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Prayer
The Purpose Of Prayer

INTRODUCTION

1. InAugust 2005, Newsweek and Beliefnet asked 1,004 Americans what they believe and how
they practice their faith

2. Oneof the questionswas this. What do you think isthe most important purpose of prayer?

3. Herearetheir responses...

To seek God' s guidance (27%)

To thank God (23%)

To be closeto God or the divine (19%)
To help others (13%)

To improve a person'slife (9%)

Other (4%)

Don't know (5%)

@ ~p 0o

[What is the purpose of prayer? As the answers above suggest, there are many reasonsto pray. One
way to remember “ The Purpose Of Prayer” iswith the acronym ACTS, where“A” standsfor...]

|. ADORATION

A. EXPRESSING ADORATION...
1. God iscertainly worthy of our praise, our adoration
2. Whilewe can praise God in song, we can aso praise God in prayer

B. EXAMPLES OF ADORATION IN PRAYER...
1. When Paul prayed for the Ephesians, he took timeto praise God - Ep 3:14-21
2. David provides an example of offering adoration and praise- 1 Chr 29:10-13

[Expressing ador ation was not one of the responses in the aforementioned survey, but it is certainly an
important purpose of prayer. Continuing with our acronym ACTS, “C” standsfor...]

I[I. CONFESSION

A. CONFESSING OUR SINS...
1. Thereismercy to befound in confessng onessins- Pro 28:13
2. The Chrigian enjoys cleansing of sin by the blood of Jesus-1 Jn 1:7-10

B. EXAMPLESOF CONFESSING SINS...
1. Jesus provided an example in the parable of the Pharisee and the publican - Lk 18:10-14
2. Agan, David provides an example with his confesson of 9n - Psa 51:1-13

Prayer - A Special Study 3



Mark A. Copeland

[Obtaining forgiveness by confessing snsis ablessng now enjoyed only through Chrigt (Jn 14:6).
Once we have put on Chrig (cf. Ga 3:27), prayer is crucid to remaining forgiven. “T” standsfor...]

. THANKSGIVING

A. OFFERING THANKSGIVING...
1. Being thankful is emphasized repestedly in exhortationsto pray - Ep 5:20; Co4:2; 1 Th
5:17-18
2. Theantidote to anxiety isto pray for everything, with thanksgiving - Ph 4:6

B. EXAMPLES OF OFFERING THANKSGIVING...
1. Chrig set an example of thanksgiving - Mt 11:25; 26:27; Jn 6:11; 11:41
2. Danid had the custom to thank God three times aday - Dan 6:10

[We cannot discount the importance of thanksgiving in our prayers. Especidly if we expect God to
answer us as we make requests for future blessings. Thisleadsto thefind letter, where“ S’ isfor...]

V. SUPPLICATION

A. MAKING SUPPLICATION...
1. Weare encouraged to let our requests be known to God - Ph 4:6
2. We are commanded to make supplicationsfor dl men-1Ti 2:1-2

B. EXAMPLES OF MAKING SUPPLICATION...
1. “Red widows’ are known for their supplicationsnight and day - 1 Ti 5:5
2. Solomon made supplication at dedication of the temple - 1 Kin 8:28-29
3. Jesus made supplication as He was crucified; Stephen aso, as he was being stoned - Lk
23:34; Ac 7:59-60

CONCLUSION

1. Withthead of asmple acronym (ACTS), we should never forget “ The Purpose Of Prayer” ...
a. Adoration
b. Confesson
C. Thanksgiving
d. Supplication

2. Itisgood to understand prayer’s pur pose, but do we also...
a. Appreciate the power of prayer?
b. Evenhavetheprivilege of prayer?
¢. Undergtand the principles of prayer?
d. Manifest the persistence of prayer?
e. Engageinthepractice of prayer?

Succeeding lessonsin this series will endeavor to ensure that we do...!
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Prayer
The Power Of Prayer

INTRODUCTION

1. Jesusanticipated that people would become dack in their prayers...
a. Tédling the parable of the persstent widow, that people might dways pray - Lk 18:1-7
b. Wondering if He would find faith on earth (i.e,, people praying) when Hereturned - Lk 18:8

2. Paul frequently exhorted Chrigtians to be diligent in their prayers...
a. “praying dwayswith al prayer and supplication...” - Ep 6:18
b. “Continue earnedtly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” - Co 4:2
c. “Pray without ceesng” - 1 Th 5:17

[If we have become dack in our prayers, might that be an indication that we do not appreciate “ The
Power Of Prayer” ? Have we forgotten what a privilegeit isto pray? Consder then, some...]

. EXAMPLESOF THE POWER OF PRAYER

A. THERE ISFORGIVENESS FROM GOD...
1. The Chrigtian can find forgiveness through the blood of Christ -1 Jn 1:7-10
2. Thustheerring Chrigtian istold to repent and pray - Ac 8:22
-- Don’t you want the assurance of knowing that your sinsare forgiven?

B. THERE ISPEACE FROM GOD...
1. Theantidote to anxiety isto pray - Ph 4.6
2. The Chrigian will find their hearts and minds guarded by the peace of God - Ph 4:7
-- Don'’t you want the peace of mind and heart that surpasses under standing?

C. THEREISSTRENGTH FROM GOD...
1. Paul prayed that the Ephesians might be strengthened in the inner man - Ep 3:14-16,20
2. When we need to be strong, Chrigtians can likewise pray for themselved!
-- Don’t you want the power that isbeyond our comprehension?

D. THERE ISOPPORTUNITY FROM GOD...
1. Paul redized that God provided him opportunity to teach others-1 Co 3:5 (NASB)
2. Heknew that the Lord often opened doors for such opportunities- 1 Co 16:9; 2 Co 2:12
3. Hetherefore requested prayer that such opportunities would continue - Co 4:3
-- Don’t you want the Lord to give you opportunity to lead othersto Christ?

E. THERE ISBOLDNESSFROM GOD...
1. When the apostles needed boldness, they prayed and God ddlivered - Ac 4:23-31
2. When Paul needed boldness, he asked for prayersin his behaf - Ep 6:19-20
-- Don’t you want boldness when you speak to othersabout Christ?
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F. THEREISWISDOM FROM GOD...
1. Wisdomisnot knowledge, but insght that makes the best use of the knowledge one has
2. The Chridian is promised wisdom through prayer without doubt - Ja 1:5-8
-- Don’t you want the wisdom that comes from above?

G. THERE ISHEALING FROM GOD...
1. Thosewho are sick should ask eldersto pray for them - Ja 5:14-15
2. Those who have sinned should confess, and we should pray for one another - Ja 5:16
-- Don’t you want the aid of God whenever in need of physical or spiritual healing?

H. THERE ISTRANQUILITY FROM GOD...
1. The Scriptures proclam God has ultimate control over the nations - Dan 4:17; Ro 13:1-7
2. Thuswe are commanded to pray for our rulers, that we may lead a quiet (tranquil, ASV)
and peacegblelife-1Ti 2:1-4
-- Don’t you want to livein peace and tranquility, and for othersto aswell?

CONCLUSION

1. Thepower of prayer can indeed be ablessing...
a. Totheonewho praysinfath
b. For those for whom prayers are offered

2. Thereishelp in time of need from God...
a. We have awonderful High Priest who understands our problems - He 4:14-15
b. Thuswe can at anytime approach God boldly in prayer, to obtain mercy and find grace to
help intime of need - He 4:16
-- Don’t you want mercy and grace whenever needed, for yourself and for others?

3. Indeed, the effective fervent prayer of arighteous man (cf. Ja 5:16)...
a “avalsmuch’ (NKJV)
b. “can accomplish much (NASB)
c. “hasgrea power” (ESV)
d. “ispowerful and effective’ (NIV)
-- If such istrue of onerighteous man, how about the prayers of many righteous?

4. Do webdievein the power of prayer...?
a. Thenlet uspray dways
b. Let uscontinue earnedtly in prayer
-- Yes, let us”pray without ceasing” (1 Th 5:17)!

But not dl have the privilege of “ The Power Of Prayer” . Inour next sudy, we will seewhy...
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Prayer
The Privilege Of Prayer

INTRODUCTION

1. In“The Power Of Prayer” we saw where prayer can provide...

a

b.
C.
d.

ForgivenessfromGod e Boldnessfrom God

Peace from God f.  Opportunity from God
Strength from God g. Healing from God
Wisdom from God h. Tranquility from God

2. Yet“ThePrivilege Of Prayer” isnot avalableto dl who pray; for some...

a
b.
C.
d.

Their prayers will be an abomination to God
Their prayerswill fal on desf ears

Their prayers will be hindered

Thelr prayerswill not be answered favorably

[We might be praying people, even pray fervently; but do we have theright to pray, to expect God to
heed us when we pray? Take note...]

l. FORWHOM PRAYERISNOT A PRIVILEGE

A.

THOSE WHO WILL NOT HEED GOD’'SWORD...

1. Thosewho turn their ears from the law, their prayers are an abomination - Pro 28:9
2 Suchisthe case of those who will not endure sound doctrine - cf. 2 Ti 4:3-4

- If wewill not listen to God, why should Helisten to us?

THOSE WHOSE SINS SEPARATE THEM FROM GOD...

1. Sinscan separate one from God so He will not hear - 1 sa 59:1-2

2. Suchisthe condition of those who will not seek God' s forgiveness - Ro 6:23

- If wergect God’sforgiveness of sins, can we expect Him to listen to us?

THOSE WHO FAIL TO TREAT OTHERSJUSTLY ...

1. Who fal to consder the poor - Psa 41:1-3

2. Whofall to treat their wives asthey should - Mal 2:13-14; 1 Pe 3.7

3. Who fal to make things right with those they have offended - Mt 5:23-24

3. Whofail to forgive those who sinned againg them - Mt 18:21-35

-- If wewill not treat othersjustly, how can we hopeto receive God’'s mercy?

. THOSE WHO PRAY WITHOUT FAITH...

1. Without faith it isimpossble to please God - He 11:6
2. Asking with doubt in our hearts ensures failure - Ja 1:5-8
-- If wedoubt God'’s existence and ability to provide, why should God answer us?
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[Thus“The Privilege Of Prayer” isnot extended to everyone. It isablessng gracioudy bestowed
on those whose hearts are in a proper condition. Consider, then...]

II. FOR WHOM PRAYER ISA PRIVILEGE

A. THE SINNER SEEKING TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS...
1. Thiswe learn from the example of Cornelius
a. Hewasagood man, but ill in need of sdlvation - Ac 10:1-2; cf. 11:14
b. Hisprayersand dms had been noticed by God - Ac 10:4,31
c. ThusGod saw to it that he had an opportunity to hear the words whereby he could be
saved (i.e, the gospe of Christ) - Ac 11:14
2. Notewsdll: hewasnot saved by praying per se!
a. He needed to hear “words’ by which hewould saved - Ac 11:14
b. I.e. thegospd of Christ, which is God's power to salvation - Ro 1:16
c. Jud asSaul of Tarsuswas dill in hisans, despite praying - ¢f. Ac 9:11; 22:16
3. Ye God heard the prayer of asinner like Corndlius
a.  Who was hungering and thirsting for righteousness - cf. Mt 5:6
b. Who was asking, seeking, knocking - cf. Mt 7:7-8
c. Providing an opportunity to one day hear and obey the gospd of Christ
-- For asinner seeking truth and righteousness, such prayerswill be heard!

B. THE CHRISTIANWITH JESUSASTHEIR HIGH PRIEST...

1. Jesus has become our High Priest
a. Heisnow amerciful and faithful high priest, ableto ad His brethren - He 2:17-18
b. Making it possble to approach God' s throne boldly - He 4:14-16
c. Ableto saveto the uttermogt, Snce He ever livesto intercede - He 7:25

2. Jesus has now become our Advocate and M ediator
a. Our advocate with the Father - 1 Jn 2:1
b. The one mediator between God and man-1Ti 2.5
c. Who makesintercesson for us at the right hand of God - Ro 8:34

-- Such isthe blessing of those who have put on Christ in baptism and become
children of God through faith (cf. Ga 3:26-27)

CONCLUSION

1. Theearsof theLord are open to the prayer of therighteous... - 1 Pe 3:12
a.  We mug submit to the righteousness of God offering in Chrigt - cf. Ro 10:1-4
b. l.e, wemust respond to the gospel of Christ - cf. Ro 1:16-17

2. If wededre“ThePrivilege Of Prayer” , then we must be ether...
a. A fathful child of God through obedience to Jesus Christ
b. Andgnner with agood and noble heart, seeking after truth and righteousness

The sinner hungering and thirging for righteousness will befilled; how much more the child of God
when he or she experiences” The Privilege Of Prayer” indl itsfulness...!
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Prayer
The Principles Of Prayer

INTRODUCTION

1. In“ThePrivilege Of Prayer” we saw that few truly benefited from prayer...
a. Children of God, who became such through obedience to Jesus Christ
b. Sinnersseeking after truth and righteousness, who will be heard in that God will provide
them opportunity to hear and obey the truth

2. Thefull benefit of prayer comesonly as“ The Principles Of Prayer” are observed...
a. Principleslaid down by Jesus and His inspired gpostles
b. Principlestha determine the fina outcome of our prayers

[What are“ The Principles Of Prayer” that must govern our praying? First of dl...]

. WE MUST PRAY IN FAITH

A. PRAYER REQUIRESFAITH...
1. “Andadl things, whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive” - Mt 21:22
2. Otherwise, prayer will not be answered - cf. Ja 1:5-8

B. FAITH IN GOD...
1. That Heis, andisarewarder of those who diligently seek Him-He 11:6
2. Such faith comes from the Word of God - Ro 10:17

[With the aid of His Word, we can have the kind of faith that pleases God, and ensures an answer to
our prayers.)

. WE MUST PRAY WITH HUMILITY

A. HUMILITY BEFORE GOD...
1. A virtue highly vaued by God - I sa 57:15; 66:1-2
2. Thelordisnear, and saves those with contrite spirits - Psa 34:18
3. Hegivesgrace to the humble - Pro 3:34

B. HUMILITY IN PRAYER...
1. Exemplified in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector - Lk 18:9-14
2. Humility leedsto exdtation by God - Lk 18:14; Ja 4:10
[With faith and humility before God, we are prepared to pray with the proper disposition...]

[T.WE MUST PRAY INHARMONY WITH GOD’SWILL
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A. GOD’'SWILL AND OUR PRAYERS...
1. Prayersare answered favorably if we ask “according to Hiswill” -1 Jn 5:14
2. Prayers more concerned with our will than God's are turned down - Ja 4.3

B. HISWILL BE DONE...
1. So Jesustaught usto pray - Mt 6:9-10
2. S0 He prayed in the garden at Gethsemane - Lk 22:42
3. Such praying made easer when our will isto do God swill - cf. Jn 4:34
[With faith in God and humility toward Him, we will gladly yield to Hiswill for us. Note aso...]

IV.WE MUST PRAY WITH THANKSGIVING

A. PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING...
1. “giving thanks dwaysfor dl thingsto God” - Ep 5:20
2. “ineverything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving” - Ph 4:6
3. “..prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” - Co 4.2
4. *“pray without ceasng, in everything give thanks’ -1 Th 5:17-18

B. THE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE...
1. God's people were always to be thankful - Psa 100:4; Co 3:15
2. Ingratitude an indication of apostasy - Ro 1:21; 2 Ti 3:2

[Do we serioudy think God will help us with our present burdens if dont take the time to thank Him
for past blessings? Findly, another principle of prayer isthat...]

V. WE MUST PRAY IN THE NAME OF JESUS

A. PRAYING IN THE NAME OF JESUS...
1. Taught by Jesus Himsdf to Hisdisciples- Jn 14:13-14; 16:23
2. Commanded by Paul to the Chrigtians at Ephesus - Ep 5:20

B. THE NAME OF JESUSAND PRAYER...
1. Meansmorethan smply adding “in Jesus name’ a the end of our prayers
2. We acknowledge Jesus as the only way by which we can approach God - Jn 14:6
3. Werecognize Him as our “high priest” who intercedes for us- He 7:24-25; Jn 14:13

CONCLUSION

1. Insummary, “ The Principles Of Prayer” we have examined are these...
a Wemud pray in faith
b. Wemug pray with humility
c. Wemus pray in harmony with the will of God
d. Wemus pray with thanksgiving
e. Wemug pray in the name of Jesus
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2. We cannot overestimate the value of the Word of God in regardsto these principles...

a

b
C.
d.
e. Theimportance of having Jesus as our High Priest isrevealed in the Word of God

Faith comes from the Word of God

. Humility islearned by reading the Word of God

Knowing the will of God isimpaossible without the Word of God
Thanksgiving is made eeser when we read of our blessngsin the Word of God

With the Word of God to guide and aid usin observing “ The Principles Of Prayer” , we are better
equipped to make prayer atruly meaningful and beneficid experiencein our lives. But thereisyet
another principle of prayer (persistence) to which we shdl give consderation in our next study...

Prayer - A Special Study 1
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Prayer
The Persistence Of Prayer

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour study on “The Principles Of Prayer” , we surveyed severa essentid principles...
a. Wemud pray infaith d. Wemus pray with thanksgiving
b. Wemud pray with humility e, Wemust pray in the name of Jesus
c. Wemus pray in harmony
with the will of God

2. Thereisanother principle of prayer worthy of careful consideration...
a. Wemud pray with persistence
b. A principle of prayer that was very important to Jesus

[Theimportance of “ The Persistence Of Prayer” can be gleaned from the attention given to it in the
Scriptures. Notefirgt of dl...]

|. TEACHINGSOF PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER

A. THE PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT FRIEND...

Told in connection with arequest for teaching on prayer - Lk 11:1

Following ingruction providing amode for prayer - Lk 11:2-4

The parable itsdlf, easy enough to understand - Lk 11:5-8

Followed with an emphasis on being persstent in asking, seeking, knocking - Lk 11:9-10
Note how persistenceis connected to lear ning how to pray!

B. THE PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT WIDOW...

Told that men aways ought to pray and not lose heart - Lk 18:1

The parable itsdlf, illugtrating the value of persstent requests - Lk 18:2-5

Adding that God will certainly heed His chosen who cry out day and night - Lk 18:6-8a
Followed by concern for whether such faith will be found when He returns - Lk 18:8b
Note how persistenceisrelated to having faith in the Lord!

C. THE TEACHING OF PAUL...

1.
2.

3.
4.

“... continuing steadfastly in prayer” - Ro 12:12

“praying dways with al prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with
al perseverance and supplication for dl the saints’ - Ep 6:18

“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;” - Co 4:2

“pray without ceasing” -1 Th 5:17

Note how often persistence in mentioned in exhortationsto pray!

[Persistence in prayer must be very important to be stressed so often. Y et we find more than smply
teaching on persastence, we dso find...]
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II. EXAMPLES OF PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER

A. JESUSIN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE...
1. When deeply distressed over Hisimpending suffering - Mt 26:36-39
2. While His closest disciples dept, he prayed three times - Mt 26:40-44
3. Inwhich He received the necessary help to face what lay ahead - Mt 26:45-47
a. Strengthened by an angd; cf. Lk 22:41-44
b. Heard by God, though His actua request was not answered - cf. He 5:7
-- If the Son of God needed persistencein prayer, do not we?

B. PAUL AND HISTHORN IN THE FLESH...
1. Paul endured the infirmity of persecution - 2 Co 11:30-33; 12:7,10; cf. Judg 2:3
2. Heprayed three times that it might be removed - 2 Co 12:8
3. Itwasnot, but the Lord provided what he needed
a. Sufficient grace and the strength of Christ to endure-2 Co 12:9
b. Enadling him to even take pleasure in hisinfirmities-2 Co 12:10
-- If theapostle of Christ needed persistencein prayer, do not we?

C. THE PRAYERSOF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS...
1. The church in Jerusdem continued steadfastly in prayer - Ac 2:42
2. When Peter was imprisoned, congtant prayer was offered for him - Ac 12:5,12
3. Epaphras|abored fervently in prayer for his brethren at Colosse- Co 4:12
4. Widows were assumed to be devoted to prayer - 1 Ti 5:5 (like Anng, cf. Lk 2:36-37)
-- If theearly church needed persistencein prayer, do not we?

CONCLUSION

1. With such examples and teaching on persstencein prayer...
a. Theimportance of persistence cannot be overemphasi zed
b. Persgencein generd (keep praying!); perastencein particular (don’t ask just once!)

2. Notewsdl: persistence does not ensure God answerswe may desire...
a. Jesusdill had to drink the cup of suffering by going to the cross
b. Paul dill had to bear histhorn in the flesh by enduring persecution for Christ

3. Yet peragencein prayer iskey to receiving answer swe need...
a. Grace and mercy to helpin time of need
b. Strength to endure whatever it iswe must face

And so, through persistencein prayer, let us*ask, seek, knock” (cf. Mt 7:7-8), until God provides
the answer to our prayers, giving whatever He gracioudy determines we redly need...!
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Prayer
The Practice Of Prayer - |

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour study on prayer, we have examined...

a
b.
C.

The purpose of prayer d. Theprinciplesof prayer
The power of prayer e. Thepersstence of prayer
The privilege of prayer

2. Hopefully this study hasincreased our desireto pray...

a
b.

To pray more fervently, with more consstency
To benefit from al that prayer hasto offer

3. To encourage us even moreto pray, let’slook closer a “ The Practice Of Prayer” ...

a
b.

How should we pray? c.  With whom should we pray?
When should we pray? d. For what should we pray?

[Evenif we have been praying al our lives, it never hurtsto ask “ L ord, teach usto pray...”]

l. HOW TO PRAY

A.

THE MODEL PRAYER...
1. Jesuswas asked by Hisdiscipleshow to pray - Lk 11:1
a. They had just witnessed Jesus praying
b. They knew John the Baptist had taught his disciplesto pray
c. Whilethey had prayed as Jews, they recognized a need to learn more
2. Inresponse, Jesus offered amode, aguide for learning to pray - Lk 11:2-4
a. Commonly cdled“TheLord sPrayer”, dso foundin Mt 6:9-13
b. It wasintended to serve asa model (“In thismanner...”) - Mt 6:9
-- TheLord sprayer servesasan example of how to pray, not aliturgical exercise

THE PROPER PRAYER...
1. Addresses God the Father (“Our Father in heaven™) - Mt 6:9
2. Expressesreverence toward God (“Hallowed be Your Name’) - Mt 6:9
3. Includes supplication for such things as.
a. God'spurposes (* Your kingdom come. Your will bedoneon earth asitisin
heaven.”) - Mt 6:10
Our physicd needs (* Give usthisday our daily bread.”) - Mt 6:11
Our spiritual needs (“And forgive usour debts...”) - Mt 6:12
The spiritual needs of others (*...aswe forgive our debtors.”) - Mt 6:12
Guidance and help in our struggle againgt sin and Satan (“ And do not lead usinto
temptation, but deliver usfrom theevil one.”) - Mt 6:13
4. PraisesGod (“For Yoursisthe kingdom and the power and the glory forever.

oPopoT
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Amen.”) - Mt 6:13

In teaching on prayer, Jesus stressed the importance of:

a  Smplicity in prayers- Mt 6:7-8

b. Forgiving others- Mt 6:14-15

c. Pessgenceinprayers-Lk 12:5-10

MemorizetheLord sprayer and it can serveto remind you how to pray

[Another common concernin “ The Practice Of Prayer” is...]

II. WHEN TO PRAY

A. SCHEDULED PRAYERS...

1.
2.

Having set times to pray can help develop a habit of prayer

Consder the practice of two great men of God

a. David, whom God described as “aman after My own heart” - Psa 55:17

b. Daniel, whom the angel of God described as “ O man greetly beloved” - Dan 6:10
They made it ahabit to pray at set times during the day

a Itwould not hurt to imitate them

b. Praying threetimesdaly: morning, noon, and evening

At thevery least, make time each day to spend time in prayer

B. SPONTANEOUSPRAYERS...

o wbdpE

Prayers should not be limited to set times

Jesus spent dl night in prayer before selecting His gpostles- Lk 6:12-13
Paul and Silas prayed when faced with trying circumstances - Ac 16:25
Nehemiah prayed slently on the spur of the moment - Neh 2:4-5

The Isradlites prayed to God in the heet of battle- 1 Chr 5:20

We should pray whenever and however the occasion callsfor it

C. PRAY WITHOUT CEASING...

1.
2.
3.

The god isto “pray without ceesing” -1 Th 5:17

Having scheduled timesto pray will develop experiencein prayer

Praying spontaneoudly will develop a digpostion to pray in every circumstance
Together, they help usreach the goal of praying without ceasing

CONCLUSION

1. Inregardsto“The Practice Of Prayer” , we have considered...
a. Howto pray, withthe ad of the Lord's prayer
b. When to pray, suggesting both set times and spontaneous prayers

2. Aswe deveop both the experience and disposition to pray, we should also consider...
a. With whom to pray, done or with others
b. For what to pray, besdeswhat has aready been suggested

Thiswewill do in the second part of our sudy on “ The Practice Of Prayer” ...

Prayer - A Special Study
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Prayer
The Practice Of Prayer - ||

INTRODUCTION

1. Inpatoneof “ThePractice Of Prayer” , we considered...
a. Howto pray, with thead of the Lord' s prayer
b. When to pray, suggesting both set times and spontaneous prayers

2. Inpattwo of “The Practice Of Prayer” , we shal now consder...
a.  With whom to pray, done or with others?
b. For what to pray, besdes what has already been suggested

[Again we turn to Jesus the master teacher, especially with regards to prayer, as we consder...]

1.WITH WHOM TO PRAY

A. PRAYING ALONE...

1
2.

Jesus encouraged the practice of praying in secret - Mt 6:5-6

Private prayer cultivates our spiritual nature through regular exercise

a. “Prayer isthe spiritud gymnasium in which we exercise and practice godliness” - V. L.
Crawford

b. “..Prayer iseducaive. The man who prays grows, and the muscles of the soul swell
from this whipcord to iron bands.” - Frederick B. M eyer

c. Theopposteisasotrue: “Seven dayswithout prayer makes one weak.” - Allan E.
Bartlette

Private prayer forms a close union and fellowship with our Heavenly Fether

a. Itisjud youand Him

b. Time spent together strengthens the bond of fellowship

Private prayer isatrue test of your sncerity and devotion

a. You cetanly are not doing it to please men (they cannot see you)

b. You can't betrying to fasdy impress God (He will see right through you)

Private prayer will be rewarded “openly” - Mt 6:6

a. Theanswersto our prayer will be seen by others

b. Both here and in the heresfter

Private prayer should bea priority in the practice of praying

B. PRAYING WITH OTHERS...

1.

2.

Jesus aso spoke of praying with others- Mt 18:19-20

a. Where the requests of two or three are answered by our Father in heaven

b. For inther midg is Jesus Himsdlf, who aso intercedes for them - cf. Ro 8:34
Early Christians prayed together often...

a. Intimesof trouble- Ac 4:23-24; 12:5,12; 16:25

b. Intimesof departure - Ac 20:36; 21:5
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Immediate blessings when God' s people pray together

a. A sweanessof felowship

b. A senseof strength

Praying with others should be done whenever possible

[Inthe“Lord s Prayer” (Mt 6:9-14) we find what sort of things we should pray about. Hsewherein
the Scriptures, we find there are many things for which we can pray as we consder...]

V. FOR WHAT TO PRAY

A. ASREVEALED IN SCRIPTURE...

1.

Self

a. For physcd daly needs- Mt 6:11

b. For persona growth in Christ-likeness and devotion to God - Co 1:9-12
Family

a. For spouse, children, parents, sihlings, etc.

b. For thar nurture and growth in the teaching of the Lord - Ep 6:4
Community

a. For peaceto prevall

b. Eg.,Jer 29:7

Church

a. For love and unity to prevail - Jn 13:35; 17:20-21

b. For the spiritua growth of each member - Ph 1:9-11

c. For the gospel to have free course-2 Th 3:1

Nation

a. For national repentance and consciousness of who God is- Psa 33:12; Pro 14:34
b. Forleaderstorulewisdy -1Ti 2:2

Nonbelievers

a. For their salvation - Ro 10:1

b. For the effort of those involved in teaching them - Ep 6:18-20

Thesick

a. For their retoration to hedlth - Ja 5:14-15

b. For spiritud strength and peace of mind - Ja 5:16

The poor and oppressed

a. Such asthe homeless, fatherless, unborn children - Pro 29:7

b. Thosein other nations oppressed by their own rulers or outside influences
Thereiscertainly much for which we ought to pray!

B. USING A PRAYER STRATEGY ...

1.

2.

3.

On Monday - Family

a. Pray for both immediate and extended family members
b. For both their physical and spiritua well-being

On Tuesday - Church

a. For membersin thelocal congregation

b. For Chrigtians and congregations throughout the world
On Wednesday - Community
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a. For community leaders
b. For your neighbors
4. On Thursday - Nation
a. For dected officids
b. For effortsto bring peace and righteousness
5. On Friday - World
a. For world peace
b. For naionsthat are "closed" to the gospe
6. On Saturday - Afflicted
a. For the poor, homeless, jobless
b. Forthosein prison
c. For those who are sick
d. For widows, sngle mothers, fatherless children
-- A gmpler prayer strategy: morning-family; noon-church; evening-community

CONCLUSION

1. Such dtrategies are Smply suggestions to provide some direction in prayer...
a. Devedop onethat suitsyou
b. Onemight aso keep alist or journa of those for whom you are praying

2. Theimportant thing isto PRAY/, and to do so:

a “dways

b. “ineverything’
c. “eanedly’

d. “beingvigilant”
e. “without ceesng’

| pray this study on prayer will encourage us to be more diligent in utilizing this wonderful privilege of
prayer...!

“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;”
-Co4:2
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Prayer
How God Answers Prayer

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour sudy on prayer, we have examined...
a. The purpose of prayer d. Theprinciplesof prayer
b. The power of prayer e. Thepersstence of prayer
c. Theprivilege of prayer f. Thepractice of prayer

2. Why don't people pray more often...?
a. Perhapsthey don't beieve ther prayers are being answered
b. Not knowing how God answers, they may have lost faith in prayer

[Lest we begin to think that God does not hear us when we pray, we should remember that there are at
least four ways that God answers prayer, beginning with...]

I. REQUEST GRANTED

A. GOD MAY ANSWER “YES'...
1. God often grants the petitions we ask of Him - Psa 118:5; 138:3
2. Espedidly when we put Him firgt in our lives- Mt 6:33; cf. Pro 3:5-10

B. FOR GOD TO ANSWER “YES'...
1. Wemus ask according to Hiswill - 1Jn 5:14
2. Wemus be doing Hiswill in our lives-1 Jn 3:22

[Naturdly we regjoice when God grants our request. But sometimes we may receive the answer...|

. REQUEST GRANTED, BUT NOT YET

A. GOD MAY ANSWER “YES, BUT WAIT..”
1. God may grant our request, but in time and according to His purpose - cf. Ecc 3:1,11
2. Sowemay think God issaying “No”, when Heisredly saying “Yes, but wait” - Lk 18:7

B. WHEN THE ANSWER SEEMSTO BE “WAIT"...
1. We need to have patience - He 6:10-12
2. We need to keep asking, seeking, knocking - Lk 11:8-10
3. We need to remember God's promise - Ro 8:24

[When God seemsto be saying “yes, but wait”, it isatime for patience and trust in His providence.
We need smilar trust should it become apparent that God' s answer is...]

11.REQUEST GRANTED, BUT NOT ASEXPECTED
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A. GOD MAY ANSWER “YES, BUT NOT ASYOU THINK...”
1. Sometimes God answersin away differently than we may anticipate
2. Remember, His thoughts and methods are much different than ours - 1 sa 55:8,9
3. For example, asking God for strength and perseverance...
a. Hemay giveustridsto bear - eg., Ph 1:29-30
b. Which in turn develops the virtues we prayed for! - cf. Ro 5:3-4

B. WE MUST NOT LIMIT GOD’'SOPTIONS...

1. Weshould be careful and not dictate to God how to answer our prayers
a. Thereareforces at work beyond what we can imagine - cf. Ep 3:20
b. Plus, we do not dways know what to pray for as we ought - cf. Ro 8:26

2. Limit the how and we might limit ther esult; e.g., when praying for the sck...
a. Do we pray smply that God bless the use of natura means (doctors, medicine, etc.)?
b. If so, might we limit God as to how He might restore them? (in ways beyond what we

are dbletoimagine)?

c. Isit not better to smply ask God to restore the sick, and leave the methods to Him?

[Aswe pray, our trust in God should allow Him latitude to answer however He deems best. We
especidly need trust in God should it become gpparent that the answer to prayer is...]

V. REQUEST DENIED

A. GOD MAY ANSWER “NO”...
1. There may be times when God denies our requests - cf. Ja4:3
2. Wemugt trust that God, who knows what is best, would do so only if granting our request
might not be for our good - cf. He 12:5-11

B. WHEN GOD SEEMSTO SAY “NO”...
1. Wemay not fully understand, but we can gill fully trust Him! - cf. Hab 3:17-19
2. Espeddly inlight of the promisein 1 Co 10:13
3. God will provide the grace and mercy to do without - eg., 2 Co 12:7-9

CONCLUSION

1. Inat least four ways, then, God answers our prayers...
a Request granted
b. Request granted, but not yet
c. Request granted, but not as expected
d. Request denied

2. However God may choose to answer our prayers...
a.  We can have confidence that it will be for our good
b. We should never grow weary in praying to God

“The Lord has heard my supplication; The Lord will receive my prayer.” - Psa 6:9
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