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Preface

and globally expanding world are ethical. Leader-
ship in such a world demands courage, commitment,
character, and good ethical reasoning skills to address these
challenges head on. Accordingly, the importance of teach-
ing ethics in higher education has never been greater. With
this updated eleventh edition of Ethics: Theory and Practice,
I wish to acknowledge the significant contributions made
by all those involved in the teaching of ethics courses who
engage students with these core issues of our time.
In this edition, I have been careful to keep the overall
structure of the text and to preserve the many positive fea-
tures of this book that instructors have adapted for use in

The fundamental issues in today’s rapidly changing

their courses. Some of this material has been revised and
updated and I expect to continue to make the text more
inclusive and relevant. Some of the new material in this
edition includes new critical thinking exercises and ethics
problems dealing with bullying, cheating, sexual relations
between humans and animals, human experimentation,
euthanasia in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, rationaliza-
tions in business, and selling body parts on Craigslist.

Extensive editing was also done to update the lan-
guage used in earlier editions of this text. Professor Thiroux
wrote liberally in the first person and although this style
was pleasing to many readers, comments like “I feel,” “I
believe,” and “I agree” presented a distraction for others.
Moreover, these comments gave a bias to the text. After all,
the point of the text is to comprehensively survey the ethi-
cal landscape, clarify issues and problems, and lay out ar-
guments on all sides in order that students may draw their
own conclusions. And, since there are now two authors, the
continued use of the first person was needlessly confusing
and has been removed from the first sixteen chapters.

A decision was made to leave the use of the first per-
son in the eight appendices: “Applying Humanitarian Eth-
ics to Moral Problems.” The Theory of Humanitarian Ethics
was one of Jacques Thiroux’s key contributions to the field
of ethics and to this text. It also represents his attempt to
work out and apply a philosophy of life. As such, these ap-
pendices represent the views of Thiroux and his use of the
personal pronoun is usually accompanied by a justification
for his position. Furthermore, because he is working out a
philosophy of life, the frequent use of the personal pronoun
gives the reader insight into “how” Thiroux is approaching
a problem and “how” he is thinking about important issues
which is different than “what” he is thinking.

I express my thanks to all the professors and students
who for over 30 years have used Jacques Thiroux’s text.

It meant a great deal to Jacques that you found this text us-
able and useful in teaching a topic of such importance. It
was a privilege, for me, to be asked aboard as a coauthor for
the ninth edition and I know Jacques was very pleased with
the many new ideas I brought to that edition. I hope to con-
tinue Professor Thiroux’s legacy with many new editions.

Updates to the Edition

The updated 11th edition of Ethics: Theory and Practice is fo-
cused on enhancing the student learning experience. New
features to support student learning include:

* Revised learning objectives placed at the beginning of
each chapter.

¢ Topically appropriate Shared Writing exercises are
found at the end of each chapter.

e Statistics, dates and other facts are updated throughout
the text.

¢ Additional materials were added dealing with health-
care, pornography, and the environment.

¢ Qutdated materials were removed.

REVEL™

Educational technology designed for the way today’s stu-
dents read, think, and learn.

When students are engaged deeply, they learn more
effectively and perform better in their courses. This simple
fact inspired the creation of REVEL: an immersive learn-
ing experience designed for the way today’s students read,
think, and learn. Built in collaboration with educators and
students nationwide, REVEL is the newest, fully digital
way to deliver respected Pearson content.

REVEL enlivens course content with media interac-
tives and assessments—integrated directly within the au-
thors’ narrative—that provide opportunities for students
to read about and practice course material in tandem. This
immersive educational technology boosts student engage-
ment, which leads to better understanding of concepts and
improved performance throughout the course.

Learn more about REVEL http://www.pearsonhigh-
ered.com/revel

Available Instructor Resources

The following resources are available for instructors. These
can be downloaded at http://www.pearsonhighered.com/
irc. Login required.
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PowerPoint—provides a core template of the content cov-
ered throughout the text. Can easily be expanded for cus-
tomization with your course.

Instructor’s Manual—includes an overview, suggestions
for in-class discussions and chapter summary.

Test Bank—includes additional questions beyond the
REVEL in multiple choice, truth and false, and essay
response--formats.

MyTest—an electronic format of the Test Bank to custom-
ize in-class tests or quizzes. Visit: http://www.pearson-
highered.com/mytest.
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Ethics continues to be one of the more important human
endeavors. We must continue debating the issues, allow-
ing for dissent and using the best ethical reasoning we can
muster, to deal with the difficult problems of the twenty-
first century.

Keith W. Krasemann
Professor of Philosophy
and Religious Studies College of DuPage





