
Working with Words: Making Words



Books to Think About



Purpose

• Multilevel phonics activities 
designed for children of all 
ability levels

• Teach decoding and spelling 
skills 

• Phonics

• Phonemic Awareness/ 
Alphabet







Working with Words

• ½ of Block = Word Wall

• ½ of Block = Making Words 
or Explicit Alphabet 
Instruction

• We’ll look more at 
scheduling later.



Making Words

• Early readers can begin 
reading process by learning to 
decode simple words.

• Use of letter cards, tiles, or 
plastic letters

• Be creative with materials to 
increase engagement.



Making Words

• Students begin by decoding 
two- and three-letter 
phonetically spelled words.

• Students use letter cards to 
blend sounds and begin 
reading.

• Moves up to longer words, 
prefixes, suffixes, roots, etc.



Making Words

• After students make all words, 
word cards can be used for 
additional exposure

• Sorting words according to 
different categories builds 
language and vocabulary skills.

• Presenting new words with 
similar patterns helps students 
practice and generalize skills.



What Does a Systematic Phonics Lesson 
Look Like?

• Teacher reads the first word/ 
sentence on the script.  Students 
try to make word.

• As soon as students start to finish, 
have someone come up and make 
the word.

• Other students compare their word 
and make changes as needed.

• Repeat for rest of words.
• Sort/Transfer Activities



Materials

• Systematic Sequential Phonics 
(recommended text)

• Pocket Chart, visual guides, 
Velcro as needed

• Paper, markers, word cards, or 
computer/smartboard

• Letters (Laminated, paper 
squares, magnetic, foam, etc.)









Make Your Own Scripts

•
https://www.wordplays.com/en
/word-jumble-solver

• Keep common rimes, prefix, 
suffix, roots, etc. in mind when 
choosing words to make.

• Create ending mystery words 
around big topics or exciting 
experiences.

https://www.wordplays.com/en/word-jumble-solver


General Tips

• Use lowercase letters (seen 
most often when reading)

• Use letter sounds vs. letter 
names

• Do not skip sort section (each 
time student reads/spells a 
word, that much closer to 
automaticity)



Making Words Prompt Hierarchy

• Independent
• Visual (Student notices model on 

board and changes answer)
• Gestural (Staff points to mistake or 

peer model)
• Verbal (Staff tells student to compare 

board for answer or sounds our word)
• Fail (Staff tells student what letter to 

use/moves letter for them)
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