
Persuasive/Argument Essay 

You will be writing a persuasive/argument essay in the computer lab.  It needs to have claims (assertions 

or beliefs) and supports (evidence, quotes, facts, etc…) to hold up the claims.  You must use at least 

three (3) pieces of support from the passage “Uniform Style” in Elements of Literature (and it is attached 

to this document).  You must also be able to retell the pros and cons (positives and negatives) for having 

school uniforms.  YOUR ESSAY SHOULD BE AT LEAST ONE PAGE 1.15 SPACED, 12 POINT FONT. 

 

Prompt: 

Your school is wondering if they should use School Uniforms next year.  Should your school have 

Uniforms? 

(This is not actually happening, but pretend it is for this prompt.) 

 

Essay Outline 

I. Introduce the topic.  Have a thesis statement that tells the reader your opinion.   

II. Write the pros and cons of having school uniforms. 

III. Choose a side!  Claim #1- your first reason for or against uniforms.  Back up your claim with 

support from the text. 

IV. Claim #2- your second reason for or against uniforms.  Back up your claim with support from 

the text. 

V. Claim #3- your third reason for or against uniforms.  Back up your claim with support from 

the text. 

VI. Conclusion.  This is a “Call to Action.”  Tell your reader what you want them to do.  Restate 

your claims and your thesis. 

 

Scale 

4 Student wrote an exceptionally clear argument with many valid reasons and at least three 
pieces of evidence from the text.  It is organized in the correct way.  Claims are supported with 
many relevant reasons and direct quotes or facts from the text provided.  They establish and 
maintain a formal style which has five well-constructed paragraphs.  They wrote a “Call to 
Action” that is unique and original and a satisfying concluding statement.  This paper is “above 
and beyond” and original, unique, and provides a fresh take on the topic. 

3 Student wrote a clear argument with reasons and at least three pieces of evidence from the 
text.  It is organized in the correct way.  Claims are supported with relevant reasons and direct 
quotes or facts from the text provided.  They establish and maintain a formal style which has 
five well-constructed paragraphs.  They wrote a “Call to Action” and a satisfying concluding 
statement. 



2 Student wrote an argument with some reasons and at least one piece of evidence from the 
text.  It is somewhat organized with mistakes in the organization.  Claims are not supported 
with relevant reasons or direct quotes or facts from the text provided.  Their essay is not 
clearly constructed with mistakes throughout.  They wrote a “Call to Action” and a concluding 
statement. 

1 Student attempted to write an argument with some reasons and evidence from the text, but 
they were unsuccessful in many ways.  It had mistakes in the organization or no organization 
at all.  Claims are not supported with relevant reasons or direct quotes or facts from the text 
provided.  Their essay is not clearly constructed with mistakes throughout.  They may or may 
not have written a “Call to Action” and a concluding statement. 

 

You will be writing this on Google Drive and submitting it to Mr. Martin. 

A few Notes: 

Thesis Statement- One sentence telling the reader your opinion about the topic.  For example: I am 

against having a longer school day.  Then, the rest of the paper would be about why you were against 

the longer school day. 

 

Citations in Text- Your citations should look like this-  I don’t agree with uniforms because, “the crime 

rate went down.” (Rockliff, 2001, p.292) 

 

 

 

 

 

See ESSAY content below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Essay Format 

 

School Uniforms by (Your Name) 

 

Introduce the topic.  Have a thesis statement that tells the reader your opinion.   

Write the pros and cons (positives and negatives) for having school uniforms.   

Claim #1- your first reason for or against uniforms.  Back up your claim with support from the 

text. 

Claim #2- your second reason for or against uniforms.  Back up your claim with support from the 

text. 

Claim #3- your third reason for or against uniforms.  Back up your claim with support from the 

text. 

Conclusion.  This is a “Call to Action.”  Tell your reader what you want them to do.  Restate your 

claims and your thesis. 

 

Citation:  Rockliff, Mara.  “Uniform Style.” Time Magazine.  2001. 

 

 

 

 


