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INSTRUCTIONS 
REGISTERING A VEHICLE OR TRANSFERRING A REGISTRATION  

 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUIRED TO REGISTER A VEHICLE IN NEW YORK STATE: 
 

• A PHOTOCOPY OR ORIGINAL NYS DRIVER’S LICENSE OR PERMIT. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE ONE, WE CAN ACCEPT 
   COPIES OF OTHER PROOFS OF IDENTITY AS LONG AS THEY ADD UP TO SIX POINTS BASED ON THE VALUES 
   LISTED ON FORM ID-82. 
 
• IF THE VEHICLE IN QUESTION IS NOT TITLED IN YOUR NAME YOU MUST PROVIDE THE ORIGINAL TITLE 
    ALONG WITH YOUR PAPERWORK. 
 
• THE PROOF OF OWNERSHIP OF THE VEHICLE (NYS OR OUT-OF-STATE TITLE). THIS MUST BE SIGNED BY BOTH 

BUYER AND SELLER! IF YOU ALREADY HAVE THE VEHICLE IN QUESTION TITLED IN ONLY YOUR NAME (FOR 
EXAMPLE A SEASONAL VEHICLE YOU TEMPORARILY TOOK OFF THE ROAD AND WANT TO RE-REGISTER, OR YOU 
HAD PREVIOUSLY APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED A TITLE ONLY AND NO REGISTRATION), WE DO NOT NEED PROOF 
OF OWNERSHIP. IF MULTIPLE PEOPLE ARE LISTED ON THE TITLE AND YOU ARE NOT THE FIRST PARTY NAMED 
ON THE TITLE, YOU MUST SUBMIT A COPY OF THE TITLE. 
 

• A BILL OF SALE SHOWING YOUR PURCHASE PRICE OF THE VEHICLE. A HANDWRITTEN BILL OF SALE IS 
ACCEPTABLE, OR YOU CAN USE DMV’S FILL-IN-THE-BLANK BILL OF SALE FORM, MV-912. 

 
• A COMPLETED “VEHICLE REGISTRATION/TITLE APPLICATION,” DMV FORM MV-82. FILL THIS 

OUT COMPLETELY AND SIGN IT ON THE BACK! PROVIDE A PHONE NUMBER WE CAN EASILY 
REACH YOU AT IN THE APPROPRIATE SECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR ACCURATE MAIL PROCESSING. 

 
• A COMPLETED SALES TAX FORM, DTF-802. PLEASE NOTE THAT IF THE VEHICLE IS A MODEL 

YEAR 2014 OR NEWER OR IT IS A GIFT, THE SELLER MUST ALSO SIGN THIS FORM. 
 
• PROOF OF NEW YORK STATE INSURANCE ON THE VEHICLE. CHECK THE EFFECTIVE DATE ON THE INSURANCE 

CARD – WE CANNOT PROCESS A REGISTRATION UNTIL INSURANCE IS IN EFFECT. 
 
NOTE:  IF YOU ARE TRANSFERRING PLATES, YOU MUST CHECK THE “TRANSFER PLATES” CHECKBOX AT THE TOP OF  
                MV-82 AND PROVIDE THE PLATE NUMBER. IF YOU DO NOT, WE WILL ISSUE AND CHARGE YOU FOR NEW 
                LICENSE PLATES!  
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NEW TITLES ARE ISSUED DIRECTLY BY NYS DMV IN ALBANY AND MAY NOT BE RECEIVED FOR UP TO 90 DAYS AFTER 
YOUR VEHICLE IS REGISTERED. YOU CAN CHECK THE MAILING STATUS OF YOUR TITLE AT THE STATE DMV WEBSITE 

AT HTTPS://PROCESS.DMV.NY.GOV/TITLESTATUS/. 

https://process.dmv.ny.gov/TitleStatus/

