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Finding Themes in Literature

Definition: A theme is a main idea, moral, or 
message, of an essay, paragraph, movie or 
video game. THE MEssage may be about life, 
society, or human nature. Themes often explore 
timeless and universal ideas and are almost 
always implied rather than stated explicitly. 
-en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theme_(literature)

True friendship does 
not judge. This 
includes accepting 
differences and 
sticking up for each  
  other  through thick   
      and thin.

THEME TOPIC: FRIENDSHIP

THE MEssage the 
reader applies to 
their life.
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If you want to dig deep with the concept of 
theme, it helps to conduct an author study. Are 
there common themes? Common messages 
that you take away when you read the author's 
work?

REOCCURRING THEME CONCEPTS: friendship~ acceptance~ 
redemption~ discovery~ family relationships (abandonment)
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Here is a summary of The Watsons Go to Birmingham. A summary 
is different from discussing a theme of a story.
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What themes are 
present in The 
Watsons Go to 

Birmingham- 1963?

12 Common Themes in Literature

~ Man Struggles Against Nature
~ Man Struggles Against Societal Pressure
~ Man Struggles to Understand Spirituality
~ Crime Does Not Pay (A famous example is 
"The Tale Tell Heart"- Edgar Allen Poe)
~ Overcoming Adversity
~ Friendship is Dependent on Sacrifice
~ The importance of Family
~ Yin and Yang: Just when you think you have
things figured out, a challenge arises and we
have to balance it al out.
~ Love is the Worthiest of Pursuits
~ Death is Part of the Life Cycle
~ Sacrifices Bring Reward
~ Human Beings All Have the Same Needs 
(ex-good, bad, rich, or poor, we all need love)
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Friendship

Racism, 
prejudice, and 
discrimination

Family
Relationships

Growing Up

Humor

Grief

Here are some of the 
themes present in 
The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham- 1963. 
Click on the theme to 
explore supporting 
details on that theme. 
Click on the novel 
cover to return here.

These 6 themes can be 
supported through the details of 
the story, often inferred, in the 
story. 
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THE MEssage: Kenny learns what 
friendship REALLY means, and 
how to be a better friend...he comes 
to understand that what he 
considered previously as friendship 
was not really friendship at all.
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Supporting details that demonstrate 
grief in the novel.
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Supporting details that demonstrate 
growing up in the novel.
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Supporting details that 
demonstrate family in the novel.
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Supporting details that demonstrate 
humor in the novel.
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Supporting details that demonstrate 
race, prejudice, and discrimination in 
the novel.


