
All golden beaches, soaring cliffs, and baroque architecture, this still-unspoiled 
region on Italy’s sun-drenched heel is where Ferragni spent much of last summer. 
“It’s one of the most beautiful places, with amazing scenery, nature, and ancient 
history,” she says. WHERE TO STAY Puglia is known for its masserias, fortified 
country houses with working farms. Ferragni’s fave? Masseria Torre Coccaro 
(from $309; masseriatorrecoccaro.com), a 36-room retreat with one of the  
prettiest beaches in Italy and olive groves that are over 800 years old.  
WHERE TO EAT Once used by 17th-century nobility as a banquet hall, the  
candlelit Ristorante Grotta Palazzese is carved into a limestone cave and has 
views of the Adriatic Sea. “It’s extremely romantic, and the food is delicious!” 
Think grilled octopus and zucchini blossoms stuffed with cheese and fresh 
Italian herbs. WHAT TO DO Spend a day getting lost in the winding cobble-
stone streets of Ostuni, a.k.a. the White City, famous for its white-
washed buildings with bright green or blue doors. Or post up at 
the hotel and book horseback riding, a seaside wine tasting at 
sunset, or a cooking class with ingredients picked fresh from the 
garden. “I learned to make orecchiette here,” says Ferragni.

HONEYMOON IDEAS FOR THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME

INSIDERS’ GUIDE 
TO THE GLOBE
WITH A COMBINED 13 MILLION INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS, THESE SIX 
FASHION AND TRAVEL INSIDERS TURNED CRISSCROSSING 
CONTINENTS INTO THEIR (ENVIABLE) JOB. THIS IS WHERE THEY’D 
STAMP THEIR PASSPORTS FOR A ROMANTIC VACAY.

THE TRAVELER
CHIARA FERRAGNI
@theblondesalad
THE DESTINATION
PUGLIA, ITALY

Take a cooking  
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Allier finds herself in the 
City of Light twice a year 
but prefers it when 
there’s a chill in the air. 
“The cold months make 
me fall in love with the 
city,” she says. “It’s the 
hot cocoa and the smell 
of chestnuts.” WHERE TO 
STAY “I’ve been to a lot of 
amazing hotels, but the 
time my husband, Pablo, 
and I rented an apart-
ment for a week is when 
I really felt Parisian,” she 
says. Try Paris Perfect 

(studios from $131; parisperfect.com), a full-service 
vacation-rental agency that can hook you up with a 
pied-à-terre for less than the cost of many hotel 
rooms. For a fee, the company will even stock your 
fridge or arrange for a private Pilates lesson on 
your balcony. WHERE TO EAT “I dream about the 
French toast at Marcel, a café in the Seventh 
Arrondissement. It’s served with salted butter, toffee 
sauce, and bananas.” Another standout: the eggs 
Benedict. WHAT TO DO Take a cue from the fash-
ion blogger’s favorite activity, “walking the city 
with no plans at all.” Stroll along the Seine from 
the Île Saint-Louis to the Passerelle Debilly 
bridge, which has the best Eiffel Tower views.

GETAWAY 

“I love visiting Aspen. It’s a short flight 
from Los Angeles and feels like a winter 
wonderland,” says Hewitt, who fell for 
the mountain town during a trip to the 
World SnowPolo championship in 2015. 
But Aspen isn’t just for cold-weather 
honeymooners: “The spring and summer 
are beautiful for hiking and outdoor 
activities too.” WHERE TO STAY A Gilded 
Age manor disguised as a ski resort, the 
St. Regis Aspen (from $299; stregis.com) 
spoils couples with OTT amenities like 
an altitude concierge who will prebook 
oxygen-infused spa treatments and a 

session on the hotel’s state-of-the-art oxygen machine (to curb altitude sickness). Plus, the 
location is amazing: “It’s close to the ski lifts and a few blocks from the shops on  
Main Street.” WHERE TO EAT Aspen is famous for its restaurants—and its bar scene. “Be 
sure to après-ski at the Little Nell or the Sky Hotel,” says Hewitt. For dinner, she favors the 
sushi at Matsuhisa and Kenichi. “After, stay warm with drinks at Caribou Club or Bootsy 
Bellows.” WHAT TO DO Filled with high-end designer boutiques and trendy stores like 
Intermix, Aspen is a shopper’s heaven. “But if you want something really special, my boy-
friend and I stumbled upon Kemo Sabe, where they make custom-fit cowboy hats.”

THE TRAVELER
PAM ALLIER 
@pamallier
THE DESTINATION
PARIS

THE TRAVELER
MARIANNA HEWITT
@marianna_hewitt
THE DESTINATION
ASPEN, COLORADO

Relive your trip  
with scented candles 
from famed French 
perfumer Diptyque.
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THE TRAVELER
PAOLA ALBERDI
@blankitinerary
THE DESTINATION
ABU DHABI, UNITED  
ARAB EMIRATES

When most people think of 
Abu Dhabi, they envision 
towering skyscrapers, gleam-
ing mosques, and crazy- 
expensive resorts. But just 
beyond the city limits lies 
Rub’Al Khali, or the Empty 
Quarter, the world’s largest 
contiguous sand desert. “The 
sunsets there are some of the 
most sublime I have ever wit-
nessed,” says Alberdi, who 
honeymooned here with her 
husband, Hector Sosa, in 2013. 
WHERE TO STAY The 205- 
room Qasr Al Sarab Desert 
Resort by Anantara (from 
$300; anantara.com) is an 
oasis of turrets, palms, and 
plunge pools rising out of the 
dunes. “It’s like a fairy tale,” 
she says. Every earth-toned 
room opens out onto a bal-
cony or terrace, but in-the-
know couples book the pool 
villas, which come with a butler, 
outdoor shower, and private 
pool. WHERE TO EAT Ask your 
butler to set up a Bedouin- 
style feast of lamb kofta and 
shish taouk (chicken kebabs) 
on the dunes. “The dates are a 
must-try for dessert!” says 
Alberdi. WHAT TO DO Tear your-
selves away from the spa’s 
authentic hammam (steam 
bath) long enough to check a 
few items off your bucket list: 
Channel your inner Katniss 
with archery lessons, watch a 
trained falcon hunt, or trek 
across the sand on a camel. 

A pool villa at 
Qasr Al Sarab 
Desert Resort  
by Anantara

Eat dishes filled with 
local ingredients, like 

pomegranates.

GETAWAY 
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GETAWAY 

THE TRAVELER
ZIM UGOCHUKWU
@travelnoire
THE DESTINATION
CAPE TOWN, 
SOUTH AFRICA

The 28-year-old has been 
traveling the world since she 
was two, but South Africa is a 
place she keeps coming back 
to. “I’m considering moving 
there in a few years,” she says. 
For newlyweds, it’s all about 
Cape Town, the laid-back city 
on Africa’s southernmost tip, 
known for its surfing beaches 
and stunning vineyards. 
WHERE TO STAY Ugochukwu 
often rents an Airbnb, but you 
can also try the landmark 
Belmond Mount Nelson 
Hotel (from $473; belmond 
.com), a sugar-pink retreat 
that’s hosted celebs—and 
even Nelson Mandela. For 
maximum romance, book one 
of the garden cottage suites; 
each is surrounded by a white 
picket fence and fronted by its 
very own rose garden. WHERE 
TO EAT “Marcos African Place 
is a favorite of mine,” she says. 
“It’s one of the few black-
owned restaurants in Cape 
Town.” On the menu? Spring-
bok, crocodile, impala, and 
home-brewed African beer. If 
you’re exploring the winelands, 
Ugochukwu favors the terroir- 
focused cuisine at Tokara, on 
an estate in Stellenbosch: “The 
setting is like something out  
of a movie.” WHAT TO DO As 
gorgeous as Cape Town looks 
at street level, the city is  
even more stunning from up 
above. “The hike up Table 
Mountain is spectacular. And a 
helicopter ride around the 
coast is a must.”

This Dutch fashionista and Gisou-hair-care founder raves 
about the Yucatán Peninsula. “I traveled there last year with 
my boyfriend, Maurits, and it was an unforgettable experi-
ence,” she says. “The capital, Mérida, is a 16th-century colo-
nial city filled with history, friendly people, and amazing 
food.” WHERE TO STAY “I love boutique hotels, so we stayed 
at Rosas & Xocolate.” (Translation: roses and chocolate. 
From $245; rosasandxocolate.com.) The 17-room hotel—set 
in two restored century-old mansions on the Paseo de 

Montejo—is petal pink on the outside and filled with handcrafted details and 
themed amenities on the inside, like chocolate soap in the suites, chocolate 
treatments in the spa, and a chocolate boutique downstairs. WHERE TO EAT “We 
ate lots of chilaquiles and guacamole. I definitely filled my avocado quota,” says 
Mirsalehi. “The food is such high quality, but it’s also affordable, so you don’t 
have to break the bank to have an authentic meal.” For traditional Yucatecan 
eats, head to La Chaya Maya for cochinita pibil, pork marinated with achiote 
and sour orange juice and cooked in a banana leaf. WHAT TO DO Mirsalehi spent 
much of her time visiting haciendas, the region’s beautiful old plantation houses. 
But if you’re around on a Saturday, head to Mercado Lucas de Gálvez to pick 
up woven baskets and hand-stitched huipiles (traditional Mayan dresses). 

THE TRAVELER
NEGIN MIRSALEHI
@negin_mirsalehi
THE DESTINATION
MÉRIDA, MEXICO

Have the 
bartender 
mix up a 

Salty 
Chihuahua, 
made with 

tequila, 
lemonade, 

and an 
optional 

splash  
of soda.
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