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u.s. news

A
teenage actor better - nd noJOHNNY Whitaker,

known as Tom Sawyer in
the recent film, is about to
be presented to the
American public on disc
and TV and may just
emerge as the new
teenage idol.

Johnny has been record-
ed singing the title tune
from a new children's TV
series, Sigmund and the
Sea Monsters and he will
be singing other songs in
the series. He will play
one of the animated
characters in the show
and all the music is being
created by writers who
work for a chap named
Wes Farrell.

Wes, in case you aren't
familiar with his name, is
a very enthusiastic chap
who has recorded all of
David Cassidy's hits and
all the hits by the
Partridge Family.

And while he doesn't
record David anymore, he
is still the producer for all
the Partridge's music -
and that's a full-time job.

"Johnny Whitaker,"
Wes says, "has great skill
for a youngster and it's
been great working with
him. " The first single by
Johnny on the Chelsea
label is Friends which was
written by Danny Janssen
and Bobby Hart.

JAMES BROWN: Sexy, Sexy,
Sexy; Slaughter Theme
(Polsetron and LIEN COLLINS
(THE FEMALE PREACH-
ER): How Long Can I Keep It
Up (People). James Brown,
meets Jim Brown! Yes, hot on
the heels of his soundtrack
scoring chores for "Black
Caesar", Mr. James Brown
has trotted out more movie
music, this time for the latest
in the Jim Brown -starring
(and Jim Brown -produced)
"Slaughter" series, "Slaugh-
ter's Big Rip Off". Remem-
ber, Billy Preston did the
original "Slaughter" theme?
Well, the impact of hearing the
new James Brown theme as
you sit back in your cinema
seat is gonna be a whole lot
different! From a slowly
building suspense -filled start
it explodes into a whole mess
of funky butt Soul rhythm,
before easing back into a
comparatively melodic in-
strumental passage. How-
ever, that's only the B-side of
J. B. 's new single, the score -
culled A -side of which is one of
those leaping whomping
stomping dancers of the sort
which he cut a few years back
. . . hence, if it comes out in
Britain, it stands a really good
chance of hitting here. Add
the kinda blatant title to a beat
that lure don't quit, and Pop
satisfaction is guaranteed!
Then, for a Soulful turnabout,
also from "Slaughter's Big
Rip Off" comes The Female
Preacher's lovely new slowie,
penned by J. B. with Fred
Wesley, and of course
arranged and produced by
James Brown - The Hit Man
- Godfather of Soul (as both
labels proclaim). Inter-
estingly, the Lyn Collins
record features an edited 3:32

w. .Sigmund
and the
sea
monsters

Wes points out that the
launching of Johnny's
career on records in
conjunction with the
premiere of a new TV
series is the first time
since the Partridge
Family that a teen pop
star makes his debut
simultaneously on records
and TV.

Besides the Partridge
Family, the Monkees are
another act which had
both TV and record
exposure simultaneously
and it worked, just the
way it worked for the
Partridge Family and just
the way Wes belives it can
happen for Whitaker.

Whitaker is the red
headed fella in the feature
film Tom Sawyer and has
also appeared in the
recent TV series Family
Affair.

"Part 1" version on the plug
side and the full 5:29 "Part 1 &
2"on the flip. It's a rap-introed
beauty with a gorgeous
relaxed backing behind Lyn's
tender then raw emoting,
which obviously relates
lyrically to Slaughter's girl-
friend in the movie: as the
words switch from a loving
resignation to her man's
dangerous way of life and
become more agitated by self-
doubt about her own inner
strength, so the music
becomes a churning whirl that
accurately reflects her mental
turmoil. Thus, if the only
reason for a visit to the
original rather drab "Slaugh-
ter" movie was to see Stella

Our exclusive service to
RM readers. James
Hamilton listens to
records so far only avail-
able in the US,

Stevens starkers, James
Brown's music will be reason
enough to sit through the "Big
Rip Off" . . . provided that
they fit it all in the film.
JOE SIMON: Theme From
Cleopatra Jones; Who Was
That Lady (Spring). Staying
with black movie music, we
find that although Joe Simon
himself wrote and produced
this theme for "Cleopatra
Jones," the Brad Shapiro -
penned / produced flip has
rather more to do with the
film' s subject matter, actually
mentioning her by name. The
theme itself is a ponderous
mixture of instrumental and
vocal which never gets off the
ground, consisting mainly of a
monotonous cluster of clomps

Petula Clark has re-
vealed that she writes
songs and claims having
written several under
another name which
became hits. Will she sing
her own songs? No, she
says, because it would
look like she's jumping on
the singer -songwriter
bandwagon.

She speaks of wanting to
do a TV special in Madrid
involving doing a concert.
The show would be shown
in England and the States.

Jesse Colin Young,
formerly the leader of the
Youngbloods is going out
alone on Warner Bros. His
debut LP will be Song For
Juli with personal appear-
ances being arranged
after the LP is out in
September.

Following Mott the
Hoople's successful con -

infiltrated by torpid strings,
brass and electric piano, not to
forget a bit of the mandatory
wah-wah guitar, over which
Joe Simon bays and howls. He
does actually say "Cleo" twice
towards the end, but on the
faster, synthesizer-introed flip
he tells us all about "Miss
Jones" - a gun-totin' afroed
cutie taken to wearing mink
boleros with bead accessories,
if the paper sleeve pic's
anything to go by. This flip is
so much more lively and better
than the A -side that it will be a
good move of Polydor's if they
make it the plug side when and
if British release time comes.
DEODATO: Rhapsody In
Blue (CTI). George Gersh-
weeeeeen (as Peter Sellers
once sang) wrote his
"Rhapsody In Blue" in the
mid -'20s, and played the piano
part himself on its original
recording by Paul Whiteman.
I happened to grow up with a
wind-up gramophone and the
two twelve -inch 78s which
comprised that original
recording, and bought the Top
Rank -released hi-fi re-record-
ing by Whiteman while still a
young lad in 1959. You may
not be surprised to learn that
"Rhapsody In Blue" is my
favourite piece of music (as
opposed to tune). So, along
comes Eumir "Also Sprach
Zarathustra" Deodato and -
lo! - he does his inimitable re-
styling job, leaving the basic
brass climax parts and a little
bit of the main melody but
chucking out the rest in favour
of his usual jerky doodling.
And, while it ain't Gershwin, it
ain't bad . . . although I do
think that as "Zarathustra"
was only a series of climaxes
to start with, it was a more
suitable choice for adaptation.

cert in New York at the
Felt Forum, Columbia
threw a lavish party that
boasted Sly Stone, Iggy
and the Stooges, Todd
Rundgren, Steve Paul,
Eagles and America . .

Buffy St. Marie and the
Memphis Horns will be
heard on the next LP by
the New Riders of the
Purple Sage . . . Sly
Stone, that ole rascal, has
taped a' concert appear-
ance in New York's
Central Park for a TV
special called Good Vibes
From . . . Bob Dylan's
new single of Knockin' On
Heaven's Door is a cut
from his Pat Garrett film
soundtrack.

The Sunset Strip used to
be really packed with
people during the summer

months when it was warm
in Los Angeles and there
were a number of rock
clubs. This summer, the
streets are rather desert-
ed (where have all the
hippies gone?) and only
the Whisky has been
booking top rock acts. A
few doors up the street a
new rock theatre is taking
shape. It will be called
Roxy and should be open
within the next several
months. Across the street
from the Whisky, a former
striptease club, the
Classic Cat, has gone
straight and is now called
the Classic and is
featuring the musical
Jacques Brel Is Alive And
Well. When that closes,
the room will be used for
other musical presenta-
tions. So it looks like the
Strip will be gaining some
new talent locations.

Saxman Eddie Harris
will write the music for the

eliot tiegel
film Black Belt Brothers
with Atlantic releasing the
soundtrakc LP . . . the
James Montgomery Band
from the New England
community of Cambridge
has joined Capricorn
Records, a label head-
quartered in the South of
the country. The New
England area is not
particularly noted for its
blues or country bands.

Billy Paul, El Chicano,
the Impressions, Barry
White and Love Unlimited
and others headlined
during the second annual
Watts Summer Festival
concert in the 100,000 seat
Los Angeles Coliseum . . .

Grace Slick is putting the
finishing touches on her
next Grunt LP after
having recorded strings
and other orchestral parts
in London . . . Edwin
Starr has cut an LP with
producer Norman
Whitfield.

1 3 BROTHER LOUIE Stories Kama Sutra
2 2 LIVE AND LET DIE Wings Apple
3 1 TOUCH ME IN THE MORNING

Diana Ross Motown
4 5 LET'S GET IT ON Marvin Gaye Tamla
5 4 THE MORNING AFTER

Maureen McGovern 20th Century
6 8 DELTA DAWN Helen Reddy Capitol
7 7 GET DOWN Gilbert O'Sullivan MAM
8 14 SAY, HAS ANYBODY SEEN MY

SWEET GYPSY ROSE
Dawn featuring Tony Orlando Bell

9 9 UNEASY RIDER Charlie Daniels Kama Sutra
10 6 BAD, BAD LEROY BROWN Jim Croce ABC
11 10 FEELIN' STRONGER EVERY DAY

Chicago Columbia
12 11 I BELIEVE IN YOU (You Believe

in Mel Johnnie Taylor Stax
13 13 MONSTER MASH Bobby (Boris) Pickett

& the Crypt Kickers Parrot
14 17 IF YOU WANT ME TO STAY

Sly it The Family Stone Epic
15 16 HERE I AM (Come and Take Mel

Al Green Hi
16 27 LOVES ME LIKE A ROCK

Paul Simon Columbia
17 22 ARE YOU MAN ENOUGH

Four Tops Dunhill
18 20 GYPSY MAN War United Artists
19 29 WE'RE AN AMERICAN BAND

Grand Funk Capitol
20 26 SATURDAY NIGHT'S ALRIGHT FOR

FIGHTING Elton John MCA
21 24 ANGEL Aretha Franklin Atlantic
22 24 HOW CAN I TELL HER Lobo Big Tree
23 12 SMOKE ON THE WATER

Deep Purple Warner Bros.
24 18 DIAMOND GIRL Seals it Crofts Warner Bros.
25 25 A MILLION TO ONE /

YOUNG LOVE Donny Osmond MGM
26 15 YESTERDAY ONCE MORE

Carpenters A&M
27 31 MEET THAT LADY Islay Brothers T -Neck
28 19 SHAM BALA Three Dog Night Dunhill
29 32 I WAS CHECKIN' OUT - SHE WAS

CHECKIN' IN Don Covey Mercury
30 30 BELIEVE IN HUMANITY/YOU LIGHT

UP MY LIFE Carole King Ode
31 33 THE HURT Cat Stevens A&M
32 45 WHY ME Kris Kristofferson Monument
33 35 NOBODY WANTS YOU WHEN YOU'RE

DOWN & OUT Bobby Womack United Artists
34 43 THEME FROM "CLEOPATRA JONES"

Joe Simon featuring the Main Streeters Spring
35 50 MY MARIA B. W. Stevenson RCA
36 36 BEHIND CLOSED DOORS Charlie Rick Epic
37 23 NATURAL HIGH Bloodstone London
38 46 THERE IT IS Tyrone David Dakar
39 28 SO VERY HARD TO GO

Tower of Power Warner Brothers
40 41 FUTURE SHOCK Curtis Mayfield Curtom
41 51 BABY I'VE BEEN MISSING YOU

Independents Wand
42 37 MONEY Pink Floyd Harvest
43 60 I'VE GOT SO MUCH TO GIVE

Barry White 20th Century
44 53 STONED OUT OF MY MIND

Chi-Lites Brunswick
45 39 WILL IT GO ROUND IN CIRCLES

Billy Preston A&M
46 34 BOOGIE WOOGIE BUGLE BOY

Bette Midler Atlantic
47 47 CLOUDS David Gates Elektra
48 42 RIGHT PLACE, WRONG TIME Dr. John Atco
49 40 MISDEMEANOR Foster Sylvers MGM
50 49 EVERYONE'S AGREED THAT EVERYTHING

WILL TURN OUT FINE Stealers Wheel A&M

r.,

album/
1 2 CHICAGO VI
2 1 JETHRO TULL

A Passion Play
3 3 PINK FLOYD The Dark Side

4 5 CAT STEVENS Foreigner
5 4 SEALS Et CROFTS

Diamond Girl
6 8 DIANA ROSS

Touch Me In the Morning Motown
7 6 DEEP PURPLE Made In Japan Warner Brothers
8 7 SLY & THE FAMILY STONE Fresh Epic
9 11 DEEP PURPLE Machine Head Warner Bros.

10 10 LEON RUSSELL Leon Live Shelter
11 9 CARPENTERS Now it Then A & M
12 13 DOOBIE BROTHERS

The Captain it Me Warner Brothers
13 ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND

Brothers & Sisters Capricorn
14 12 CAROLE KING Fantasy Ode
15 38 GRAND FUNK RAILROAD

We're An American Band Capitol
16 20 JOHN DENVER Farewell Andromeda RCA
17 18 TOWER OF POWER Warner Brothers
18 21 LIVE & LET DIE Soundtrack United Artists
19 15 LED ZEPPELIN

Houses of the Holy Atlantic
20 16 PAUL SIMON

There Goes Rhymin' Simon Columbia
21 17 GEORGE HARRISON

Living In The Material World Apple
22 85 STEVIE WONDER

Innervisions Tamla
23 19 AL GREEN Call Me Hi
24 14 CARLOS SANTANA Et MAHAVISHNU

JOHN McLAUGHLIN
Love, Devotion, Surrender Columbia

25 43 HELEN REDDY Long Hard Climb Capitol
26 32 JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR

Soundtrack MCA
27 28 DICK CLARK

Presents 20 Years of Rock N' Roll Buddah
28 23 CURTIS MAYFIELD Back to the World Curtom
29 36 JOE WALSH

The Smoker You Drink The Player
You Get Dunhill

30 30 ARETHA FRANKLIN Hey Now Hey
(the Other Side of the Skyl Atlantic

31 22 PAUL McCARTNEY Et WINGS
Red Rose Speedway Apple

32 25 BREAD The Best Of Elektra
33 31 ROD STEWART Sing It Again Rod Mercury
34 47 SEALS it CROFTS

Summer Breeze Warner Bros.
35 26 BEATLES 1967-70 Apple
36 45 THE POINTER SISTERS Blue Thumb
37 41 BOBBY WOMACK Facts of Life United Artists
38 57 VAN MORRISON

Hard Nose The Highway Warner Brothers
39 29 ALICE COOPER

Billion Dollar Babies Warner Brothers
40 37 JANIS JOPLIN Greatest Hits Columbia
41 33 ELTON JOHN Don't Shoot Me I'm

Only the Piano Player MCA
42 27 EARTH, WIND & FIRE

Head to the Sky Columbia
43 60 BOB DYLAN/ SOUNDTRACK

Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid Columbia
44 51 LED ZEPPELIN Atlantic SD 7208
45 24 BETTE MIDLER The Divine Miss M Atlantic
46 49 STEELY DAN Countdown To Ecstasy ABC
47 40 J. GEILS BAND Bloodshot Atlantic
48 62 STORIES About Us Kama Sutra
49 39 BEATLES 1962-1966 Apple
50 34 JIM CROCE Life it Times ABC

Columbia

Chrysalis
of the Moon

Harvest
A Et M

Warner Brothers


