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Professional Preparation 
2008 The University of Alabama, Biology, Ph.D. 
2000 Texas State University, Aquatic Biology, M.Sc. 
1997 University of Arkansas, Biology, B.S.  
 
Professional Appointments 
2011-pres. Assistant/Associate Professor, Department of Biology, Jacksonville State University. 
2009-2010 Instructor, Department of Biology, Birmingham-Southern College, 
2001-2003 Fisheries Biologist, US Fish and Wildlife Service: National Fish Hatchery and 

Technology Center, San Marcos, Texas.  
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Extramural Funding 
1. Helms, B., Wheelan, N., Halanych, K., Tolley-Jordan, L (CO-PI). “Population structure of 

the Round Rocksnail (Leptoxis ampla) in the Cahaba River.” Sponsored by the Alabama 
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Synergistic Activities 
 

1. Teaching and Student Mentoring:  I teach a variety of Undergraduate and Graduate 
natural science courses including: Intro to Biology I/II, General Ecology, Entomology, 
Invertebrate Zoology, Freshwater Biology, and a Seminar in Urban Ecology at JSU. 
During the past five years at JSU, I have mentored 20 undergraduate students in a variety 
of research projects as well as directed five theses of Masters Degree Students.  
 

2. Outreach:  JSU faculty are very committed to serving the community. I have conducted 
workshops for Teachers through the JSU Field Schools, visited local schools to give 
presentations on biodiversity. I have received funding from Legacy, Inc. to direct hands-
on field biology for underserved elementary and middle school aged students. I have also 
participated in a variety of workshops for area schools organized by JSU field schools. I 
have given invited talks on Alabama freshwater snails to the Audobon Society. I actively 
participate in STEM programs aimed at giving high-school students opportunities to 
conduct research projects with faculty. I also regularly judge student poster/oral 
presentations at regional and international meetings. I also serve on the Board of Trustees 
for the Forever Wild Land Trust. 

 
3. Professional Service:   I have conducted ad hoc reviews for 6 journals in the last 5 years 

and reviewed documents pertaining to threatened and endangered snails for the US 
FWS.  I have served as a Gastropod Identification Expert for The Nature Conservancy 
and their monitoring efforts of freshwater snails in the Cahaba River. I have participated 
in the Non-Game Wildlife Committee for Aquatic Snail Diversity for the state of 
Alabama and the Alabama Biological Condition Gradient panel, an expert panel 
developing state-level stream biomonitoring and assessment criteria.  I organized the 
Aquatic Biodiversity session at the Alabama Fisheries Association Meeting in 2012 and I 
was a co-organizer of the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Annual Mollusk and Crayfish Meeting in January 2016. 

 


