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DR. WILLIAM (BILL) P. MAGEE JR. 
Operation Smile Co-Founder & CEO 

 
Dr. William P. Magee Jr., is a leading plastic and craniofacial surgeon who founded Operation Smile 
in 1982 with his wife, Kathleen S. Magee, and serves as the organization's Chief Executive Officer. 
 
Dr. Magee has trained and mentored thousands of physicians worldwide. A featured guest on many 
network television programs, Dr. Magee is also a sought-after keynote speaker for corporate and 
national meetings. In July 2013, he gave one of the keynote addresses to the National Speakers 
Association (NSA) in Philadelphia. 
 
Dr. Magee received a D.D.S. from the University of Maryland, M.D. from George Washington 
University Medical School, served his general surgery residency at the University of Virginia Medical 
School, and received the Fulbright-Hays Scholarship Grant to study in Paris, France with Dr. Paul 
Tessier in 1975. He then received his plastic surgery training at the Eastern Virginia Medical School 
in Norfolk, Virginia. 
 
Dr. Magee has been awarded honorary doctorates from some of the finest universities worldwide, 
including the Karolinska Institutet in Sweden in 2014. He was awarded the American Society of 
Plastic Surgeons’ Honorary Citation Award in 2014, the American Society of Maxillofacial Surgeons’ 
Tagliacozzi Award in 2013, was highlighted in US News & World Report’s issue “America’s Top 
Leaders” in November 2009, and was given the National Medal for Peace and Friendship Among 
Nations in Vietnam in 2009. In 2007, UNICEF presented the Magees with a special recognition on 
behalf of Operation Smile and he received the Distinguished Service Award from the American 
Society of Plastic Surgeons. 
 
He entered into the Plastic Surgery Practice in Norfolk, Virginia in 1978 and became President of the 
group which at the time was the largest private training program in the USA. 
 
Dr. Magee maintains a private practice in Norfolk and is the Director of the Craniofacial Institute at 
the Children's Hospital of The King's Daughters. He is also an Associate Professor of Surgery at the 
Eastern Virginia Medical School, in Norfolk, Virginia. 

ABOUT OPERATION SMILE 
 
Operation Smile is an international medical charity with a presence in more than 60 countries, 
whose global network of thousands of credentialed medical volunteers from over 80 countries is 
dedicated to helping improve the health and lives of children. Since its founding in 1982, Operation 
Smile has provided more than 220,000 free surgical procedures for children and young adults born 
with cleft lip, cleft palate and other facial deformities. To build long-term sufficiency in resource-poor 
environments, we train doctors and local medical professionals in our partner countries so they are 
empowered to treat their local communities. Operation Smile also donates medical equipment and 
supplies through the generosity of our supporters and provides year-round medical treatment 
through its worldwide centers. 


