
Prints Make Profits Mini Guide

This special Mini Guide has been put together to teach you the 
importance of detailed research so that you make informed buying 
decisions.

As you read on you will learn how vital it is to look beneath the 
surface of a niche and really drill down into the fine detail to 
establish whether you can make an acceptable profit that 
compensates you for the time and money you must invest.

Legal Notice

The author has striven to be as accurate and complete as possible 
in the completion of this report, notwithstanding the fact that he 
does not warrant or represent at any time that the contents within 
are accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of the internet.

This report is a guide to starting your own ebay enterprise. In 
practical advice books like anything else in life, there are no 
guarantees of income made. Readers are cautioned to rely upon 
their own judgement about their individual circumstances and to 
act accordingly.

This report is not intended as a source of legal, business, 
accounting or financial advice. All readers are advised to seek the 
services of competent professionals in these fields.

Any perceived slights of specific people or organizations are 
unintentional

All Rights Reserved

This report is the copyright of Stuart Turnbull and no part of it may 
be copied, altered or duplicated in any way without the permission 
of the copyright holder.
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The Naturalist's Library
Sir William Jardine

Published by W H Lizars Edinburgh
H G Bohn London

and W H Allen & Co London

Sir William Jardine, 7th Baronet of Applegirth, Dumfriesshire (23 
February 1800 to 21 November 1874) was a Scottish naturalist.

Jardine made natural history available to all levels of Victorian 
society by editing and issuing the hugely popular forty volumes of 
The Naturalist's Library (1833-1843).

The series was divided into four main sections: Ornithology (birds 
14 volumes), Mammalia (mammals 13 volumes), Entomology 
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(insects 7 volumes), and Ichthyology (fish 6 volumes); each 
prepared by a leading naturalist. The artists responsible for the 
illustrations included Edward Lear.

The Naturalist's Library is particularly valued by collectors today 
because of its fine, hand colored plates with each volume 
containing between 30 and 35 plates.

There is an active market in both the complete books and the 
individual plates on ebay and it is very simple to make profits by 
buying the books that are suffering from age and neglect and 
therefore not valued by book collectors, remove the popular, hand 
colored plates and list them for sale individually.

The plates sell un-matted which keeps your costs down and 
simplifies the process.

I have researched this popular niche extensively and will share my 
knowledge with you by focusing on each of the four main sections 
(birds, insects, mammals and fish) in turn.
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Birds

The subject “Birds” covers a huge variety of different types and 
species from around the world.

It is apparent from my research that some bird types are more 
popular than others and Terapeak is an invaluable tool for drilling 
down into the niche.

In this screen shot you can see that birds of prey are particularly 
sought after:

With a sell through rate of 100% and an average price of $17.81

Contrast that with the statistics for other birds (excluding the birds 
of prey)
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Both the sell through and the average price are considerably lower.

Another important point to note is that the majority of plate sales in 
the bird niche are for a pair of plates as you can see in the 
Terapeak images above.

Copies of the Naturalist's Library come up for sale regularly on ebay 
as in this example:
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This particular book contains 33 plates;

We can calculate the cost of each individual plate by dividing the 
total cost of the book (don't forget to include shipping) by 33 which 
comes out at $3.55

Is this a good investment?

The birds of prey plates are fetching $8.90 each ($17.81 divided by 
2) 

Deducting say 15% to cover ebay and PayPal fees leaves a gross 
profit of $7.56 and a net profit of $4 

The sell through rate is excellent at 100% so the book represents a 
total potential profit of 33x$4=$132

Obviously, different people have different ideas regarding what 
constitutes an acceptable profit, personally I like to at least double 
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my money so I would be interested in similar books at or around 
this price.

We can, of course also search addall.com to source our plates:

Do pay particular attention to the descriptions as books of this type 
often have plates missing as in both of these examples.

Don't ignore the non-bird of prey plates, you can make money with 
these too but you need to buy at the right price.

Here, for example is an auction lot consisting of loose bird plates 
removed from a copy of the Naturalist's Library
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(lots like this come up for sale on ebay occasionally so get your 
search saved to 'my ebay' for email notification.)

These birds are not birds of prey so will fetch lower prices but the 
lower purchase price still allows us to double our money.

As with all items that you purchase for resale on ebay you make 
your money when you buy so it is vital that you source your plates 
at the right price and you aren't tempted to overpay (particularly if 
you are buying through an ebay auction)

Terapeak analysis:

The presence of only one seller on all of the major ebay sites in the 
last 90 days represents an opportunity for new entrants to this 
niche.
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These screen shots from Terapeak provide a guide to the 
best listing format (auction as opposed to buy it now) the  
start price, auction duration and the keywords for your 
titles.

It is always helpful to be guided by successful sellers but in 
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this case as there is only one seller in the market place it 
makes sense to test different formats – maybe the demand 
and lack of competition would support a higher priced buy 
it now listing?
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Insects

The insect world also covers a multitude of different species but for 
the purposes of this guide I will focus on butterflies/moths and 
beetles because they are the most popular of the Jardine insect 
plates.

Here are the Terapeak stats for butterflies:

Approximately half of the ebay sales are for pairs of plates.

Again, there is a near 100% sell through rate!

The source books are regularly sold on ebay:
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In this example the book contains 30 hand colored plates which 
works out at $2.50 per plate.

So even if we halve the average sale price of $14.54 (allowing for 
the plates that are sold in pairs) giving $7.27 per sale then deduct 
the ebay and PayPal fees at 15% leaving $6.17 we can still more 
than double our investment.
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This recently sold lot includes some beetle plates which are also 
very popular:

Again, a 100% sell through confirms the demand. All of the sales in 
this niche were for pairs of plates.
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In this example the plates cost $3.90 each and sell for an average 
price of $7.42 each ($14.84 per pair)

This gives a potential profit of $72 for the whole book.
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Terapeak analysis:
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As with the birds niche, this niche is also dominated by the same 
seller who is using the same listing format, pricing, duration etc.
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Mammals

My research into the mammals niche is not particularly 
encouraging.

Here, for example are the Terapeak stats for monkeys:

as you can see, the seller has listed lots consisting of four plates 
and achieved final values of only $8.50 

That is $2.12 per plate before we take our selling fees and the cost 
of the plates into account.
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Similarly with the dogs niche the warning sign is the low sell 
through rate of 11.76%

On balance, I must conclude that there is very little demand for 
Jardine plates featuring mammals and you will most likely lose your 
investment if you buy the source books – definitely ones to avoid.
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Fish

The fish niche is a popular one as can be seen from this screen 
shot:

The sell through is excellent at 96.3% but the average price is low 
bearing in mind that around two thirds of the listings are for pairs 
of plates.

This, of course means that it is crucial to source the plates at the 
right price to allow for an acceptable profit.
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This book of 36 hand colored fish plates recently sold on ebay at 
$66.75 which means that the plates cost around $2 each.

Dividing the average sale price by 2 to allow for the pairs leaves us 
with $4.09 from which we must deduct 15% to cover our 
ebay/PayPal fees.

This leaves $3.48 – a profit of $1.48 per plate.

A profit is a profit but you must consider whether this is an 
acceptable return for the time you must spend scanning, listing and 
shipping the plates.
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Conclusion

The Naturalist's Library by Jardine is a fascinating and potentially 
profitable niche but it is vital that you focus your sourcing efforts in 
the right areas and that you pay the right prices to leave you with a 
satisfactory return for your time and money investment.

My intention with this guide is to demonstrate how vital it is to 
carry out thorough research before buying any books. 

The key points are to always base your calculations on average sale 
prices. As you can see in the examples in this guide the ebay sale 
prices can vary widely.

Also be careful when the sellers are listing two or more plates in 
one lot and take this into account in your calculations.

Finally, be sure to drill down to the subject matter within the niche 
as this can have a huge effect on the final values.

I use Terapeak which is an excellent research tool however, you do 
have to pay a monthly subscription.

There are free ebay research tools available if your budget doesn't 
stretch to a paid tool – do a Google search for “free ebay research 
tools”

This Mini-Guide has provided a detailed insight into the niche so 
you can make informed buying decisions that lead to healthy 
profits!

Don't hesitate to drop me a line if you have any questions or just 
need a bit of encouragement!

miniguidesupport@printsmakeprofits.com

Best of luck and don't forget to keep me posted with your progress!
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Enjoyed this guide? I've got more!

Norman Thelwell 'Fat Ponies' Mini Guide

C M Barker Flower Fairy Mini Guide
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