June, 
current and future families explored all that the girls 
encounter through Outdoor Education.

In 2018, students benefitted from the School’s 
relationships with significant partners in co-curricular 
arenas. Twenty of our finest young musicians performed 
on-stage with Queensland Symphony Orchestra, in 
the culminating event of the School’s Education 
Partnership with the Orchestra. The girls performed 



MS ELIZABETH JAMESON 
(Head Girl, 1982) BA/LLB 
(Hons1), LSDA, FAICD 

CHAIR 

Trustee since 1994  
Chair since 2006 

Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s Trustees each bring extensive experience, knowledge and skills 
to their role, ensuring the continued delivery of the broad, liberal education for which Girls 
Grammar is renowned. In December 2017, the School sought approval for the appointment of 
two additional Trustees, and the Governor in Council gave formal approval for the appointment 
of Ms Kerryn Newton and Associate Professor Dr Jim Nicklin on 15 May 2018. 

EMERITUS PROFESSOR  
DR MARY MAHONEY AO  
MBBS, GDipClinEd, 
HonMDQld, FRACGP, 
MRACMA, FAIM, FAMA, 
MAICD 

DEPUTY CHAIR 

Trustee since 2006 

MR TONY YOUNG  
BBus (Acct), FCA, CPA, 
FTIA, GAICD 

CHAIR OF THE FINANCE, 
AUDIT, RISK AND 
RESOURCE COMMITTEE 

Trustee since 2006

MS ANN HARRAP  
(Head Girl, 1984)  
BA/LLB (2B Hons),  
Grad Dip Foreign Affairs 
and Trade 

Trustee since 2014 

Board of Trustees
BRISBANE GIRLS GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Ms Jameson brings her background as a corporate/
commercial lawyer to her role as Managing Director 
of Board Matters, a specialist governance consultancy 
she founded in 2002. Ms Jameson has served on the 
boards of many community and for-profit organisations 
since 1991; her directorships in 2018 included RACQ, 
Queensland Theatre Company, the John Villiers Trust 
and the Board of Management of the Queensland  
Police Service. 

Dr Mary Mahoney AO is a General Practitioner, and was 
the first female Deputy Chancellor of The University of 
Queensland. She served for 25 years as State Director 
of the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 
(RACGP) Training and has had a long involvement in 
educational and advisory bodies and boards. Dr Mary  
Mahoney AO was honoured as an Officer of the Order 
of Australia in 2006 in recognition of her extensive 
contributions to medicine. 

Mr Young is a Business Services Partner with BDO—one 
of the largest professional services firms in Queensland—
specialising in expert business, taxation and accountancy 
advice. He has more than 30 years’ experience as a 
Chartered Accountant, providing assistance to a diverse 
selection of clients with a focus on significant family-
owned enterprises across a range of industries.

Ms Harrap was the first female Australian High 
Commissioner to South Africa and was previously Deputy 
High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea. She served  
as a diplomat for 20 years and has extensive executive 
management experience with large, culturally diverse 
teams, including in Africa and Papua New Guinea.  
Ms Harrap is an Adjunct Associate Professor in the 
School of Political Science and International Studies  
at The University of Queensland.
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PROFESSOR ADAM 
SHOEMAKER  
BA Hons, PHD 

Trustee since 2014 

MR ANDREW KING 

Trustee since 2014 

MS JULIE McKAY (2000)  
BA, BBusMan, MPP, EMBA,  
Fellow in Ethical Leadership 

Trustee since 2017

Professor Shoemaker is Vice-Chancellor and President 
of Southern Cross University. He has previously held the 
roles of Academic Provost at Griffith University, Deputy 
Vice Chancellor of Monash University and Dean of Arts at 
Australian National University. Professor Shoemaker is a 
member of the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (QCAA), which oversees Queensland’s Overall 
Position (OP) system, its involvement in NAPLAN and the 
development of the National Curriculum.

Mr King possesses more than 30 years’ experience in the 
Australian corporate real estate market and holds specialist 
skills in negotiating, building high-performance teams and 
businesses, funds management and development. Mr King 
is presently on the Boards of Urban Futures Brisbane and 
Queensland Investment Corporation. He is a current parent.

Ms McKay is a partner and Chief Diversity and Inclusion 
Officer at PwC (PriceWaterhouseCoopers), and also serves 
as Gender Advisor to the Chief of the Australian Defence 
Force. Ms McKay has previously held the role of Executive 
Director of the Australian National Committee for UN 
Women, during which time she was announced as the 
Young Australian of the Year (2013). 

MS KERRYN NEWTON  
LLM, MBA, MA, Grad 
Dip (Applied Finance and 
Investment), FAICD, FGIA, 
FIML

Trustee since 2018

Ms Newton has more than 25 years’ experience in legal, 
management and commercial roles across the private 
and public sectors. She is currently Managing Director at 
Directors Australia, a national board consulting and non-
executive director recruitment firm. Ms Newton has served 
on the boards of private, public and not-for-profit companies 
across aged care, education, childcare, energy, property and 
housing. She is currently a Non-executive Director of Energy 
Queensland Ltd, a state-owned corporation responsible for 
the distribution of electricity across Queensland.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  
DR JAMES NICKLIN  
MBBS, FRANZCOG, CGO

Trustee since 2018

Dr Nicklin is the Director of Gynaecologic Oncology  
at Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital (RBWH)  
and a Visiting Medical Officer at Wesley Hospital.  
Dr Nicklin completed his specialty training in obstetrics 
and gynaecology in Queensland, followed by sub-specialty 
training in Sydney and the USA. Dr Nicklin is an Associate 
Professor of Gynaecologic Oncology at The University 
of Queensland, and has previously served as Chairman, 
Australian Society of Gynaecologic Oncologists.
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For more than 144 years, Brisbane Girls Grammar School has been 
committed to providing the educational foundation for young 
women to contribute to their world with wisdom, imagination 
and integrity. The School’s history and purpose are characterised 
by strong leadership, a commitment to providing a broad, liberal 
education, and its diverse and engaged community.

The School



Identity and History

On 15 March 1875, six years before women were 
admitted to universities in Sydney and Melbourne, 
Brisbane Girls Grammar School was established—
initially as a branch of Brisbane Grammar School—
to provide girls the same educational opportunities 
as their brothers. 

The School opened in a two-storey house, located 
on George Street, catering for 50 students under the 
leadership of Lady Principal, Mrs Janet O’Connor. 
Within six months, the School outgrew these 
premises, and relocated to Wickham Terrace. 

In 1882, the decision was made to separate from 
Brisbane Grammar School and operate independently 
under the Grammar Schools Act. Two years later, in 1884, 
the School relocated to its current site on Gregory 
Terrace. 

The original Main Building still stands proudly in 
Spring Hill, symbolising Girls Grammar’s unique 
heritage, its role in the development of education for 
girls in Australia and its unwavering commitment to 
establishing the educational foundation for young 
women to contribute confidently to their world with 
wisdom, imagination and integrity. 

Brisbane Girls Grammar School8
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Historical Timeline  

1875—Brisbane Girls Grammar School is established in a two-storey house on George Street.

1877—Sir Charles Lilley is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees; Sarah Cargill is appointed Lady Principal.

1878—Mary Mackinlay is appointed Lady Principal.

1882—Sophia Beanland is appointed Lady Principal; Girls Grammar separates from Brisbane Grammar School.

1884—The School relocates to what remains its current Main Campus on Gregory Terrace.

1887—Sir Samuel Walker Griffith is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees. 

1889—Charlotte Pells is appointed Lady Principal.

1896—Eliza Fewings is appointed Lady Principal.

1899—The Old Girls Association is established. 

1900—Milisent Wilkinson is appointed Lady Principal.

1904—Sir Hugh Nelson becomes Chair of the Board of Trustees, succeeded by John Laskey Woolcock in 1906.

1913—Mary Atkinson Williams is appointed Headmistress, succeeded by Jane Walker in 1914; the first School 
Magazine is published.

1915—Margaret Annie Mackay is appointed Headmistress; the West Wing opens as a single-storey building, 
housing an art room and three classrooms. 

1925—Kathleen Lilley is appointed Headmistress; the first School uniform is introduced. 

1952—Louise Crooks is appointed Headmistress; John England is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees;  
the Parents and Friends Association is established. 

1958—The Kathleen Lilley Library is opened. 

1964—Year 8 students commence secondary schooling, known as Form II; the House system is introduced. 

1968—Yvonne Bain becomes the first woman Trustee.

1971—Nancy Shaw is appointed Headmistress.

1975—The School celebrates its centenary.

1976—Dr August Shaw Gerhmann is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees. 

1977—Judith Hancock is appointed Principal. 

1977—The Fathers Group is established.

1986—The Gerhmann Theatre is built. 

1987—Dr McCrae Grassie is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees; the Marrapatta Memorial Outdoor 
Education Centre is opened at Imbil. 

1995—The McCrae Grassie Sports Centre is opened.

1996—Dr Cherrell Hirst is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees. 

2000—The School song, Nile Sine Labore, is introduced. 

2002—Amanda Bell is appointed Principal; the Boarding House is closed. 

2007—Elizabeth Jameson is appointed Chair of the Board of Trustees; the Cherrell Hirst Creative Learning 
Centre is opened.

2013—Jacinda Euler is appointed Principal; the School unveils its newly acquired 13-hectare site in Fig Tree 
Pocket, the Rangakarra Recreational and Environmental Education Centre.

2015—Year 7 is introduced to the School and the Research Learning Centre is opened.

2017—The Dorothy Hill Observatory commences operation at the School’s Marrapatta campus. 

2018—The School announces its intention to open a new Science Learning Centre in 2021.



Aspiration and Intent
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Aspiration 

A leader in exceptional scholarship 

Intent

Proud of our Grammar tradition, we are a secondary 
school that establishes the educational foundation for 
young women to contribute confidently to their world 
with wisdom, imagination and integrity. 

Our Guiding Principles 

•  Systematic curiosity in teaching, learning and 
research

•  Judicious and ethical action

•  Life-wide learning

•  Stewardship and sustainability

•  Purposeful community engagement 

A Grammar girl is

Curious—Thrives in a vibrant environment that fosters deep and inquisitive learning

Principled—Engages ethically and purposefully with the world 

Adventurous—Embraces the unexpected, following her dreams without fear

Balanced—Seeks diverse experiences and different perspectives 

A leader—Who inspires contribution to a greater purpose 



Annual Review 2018 11

Highlights—2018

•  The School’s 2018 academic results reflect its longstanding reputation as Queensland’s leading girls’ school.

•  One hundred per cent of 270 Year 12 2018 students were OP eligible and 100 per cent of students who applied 
for tertiary studies received a placement offer.

•  The Year 12 2018 cohort exceeded all Queensland state averages for Queensland Core Skills Test results and 
OP scores: 78.7 per cent received an A or B grade in the QCS Test; 16.46 per cent received an OP 1 to 2; 50.63 
per cent received an OP 1 to 5; and 94.94 per cent of Year 12 students achieved an OP 1 to 15.

•  The School continued to prepare for the 2019 introduction of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank, the new 
system of senior assessment.

•  The School’s unique Education Partnership with Queensland Symphony Orchestra was officially launched, 
providing girls who demonstrate outstanding musical talent the opportunity to be mentored by, and perform 
with, some of Australia’s finest musicians.

•  Students began using the Dorothy Hill Observatory as part of the Science curriculum, with Year 7, Year 8 and 
Year 9 students capturing and processing their own astrophotography images.

•  The School announced the second recipient of the Brisbane Girls Grammar School Bursary, to commence  
Year 7 in 2019.

•  The School announced the construction of a new Science Learning Centre, to be opened in 2021. 

•  As a founding member, Brisbane Girls Grammar School celebrated 110 years of the Queensland Girls 
Secondary School Sport Association (QGSSSA).

•  The School celebrated 40 years of its Affiliate School Program, which has allowed Grammar girls to host 
students and participate in cultural exchanges with international schools in Japan, France, Germany and China. 

•  The Grammar Women event series prompted inspiring conversations about women in the medical sciences  
and performing arts.



Performing Well: A Unique 
Education Partnership

In 2018, the School launched an Education Partnership with 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra, which allowed students to 
participate in two extension programs: the Prossima Program and  
the Musical Mentors initiative.

Music education is of fundamental importance for 
all young people and is a particular priority in a Girls 
Grammar education. Since its inception, the School’s 
Music program has aspired to challenge girls not 
only technically, but also personally, extending their 
perceived horizons while imbuing them with a deep 
personal connection to music.

During 2018, 20 students who demonstrated strong 
musical talent participated in the Prossima Program— 
a project dedicated to developing the next generation 
of musicians at Girls Grammar. Orchestra musicians 
led the students in a series of individual and small 
group workshops, before the program culminated in 
a performance with the Orchestra in (Not) The Last 
Night of the Proms at Queensland Performing Arts 
Centre (QPAC) on 9 August. Queensland Symphony 
Orchestra Music Director and internationally 
renowned conductor, Ms Alondra de la Parra, led the 
musicians in a lively performance of traditional British 
standards and innovative pieces from around the world.

Ms de la Parra is passionate about musical education 
and as part of the School’s partnership, discussed her 

career and the importance of music with Principal, 
Ms Jacinda Euler, at the School’s Grammar Women 
event on 29 August. Ms de la Parra shared profound 
advice for Grammar girls in attendance, encouraging 
the audience to learn from others’ experiences and 
not to be afraid to ask questions.

Queensland Symphony Orchestra musicians 
also rehearsed with Girls Grammar ensembles—
supporting and guiding students in developing their 
musical skills—as part of the Musical Mentors initiative 
in the lead up to a combined performance at the 
School in Term 4. 

This partnership extends upon opportunities 
provided by the School’s music program across the 
curriculum and co-curriculum. Each year, more than 
900 students participate in the School’s Instrumental 
Music program, perpetuating the legacy of our first 
Music Master, Mr R.T. Jefferies—known as the father 
of orchestral music in the State and acknowledged 
as having the vision that led to the establishment of 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 

‘When you play, it’s not about you, 
it’s about the music. Being able to  
portray emotions to people regardless 
of what language they speak, and 
where they come from, is an amazing 
thing to be able to do.’

—Karen Sundar (11W), Flute

‘The performance with the Orchestra 
instilled in me the idea that to truly 
achieve your dreams, you must 
go beyond, set high standards for 
yourself and surround yourself with 
people who inspire you.’ 

—Emilia Palka (12H), Violin

Brisbane Girls Grammar School12
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Throughout 2018, the School continued to achieve success  
in many areas: academic results; exceptional scholarship;  
co-curricular accomplishments; a commitment to student care; 
leadership; the ways in which the School gives back to its 
community; and the judicious management of School resources. 

The following reports provide an insight into the performance  
of the School during 2018. 

Performance

Brisbane Girls Grammar School14



Annual Review 2018 15



Brisbane Girls Grammar School16

Is there ever any good news? Globally, or at least in ‘advanced’ 
countries, there appears to be chronic discontent. 

Wages are relatively static. The concept of a 
‘meaningless’ job for a meaningful life has been 
automated out of existence. The spectre of 
unemployment or at least underemployment confronts 
many people, especially the unskilled. We now also 
face the prospect of ‘meaningful’ jobs disappearing 
as a result of artificial intelligence’s ever-encroaching 
reach. No one quite knows how all of this will unfold 
and where it will end. The destination is unclear. 
Predictions range from the dire to the optimistic. 
Aspects of our political compact seem irreparably 
broken, apparently by all that is represented by that 
term ‘Trumpism’. The reasons for this brokenness 
run much deeper than the mantra which ascribes 
almost every ill to the unusual antics of this unusual 
man. In Australia, our political culture has been 
shaken to its core by the brokenness and dysfunction 
of parliamentary adversarialism—a mode of thinking 
that may have suited a political compact formulated 
centuries ago. It does not seem capable of serving 
the socio-politico needs of the 21st century with its 
enormous challenges—challenges that may corrode 
the basic foundations of liberalism and perhaps even 
the very concept of post-feudal freedom.

All of this sounds grim. It does not stop there. As yet, 
no mention has been made of climate change—an 
issue described by one of our former Prime Ministers 
as ‘the great moral challenge of our generation’ 
(Rudd, 2007). There has been no mention of the 
institutionalisation of greed that led to the cultural 
malfeasance exposed by the Royal Commission into 
the Banking, Superannuation and Financial Services 
Industry. Churches and many other institutions have 
been rocked by the shocking crimes that have been 
exposed by the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse—this list of 
difficulties seems endless.

When thinking about all of this it seems impossible 
to remain optimistic. And yet, optimism and hope is, 
and must be the currency of schools. Those who work 
in schools have the privilege of working with society’s 
most precious resource, its children. As Lingard, Hayes, 
Mills and Christie note, leadership in schools, among 
other things, is about ‘making hope practical in a 
world where despair would seem far more convincing’ 
(2003, p. vii). The three words ‘making hope practical’ 
neatly encapsulates one of the key responsibilities of 
educators—educators charged with fashioning a 21st 
century concept of schooling. When thinking about 
teaching and learning at Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School, there have been many advances in our 
approach to classroom practice. The strategy behind 
these approaches has been to unashamedly deepen our 
thinking and learning culture. One aim underscoring 
all of our work in this area has been working towards a 
genuine goal of making thinking visible—more visible 
in our classrooms and in our daily work. 

Exposure to ideas that challenge is so very important. 
Indeed such an exposure is fundamental to our 
continued commitment to a genuine, broad-based, 
liberal education. Making thinking visible is all about 
introducing our students to different ways of thinking; 
it has nothing to do with indoctrination or telling them 
what to think. Reading and thinking about ideas from 
many different perspectives or grappling with ideas that 
are just simply awe-inspiring are ways in which opinion 
will be both formed and re-formed. The only way our 
young people can possibly hope to at least partially 
understand the complexities that they will inherit is 
through such a robust exchange of ideas. This ranges 
from the eye-opening cultural reality of textual analysis, 
to the wonder underlying complex mathematical 
problem solving, to the awesome possibility of 
astronomical gaze through to the use of historical 

Making Hope Practical: Visible Thinking 
in the 21st Century Classroom
DR BRUCE ADDISON 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL (ACADEMIC)



Academic Highlights
•  Anna McAuley (7R) was selected to represent Australia at the 

Future Problem Solving Competition in Wisconsin, USA.

•  Jessica Weavis (12H) and Sarah Wilkey (12L) represented 
the School at the International Science Youth Forum in 
Singapore.

•  Zoe Greenslade (9R) was awarded a Highly Commended in 
the QIEU Literacy Competition for her original poem.

•  Three students received prizes in the 2018 Queensland 
History Teachers’ Association (QHTA) Historical Writing 
Competition: Sophia Gradwell (11E) received First Prize for 
Year 11 Modern History; Claire Fidler (11R) received Second 
Prize in Year 11 Modern History; and Georgia Perry (12G) 
received First Prize for Year 12 Modern History and the 
Russell Cowie Award.

•  Mackenzie Platt (12L) was awarded the inaugural Brisbane 
Girls Grammar School Ausenco Scholarship.

•  Proxime Accessit to the Dux of the School, Georgia Perry 
(12G) was recognised as a Distinguished Academic Achiever 
in the Queensland Certificate of Education Awards.

Georgia Perry (12G)
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evidence to challenge accepted belief and orthodoxy. 
Everything we do must be about making thinking 
visible; it must be genuinely evidence-based and not 
through the prism of value-laden ease.

Making thinking visible lies at the very heart of 
Harvard Project Zero’s Cultures of Thinking. Our 
staff have embraced the Cultures of Thinking model 
wholeheartedly during the year and will continue to 
do so into the future. Many have undertaken action 
research projects. Topics covered are representative 
of an array of interests, such as: Learning and 
understanding code through making thinking 
visible; I hear what you are saying; Innovative Risk 
Takers; Confidence and Curiousity in the Literature 
Classroom; A Way to Wonder; From Possessive and 
Perfect to Collaborative as well as Developing a 
Culture of Thinking Through Mathematical Problem 
Solving. There are many others. This knowledge 
creation does much to enrich the School’s culture, 
provides a solid foundation for deep learning and 
helps to make our concept of schooling dynamic, 
contemporary and relevant. 

Late in 2018, young people around the world 
protested about what they perceived as political 
inaction over the issue of climate change. In Australia, 
some commentators saw this as an extension of the 
ideological supremacy of the Left in our schools and 
classrooms. Headlines such as ‘Wisdom, truth give 
way as Left conformity prevails’ (Donnelly, 2018) gave 
voice to the expected critique that blames supposedly 
uncritical teachers brainwashing the impressionable 

young. Of course, any concept of brainwashing to 
achieve group think about issues is abhorrent.  
If schooling is about visible thinking and now less 
about rote instruction, student voice is very difficult 
to mute. This is especially the case given the viral 
nature of social media. Gifting our young people with 
the ability to think, reason and reflect must be a gift 
to civility on so many levels. It just may be a way to 
‘make hope practical’.

Given all of this, it is a nonsense to believe that the 
problems and hopes for the future should just fall to 
the young. As Parker Palmer (2018) has noted in his 
recent book On the Brink of Everything: Grace Gravity 
and Getting Old:

  Let’s stop talking about ‘passing the baton’ to 
the young as we elders finish running our laps. 
Since most of us are more skilled at sitting than 
at running, let’s change the metaphor and invite 
young adults to join the orchestra (pg. 33).
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Tertiary Placements

OP RESULT PER CENT OF GIRLS 
GRAMMAR COHORT

PER CENT OF STATE 
COHORT*

A 42.6% 15.6%

B 36.1% 28%

C 17.4% 34.9%

D 3.9% 20.9%

E 0% 0.7%

2018 Queensland Core Skills Test Results for Brisbane Girls Grammar School

OFFERS PER CENT OF GIRLS 
GRAMMAR COHORT

Tertiary Places Offered 100%

Bachelor Degree 100%
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OP RESULT PER CENT OF GIRLS 
GRAMMAR COHORT

PER CENT OF STATE  
COHORT

1 6.75% 2.83%

1-2 16.46% 6.92%

1-5 50.63% 21.79%

1-15 94.94% 82.69%

1-20 99.58% 98.5%

1-25 100% 100%

The School is exceptionally proud of its students’ academic achievements and the valuable contributions our 
alumnae go on to make in their lives beyond School.

The School is academically non-selective—with places offered for Year 7 in strict date order—offers no 
scholarships and remains one of the few schools in Queensland whose entire Year 12 cohort is OP-eligible.

2018 Tertiary Offers

All Year 12 2018 students who submitted a tertiary application received at least one offer.

Year 12 2018 Overall Position Results

The 2018 Year 12 cohort achieved excellent Overall Position (OP) results, with more than 50 per cent of the 
cohort achieving a 1-5 OP result.

*State percentages include all candidates in Queensland who sat the QCS Test. The 100.1 State percentage is due to QCAA rounding.



Australian National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2018 results

The Australian National Assessment Program—Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a standardised test for all 
Australian students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The achievements of Year 7 and Year 9 Grammar girls are recorded below.

NAPLAN results are one indicator of academic achievement and, combined with other forms of School-based 
assessment, contribute to a balanced view of students’ academic progress.

NAPLAN Results

YEAR 7 YEAR 9

Reading 616 652

Writing 573 602

Spelling 606 645

Grammar and Punctuation 645 664

Numeracy 613 672

Percentage of Girls Grammar Students at or Above the National Minimum Standard

YEAR 7 YEAR 9

Reading 100 100

Writing 100 99

Spelling 100 100

Grammar and Punctuation 100 100

Numeracy 100 100
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MRS ANNE INGRAM 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL (STUDENTS)
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A motto (derived from the Latin ‘muttum’, ‘mutter’) is a maxim: 
a phrase meant to formally summarise the general motivation or 
intention of an individual, social group or organisation. A good motto 
can be very powerful. 

By definition, such a statement is meant to be brief, 
used to express a principle, a goal or an idea. Mottos 
can be adopted as a guide to our conduct, providing 
us with a vision and a way to help us to consider our 
priorities and where to focus our attention. 

One long-held tradition at Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School is the creation of the School Motto. This 
task is carried out by the Student Council, a group 
of 26 senior student leaders. At the annual Student 
Council Leadership Conference, held in January at 
the commencement of the School year, the Student 
Council comes together to focus on their leadership 
goals for the year, foster closer connections with 
one another and deliberate on the School Motto. 
This is a task that is undertaken each year with 
great thought, careful reflection and passionate 
collaboration.

To assist the students in the design of the School 
Motto, they are first provided with the opportunity 
to explore their character strengths, as individuals 
and as a cohort. Character strengths are viewed as 
an individual’s positive personality traits—our core 
capacities for thinking, feeling and behaving in 
ways that can bring benefit to us and others. The 
identification and understanding of an individual’s 
character strengths has the potential to improve 
the skills of leaders and teams. When we develop 
a general awareness of our strengths, explore ways 
to think mindfully about their development and 
apply them by setting goals and taking action, we 
inspire a range of positive outcomes. As leaders 
we become more energised and engaged, our 

leadership experience is enhanced; as individuals 
and as a team, we are filled with greater purpose 
and a greater understanding of ourselves and each 
other. The cumulative effect leads to more positive 
collaboration.

At the start of 2018, the Student Council, led by 
Head Girls Harper McIlroy (12W) and Annabel 
Ryan (12E), delved into their signature strengths 
as a leadership team and considered three key 
questions:

 What do we stand for?

 How will we work together?

 How will we be remembered?

The Student Council discovered that they valued 
teamwork, cohesion, compassion, love, gratitude 
and making a difference. The identification of 
these key strengths assisted the group to devise 
three main themes that were to guide their year: 
pride, individuality and empowerment. It was 
their ultimate goal for all students to be proud of 
the School, be proud of each other, proud to be a 
Grammar girl and, most importantly, for each girl to 
be proud of herself. While this was considered to be 
quite a lofty aim, the Student Council was hopeful 
that through their leadership, they would be able to 
guide the School and create a positive environment 
that would motivate and inspire our young women 
to celebrate their unique skills and characteristics.

 

The Making of a Motto— 
Adding Our Slice
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 ‘We believe these qualities form the foundation of 
what makes a Grammar girl and creates a School that 
is truly an exceptional community.’  
  (McIlroy & Ryan, 2018)

And so, a motto was born for 2018. From the 
key themes of Pride (P), Individuality (I) and 
Empowerment (E), together spelling the word ‘PIE’, 
the Brisbane Girls Grammar School community was 
challenged to ‘Add Your Slice’.

  ‘This year we want you to add your slice to our 
Grammar Pie. Show your Pride on the sports 
field, your Individuality in the music rooms, 
empower girls to be the best they can be and find 
Empowerment within yourselves.’  
  (Ryan, 2018)

The PIE analogy proved to be most successful. 
Pies adorned Blue Day badges and laptop stickers. 
Pie featured on the café menu and at charity bake 
stalls. At the Year 12 Valedictory Dinner, Harper and 
Annabel were honoured on behalf of the Year 12 
cohort to cut the Valedictory Pie.

Throughout 2018, the Student Council ensured 
that long-held traditions such as Blue Days, whole-
School events held to celebrate and congratulate 
our QGSSSA sportswomen, were honoured. With 
themes of ‘Blue Hawaii’, ‘Blues Fest’ and ‘Decked 
Out in Denim’, the School was transformed, creating 
an enchanting atmosphere that was treasured. The 
senior student leaders were thrilled to see so many 
girls embracing the moment, ‘adding their slice’ and 
showcasing their individuality.

The Student Council was also humbled by the large 
numbers of girls who reinforced a sense of School 
pride by contributing wholeheartedly to Service 

endeavours throughout the year. Events such as Pink 
Stumps Day, White Blouse Day and Grammar Goes 
Green define the student body and help to create  
and strengthen the unique Girls Grammar community.

  ‘To witness girls from all year levels come together 
in support of a common cause, whether it be 
something as simple as planting a tree or watching 
a cricket game, is something truly special.’   
  (McIlroy & Ryan, 2018)

In their roles as Head Girls, Harper and Annabel 
strongly encouraged their fellow Year 12 students 
to fight for positive change and perhaps this is 
the most outstanding legacy that they will leave 
as leaders. Empowered by doing what is right, 
supportive of diversity in its many forms and with 
a passionate commitment to the environment, the 
Year 12 students worked cohesively to bring about 
positive change in their School community, while 
remaining considerate of the School’s rich culture 
and traditions. 

The School is immensely proud of our leaders of 
2018 for their passion and their intent. They have 
led with strength and dignity, but also with kindness 
and empathy, and due to this, they have fostered 
a cohesive, compassionate cohort, proud of their 
School and with a view to making a positive impact in 
their futures. The School community is all the richer 
for their influence and will continue in the future to 
look to ways to ‘add their slice’.
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Grammar Girls Capture the Stars

Since the launch of the School’s Dorothy Hill Observatory in October 
2017, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have used its remotely operated 
robotic telescopes to identify, capture and process images of celestial 
objects including galaxies, nebulas and star clusters.

By working with a 100mm refracting telescope in 
tandem with its digital colour image sensor, students 
produced full-colour astrophotography images of 
their chosen object, before using photo-editing 
techniques to remove light pollution and clarify 
detail. As more learning modules are developed 
and taught by Girls Grammar teachers, use of the 
observatory will deepen in complexity in each 
successive year level as students extend their skills. 

The Dorothy Hill Observatory enhances the 
School’s commitment to astronomy, equipping 
Grammar girls with the knowledge and skills 
required to effectively undertake research using 

NGC3372, Carina Nebula by Isabella Peters (8E)

their own primary quantitative data—rather than 
relying on secondary data—and potentially publish 
their research to support professional astronomical 
projects. 

The Dorothy Hill Observatory is housed at Brisbane 
Girls Grammar School’s Marrapatta Memorial 
Outdoor Education Centre, and the building features 
three telescope and camera systems on robotic 
mounts. The Dorothy Hill Observatory honours the 
significant contributions of past student, Professor 
Dorothy Hill (BGGS, 1924) to science in Australia 
and advances her ambition to deepen the impact of 
women as scientists, innovators and leaders.
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‘In order to select my nebula, I first 
researched celestial objects, finding 
high-quality images and observations 
from professional astronomers. The 
nebula that piqued my interest was 
NGC3372, which I thought portrayed 
a fascinating array of colours and 
shapes. The Observatory has taught 
me about the beauty of space and 
how such stunning, peaceful objects 
exist in our universe for all to enjoy.’

—Isabella Peters (8E)

 ‘I chose the Trifid Nebula because  
I liked the combination of colours 
in the one object. When I read more 
about the object, I discovered the 
different colours are formed by two 
different types of nebula—emission 
and reflection nebula.’

— Jacqueline Trappett (7O)

‘I was amazed that such vivid colours 
and forms could exist naturally in 
space. It is intimidating, yet exciting, 
to learn about how much is actually 
out there, and how tiny we are 
compared to the vast expanses of 
matter. It is wonderful to imagine 
what else might be out there, and 
what science has yet to discover.’

—Holly Eddington (8B)

 ‘Via the astronomy modules 
provided in class, I was able to learn 
a lot more about all the different 
celestial objects. The School’s 
Observatory and telescopes have 
shown me how a simple operation 
can generate an amazing image 
where essentially, science meets art.’

—Heon Kwak (8O)
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The Co-curriculum:  
a Space for Learning
MISS ELLENA PAPAS 
DEAN OF CO-CURRICULUM 

When the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD)(2015) sought to discover what skills drive wellbeing and social 
progress, the findings supported the need to develop the ‘whole child’, 
with a balanced set of cognitive, social and emotional skills to better face 
the challenges of the 21st century. 

The results identified that children who are 
conscientious, motivated, goal-driven and collegial are 
more likely to weather the storms of life, perform well 
in the labour market and consequently achieve lifetime 
success. 

Further, the OECD study iterated that many of these 
skills, such as creativity and critical thinking, have both 
cognitive and socio-emotional elements. Skills and 
skill acquisition need to be understood in a dynamic 
framework and learning contexts should be multi-
dimensional. 

The School’s recognition of and commitment to a 
robust co-curricular program is a part of the learning 
experience that Brisbane Girls Grammar School seeks 
to provide students. The School has a proud tradition 
of delivering an extensive and diverse co-curricular 
program, offering opportunities for students to develop 
the essential skills and abilities that the OECD identifies. 
The leadership roles assumed by students in many 
of these activities contribute to academic success and 
significant personal development. 

The School considers performance through two lenses: 
that of the individual; and that of the School as a whole. 
Girls Grammar students experienced and contributed 
to success in many personal and team endeavours 
during the past 12 months. Participation in co-curricular 
activities at Girls Grammar is consistently excellent, and 
in 2018, 96.27 per cent of students chose to represent 
the School in activities beyond the classroom.

The past year was significant in the School’s sporting 
history, as Grammar girls joined with other participating 

schools in the Queensland Girls Secondary Schools 
Sporting Association (QGSSSA) to celebrate 110 years  
of the organisation since its establishment in 1908.  
The School proudly claimed several QGSSSA 
premierships across the range of 18 competitive sports 
offered to students. However, even more meaningful 
than achieving premierships, was the impressive way that 
girls in all sports dedicated themselves to seeing their 
team improve and solidifying their bonds with each 
other across the season.

Music education at Brisbane Girls Grammar School is 
highly valued as an essential element in the academic, 
cultural and personal development of students. In 
addition to participating in the School’s 32 ensembles, 
the School’s talented musicians had the extraordinary 
opportunity to be mentored by, and perform with, 
some of Australia’s finest musicians from Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra. The School’s unique Education 
Partnership with the Orchestra allowed a group of 
students to develop their individual skills, gain invaluable 
insight into the world of professional musicianship 
and be conducted by one of the world’s most inspiring 
women in music, Ms Alondra de la Parra, the 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra’s Music Director. 

The co-curricular Instrumental Music program delivered 
a staggering 50 performance events throughout the 
year, ranging from School-based concerts to signature 
concerts. The 2018 Gala Concert, with the theme ‘Call of 
the Wild’, enchanted audiences with rousing renditions 
of popular pieces such as Africa and Big Yellow Taxi, 
alongside a thrilling commissioned work, Prey v. Predator, 
by Daniel O’Brien. 
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The School’s co-curricular Drama program offers 
students the opportunity to engage with industry 
professionals, and emulate the quality and energy 
of professional performances. The Senior Drama 
ensemble’s absurdist production, Rhinoceros by Eugene 
Ionesco, engaged with our world’s most difficult 
political and sociocultural questions. Professional 
lighting and sound design, executed by Jason 
Glenwright and Dane Alexander, brought a post-plague 
world to life as girls performed to sold-out audiences. 
The Year 7 and 8 cast produced Stories in the Dark by 
Debra Oswald, and were directed by Australian actor, 
Thomas Larkin. The Year 9 and 10 cast of Desiree Din 
and the Red Forest worked with the show’s playwright, 
multi-award winning artist, Maxine Mellor, to share  
its touching story.

The School competes in several Debating competitions, 
with the Queensland Debating Union competition 
attracting the most teams. Debating promotes self-
confidence and skills of logical thinking, and our 
enthusiastic debaters learn to work as part of a team 
to achieve shared goals, organise ideas and construct 
effective arguments. In addition to many team 
successes, the School as a whole was rewarded with the 
Queensland Debating Union’s Championship Schools 
Trophy, recognising the large number of teams who 
progressed to the final rounds.

Creating opportunities for Grammar girls to give back 
to the community is a valuable part of the School’s  
co-curricular program. Grammar girls take on 
leadership roles in the Service program that give them 
a true sense of purpose and gratitude, and contribute to 
their personal, social and emotional development. The 
girls themselves choose the organisations the School 
works with and activities are student-led. Through the 

Service program, girls gained a greater understanding 
of how to develop successful projects that can make 
a difference to the lives of others. In 2018, more 
than $74 890 was donated to charities that support 
causes as diverse as finding a cure for breast cancer to 
enabling girls in developing countries to attend school 
safely. The girls also gave their time and other non-
monetary gifts to initiatives such as the Second Chance 
Programme’s ‘Blanket Drive’ to support women 
experiencing homelessness, and providing valuable 
sporting equipment for Barcaldine State School.

Stepping beyond the picket fence, Girls Grammar 
students accessed a range of domestic and international 
experiences that allowed them to explore worlds 
outside their own. Latin students from Years 10 to 12 
participated in a 16-day ‘Latin and the Roman World 
Study Tour’, visiting ancient sites in Italy, viewing 
artefacts in England and writing Latin as it was used 
in the Roman world. German students participated 
in a Study Tour, where they stayed with host families, 
attended a German Language Course and observed 
classes at Girls Grammar’s Affiliate School, Werner 
Heisenberg Gymnasium in Neuwied, Germany.

The School’s commitment to providing girls with 
significant challenges that help develop a sense of 
leadership, complex reasoning, responsibility, and 
of course, a deeply rewarding sense of enjoyment 
continues.
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QGSSSA Premierships 2018

Artistic Gymnastics 7ii (2)

Badminton Senior A, Senior D, 9B and 9C

Basketball 10B

Cross Country 12 Years

Hockey Senior A Blue

Netball Senior C, 10A, 10C and 8Cii

Rhythmic Gymnastics Open Group, 7ii and 8ii

Softball Senior B

Tennis Senior B, Senior C, Junior A, Junior B and Junior C

Touch 10B and 8B

Volleyball Year 9 and 8B



Sport

•  Niamh Bedggood (8O), Sarah McLeod (10E) and Georgia De Stefani (10W) represented Queensland in 
Swimming at the Pan-Pacific School Games.

•  Elisabeth Chua (12M) represented Australia in a Fencing Tour of Europe. Elisabeth travelled to 
Copenhagen, Denmark; Bratislava, Slovakia; and Krakow, Poland, with the team and herself placing in the 
top three in all three competitions.

•  Aimee Boulton (12E), Makenzie Durbridge (12H), Mia Vecchio (11G) and Kirsten Viljoen (11E) were 
selected by their clubs to compete at the 2018 Rowing National Championships.

•  Sally Finch (12H) was selected as a baton bearer in the Queen’s Baton Relay for the 2018 Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games.

•  Catherine McLeod (12E), Eliza King (12E) and Ela Noble (11M) competed in the Australian Swimming 
Trials to attempt to secure a place in the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games.

•  Charlotte Mitchell (12R) was selected in the Queensland Hockey Team to travel to New Zealand. Sevella 
Agnew (12L) was selected as a shadow.

•  Lara Hadzivukovic (8H) competed at the Rhythmic Gymnastics State Championships placing first in Level 9 
and represented Queensland at the Australian Gymnastics Championships (Nationals).

•  Four Girls Grammar students competed at the National Rowing Championships in Penrith: Aimee Boulton 
(12E) and Makenzie Durbridge (12H) were selected to trial for the Australian Rowing Team as a part of 
the Queensland Schoolgirl Eight; and Kirsten Viljoen (11E) and Georgia Petersen (12R) raced as a part of 
the Queensland Development Team.

•  Amelia Takken (11R) represented Australia at the Volleyball High Performance Championships held in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, as part of a development tour to the USA.

•  Georgia De Stefani (10W) and Chelsea Warat (10R) were selected as part of the Queensland School Sport 
Water Polo Team to participate in the School Sport Australia Water Polo Championships in Perth. 

•  Elizabeth Moss (11E) became the Oceania Under 18 High Jump Champion with a jump of 1.76cm at 
Korman Stadium, Vanuatu.

•  Bridget Sullivan (9H) was selected as a Queensland Athletics representative in the 3km race walk.

•  Alice Zhu (7G) won a Silver medal on vault and bars and came fourth overall in the Level 9 Under 13 
category at the 2018 Australian Gymnastics Championships.

•  Katie Ward (8G) won a Bronze medal at the Youth and Under 15s National Weightlifting Championships 
in Perth where she competed as part of the Queensland squad.

•  Lucy Bebb (8O) competed as part of the Queensland Under 14 Water Polo Squad at the Pan Pacific Games 
in Auckland, New Zealand. 

•  Niamh Bedggood (8O) and Claire Evans (11O) competed in the Georgina Hope Australian Swimming Age 
Championships.

•  Georgia De Stefani (10W) was selected to compete in the School Sport Australia International Water Polo 
Tour to New Zealand. 

•  Abbey Anstey-Walsh (11E), Madeline Clark (11E) and Paris Comiskey (11B) won gold in the team 
Alpine and Skier X events at the Northern New South Wales and Queensland Interschools Snow Sport 
Championships.

•  Eliza King (12E) captained the Australian Swimming Team in the 2018 Junior Pan Pacific Championships 
in Fiji, winning a Bronze medal in the final of the Women’s 100m Freestyle in a time of 54.92 seconds, and 
two Silver medals in the 4 x 100m and 4 x 200m relays. In the 200m Freestyle, she set a 1.59.75 personal best, 
breaking two minutes for the first time.
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•  Several Grammar girls were selected to represent Metropolitan North at the Queensland State School 
Rowing Championships. Georgia Petersen (12R), Aimee Boulton (12E) and Elizabeth MacPherson (10L) 
were selected in the Open category, while Eloise Young (10R), Ellyn Hill (9H) and Nancy Duncan-Banks (9E) 
were selected in the Under 16 category.

•  Elisabeth Chua (12M) and Caitlyn Bond (10H) represented Queensland at the Australian Fencing 
Championships, with both girls achieving second place. 

•  Elizabeth Chua (12M) represented Australia in the Commonwealth Junior and Cadet Fencing 
Championships in Newcastle, England.

•  Elizabeth Moss (11E) competed for Australia in High Jump at the Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires, 
finishing fourth with a personal best jump of 1.82m.

•  Georgia De Stefani (10W) was named as part of the 16 Years and Under Female Australian training squad 
following the Water Polo National Aged Club Championships.

•  Amreen Kahlon (7B) was selected to represent Queensland in the 12 Years and Under School Sport 
Australia National Girls Cricket Championships, held in Western Australia.

•  Mia Williams (11R) achieved the following results within the Senior Synchronised Division: first place at the 
New Zealand National Ice Figure Skating Championships, Auckland; first place at the Queensland State 
Figure Skating Championships, Boondall; third place at the Australian Figure Skating Championships, 
Macquarie; 11th place at the Mozart Cup, Salzburg, Austria; and ninth place at the Leon Lurje Trophy, 
Gothenburg, Sweden.
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Music

•  Kalpana Ranasinghe (10L) was selected as one of only two representatives from Queensland Choir Groups 
to participate in an international tour to Italy, Austria and Hong Kong with the Australian Girls Choir.

•  Year 8 student, Tiffany Yeo (8E), wrote an original composition, titled Love and Peace, which won the 
2017 Australian Society of Music Educators Young Composers Competition (Middle School). The piece 
was performed by the combined Chamber Strings and Vivaldi Strings at the International Women’s Day 
Concert.

•  Three Girls Grammar students passed their Associate in Music exams, earning the AMusA post-nominal. 
Miranda Chan (12H) achieved AMus in Viola, and Olivia Dalton (12G) and Mia Li (10R) both achieved 
their AMus in Violin.

Service

•  Gia Cayas (10G) and Sally Finch (12H) received the Long Tan Youth Leadership Award, presented on 
behalf of the Australian Defence Force.

•  Lana Trout (12B), Olivia Dalton (12G) and Alexandra Ball (12R) were awarded Certificates of Community 
Service and Citizenship on behalf of the Queensland Branch of The Order of Australia Association.

• Helena Ruddell (12O) received a Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Clubs and Activities 

•  The School’s Debating team was awarded the Championship Schools Trophy from a field of 160 schools 
who participated in the Queensland Debating Union competition.

•  A team of Year 10 students won the state competition of The da Vinci Decathlon for their year level, 
progressing to the national finals in Sydney, where they achieved second place in the Science section of 
the competition. The students involved in the competition were: Ashley Zhang (10O), Niharika Malhotra 
(10W), Matina Samios (10W), Lua Jarrah (10B), Madison Henley (10R), Charlotte Robinson (10B),  
Eve Seet (10B), Abbey Grice (10E) and Bridgette Watkins (10R).

•  Abbey Grice (10E) placed first in the Junior Speakfest competition at the Australian Individual Public 
Speaking and Debating Championships.

•  The School’s Chess team placed second in the finals of the Australian School’s Chess Championships in 
Adelaide, in December.
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Exceptional Futures: A New Science 
Learning Centre for Girls Grammar

At the School’s Speech Day and Annual Distribution of Prizes 2018  
it was announced that a new Science Learning Centre will be 
constructed, opening in 2021.

Science is a cornerstone of Brisbane Girls Grammar 
School’s broad, liberal approach to education. The 
Science Learning Centre will facilitate the delivery 
of its exemplary Science curriculum, creating a 
professional scientific atmosphere where students can 
develop academic maturity and independence under 
the guidance of dedicated teachers.  

Grammar girls maintain an inherent aptitude for, and 
interest in, science. Student participation in scientific 
study is well above the state and national averages—
more than 90 per cent of Girls Grammar students 
choose to study a Science subject after Year 10 and 
in 2017, 60 per cent of Year 12 students went on to 
undertake a science-based university degree.

To enable girls to excel, Girls Grammar strives to 
provide leading-edge academic programs, expert staff 
and resources of the highest quality. Students will 

enjoy a well-resourced eLearning environment that 
utilises innovative teaching practices, contemporary 
educational science technology and online assets 
tailored to developmental stages, as they make sense  
of key scientific concepts. 

Partnerships will be fostered with scientific bodies, 
tertiary institutions and businesses to allow girls and 
staff to develop enriching relationships and valuable 
real-world connections, developing their agency as 
members of the global science community.

Today’s classrooms are places of passionate debate, 
experiential learning and intimate, focused discussion. 
The Science Learning Centre will act as a hub for 
the pursuit of scientific knowledge, supporting girls’ 
educational development by evoking questions and 
analytical thinking while inspiring wonder and awe. 

Brisbane Girls Grammar School30



‘This significant project is a powerful 
expression of our commitment to 
the education of girls and our deep 
belief in their potential to become 
tomorrow’s scientific leaders.’

— Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler
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FINANCE Stewardship and sustainability

KEY AREAS DETAILS OF MEASUREMENT PERFORMANCE

Income and expenditure within 
Board approved budget

Actual results remain within 
budget

The year-end financial results 
were favourable and were in line 
with the Board approved annual 
budget 

Cash fund balance positive General fund balance remains 
adequate to fund day-to-day 
expenses

This target was met

Debtors levels reasonable Debtors > 90 days < 5 per cent of 
fees billed

This target was met

Healthy balance sheet Working capital ratio of 1:1 This target was met

Legislation Compliance with tax legislation 
or changes in legislation affecting 
the School

This target was met

In accordance with the Strategic Design 2016 - 2019, the School’s financial management must deliver appropriate, 
sustainable, transparent and empowering fiscal management that balances the surplus requirement for future 
reinvestment with immediate educational program priorities.

Annual Financial Statements (Annexure B) for 2018 highlight the School’s strong financial position. The annual 
operating surplus of $2.445M (2017: $2.148M) was delivered within the budget expectations of the Board of Trustees.

ANNUAL OPERATING RESULT 2014–2018

The School has generated consistent and reasonable surpluses each year (2014-2018), which are used by the School 
to fund payments on capital loans, capital expenses and to provide for future capital projects and ensure long-term 
sustainability.

The main revenue source of the School is tuition fees, comprising 72 per cent of total revenue (2017: 73 per cent) 
as demonstrated in Figure 2. State and Commonwealth Government Funding reduced slightly to 18.5 per cent.  
The Board has been working over many years to bring tuition fees to a level that ensures ongoing sustainability for 
the School while still being at an acceptable level for families. Accordingly, the fee increase for 2018, of 3.5 per cent, 
remained low for the fourth year in a row, following the 2017 increase of 3.5 per cent and the 2016 increase of 3.8 
per cent. Overall revenue growth in 2018 was in line with fee and grant increases.

Figure 1. Annual Operating Result 2014-2018
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Figure 2. Income by Category Figure 3. Expenditure by Category

EXPENDITURE BY CATEGORY 

For the Year Ended 31 December 2018

The main expenditure areas of the School are employee expenses, comprising 64 per cent of total expenses  
(2017: 64 per cent). The remainder of the key expenditure areas are set out in Figure 3 below:

Expenditure increases in 2018 were primarily driven by increased employee expenses, in line with the agreed 
terms and conditions of employment of the School’s employees through its Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 2015. 

Capital expenses for 2018 focused on improvements to the School’s operations and surrounding landscape, 
including the construction of the new deck at Marrapatta, the locker improvement program, the relocation of 
part of the administration offices (Communications and Engagement, Finance, and Development) to Bread 
House, Spring Hill, and the reinstatement of classrooms in Main Building. Additionally, investment in the 
School’s IT infrastructure continued and the School’s website was renewed for launch in early 2019.

During 2018, planning and preparation commenced for the development of a new Science Learning Centre 
and the refurbishment of E Block.

Monitoring of Financial Performance and Effectiveness

Management and the Board of Trustees, with support from its Committees, continually monitor the School’s 
financial performance and effectiveness. This is undertaken through monthly financial reporting, a robust 
budget process and annual review of the School’s 10-Year strategic forecasting.

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE

The School acknowledges the contributions made by the State and Commonwealth Governments in the form of 
grant allocations. The grants received and approved in 2018 included:

• Recurrent State and Commonwealth Government Grants, including Indigenous assistance:

  Commonwealth Grants—$5 370 216

  State Government Grants—$2 875 014

•  Funding from the Queensland Government for VET Co-ordination, special education and students with a 
disability—$6420

•  Queensland State Endowment Grant provided to Grammar Schools in Queensland to assist with the 
additional cost of complying with State Government legislation for Statutory Bodies—$21 500

•  Queensland Government Great Teachers = Great Results Initiative (renamed Non-State School Teaching 
Capability 2015)—$142 252.
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Girls Grammar’s strong community of parents, alumnae and 
friends are dedicated to supporting the School to provide 
Grammar girls the best possible education. The School is grateful 
for their commitment to our shared purpose. 
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A Culture of Giving 
MS GEORGINA ANTHONISZ 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT  

Brisbane Girls Grammar School is built upon a culture of giving, with 
each generation benefitting from the foresight and generosity of those 
who went before. 

The School’s community of donors brings together a diverse group of people who share a common 
vision—excellence in girls’ education. Every gift, regardless of size, makes a difference and 
benefits Grammar girls today and in the future. 

In 2018, our donors contributed more than $580 000 toward the School’s philanthropic 
priorities, and we are grateful for their support. More information about the impact  
of philanthropy at Brisbane Girls Grammar School can be found in the School’s 
Impact of Giving Report 2018, available on the School’s website. 

As the School plans for its future, there is still so much to achieve.  
Your support is vital and we hope that you will contribute to the future  
of girls’ education by supporting Girls Grammar. 
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Donors

Anonymous (41)

G & S Anthonisz

Mr M & Mrs G Anthonisz

Jessica Bagnall

M Baker & H O’Toole

D Barber

Dr A Bell AM

Ms J Bray

V Braybrook

I & P Brusasco

Dr B Burge

Dr P & Mrs J Burke

Burlington Kitchen Pty Ltd

B & A Butler

Dr P & Dr C Campbell

Mrs Ann Caston

A & K Cavdarski

Centaur Memorial Fund

Mr Yuan Chen

Mr Y Chen & Ms X Wang

Mr B & Mrs M Clark

Comiskey Family

Mr TG & Mrs TC Cory

Mr T & Mrs K Crilly

A Dale

L Davies

B Dawson

Mrs Joy Dempsey

P & J DeSouza

Dr & Mrs Donnelly

Mr R & Mrs K Douglas

D Dunk & S Buckley

S Edwards

Wendy Edwards

Ms Jacinda Euler

Sally Finch

K Fitzgerald

Mr D & Mrs L Fogden

Mr T & Mrs A Fornaro 

Dr J & Mrs E Friebe

Dr M Fry

Fu Family

Drs C & I Furnival

Gandhi family

Dr Troy & Mrs Karelia Gianduzzo

M & E Giles

Mr & Mrs Gottumukkala

M Grassie

J Grassle

Green Options P/L

D & P Greig

R Grice

G Griffin

Mr P Griffin & Ms S Schleicher

Mr P Haley & Ms M Daly

Ms J Hammer AM

A Harrap

Mr T & Mrs K Harry

Mr A & Mrs S Harper

W Hayes

J Hennessey

Isabelle Higgins

Dr C Hirst AO

Mr R & Mrs K Hirst

Mrs J Hopkins

Greta Hopsick

S & T Horton

B & H Hunter

A Ingram

Dr K Jaffar

Ms E Jameson & Dr A Anderson

R Jans

Dr A & Mrs Jones

Mr N & Mrs H Johnson

Jordan & Charli Kahler

Ms N Kambe

Mr S & Mrs A Keyser

Drs A & K Khoo

Dr K Kimber

Prof G King & Dr S Rowland

Abby Knights

Rebecca S Kugelmas

Dr J Lawrence AM

Mr T Lehmann

Cindy Z Li

Christine Lonergan

E Lowry

P & L Lui

Mrs A Luque

Thank You 
The Board of Trustees and the Principal thank the Girls Grammar 
community for its generous support in 2018.    
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Thank you to the School’s Support Groups for their important 
contribution and service throughout the year.

Parents & Friends Association

Mothers Group

Fathers Group

Music Support Group

Rowing Support Group

Water Polo Support Group

Old Girls Association 

Laura Macbeth

J & C MacDonald

E Mackenzie

Emeritus Professor Dr Mary 
Mahoney AO

K McAllister

Mr S McCullough & Ms T Davern

D & A McDonnell

S McGarry

Frances McInerney & Sean Martin

Dr C McIvor & Mr F Beckey

Ms J McKay

M McMurdo AC

P & M Mitchell

Dr C Mittelheuser

Sophie Moore

Mr S & Mrs L Morton

Nicklin Medical Services

H Norris & J Norris-Holt

A Obermair

Miss G O’Hare

C & H Orr

Mr M & Mrs J Pafumi

G Paull & H Armstrong

Dr L Paranavithana

M Peel

E Phua & F Phua-Wu

Poole Family

Dr G Powell AM

Malcolm Robinson

Linda Rosenman

Dr Rothwell & Dr McBride

Drs A & S Ryan

J Savage

J Schubert

Kim & Chris Selwa

Mr G & Mrs B Shapland

Professor A Shoemaker

Nicole Siong

H & S Smerdon

J Sneddon & V O’Sullivan

Dr Carol Sorensen

Rob Stevens

Mr T & Mrs M Tavoularis

P & G Telford

The Stan and Maureen Duke 
Foundation

L Thornquist

T Vargese & L Kurian

Dr & Mrs Vujovic

A & S Ward

E Wilson

H Wilson

Amy Young

Mr A Young

Dr J Young & Mr M Curtis

Dr M Zelich

S Zhang & C Shi

Donations in-kind

The Estate of Judy Cassab AO

Elisabeth Cummings OAM

J Hardy & G Haussmann

Mrs K Olive 

Sodexo

Acknowledgements current as at February 2019.



Grammar Women

‘[Being at Grammar] gave us the possibility to be curious. It always opened  
up avenues, and you never had to stop. If you wanted to go further, you 
could. It also emboldened everyone to take the bull by the horns and have 
confidence that they could do whatever they wanted.’

—Cathy Milliken (1973)

•  Emily Anderson (2017) and Inais Black (2017) were awarded Bond University Excellence Program Scholarships 
for 2018.

•  Dr Elsina Wainwright (1988) was awarded a Member (AM) in the General Division for significant service to 
international affairs, through Australian defence, foreign policy and conflict prevention studies, as an analyst 
and academic.

•  Dr Geordan Shannon (2002) was named the 2018 Young Australian of the Year in the UK for making an 
extraordinary difference in improving the lives of poor and rural communities around the world.

•  Gabriella Palm (2015) and Abby Andrews (2017) represented Australia in Water Polo at a senior level in Perth, 
playing against Italy.

•  Minna Atherton (2017) was awarded the Georgina Hope Rinehart Swimming Excellence Scholarship to study  
at Bond University.

•  Minna Atherton (2017) was selected to compete at the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games in the 50m 
backstroke event.

•  Raynuha Sinnathamby (1987) was awarded The University of Queensland (UQ) Vice–Chancellor’s Alumni 
Excellence Award.

•  Alison Rae (2005) was awarded the UQ Distinguished Young Alumni Award.

•  Emeritus Professor Helene Marsh (1962) was awarded the UQ Alumnus of the Year (created by Alumni Friends).

•  Dr Bethany Holt (2009) was awarded the Faculty of Medicine Valedictorian—UQ Graduate of the Year (created 
by Alumni Friends).

•  A commemorative bronze bust of Dr Margaret Mittelheuser AM, commissioned by the UQ Faculty of Business, 
Economics and Law, in partnership with the UQ Art Museum, was installed in the Courtyard of the Colin Clark 
Building at UQ celebrating Dr Mittelheuser’s legacy as a pioneering female graduate of UQ.

•  Abby Andrews (2017) was named as one of eight finalists in the Junior Sport Star category of the 2018 
Queensland Sport Awards.

•  Abby Andrews (2017) and Gabriella Palm (2017) were awarded Blues awards for Water Polo by The University 
of Queensland.

•  Portia Bennett (2017) was awarded a Half Blue award for Rowing by The University of Queensland.

•  Minna Atherton (2017) represented Australia in Swimming at the FINA World Cup 2018, winning Gold medals 
for the 200m and 100m Backstroke events in Beijing, and winning Gold medals in the 100m Backstroke and 
Mixed Medley Relay and a Silver medal in the 200m Backstroke in Tokyo.

Students’ time at the School forms the foundation for a lifetime of connection to Girls Grammar and their fellow 
Grammar sisters. Grammar Women, incorporating the Old Girls Association, provides a framework for past 
students to maintain, strengthen and develop connections with fellow alumnae. Congratulations to the following 
Grammar Women on their achievements in 2018, in chronological order:
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Girls Grammar staff have 
delivered the broad, liberal 
education for which the 
School is renowned for more 
than 144 years. 

The School’s teachers are 
the foundation of its culture 
of deep learning. With their 
extensive knowledge of their 
discipline and infectious 
passion for discovery, they 
have the ability to nurture 
creativity and a sense of 
possibility in the minds of 
students.

Staff
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Brisbane Girls Grammar School Staff

Executive Staff 
Principal  
Ms Jacinda Euler 
BA, GDipEd, MEdSt, MACE, 
MACEL, MAICD

Deputy Principal  
Mrs Anna Owen 
BSc, PGDipEd, MSc(ScEd), 
MACE, MAICD

Deputy Principal (Students) 
Mrs Anne Ingram 
BSc, DipEd, AMusA

Deputy Principal (Academic) 
Dr Bruce Addison 
BA, BBus(Econ), BEdSt, PhD, 
DipEd, MAICD, MACE, FACEL

Chief Financial Officer and 
Secretary to the Board  
Ms Rachel Fraser 
BCom, GradDip Adv Acctg, CA, 
GAICD

Dean of Studies and Learning 
Analytics  
Mr James Keogh 
DipTeach, BEd, MEd, MACE, 
MAIP

Dean of Academic Administration 
Miss Tennille Cummings 
BSc, GDipEd, MEd (Leadership 
and Mgt), MACEL

Dean of Co-curriculum  
Miss Ellena Papas 
BEd (GE), BMus, Cert Res.Care, 
MACE, MACEL, AFAIM

Director of Communications and 
Engagement  
Dr Belinda Burns 
BA, BBus (PublicRelations), MA, 
PhD

Director of Development  
Ms Georgina Anthonisz 
BMus, CFRE, MInstF (Cert)  
(Term 2-)

Director of IT  
Mr Kent Walker 
DipIT, BIT, MCSE (Terms 1 to 3)

Mr Eduardo Sifontes 
BA IT, PGradDip Project 
Management (Term 4-)

Director of Human Resources 
Ms Dianne Firman 
MODSHRM, BA (Psyc), 
DipTeaching, GradDipOrgPsyc, 
PGDipBehavioural Science, Dip 
Counselling (Terms 1 to 2)

Senior Human Resources Advisor 
Ms Samantha Wilmore 
BA, MA (HRM), MAHRI (Term 3-)

Facilities Manager  
Mr Aaron Bowden 
Dip (Project Mgmt), DipBus 
(Frontline Mgmt), DipBuilding 
and Construction, Cert IV WHS, 
FSA, QBCC Licence No 1264810

Directors  
Creative Arts  
Mr Andrew Pennay 
BA, BEd

Cross Faculty Initiatives  
Dr Ann Farley 
BEd, GradDipResT, DipT, MSc 
(Dist), PhD, MACE

English  
Mr Stephen Woods 
BA (Hons), MA, GradDipTeach

Health and Physical Education 
Mr Stephen Fogarty 
BEd, MACHPER

Humanities  
Ms Alison Dare 
BA (Hons), DipEd, MA

Ms Yonnie McDonnell 
BA, Grad Dip Ed (Acting Term 4)

Information Services  
Mrs Kristine Cooke 
BA, DipEd, GradDipResT, MEd 
(TeachLib)

Instrumental Music (Acting) 
Mr Paul Holley OAM 
BAMus, GrdDipEd

International Studies  
Ms Susan Garson 
BA/BEd, MEdStud

Marrapatta Memorial  
Outdoor Education  
Mr James McIntosh 
BEd, GradDipOutEd, MEdSt

Mathematics  
Ms Catrin Huxtable 
BSc (Hons), PGCE

Science  
Dr Sally Stephens 
BSc, MScEd (Dist), GradDipT, 
GradDipCommComp, EdD

Service  
Mrs Lynne Mungomery 
BHMS (Ed), CertIV TrngAssmnt

Sport  
Ms Jo Duffy 
BEd, Med (Term 2-)

Technologies  
Mr Brendon Thomas 
CertFineArts, BEd, 
PGradCertOEd, MEd, CertIV 
TrngAssmnt 

Heads of House 
Associate Dean (Students)  
Mrs Emma Lowry 
BBus, BIntSt, BEd, MEd 
(Leadership and Mgt) 

Associate Dean (Academic Care) 
Ms Sarah Frew 
BA, BEd, MEdSt (Leadership)

Beanland  
Ms Rachael Christopherson 
BA, DipEd

England  
Ms Alysia Stark 
BAppSc (HMSEd), Cert IV 
TrngAssmnt, MAppSc (Sports 
Coaching), MACHPE

Ms Yonnie McDonnell 
BA, Grad Dip Ed (Acting Term 3)

Gibson  
Mrs Hazel Boltman 
HDE (Physical Science)

Griffith  
Ms Jan O’Sullivan 
BA, DipEd, MACE

Ms Deborah Perz 
BSc, BEd (Acting Term 4)

Hirschfeld  
Mrs Alice Dabelstein 
BEd

Lilley  
Mrs Sybil Edwards 
BA, DipT

Brisbane Girls Grammar School42



Mackay  
Ms Ruth Jans 
BA, BEd

O’Connor  
Ms Sarah Boyle 
BA, BEd (GE), GradCertRE 

Ms Yonnie McDonnell 
BA, GradDipEd (Acting Term 1)

Woolcock  
Mrs Violet Ross 
BA, GradDipEd

Heads of Department/
Subject  
Academic Data Analyst  
Ms Elaine Serisier  
BEd (Hons)

Academic Support  
Mrs Alison Carmichael 
BEd, MEdSt, DipSpEd, 
GradDipEdSt, COGE

Accounting  
Dr Phillipa Greig 
BBus, BEd, DipT(Sec), 
AssocDipSecStudies, EdD

Biology  
Ms Tracey Monteith 
BSc (Hons), DipEd 

Chemistry  
Mrs Jacqueline Ross 
BSc (Hons), GradDipT

Chinese  
Mrs Paula Quinn 
PGDipED, BA, BA (Hons), 
MAppLing

Co-curricular Drama  
Mr Brad Jennings 
BEd, BA (Drama)

Curriculum Music  
Ms Adele Cummings 
BA, MSc (Entrepreneurship), 
GradDipEd

Drama  
Mrs Katrina Riveros 
BA (Drama) GradDipEd

EAL/D Coordinator  
Ms Rita Jajjo 
BA, GradDipTeach

Economics  
Dr Zhi (Sam) Peng 
BA, MA, MIB (Hons), PhD, 
GradDipEd (Acting)

English Curriculum Development 
Ms Jo Genders 
BEd (Hons)

English Years 7 to 8  
Mrs Julie Smith 
BA (Hons) (Eng), PGCE

English Years 9 to 10  
Mr Richard Laur 
BEd (PG), BA (Hons), MEd 

English Special Project—
Literature  
Miss Meghan Parry 
BA/BEd (Sec)

French  
Mr Fabrice Alleaume 
BBus (Mgt), GradDipTeach (Sec), 
MA (Hons)

Geography  
Mr Jeffrey Wheatley 
BEcon, DipEd

Ms Yonnie McDonnell, BA, 
GradDipEd (Acting Term 2)

Geography Years 7 to 8  
Ms Yonnie McDonnell 
BA, Grad Dip Ed

German  
Mrs Izabela Minuzzo 
Licencjat Magistra

History  
Ms Julie Hennessey 
BA MEd DipEd

History Years 7 to 8  
Dr Rashna Taraporewalla 
BA (Hons I), MA (Lond), PhD, 
GrDipEd

Health and Physical Education 
Curriculum Development  
Ms Jane Martel 
BAppSc (HMSEd), Cert IV 
TrngAssmnt

Japanese  
Ms Jennifer Fukushima 
BA (AsianSt), GradDipEd (Sec)

Latin  
Mr Nicholas Hollier 
BA (Hons), GradDipEd, GradDip 
Divinity

Manager of eLearning  
Mr Shane Skillen 
BEd, CertIVEng, DipMultiMedia

Mathematics A and General Maths 
Mrs Judith Muller 
DipEd, BSc, GradDipCompEd, 
DipBus (FrontlineMgmt)

Mathematics B and Mathematics 
Methods  
Ms Gay Barnett 
BA, DipEd

Mathematics Curriculum 
Development  
Dr Peter Jenkins 
BSc (Hons I), PhD, GradDipEd

Mathematics Years 7 to 8  
Mrs Patricia Greenland 
BSc, GradDipEd

Physics  
Mr Alan Allinson 
BSc (Hons), PostGradCertEd

Science—Junior Science 
Curriculum Development  
Mrs Monica Urry, BSc, BEd

Ms Belinda Upton  
BSc, BEd (Acting Term 2-)

Science 21  
Mrs Sacha Cross 
BAppSc (HMS)/BEd (Sec)

Miss Stephanie Johnson 
BAppSc (HMS), BEd (Sec) 
(Acting Terms 1 to 4)

Study of Religion  
Mrs Narelle Waverley-Smith 
BA (Hons), BEd (Sec)

Visual Art  
Mr Donald Pincott 
BEdSt, BA, MEd, MLI, DipSecT 
(Art), MACE

Special Project—NAPLAN  
Mr Andrew Lanning 
BEd (Sec), BSc

Special Project—Numeracy in 
Science  
Miss Gerri Bernard 
BSc (Physics), MSc (MatSciEng), 
GrDipEd (Senior Yrs)

Technologies—Senior Curriculum 
Development  
Mrs Malgorzata Golawska-Loye 
MagisterBEd
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Brisbane Girls Grammar School Staff

Academic Staff 
Ms Sharon Anderson 
BA, DipEd

Mrs Sanae Asada-Leone 
BA, GradDipEd

Ms Stefanie Bailey 
BSc/BEd

Dr Ruth Burnett 
BEcon, DipT, MEd, EdD

Ms Anne Byrne 
BSc, BEdSt, MEd, DipEd

Mrs Sally Callie 
BEd

Ms Nadine Cameron 
BSc, GradDipEd

Ms Kate Child 
BEd (Physical Ed), PG Outdoor 
Env Ed

Ms Emma Churchland 
BFA (Drama), DipEd (Sec)

Mrs Catherine Clemot 
BEd, GradCertRE

Ms Bridget Corscadden 
BSc, HDipEd (Hons) (Term 4)

Ms Kara Coughlan 
BSc, PostGradDipEd

Mr Anthony Cupitt 
BEd (Sec) (GE), BA (Hons), MA 
(Philosophy)

Mrs Sally Downes 
BA, DipEd

Ms Kirsten Eadie 
BEd, GCCI, MEd 
(LeadershipMgmt)

Mrs Stephanie Eaton 
BMus (Perf), BMus (Cond), 
GradDipEd (Sec), AdvDipMus 
(Accomp), LMusA, AKC

Mrs Raechelle Finch 
GradDipEd BHMS (Term 3)

Ms Anna Flourentzou 
BA, BEd

Mrs Emily Frazer 
BSc, GDipEd (Sec) (Terms 1 to 3)

Ms Romy Fritz 
BA, GradDipEd, GCEd

Ms Hannah Gillam 
BSc, GDipEd

Mrs Louisa Harvey 
BEd, BA, CertIV TESOL

Mrs Rebecca Haskmann 
BA, MA, GradDipEd

Ms Abigail Hills 
BVA GDipEd

Ms Hollie Hollie 
BA (VisArt), BEd (Sec)

Mr Gideon Huppert 
BA, GradDipEd, MEd (TESOL), 
CertIV TrngAssmnt

Dr Paula Johnson 
BA (Hons I), PhD, GradDipEd

Miss Stephanie Johnson 
BAppSc (HMS), BEd (Sec)

Ms Emanuelle Jones 
BA (Hons), PGCE

Ms Carmen Keating 
MBiomedE, BMechE (Hons), 
GradDipEd

Miss Jessica Kempe 
BSc, GradDipEd

Mrs Kate Kildey 
BEd (Sec) (Hons I) MLI, MACE

Mrs Clare Kiolle 
BA, CertT (Term 1)

Mrs Stephanie Kingan 
BA (Ed) (Sec)

Ms Kate Kregenbrink 
BEd

Mrs Carolyn Lansdown 
BA (OutEd), GradDipEd

Mr Daniel Larkin 
BA, BEd

Mrs Catherine Lay 
BSc, GrCertA BEd (SEC) (GE)

Dr Timothy Lehmann 
BA, BCom (Hons), BEd, 
BMusPerf, MEdSt, GCertMidYrs, 
GCertAutismSt, PhD

Mr Adam Levitt 
BEd (Terms 2 to 4)

Mrs Jennifer Levitt 
BA/BEd, MAppLing

Ms Natasha Littler 
BA/BEd

Ms Heather Lucass 
BA (Hons) GradDip 
(ChemIntendingTrs) PGCE (Sc) 
(Term 4)

Ms Jenna Luiten 
BSpSc, MSc, GradDipEd

Ms Tracey Maclean 
BA (Hons), GradDipEd 
GrDipTESOL

Dr Christine Madill 
BA (Hons), PhD, GDipEd (Term 2-)

Mrs Amee Magee 
BSc GradDipEd

Miss Gabby Mann 
BEd

Mr Paul Martineau 
BA, BEd

Mrs Lee Mazzaglia 
BEd, DipT

Mrs Kate McCarthy 
BHMS, BAppSc (Ed)

Miss Kayley McCorley 
BHlthSportsandPhysEd

Mr Elliot McGarry 
BEd (Sec)

Mr Michael McGrath 
BMus (Hons)/BEd (Sec) 
BMus,CMusA

Mrs Carol McIntosh 
BEd, GradDipOutEd, MA

Ms Bronwyn McKean 
BA, DipEd, CertFineArts

Ms Susan Miles 
BEd, MEd (TeachLib)

Mrs Valerie Miller 
BA, GDipEd, MA, 
GradDipTheatreStudies, 
GradCertRE

Dr Thomas Mollee 
BSc (Hons), PhD Mathematics, 
GrDipEd (Sec)

Ms Prue Morgan 
BAgSc, DipEd

Ms Susan Morrison 
BEd (Sc)

Mrs Joanne Nisbett 
BEd
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Miss Brittany Nunan 
BExandHealthSc GrDipEd  
(Senior Yrs)

Mrs Anna O’Gorman 
BSc (Hons), DipEd 

Ms Suzanne Peck 
BA, GradDipEd

Ms Deborah Perz 
BSc, BEd

Mr Michael Ramsay 
BTeach, GradDipOutEd

Mr David Rawson 
BA (Hons), BEd (Sec), EdM, 
MACEL

Ms Cathy Rees 
DipT, GradCertHlthSc. 
(WomHlth), MHlthSc.(Dist)

Mrs Jacqueline Rose-Diamond 
BSc, PostgradDipEd (Sec)

Miss Jessica Smith 
BOutEd, GDipEd

Ms Nisha Swanston 
BSc(Hons) Multimedia 
DesandTech, ProfGradCertEd 
(DesandTech)

Dr Juliet Stone 
BSc (Hons) (EarthSt), PhD, 
GrDipEd (Senior Yrs) (Term 3-)

Ms Kathryn Talbot 
BA/BEd (Sec) (Hons), MPhil

Dr Keith Treschman 
BSc, DipEd, BEdSt, BA, MEd, MSc, 
PhD (Term 4)

Mr Steven Van der Ros 
BEd (Sec) (Hons), BIT, CertIV 
TrngAssmnt

Mr John Walsh 
M.ED, B.ED, B.SC Hons, 
GradDipLibSci, GradCertEd  
(Term 4)

Mrs Jennifer Winter 
BA, MEd, HDE (Maths)

Mrs Christine Woodford 
BSc, DipEd

Mrs Kelly Woods 
BAccountingSc, PGCE (FET)

Instrumental Music Staff
Faculty Director (Acting)  
Mr Paul Holley OAM 
BAMus, GrdDipEd (Acting 2018)

Coordinator of Bands  
Ms Laurinda Davidson 
BAMus, GDipMusSt

Coordinator of Choral Program 
Mr Paul Holley OAM 
BAMus, GrdDipEd

Coordinator of Strings  
Mr Michael Patterson 
BMus (Hons), MPhil 
GradDipLearningandTeach (Sec), 
LMusA, AMusA

Band Director, Percussion Teacher 
Mr Jacob Cavanough 
BMus

Band Director, Woodwind Teacher 
Miss Jessica Garvey 
BMus, GrDipEd (Sec)

Band Director, Brass Teacher 
Mr Michael McGrath 
BMus (Hons)/BEd (Sec) BMus

Band Director, Brass Specialist 
Mr Paul Johnston 
BMusPerf, GradDipEd

Band Director, Woodwind Teacher 
Miss Ashleigh Porter 
BMus, GDipEd

Accompanist, Piano Teacher 
Ms Anne-Maree Eyles 
MEd (School Leadership), 
GradCertEdMgmt, GradDipEd, 
BMus, AMusA

Accompanist, Piano Teacher 
Ms Sherelle Eyles 
MMus(RCM), ARCM (GradDip), 
BMus, LMusA, AMusA

Accompanist, Piano Teacher 
Ms Kylie Los 
MMus, BMus

Accompanist, Piano Teacher 
Ms Kathryn Sander 
Dip Mus (Creative Arts), B Mus 
(Perf—Accompaniment and 
Chamber Music), A Mus A

Accompanist, Piano Teacher 
Ms Cara Tran 
BMus (Hons)

Choral Director, Voice Teacher 
Ms Clare Finlayson 
BMus, BEd (Sec)

Choral Director, Voice Teacher 
Dr Gary Holley 
BMusEd, MMus (MusEd), MMusSt 
(VocalPed), DMA, A.Mus.A, 
CertIVTrainandAssess, MACEL

Double Bass and Cello Teacher 
Mrs Connie Garrett-Benson 
BMus, GradDipEd

Flute, Oboe and Bassoon Teacher 
Mrs Anne MacAskill Auld 
BMus (MusEd)

Guitar Teacher  
Mr Ian Weston 
BJS (Dist), MMusSt

Strings Director, Cello Teacher 
Mrs Helen Sharp 
BMus, GradDipMus

Strings Director, Upper Strings 
Teacher  
Mr Jonathan Zorzetto 
BMus/BEd

Strings Director, Upper Strings 
Teacher  
Ms Josephine Pollicina 
BMus (Hons), MPhil

Language Tutors  
(Native Speakers)
French  
Ms Corrinne Scruby 
BA, DipEd

Japanese 
Ms Aya Topp 
BAEd

German 
Mrs Martina Todd 
BCom, GradDip Adv Acctg, CA, 
GAICD

Chinese  
Ms Julie Zhu 
BA, MA (AppLing), GradDipEd

Ms Jennifer Yu (Terms 1 to 2)
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Specialist Staff  

Post-Secondary Planning  
Mrs Wanda Hayes 
BSc (Psych), DipEd, DipSchCouns, 
FCDAA

Director of Student Counselling 
Mrs Jody Forbes 
BA (Hons)

School Psychologist  
Mrs Tara McLachlan 
BPsychSc, MPsychClin, MAPS

Ms Lauren Hagedorn 
BSocSc (Psych), BScocSc (Psych) 
(Hons), MPsychClin, MAPS (Term 
3-)

School Psychologist  
Dr Alix Vann 
BPsySc (Hons), DPsychClin

Ms Lisa Manning 
BA(Hons), MClinPsych, MAPS 
(Term 2-)

School Nurse  
Mrs Louise Lockyer 
BN 

Mrs Deb Conn 
RN (Terms 1 to 3)

Ms Kristin Kavanagh 
RN

Mrs Susan Micallef 
RN

Mrs Anna Pilcher 
RN (Midwifery)

Professional Staff 
Academic Administration Officer 
Miss Nicola Gunn (Terms 1 to 4) 
BInfTech

Academic Administration Officer 
Ms Katie West

Academic Administration Officer 
Ms Sarah Braithwaite (Terms 3-)

Accountant  
Mrs Emma Strang 
BBus(Acc), CPA

Administrative Assistant—ASC 
Mrs Jennifer Stafford, DipBus

Administrative Assistant—ASC 
Ms Gillian McHarg

Administration Assistant—Facilities 
Mrs Melanie Bishop 
CertIV Bus, CertIV TrngAssmnt

Administrative Assistant—IT 
Mrs Wendy Bradley

Administrative Assistant—IT 
Ms Jodie Oldfield

Administrative Assistant—Music 
Mrs Elizabeth Worth

Administrative Officer—Sport 
Mrs Wendy Porter 
BBus

Administration Officer—Student 
Reception  
Mrs Tracey Bilton

Alumnae Relations Manager 
Ms Antonia Swindells 
DipEvents

Assistant Facilities Manager  
Mr Andrew Supple 
DipMn, DipBusAdmin (Terms 1 to 4)

Assistant Financial Accountant 
Ms Monica Djaja 
BAcc, MCom

Carpenter  
Mr Robert Vogler

Communications Manager  
Ms Veena Herron 
BCommun (Hons), BJourn

Communications Officer  
Ms Annabelle Conaghan  
(Term 2)

Ms Abby Woods 
BBus (Mktg), BJourn (Term 3-)

Database Administrator  
Mr Lewis Kelly 
BInfTech

Development Officer  
Mrs Stella Sheil 
AssocDipBus (Acc), BBus 
(Tourism), CertIV TrngAssmnt, 
DipLeadershipandMgt (Terms 2 to 4)

Digital Communications Officer 
Ms Katie Trappett 
BBus, BInfoTech (Term 1)

Enrolments Manager  
Mrs Julie Drew 
PGDipLitEd, BEd (Term 1)

Ms Kelly Ryan 
BAsianSt, PGCert TESOL, CertIV 
TrngAssmnt (Term 2-)

Enrolments Officer  
Mrs Julia McPaul 
BN, GrDipECE

Events Officer  
Mrs Sasha Lloyd  
(Terms 1 to 2)

Events Coordinator  
Mrs Nicola Taylor 
BCI (Term 3-)

Executive Assistant to the Principal 
Ms Lara Parker

Facilities Officer  
Mr Aaron Woulfe (Term 1)

Mr Ronan Daly  
(Term 3 to 4)

Facilities Support Officer  
Mrs Leonie Doran

Facilities Support Officer—Grounds 
and Events  
Mr John Summers

Mr Sebastian Bornkessel  
(Terms 3 to 4)

Finance Manager  
Ms Hannah Myatt 
BCom (Acc), CPA

Finance Officer  
Ms Rebecca Brady 
BCom, BBus (Man) (Term 4-)

Horticulturist  
Mr Ben McCann

Human Resources Manager 
Ms Brigitte Bickham

Information Systems Manager 
Mr Robert Simmons 
DipComputerStudies, CNE, MCSE

IT Helpdesk Support Officer 
Mr Craig Hohrmann

IT Helpdesk Support Officer 
Mrs Allison Luque 
CertIV IT Support, DipIT

IT Senior Desktop Support 
Technician  
Mr Dane Culley 
CertIV IT (Networking), BBiotech
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IT Services Manager  
Mr Breck Felsman 
BInfoTech, MCSE

Laboratory Technician  
Dr Carla Atkinson 
BSc (Joint Honours), MSc, PhD 
(Term 1)

Dr Megan Scilipoti 
BSc (Hons), PhD (Term 1-)

Laboratory Technician  
Ms Emily Grundgeiger 
BAppSc

Laboratory Technician  
Mr Anthony Lumsden 
BSc (Hons)

Librarian – Special Collections 
Mrs Jenny Davis 
BA (Hons), GradDipArts

Library Technician  
Mrs Janet Tripp 
DipLibInfoStudies, BInfSt

Library Assistant  
Ms Tilly Askey

Library Administration Assistant 
Mrs Carrie MacLaren 
(Term 1)

Ms Robynne Kilborne Blake 
LLB, BA (Term 2-)

Manager of Collections  
Ms Lorraine Thornquist 
BA, DipEd, MA, Cert III Tourism, 
GradCertMuseumSt

Manager, School History and 
Culture  
Mrs Pauline Harvey-Short 
BHMS, DipT (PE), MPhil, 
FACHPER, FRLSS

Payroll Officer  
Mrs Sharon Rose

Personal Assistant to Chief 
Financial Officer  
Ms Kirsti Moyle

Personal Assistant to Deputy 
Principals  
Ms Sally Condon

Project Manager (IT)  
Mr Manny Stavropoulos, BInfTech 
(Term 3-)

Receptionist  
Mrs Rachael Quinn

Reference Librarian  
Ms Helen Demack, BA, 
GradDipLibSc, AALIA

Repairs and Maintenance Officer 
Mr Robert Hetherington

Risk and Compliance Officer 
Mr Daniel Mitchell 
BBus (Intl), GradDipAppFin

Security Officer  
Mr Terry Brown  
(Term 1)

Senior Communications Officer 
Ms Keziah Sydes 
BCommun, BA

Sports Manager  
Mr Liam Mulligan 
BSpandExerciseSc (Hons), ASCA 
Cert, AWF Cert, CertIV TrngAssmnt

Stores Officer  
Mr Phillip Hopkins

Team Leader, Grounds and Events 
Mr Ray Goodrich

Technical Support AV Specialist 
Mr David Joncheff

Technical Support AV Specialist 
Ms Maxine McCabe 
BMus, MCommun

Web Systems Administrator  
Ms Maryam Nemati 
MInfTech, BAppMath (CompSci)

Ms Aleksandra Markovic  
(Term 4-)

Cleaner  
Ms Kerry Clutterbuck  
(Marrapatta)

Cleaner  
Ms Kristal Clutterbuck 
(Marrapatta)

Maintenance Officer  
Mr Peter Ward  
(Marrapatta)
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Girls Grammar formally farewells and celebrates the achievements 
of the Year 12 cohort at its annual Valedictory Dinner. The following 
day, at Annual Speech Day and Distribution of Prizes, the School 
celebrates the academic and co-curricular achievements of  
Grammar girls across all Year levels.

Addresses
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‘To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven …’

Ecclesiastes 3:1

Brisbane Girls Grammar School50

The Occasional Address  
Thursday 15 November 2018 
MS ELIZABETH JAMESON 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Ms Elizabeth Jameson, Chair of the Board of Trustees, delivered 
the following address at the School’s Speech Day and Annual 
Distribution of Prizes 2018.

So the Bible, in Ecclesiastes—and Australian ‘60s folk 
legends The Seekers—poetically tell us. Or, as my Dad, 
ever the pragmatist, used to say: ‘every dog has its day’.

Thank you, Ms Euler, and may I echo your welcome 
to the School community and our many important 
guests here today. For the last 11 Speech Days that has 
been my job, as I have had the privilege to address 
the School in the traditional opening Chair’s Address. 
Today, for me, it is perhaps an even greater honour to 
be invited not to address you as Chair but to provide 
the Occasional Address, in recognition of the fact that 
this dog’s day here is done—almost.

As you have heard, for the past 24 years, I have lived 
as a Trustee through the cycle of seasons in the life of 
the School. But, poet or pragmatist, they all tell us that 
everything has its time. The Seekers (and Ecclesiastes) 
go on to say that ‘there is a time to be born and a time 
to die, a time to plant and a time to pluck up that 
which has been planted’ (Ecclesiastes 3:2). 

This is ancient and eminently wise advice, which 
cannot be challenged. But being a good Grammar 
girl, I can’t help challenging, just a bit, the idea that 
everything has its season. 

After all, some might say that in the seasons of one’s 
life ‘there is a time to be in the mosh pit and a time to 
sit in the more expensive comfortable seats; a time to 
dance like a fool and a time to sit in that comfortable 
seat and sedately tap your toes’. But surely that would 
be wrong—right?

It is however always a good time for a confession and 
an apology. The confession? Mindful that I am at that 
age when some might think that even saying the words 
‘mosh pit’ is ludicrous, much less being in one, I don’t 
think I need to disclose exactly which pop diva icon 
lured me into a mosh pit this year. But it is important 
that I offer my full and sincere apology to the School 
community, especially those of you who attended the 

Gala Concert and witnessed the horrible truth that 
I am shameless (or is it shameful?) when it comes to 
dancing in public like no one is watching. 

I have always loved the expression ‘dance like no 
one is watching’—a metaphor for living life to its 
fullest, not suppressing the instinct to get up and 
dance when the beat demands it. And, moreover, to 
‘dance like a fool’ as one-hit-wonder Uncle Kracker 
puts it in his infectious tune Smile. 

My badly kept secret is out; I have been unable 
to resist a classic pop beat ever since 1976, when 
I pinned my first ABBA poster to my bedroom 
wall and became the ‘Dancing Queen’. Knowing 
this dark secret about me (I don’t know how!) Mr 
Holley has been my Pied Piper; these many years 
at Gala deliberately leading me down the path of 
temptation to the dance floor of shame, last year 
successfully luring me to my feet (in my seat) by 
pulling out the big guns—600 enthusiastic Grammar 
girls belting out the pop ‘gold standard’ Dancing 
Queen. So, you can see, it really wasn’t my fault 
this year when Mr Holley, in conspiracy with the 
Principal, and aided by the exceptionally talented 
student Tiffany Davison, beckoned me up to dance. 
As pop great Michael Jackson put it, ‘I just can’t 
control my feet’. That night the earth moved under 
these very feet. 

It was only the next morning as I rubbed the sleep 
out of my eyes and sheepishly asked, ‘did I just…?’ 
that I thought ‘oh that’s right—“dance like no one 
is watching” is a metaphor, not literal advice!’ But by 
then, it was far too late for recriminations.

Some might think that this behaviour doesn’t really 
fit the picture of who I am or should be, given my 
legal background, my role on this School’s Board of 
Trustees and my roles on, and working with, other 
seemingly respectable boards across Australia. But in 
truth each of our lives is made up of multiple layers, 
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some of which are not (and perhaps should not be) 
even visible to others. Layers that, like the lacquer 
on a bowl, transform the vessel from its raw state to a 
thing of beauty. 

To my way of thinking, a good life is a bit like a bowl. 
We start as a lump of clay thrown onto the potter’s 
wheel when we are born. We are quickly shaped into 
some sort of vessel, usually by our family and some of 
our more instinctive abilities. The extent of colour 
and the intricacy of our design comes from the 
richness of our experiences, our friends, our greatest 
teachers and even, a bit surprisingly, from what we 
learn from those we might class as our enemies and 
our failures. 

Over the course of my life, it is predominantly the 
people who have passed through or stayed in it, who 
have shaped the design of my life most profoundly. 
Some have been famous and I have known and 
admired them only from afar; some have been 
historical or even fictitious (Wonder Woman!); the 
most profoundly important Wonder Men and Women 
however have been people I have known personally, 
but you may not even recognise. Many of them have 
been my own dear friends and teachers at Brisbane 
Girls Grammar School.

One who laid down one of the almost invisible layers 
of lacquer to my life was my much-loved Japanese 
teacher at School, Mrs Maisie Duncan. ‘Amazing 
Maisie’, as we boldly called her (behind her back), 
ultimately inspired me to a love of all things Japanese 
and to go on with Japanese studies at university, back 
when it was still a very new language for Queensland 
students. Although I never really used it for my work, 
it turned out to be one of the most important choices 
I made in my life.

This was because like all good language studies, we 
necessarily studied the culture. This started with 
our exciting excursions with Mrs Duncan to what 
seemed then like the terribly exotic Little Tokyo—
Brisbane’s first Japanese restaurant. It culminated in 
the fantastic experience of home stays with families 
in Japan. These experiences added much fun, colour, 
texture and a love of raw fish to my world. More 
importantly, it raised my eyes to a further horizon as 
I started to see how much the culture where we are 
raised shapes us, and how much else is out there. 

I was raised by wonderful loving parents. My now 
92-year-old mother is the daughter of a Grammar girl, 
my grandmother, who attended the School in the 
early 1900s. Mum, a paediatrician, cared for children 
with intellectual disabilities. From her I learned  
much about compassion and a sense of purpose.  
My father was sensible, disciplined and organised—
an accountant and company director. He taught me 
a great deal about life—most of it captured in the 
classic sayings for every occasion he left to his children 
when indeed his day was done. They both taught 
me to respect myself and others, the importance 

of making a positive difference no matter how 
small and, in sending me to this School, to value 
opportunity, hard work and a good education. 

But from Japanese another world entirely was opened 
to me. 

Take for example the very Japanese concept of 
Wabi-sabi—the idea that it is in imperfection—not 
perfection—that there is real beauty. This was a 
radical idea to one whose father would not hang a 
picture without a tape measure, a carpenter’s pencil 
and a spirit level. Recently I was fascinated to learn 
for the first time about an ancient 15th Century 
Japanese art related to Wabi-sabi: Kintsugi. Kintsugi 
is the art of repairing broken pots with veins of gold 
lacquer. By highlighting the cracks and breaks rather 
than hiding them with invisible glue or worse still, 
throwing away the broken pot, the object actually 
becomes more beautiful for its flaws.

Kintsugi has much to offer us in the 21st century with 
our ‘throw-away and upgrade’ mentality and our 
obsession with the pursuit and pretence of that which 
does not actually exist: perfection.

People’s social media profiles so often tell us 
a story that is one-dimensional, incomplete or 
even downright untrue—a story of only fun and 
success. When I was your age, it was the Coca-
Cola advertisements—in the Coke ads everyone is 
beautiful, happy, successful, rich, and floats around 
on expensive yachts in an endless summer. The reality 
of life is of course different. 

In spite of Facebook profiles or Coke ads, people’s 
lives, if they are truly worthwhile, are both happy and 
sad, fun and serious, full of successes and failures, 
marked by acts of generosity to and by others and by 
acts of selfishness. It’s just they don’t post so much 
about all of that.

I have learned these lessons over the years through 
each of the now three times that I grew up—by which 
I mean learned a whole lot more about myself from 
a great many others—at Girls Grammar. The first 
time was when I entered the School as a wide-eyed 
12-year-old, 40 years ago this year, in 1978, and left 
it five years later much more rounded a vessel for 
it. The second time, when I became a Trustee as an 
equally wide-eyed 28-year-old, taking up one of my 
first board roles surrounded by my elders and betters 
from whom I learned so much. The third time was 
when I stepped up as the only slightly less wide-eyed 
new Chair of the Board of Trustees 12 years ago, just 
as our Year 12 2018 students were starting Year 1.

Through all my life I worked hard and found ways to 
give back—to repay my debt of gratitude to my family 
for my upbringing and to this School for the start it 
gave me in life. But there was still one crack in the 
pottery that I tried to varnish over, because for many 
years I thought the full story of who I was needed to 
be hidden in polite society, which could be extremely 



harsh about my truth. I am not referring to my closet 
love of bad ‘80s dancing—which, thanks to Mr Holley, is 
no longer in the closet and is still unacceptable in polite 
society! This was a different truth. 

In 2017, my heart was full to bursting when, 12 months 
ago today, Australia voted to pass the marriage equality 
law. When it then passed through Parliament, I sat 
on my couch and cried. For the first time in my 52 
years I truly felt safe to tell the full story of who I am. 
When I joined the Board of Trustees all those years 
ago, even when I became its Chair, I could not dream 
of standing here and thanking my wonderful partner, 
Abbe, for so much love and support that has made it 
possible for me to do the job I have so loved here at 
Brisbane Girls Grammar School. Today I not only can, 
but I do—thank you Abbe. You are the richest vein of 
gold lacquer in my life.

There have been a great many gold lacquer highlights 
for me at Girls Grammar. They have included the 
exceptional community of girls and staff that have made 
up this School community these many years, along with 
their parents, families and supporters. Past Principals  
Dr Judith Hancock and Dr Amanda Bell, past Chair  
Dr Cherrell Hirst AO and so many others—too many to 
list—from whom I have learned and grown. 

Today however I pay particular tribute to just a few; first 
my dear friend and a role model, Emeritus Professor 
Dr Mary Mahoney AO—they don’t come finer than 
Mary Mahoney—who also vacates the Board this year 
along with myself and Ms Ann Harrap—after her 
indefatigable service to the School as Deputy Chair over 
the past 12 years. 

I thank too the whole Board of Trustees and our 
marvellous Board Secretary, Ms Rachel Fraser. While 
the appointment process for the new Board that takes 
office from the end of this year is still being completed, 
I can say that much careful planning has been done to 
ensure, as far as we can, that the School will continue 

to be in the very safe hands of those who are largely 
assembled around the Board table now. The Trustees 
are all volunteers and without exception are extremely 
fine people who care deeply about your School and are 
the very personification of serving with purpose. It has 
been a true privilege to be first among equals in such 
company. 

Finally, Ms Euler, I am extremely proud to have 
chaired the Board that appointed you six years ago 
and subsequently to have served alongside you as you 
performed your role as Principal—one of Australia’s 
finest. First and foremost, you care about our girls and 
you inspire them through your every thought, word and 
deed to the qualities of wisdom, imagination and integrity 
that we so value at Brisbane Girls Grammar School.

Annabel and Harper, and all of our departing Year 12 
students, our time has almost come. I am honoured  
that I will finish my 12 years’ service as Chair with your 
12 years of schooling. 

I hope that like me, in the fullness of time, your Girls 
Grammar years will prove to have applied a number 
of layers of lacquer to your life: the result of the things 
you have excelled at and the things you have struggled 
with, and of the people who have made you a better 
version of you because they were your friends or your 
best teachers, or because they were not. 

I hope you cherish the people and seize the 
opportunities that lie ahead and I do wish you a great 
many joys and successes along the way. But more 
importantly I wish you the courage not to try to fix the 
inevitable cracks that will appear with invisible glue, 
but with bold gold lacquer highlights, resulting in a 
striking design to your life. You are a whole person: 
please embrace it.

So, Year 12, come and join me and thousands of others 
on the other side of the white picket fence (that you 
have boldly declared to be balloon-free) and let’s 
dance together like no one is watching.

Deputy Chair of the Board of Trustees, Emeritus Professor Dr Mary Mahoney AO, with Chair of the Board of Trustees, Ms Elizabeth Jameson
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Principal’s Address 
Thursday 15 November 2018 
PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 
MS JACINDA EULER

Ms Jacinda Euler, Principal, delivered the following address at the 
School’s Speech Day and Annual Distribution of Prizes 2018.

Chair of the Board, Ms Elizabeth Jameson; Trustees–
past and present; Honoured Guests; President of the 
P&F Association, Dr Fiona Harden; President of the 
Old Girls Association, Mrs Julie Caton; Staff; parents; 
girls and most particularly today our prize-winners 
and Year 12 students.  

Two and a half thousand years ago the most esteemed 
thinkers in Athens spent much time speculating, how 
do we live a good life?  Great philosophers throughout 
time have wrestled with the concept of ‘goodness’ 
and yet a quick glance at any newsagent’s stand today 
will tell you ‘the good’ has been heavily appropriated 
by marketers of self-indulgence and ‘contemporary 
psychology’. It has become deeply entwined with the 
‘wellness’ movement of late, where being good seems 
to have become a lot like ‘giving to get’. ‘Being good’ 
will make us happy or popular. We will experience 
gratitude, which is good for our health and wellbeing. 
The favours will come back around. 

In his latest novel, The Golden House (2017), Salman 
Rushdie writes:

  What is a good life? What is its opposite? These 
are questions to which no two men (sic) will give 
the same answers. In these our cowardly times, we 
deny the grandeur of the Universal, and assert and 
glorify our local Bigotries, and so we cannot agree 
on much…We are so divided, so hostile to one 
another, so driven by sanctimony and scorn, so lost 
in cynicism, that we call our pomposity idealism, 
so disenchanted with our rulers, so willing to jeer 
at the institutions of our state, and the very word 
goodness has been emptied of meaning and needs, 
perhaps, to be set aside for a time…

2018 has been a year of enormous change—the 
moorings of our society continue to shift, come 
untethered and, at times, cast us adrift. The chaos 
on the world stage continues, disillusionment is 
rife and the challenges to liberal democracy come 
thick and fast every day. Nationally, we have seen 
bewilderment at the demise of yet another Australian 
Prime Minister. Sweeping changes—through mass 
movements such as ‘Me Too’—find us challenging  
the foundations of what once was, if not condoned 
nor even accepted, at least tolerated. And at the  
heart of such movements are questions, for example, 

how should we behave? There are clear notions about 
what is good and right. But how do we translate that 
into action?  

It seems there is no connecting narrative to guide us 
any more, no grand vision—Rushdie’s sense of ‘The 
Universal’. Religion and faith no longer appear to fit 
the bill for society more broadly and we are a secular 
school. Political leaders, unfortunately, continue to 
disappoint, and into the vacuum come celebrities. 
Surely it is not them to whom we turn! Of course we 
see the rise of ‘the masses of people’ through social 
media. And while it is certainly well past time for the 
less powerful in society to find their voice, with people 
‘retreating into group identities defined by race, 
religion or sexuality’ the result is that the principle of 
the common interest, has fragmented (The Economist, 
October 2018). As The Economist writes ‘Identity 
politics is a valid response to discrimination’ but as 
identities multiply, ‘the politics of each group collides 
with the politics of the rest. Instead of generating 
useful compromises, debate becomes an exercise in 
tribal outrage.’ 

Perhaps it was high time to turn a few things on their 
head. ‘Has there been a complacency among the 
world’s educated, privileged elite?’ The Economist 
asks; a certain taking for granted of our hard won 
ideals—freedom and prosperity for all of our citizens, 
the common good, not just the Instagram-good 
life for some. Where once we might have feared 
or expressed concern that civic ideals were being 
eroded, now we might wonder if they are about to 
be overthrown.  

Historian Yuval Noah Harari wrote this year (in  
21 Lessons for the 21st Century): ‘Humankind is facing 
unprecedented revolutions, all our old stories are 
crumbling, and no new story has so far emerged to 
replace them. How can we prepare ourselves and 
our children for a world of such unprecedented 
transformations and radical uncertainties?’

It seems that even as we become apparently more 
intelligent, and as algorithms predict our every move, 
the world is still a mystery, life and indeed human 
nature is still ultimately mysterious. How we should 
live and what constitutes a good life are no clearer 
today than thousands of years ago.  
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So where can we look to guide our actions? Do we 
return to the past?

Sunday was a time of remembrance—when Australia 
recognised 100 Years since the Armistice—and we 
reflected upon heroic actions, selfless deeds. In these 
stories of the individual, and the collective, their 
purpose seems right and the narrative is clear.  

Or perhaps we need to look within ourselves, to keep 
challenging and asking questions that cannot be 
outsourced, for answers that can’t be acquired with a 
Google search. When we look to our leaders we have 
found ourselves increasingly disenchanted. The onus 
is falling back on us, reinforcing the importance of 
individual action.  

I hope that in a school such as ours we are agents 
of provocation, developing an understanding that, 
as Danish Philosopher Svend Brinkmann writes (in 
Stand Points), beyond the subjective ‘Whatever’s 
good is what makes you feel good’ there is a purer 
concept, a simpler ideal. And that there are ‘things 
we ought to do irrespective of whether we ourselves 
will get anything out of it and that not everything 
can be measured on scales of happiness and health.’ 
Girls know that good deeds (being kind, being 
honest) are an end in themselves. Aristotle (384-
322BCE) said: ‘If there is something we do for its 
own sake, it must be the overall good.’

Educators certainly understand that some things 
we do not as a means to achieve something else but 
for their own sake. In a society that is increasingly 
pragmatic and focused on ‘getting us somewhere’ it 
is important to be reminded that some of the most 
valuable ways to spend our time can seem the most 
‘useless’. Art can bring many benefits—but it is 
also, ultimately, an end in itself. As Brinkmann has 
written, Aristotle might argue that ‘uselessness’ is 
the highest good for it is precisely such activities—
making music, solving a mathematical equation, 
the pleasure of poetry—that offer the prospect of 
achieving meaning.  

There are so many demands in education—on our 
teachers, on our students—which could become 
overwhelming. I am very often asked, are you teaching 
the girls about AI, robotics, entrepreneurial studies, 
coding, soft skills, this language, that? STEM, STEAM, 
now LEAF.

And yet, we still have the same amount of time in 
each day as ever there was. Every subject has inherent 
value and can be taught in any equally rigorous way, 
for in all subjects we have the same imperatives but 
approach them from different perspectives. In a 
Science class integrity is as important as in a English 
class—validating data or assessing the behaviour 
of a character in a novel.  And in the liminal space 
between disciplines we are all striving for the same 
goal. Education is so much more than educating ‘for 
the economy of the future’. It is, fundamentally, a 
humanising process, it is about enabling us to become 
better humans.   

Sometimes we suffer from ‘short termism’, we are 
impatient if something doesn’t yield immediate 
results, we don’t see tangible value. In an unstable 
world, we come back to some fundamental ideas 
that are at the heart of transferability. Integrity for 
example, as we have seen with the banking royal 
commission, will never be made obsolete. And with 
the challenges of technology and the rise of artificial 
intelligence, an understanding of the importance 
of right action—that it is an end in itself—has never 
been more important.  

The current term of the Board of Trustees concludes 
this year and we thank them for all that they 
have done for our School, guided as always by a 
determination to see good progress at Girls Grammar.  

An excellent example is the commitment by the 
current Board to delivery of a new Science Learning 
Centre, that will be opened at the start of 2021.  
It will transform teaching and learning in Science 
in the way that the Cherrell Hirst Creative Learning 
Centre transformed the Creative Arts. 
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We are proud to announce that the P&F Association 
have provided a very significant, and the very first 
gift to our new building, committed as they are to 
helping us to provide the best possible facilities for 
the education of Grammar girls.  

Three of our Trustees will not be continuing into  
the new Board term, and so we thank and farewell 
Ms Ann Harrap who returned to us from an inspiring 
life of foreign diplomacy—most recently, as the 
High Commissioner to South Africa—as our Guest 
Speaker here on this stage in 2013. Perhaps fittingly, 
today she is unable to be with us as she is part of an 
Australian delegation to the Multinational Observer 
Group that is observing the conduct of the Fiji 
elections.  

Emeritus Professor Dr Mary Mahoney AO, Deputy 
Chair of the Board of Trustees, is a woman who, 
through her great intellect and formidable inner 
strength, humility and integrity, has brought wisdom, 
immeasurable experience and sharp insight—very 
often at just the very moment it is most required. 
Dr Mahoney’s presence can always be relied upon, 
she lives by example. We will miss you and we thank 
you Dr Mahoney for 12 years as Deputy Chair of the 
Board of Trustees.

And if our Deputy Chair, who as a Hirschfeld 
represents a constancy, a strong and steady keel that 
might be likened to the Queen Mary, it is to our 
own Elizabeth I that we now turn. Yes, with her red 
hair, youthful ascendancy to the throne, and the 
longevity of her reign, a few Royal analogies seemed 
unavoidable in this year of Harry and Meghan.

Ms Elizabeth Jameson was a Head Girl, the youngest 
person ever to have been appointed to the Board 
and has served 24 years on the Board of Trustees, 
an incredible six terms, with 12 years as our Chair. 
Ms Jameson has presided over some of the most 
significant developments and achievements in the 
School’s history. She has volunteered countless  
hours in the dedicated service of our School with  

a true understanding of the importance of 
service. Ms Jameson’s belief in girls’ education, 
excellence in education and the lifelong value of 
a broad liberal education has always been beyond 
question. With her wide range of interests and 
passions—combined with her personal qualities 
of steadfastness, and integrity—she is the 
personification of a Grammar girl.  

We thank her for the responsibility and great 
accountability she has held in her years as a 
Trustee and as Chair, and while we thank and 
farewell Ms Jameson today, we know that her 
association with our wonderful School is just 
changing form. We look forward—more than 
ever—to welcoming Ms Jameson to speak today. 
Most appropriately, she will be giving this year’s 
Occasional Address.

Here, today, we are recognising and celebrating 
academic achievement, sporting success, creative 
accomplishment—all are hard-won and proudly 
defended at Girls Grammar. 

And in this world where there is so much on 
offer for a subjectively ‘good’ life, I hope that 
our Year 12 girls, in particular, understand right 
action—in and of itself—has dignity and inherent 
value that renders to our lives–and within our 
School—a certain strength, peace and meaning. 
In our families and in our School, I hope we have 
equipped you to move beyond us—have set you  
up for a truly good life.  And now, it is up to you.

It has been an extraordinary year. I am deeply 
thankful to our Trustees for their stewardship, 
indebted to our staff for their sheer brilliance, 
grateful for the loyalty and support of our families 
and community and, as always, exceedingly proud 
of our girls.

Thank you.
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Head Girls’ Address  
Thursday 15 November 2018 
HARPER MCILROY (12W) AND ANNABEL RYAN (12E)

In their last formal address as Head Girls 2018, Harper McIlroy and 
Annabel Ryan addressed the School community at the Annual Speech 
Day and Distribution of Prizes 2018. 

Good afternoon Principal, Ms Euler; Chair of the 
Board of Trustees, Ms Elizabeth Jameson; esteemed 
members of the Board of Trustees; distinguished 
guests, family and friends of the School; staff and girls. 

We would like to start by extending a sincere thank 
you to our guest speaker, Ms Jameson, for delivering 
your truly moving Occasional Address today. To 
our Girls Grammar families and friends, we thank 
you for joining us on this special occasion. Speech 
Day is a time to celebrate the achievements of 
Grammar girls and ultimately, share the highlights 
and accomplishments that have made 2018 a year to 
remember. 

When we consider and reflect upon the year we have 
had, some of the first things that comes to mind are 
the amazing times we’ve had with friends and the 
memories and experiences that we have been so 
lucky to have created. Not only this, but we feel as 
though the class of 2018 really has made a difference 
to life here at Brisbane Girls Grammar School. We 
hope that we have created a positive, accepting and 
supportive atmosphere for each girl at this School so 
that she feels confident enough in herself to express 
her greatest curiosities and even share her very own 
wisdom.

While the awkward silence at the beginning of this 
year when we announced our motto, ‘Add your Slice’, 
was a little worrying, we soon realised that not only did 
the girls at this School need to grow into it, but so did 
we. In preparation for the School year, the Student 
Council had collaborated, discussed and envisioned 
what we wanted 2018 to mean to Girls Grammar and 
more importantly, what we wanted it to mean to each 
and every one of our girls as individuals. To establish 
the motto ‘Add your slice’, we delved into our 
strengths as a leadership team, where we discovered 
that we valued support, cohesion, compassion, love, 
recognition of achievements, realising our own 
potential and making a difference. So, as a Council 
we devised our three main themes for the year. P.I.E.: 
Pride, Individuality, Empowerment.

Although ‘PIE’ was a simple phrase, it did not mean 
that the challenge of making it meaningful was easy. 

At the beginning of the year, we decided that the 
greatest challenge that lay ahead of us was making 
our motto a reality in the School community. We 
wanted to ensure it was something that had meaning 
to every girl in our School as opposed to being just 
letters on a page. The PIE motto that we devised was 
characterised by three underlying goals, the first of 
which being ‘Pride’. We wanted girls to be not only 
proud of our School, but proud of each other, proud 
to be a Grammar girl and most importantly, proud to 
be themselves. ‘Individuality’ is the second theme that 
is represented in our motto. Although it is related 
closely to Pride, this theme was aimed at encouraging 
girls to embrace their talents. We wanted girls to 
try new things and not fear them, feel comfortable 
making mistakes and challenge themselves to 
recognise their true potential. ‘Empowerment’ was 
our final goal for 2018 and was possibly the most 
dominant theme in the trio because it encompassed 
the other two. We wanted girls to wake up in the 
morning feeling ready for the challenges that lay 
ahead, and have enough self-confidence to embrace 
them. 

With Blue Days, QGSSSA competitions, Interhouse 
events, ensemble performances, productions and 
service groups there is not a moment at BGGS where 
a girl is not showing off her unique talents and 
abilities and getting involved. This year we exercised 
the ‘Pride’ theme of our motto by having our very 
own twist on Blue Day, by celebrating the pride girls 
have for each other, themselves, our School and our 
diverse community. This day was incredibly special 
and we received a great response from girls and even 
the wider community for celebrating and recognising 
something so important. This year also marked the 
year of the re-introduction of pants into our School 
dress code, ensuring that girls can feel comfortable in 
their skin whether they choose to wear the pants or 
the skirt.

Open Day this year held particular significance in our 
quest to embrace change. The iconic blue and white 
balloons that traditionally lined the picket fence were 
replaced this year with eco-friendly bud lighting and 
blue ribbons, a change that was widely acknowledged 
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and embraced by the Girls Grammar community. 
In particular, the Year 12 students were determined 
to find an alternative substitute for the balloons, and 
as a collective we were proud to respectfully reform 
a long standing tradition in a way that demonstrated 
progressiveness and willingness to embrace change.  
I think we all agree that our School looked majestic 
and welcoming on the evening of Friday 3 August as  
we showcased our grounds, staff  
and exceptional students with pride.

But as we reflect on these events and how successful 
they have been, we realise that every initiative we 
have taken to achieve our goals would not have been 
possible without the endless support of our Principal, 
Ms Euler. Not only have you inspired us with your 
exceptional leadership, but you have listened to and 
carefully considered every idea that we have presented 
to you. In a leadership role as demanding as yours, Ms 
Euler, we cannot thank you enough, not only for your 
time, but your insights, compassion and kindness. 

To each and every teacher at Girls Grammar, on behalf 
of the School, Annabel and I would like to thank you—
not only for what you have done for us during our last 
five years, but what you are doing today that will shape 
the young women who will be standing in our position 
next year, in three years, and even 10 years’ time. You 
have each had the most incredible impact and played 
such a significant role in the lives of the girls of this 
School and we will never be able to thank you enough 
for everything that you have done for us this year. 
Thank you for sharing your knowledge, your passion 
and thank you for being you. You shape curious, 
thoughtful, and hard-working young women, so thank 
you for all that you do. 

Our time at the School is now ending, with both of us 
feeling confident within ourselves and extremely proud 
of all that we have achieved as a School community 
this year. Annabel and I are definitely nearing our ‘use 
by’ date, but we are extremely excited and completely 
thrilled to be passing our role to two exceptional 
and extremely deserving young women, Martina and 
Jessica. Girls, you are destined for the most incredible 
year ahead. We are so proud of you and are wishing you 
all the very best for 2019.

We also wish our lovely Year 12 friends the absolute 
best of luck for their lives ahead. This is a School that 
provides not only an education, but a framework for 

learning in all areas of life. Girls Grammar truly 
shapes inquisitive, determined and conscientious 
young women and we cannot thank the School 
enough for everything that it has given us. Girls 
Grammar really does give you so much, and it’s one 
of those gifts where you don’t entirely realise its 
significance until it’s nearly gone.

So girls, thank you for allowing us to create this 
unique environment that we are so lucky to go to 
School in, and thank you for all the memories and 
experiences and lessons you have taught us over our 
years. Thank you to every girl, to every teacher and 
member of staff, and to this School community for 
giving us one of the most special and memorable 
years of our life, for allowing us every opportunity to 
grow, to learn and to have fun, and most importantly 
for shaping us to be young women proud to walk  
out of our School gates tomorrow for the final time. 
We hope that as we leave, and throughout your 
futures, no matter where you are, and who you 
become, you will never forget to ‘Add your slice’.

In the words of Winston Churchill, ‘attitude is a little 
thing that makes a big difference’, and girls, if it had 
not been for your optimistic attitude, we would not 
have achieved as much as we have in 2018. You have 
embraced every idea we shared and it is your spirit 
that has made our days as schoolgirls so enjoyable. 
You are the foundation of the Girls Grammar 
community: the foundation that sparks the enigma 
surrounding Grammar girls, and the foundation 
that makes the School as a leader in exceptional 
scholarship. To our Year 12 graduating class of 2018, 
who next week will be ‘Old Girls’ and members of 
the community of Grammar Women, we thank you 
for your support, kindness and leadership through 
the year. It has been quite a journey for us, and 
an honour serving as your leaders this year. When 
you walk through the white gates in the morning, 
you have not only represented the generations of 
Grammar girls with pride, but have led a legacy by 
standing confidently and empowering others to excel. 
It is you who make our beautiful School a home to so 
many, and for this, we thank you. Girls, thank you for 
giving us the opportunity to serve you as Head Girls 
in 2018, we wish you the best throughout your School 
years to come. 

Thank you.  
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Valedictory Address 
Wednesday 14 November 2018 
DR BETHANY HOLT (2009) 
MEDICAL INTERN, ST VINCENT’S HOSPITAL, MELBOURNE 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND GRADUATE OF THE YEAR 2018

At the School’s Annual Valedictory Dinner, alumna, Dr Bethany Holt 
(2009), reflected on her time at the School and shared lessons that 
helped her find her strengths and begin a rewarding career in medicine.

Congratulations to the graduating Grammar girls  
of 2018!

Tomorrow you will finally accept that hard-earned 
High School Certificate and be unleashed upon the 
world. Nine years ago I shared that experience of 
new-found freedom. It was more amazing than  
I could have imagined.

Tonight is a chance to celebrate this special 
milestone. It is a chance to thank those who have 
supported you along the way. It is also a time to 
reflect on what is to come and what else you take  
with you when you walk out of Speech Day tomorrow. 

As a Grammar Woman, it is a privilege to give this 
address and to welcome you to a powerful sisterhood. 
Among us are eminent figures in almost every field, 
from Supreme Court judges, to artists and scientific 
researchers. We are leaders in business, journalism, 
technology and design. Some of us have launched 
charities, served in the Defence force, or become 
political ambassadors. Grammar Women are having 
an impact in their fields and communities here and 
across the world.

But what makes us special—and what makes all of 
you special—is not our achievements or profession 
or income. It is our character. It is the attitude and 
values that shape how we live our lives and how we 
treat all those who we encounter. 

Today I would like to share three things that I learned 
as a Grammar girl that have influenced my life and 
that I think reflect the spirit of our community. So 
here they are:

Be passionate, be of service, and be kind. 

1. Be passionate: do something you love,  
do it with pride, and do it well

Sitting before me, I know, are girls with interests in 
sport, creative pursuits and academia.

We all have had an opportunity to find something we 
are passionate about at Girls Grammar.

But it’s OK if you haven’t done so yet. Your world is 
about to be blown open with things to explore.

When I was in your shoes, I didn’t really know what  
I wanted to do. I knew I wanted to help people and 
that I loved Modern History with Ms Hennessey.  
I thought that I might want to study Medicine, and 
had a pretty good chance of getting in, but I didn’t 
really love Science—certainly not as much as I 
loved to read and write. I remember Mr Seaha, the 
School’s Director of Post-Secondary Planning at the 
time, saying to me ‘Bethany, do what you will enjoy. 
Why not an Arts degree?’. So that is what I did. 

In my first three years at The University of 
Queensland (UQ) I was absolutely captivated 
by international relations, human rights and 
development. I dabbled in economics, philosophy 
and psychology. I used a subject in ancient history as 
justification for a Contiki tour of the Greek Islands.  
I had no idea where this path would lead, but I was 
inspired by the passionate professors and barefoot 
tutors who spoke about social justice and advocated 
for people and the planet. 

While I did eventually find my way into medicine,  
I didn’t stop doing things I loved or keeping an open 
mind when it came to opportunities in front of me. 

This was exemplified by my Bachelor of Medicine, 
Bachelor of Surgery Honours project. While the 
norm was to focus on clinical medical research,  
I wanted to explore global health. Although I felt 
out of my league, I emailed UQ’s Professor of 
Global Health to express my interest. Fortunately 
she was excited by my enthusiasm, and set me up 
with a project on childhood malnutrition in the 
Solomon Islands. The project took me on two eye-
opening field trips where I worked with passionate 
people from the World Health Organization and 
Department of Health, and it remains one of 
the most interesting and challenging things I’ve 
done. It also launched a passion for health system 
strengthening, which I hope to pursue as I move 
forward in my career.

You may not know yet what you want to do with your 
life. If you think you do, please try to keep an open 
mind. I totally understand the security of having 
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a plan. But the best things may grow from a place 
you didn’t expect, or from an opportunity in your 
peripheral vision. 

I have no doubt that each and every one of you 
will discover something that you love. It might be 
physics, politics or the environment, coding or 
acting, cooking or water polo. Whatever it is, please 
do it.

Do it with passion, do it with pride and do it well. 
Resist the pull to do what others expect of you, or 
what is safe, or even what you happen to be good 
at. Diligently search for and then pursue whatever 
it is that makes you excited to leap out of bed. You 
will happier for it, you will attract a community 
that shares your values and you might even make a 
greater difference in the world.

2. Be of service: look for ways to help 
others and make a positive impact in the 
community

We Grammar Women are immeasurably lucky. 
We live in Australia with families who value our 
education and were able to provide it. We have all 
been surrounded by people who believe in us and 
have invested in our potential to take charge of our 
future.

Understanding this, that you are here in part from 
your own hard work, but also because of the lottery 
of your birth, is humbling. If you have gone out into 
the world and seen others who were not so lucky, 
like I did on my Girls Grammar Antipodeans trip to 
Tanzania, you will feel more humbled still.

I will never forget having lunch with the women in 
a small village at the base of Mt Meru in a one-room 
house with immaculately swept dirt floors. They had 
so little, but they were generous and proud.

That experience really crystallised the values that 
I had already absorbed from my family and from 
this School. It reinforced a commitment to use my 
abilities to help others, especially the vulnerable. 

That belief is what drove me Timor-Leste as a 
medical student, where I organised fundraising 
and student placements. It motivates my continued 
involvement with a health Non-Government 
Organisation (NGO) there, Maluk Timor. In a 
country just over five hours from Brisbane, people 
die every day of preventable conditions, such as 
diarrhoea and malnutrition. Often, women and 
children are the ones most affected. 

Last Tuesday, I was in Dili, supporting Maluk’s 
planning, nurse training and nutrition programs. 
Bit by bit, we are trying to strengthen the 
health system so that it can deliver quality care 
to Timorese people. The next day, I was back 
in Melbourne, treating children at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, one of the best children’s 
hospitals in the world. 

 The inequity is inconceivable. But it drives me to 
continue to learn and develop skills that will help me 
to make a positive, lasting difference to communities 
like those in Timor-Leste. 

I know all of you dedicated yourselves to community 
service in Year 10, and many of you have gone further 
through House fundraising, Ecumenical Coffee 
Brigade and the Buddy Reading Program. You’ve 
probably felt those buzzy endorphins that come from 
doing something good for someone else. They are 
fantastic motivators.

But if you are like me, and I know many of you are, 
then seeing other human beings living in poverty, 
disenfranchised and disempowered, suffering 
needlessly because of bad luck or exploitation or 
misunderstanding, also makes you a little bit angry. 
And that is good.

You are angry because it is not fair. Never lose sight 
of that fact. It is that sense of social justice that 
motivates us as Grammar Women to help others.  
We don’t do it for ourselves, for appearances or 
because we feel guilty. We do it simply because it is 
the right thing to do and we have the power to do 
something about it.

You don’t need to fly to Timor or Tanzania to 
see disadvantage. Many of our remote Aboriginal 
communities suffer, astonishingly, from many of 
the same diseases as those in Timor-Leste. And you 
definitely do not need to be a doctor to help people. 
The vast majority of time I’ve spent helping others 
has been as a university student with some spare time, 
a bit of creativity and a lot of energy. It’s often simple 
things that make a difference. 

Getting involved with UQ’s global health group, 
Towards International Medical Enquiry (TIME), 
gave me many opportunities to make a positive 
impact. I worked with incredible students from across 
Australia to run fundraising, education, volunteering 
and advocacy projects on issues that we felt were 
important to society like climate change, refugee and 
asylum seeker health, and sexual and reproductive 
rights. This exposed me to the broad and exciting 
scope of global health work, shaped me as a leader 
and enabled me to give back to the community.

What fits for you won’t be the same for me, or your 
older siblings or your friends. But you shouldn’t wait 
until you have a degree or a job or ‘know more’. You 
cannot underestimate how powerful you already are.

Here at Girls Grammar, you have been given the tools 
to think critically and creatively, find answers that you 
don’t already know, and develop a strong argument. 
You know how to manage your time, set goals and 
work collaboratively with others. 

Whatever you do, I urge you to draw on these gifts 
to be of service, help others and make a positive 
difference to your community and those less 
fortunate.
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3. Be kind: look after yourself, look after 
each other and look after your family

You are going to be challenged in this next phase 
of your life. The adjustment to university and the 
workforce is hard. On the one hand, the possibilities 
ahead are overwhelming and on the other, you can 
sometimes feel trapped. You won’t be able to do 
everything you wanted and you won’t always know 
what to do next. It’s a huge shift, and it’s very easy  
to become anxious, confused or disheartened. 

I really struggled with anxiety during university, 
especially at the beginning of Arts and Medicine.  
I was learning things I found fascinating, but I hated 
change and uncertainty. I never quite met my own 
expectations and doubted my choices. I knew other 
people were doing it so much tougher, but that only 
made me feel worse.

My good friends and family were of invaluable 
support through these times. As one of my aunties 
always tells me, ‘you cannot give from an empty 
vessel’. I can’t reiterate this enough: look after 
yourselves first. 

Find the time to do things that nourish and relax 
you, and spend time with people who love you and 
who make you feel good.

But sometimes, that’s not enough. In my third year 
of medicine, I was burnt out. There was pressure to 
push through that final year, but I knew I needed a 
break, so I took a year off. It was not an easy thing 
to do. But it allowed me the headspace to consider 
what was really important to me and reinvest in my 
relationships. It is so important that you recognise 
when you have reached a limit, ask for help and do 
what is right for you to repair. 

I also discovered mindfulness practice during 
my year off and it was transformative. It gave me 
the tools I needed to adjust my mindset, quieten 
the voice of doubt in my head and be responsive, 
rather than reactive, to challenges around me. If 
you’re interested in exploring this, I recommend 
downloading the HeadSpace App. It seems so small, 
but can really change your life.

Secondly, you have to look after each other. Good 
friends, especially girlfriends, are invaluable. Behind 
every great woman is a bunch of other great women. 
So while it is not always easy, give time to your true 
friends—the ones that will back you up and build you 
up in tough times.

I learned that fierce loyalty through Girls Grammar 
Cross Country. Nothing really creates a bond like 
throwing up together, after finishing a race in 30 
degree heat! After all these years, I have held onto 
very special friendships with girls I met at School, not 
just in my group, but through camp or chemistry or 
sport. They have been absolutely there for me in times 
of need. Those friends you’ve made here are special 
and it will take love and investment to last through 
this transition period.

Finally, I hope you will look after your family. One 
of the things that unites us is that we are someone’s 
daughter, sister, cousin, niece, or granddaughter. And 
one day, we may be a mother, aunty or grandmother 
ourselves. I believe that this is one of the most 
important jobs of all. No family is perfect, but in the 
years that come, do not let little things get in the way 
of what matters.

Treasure your loved ones—not just on big occasions, 
but also in the small, quiet moments. It is these 
moments that stitch together to make a lifetime, and 
they pass by quickly. Find ways to express love and 
gratitude to your family whenever you can. I promise 
that not a single instance will pass when you regret 
such a gesture—but you might certainly regret their 
absence. 

I know this has been a lot to take in. You’re probably 
all bursting with excitement, and eager for this day 
to be over so you can head out those gates and move 
one step closer to the next chapter of your life.

If you do take away one thing from today, it’s that I 
ask you not to wish for time to speed up. All too soon, 
Girls Grammar will be just a blip on the radar of your 
life. You will miss the things that might now seem 
so ordinary—even something as simple as sitting in 
a room surrounded by this many amazing women.
Although actually that’s not ordinary at all—it’s quite 
special. And it may not be something you encounter 
again in your life.

So take a moment to soak it in. Look around. Feel the 
energy, and the sheer force of potential of everyone 
in this auditorium. These women, this place, these 
teachers have shaped you into who you are today.  
It has laid the foundation for the woman are and the 
woman you have yet to become. Embed this feeling 
into your very core and let it propel you forward into 
your future. But in looking ahead, don’t ever lose 
sight of where you came from. You will always be a 
Grammar girl—and what a privilege that is indeed. 
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