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Colonization and the Revolutionary War 
Introduction to the Revolutionary War  

 
As the colonies took root, they grew used to mostly governing themselves. 

Great Britain decided it wanted more control.  It began to force new taxes on the 

colonists.  They wanted to raise money from the goods they were shipping to the 

colonies.  In 1764, the British Parliament passed the Sugar Act to raise the tax on 

sugar.  The next year, the British Parliament passed the Stamp Act.  Colonists 

now had to pay taxes for newspapers, marriage licenses, and all other legal 

documents. 

Many colonists were angered by these taxes. They hadn't agreed to them 

and felt they were illegal and unfair.  Each new tax led to a bigger protest1 by the 

colonists.  Besides taxes, many colonists were also unhappy about some of the 

rules the British were forcing on them.  In 1765, the British Parliament passed the 

Quartering Act.  The act stated that colonists had to agree to give British troops 

food and let them stay in their homes.  Colonists who were unhappy with how the 

British were treating them decided to fight back peacefully. 

In 1765, the Stamp Act Congress met in New York. The Congress was 

made up of representatives from many colonies. The representatives agreed to 

boycott2 British goods until the Stamp Act was repealed3.  That same year, the 

Sons of Liberty, a secret organization of colonists in favor of liberty, was formed. 

Tensions grew between the Colonists and the British.  In 1770, tensions 

erupted with the Boston Massacre.  British troops in Boston found themselves 

confronted by a crowd of angry colonists. The crowd shouted at the troops and 

threw snowballs and other small objects at them.  The soldiers panicked.  One 

soldier started firing his gun.  Then more soldiers fired into the unarmed crowd.  

Five colonists were killed and six were injured.  

The British government was afraid of losing control over the colonies. 

They removed all the taxes on imports to try to make the colonists happy.  They 

                                                 
1
 protest – object strongly and publicly  

2
 boycott – to join together and refuse to by or use a product or service 

3
 repealed – taken back 



allowed, however, one tax to remain in place for tea.  In 1773, Parliament passed 

the Tea Act to help get the East India Company out of financial trouble.  This act 

enabled the British trading company to sell tea in America at a low price.  Even 

with a tax on tea, the British company had a price advantage over American tea 

companies.  The colonists were furious.  They feared East India’s tea would put 

American tea companies out of business.  In Boston, a leader of the resistance 

named Samuel Adams decided to protest.  He spoke to a group of colonists on 

December 16, 1773 at the Old South Church in Boston.  Shortly after he spoke, a 

large group of men boarded British ships and dumped thousands of pounds of 

East India’s tea into the harbor.  Crowds of onlookers gathered to celebrate the 

rebellious1 act.  They nicknamed the event the Boston Tea Party. 

The British responded quickly and harshly.  In 1774, they passed several 

measures known as the Intolerable Acts.  They closed the Boston port and made 

it difficult for the major city to function.  Other colonies, especially Maryland, 

helped Boston survive by sending food and supplies. 

All of these events had two main consequences.  First, they made the 

colonists resent Britain.  Britain’s government seemed far away and out of touch 

with the colonists’ needs.  Many colonists began to think about ruling themselves.  

Second, they helped unite the colonists.  The colonists had come to the New 

World with very different backgrounds and lifestyles.  They were sprawled2 

across the East Coast of this big continent.  But Britain’s acts gave them a single 

purpose and a common cause: justice and liberty.  

 In September 1774, the first meeting of the First Continental Congress 

took place.  Representatives from 12 of the American colonies met to discuss 

how they would unite and defend their rights as men.  Within months the 

Revolutionary War would begin.  Less than two years later, on July 4, 1776, 

America would declare its independence. 

                                                 
1
 rebellious – defying authority, disobedient 

2
 sprawled – spread out all over the place 





















American Revolution: Patriots and Loyalists 

The Revolutionary War split the people of the American colonies into two groups: the 
loyalists and the patriots.  
 
What was a patriot?  
 
Patriots were people who wanted the American colonies to gain their independence from 
Britain. They wanted their own country called the United States.  
 
Why did people become patriots?  
 
People in the Americas felt they weren't being treated fairly by the British. They were being 
taxed without any say or representation in the British government. Soon cries for "liberty" 
were being heard throughout the colonies. The patriots wanted freedom from British rule.  
 
Famous Patriots  
 
There were many famous patriots. Some of them became presidents such as Thomas 
Jefferson who wrote the Declaration of Independence and John Adams. Perhaps the most 
famous patriot at the time was George Washington who led the Continental Army and later 
became the first President of the United States. Other famous patriots included Paul 
Revere, Samuel Adams, Ethan Allen, Patrick Henry, and Ben Franklin. These people are 
often called the Founding Fathers of the United States.  
 
What was a loyalist?  
 
Not everyone who lived in the American colonies wanted to break away from the British. 
There were many people who wanted to stay part of Britain and remain British citizens. 
These people were called loyalists.  
 
Why did some people remain loyal?  
 
Many people felt that their lives would be better off if the colonies remained under British 
rule. Some of these people were simply afraid to go up against the might of the British 
army. Others had business interests in England and knew that English trade was important 
to the economy. Still others thought that British rule would be better than patriot rule.  
 
Famous Loyalists  
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Since the loyalists lost the war, there aren't as many famous loyalists as there are patriots. 
Benedict Arnold was a general in the Continental Army who went to fight for the British. 
Another famous loyalist was Joseph Galloway who was the Pennsylvania delegate to the 
Continental Congress but later worked for the British army. Other famous loyalists include 
Thomas Hutchinson (governor of Massachusetts colony), Andrew Allen, John Butler (leader 
of the loyalists troops Butler's Rangers), and David Mathews (mayor of New York City).  
 
What happened to loyalists during the war?  
 
Life for the loyalists became increasingly difficult during the war. Loyalists who lived in 
areas controlled by the patriots were in constant danger from radical patriots. Many of them 
lost their homes and businesses.  
 
Many loyalists left the country and went back to Britain. Others decided to help the British 
fight the patriots. They either joined the British army or formed their own groups of fighters 
such as the Loyal Greens and the Royal American Regiment.  
 
What happened to the loyalists after the war?  
 
Many loyalists moved to England after the war ended. A lot of them lost their fortunes and 
land that they had built up over years in the Americas. In some cases the British 
government paid them for their loyalty, but it was usually not nearly as much as they had 
lost. The United States government wanted the loyalists to stay. They felt the new country 
could use their skills and education. Few stayed, however.  
 
Interesting Facts About Patriots and Loyalists 

● Other names for patriots included Sons of Liberty, Rebels, Whigs, and Colonials. 
● Other names for loyalists included Tories, Royalists, and the King's Friends. 
● Many loyalists lived in New York City. It was known as the Tory capital of America. 
● Not everyone picked a side. Many people tried to remain neutral so they could avoid 

conflict and the war. 
● Patriot towns created juries of men called "committees of safety". Patriots would 

swear an oath to these men in order to get a pass to travel freely through patriot 
controlled land. 

● Members of the Sons of Liberty wore a medal with a picture of a tree on it. 
 























Overview of the American Revolution 

 

English soldiers search a settler's house (1770s) 

 

In 1763 England won the French and Indian War against France (which had been fought               

mainly in North America), and so the English-speaking settlers on the East Coast could              

stop worrying that they were about to be taken over by France. To pay for that war, the                  

English government began to make the the English-speaking settlers pay more and            

more taxes. This made England a lot of money, but it made the settlers more and more                 

angry. They were especially angry because they couldn't vote or speak for themselves in              

England about these taxes. The settlers said this was "taxation without representation"            

and it was wrong. 

The settlers decided to boycott everything they had been         

buying from English traders - they would not buy their tea,           

clothes, glass, paper, and so on (This is when many Americans           

began to drink coffee). To show that they meant it, in 1773            

they threw a lot of tea on an English ship overboard, into the             

ocean - this is called the "Boston Tea Party." Women proudly           

spun and wove their own cloth, though they had not done it for             

a long time. 
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In 1775, two years later, the first shots were fired in Massachusetts. England and the               

United States were now at war. Some Native American Tribes (The Iroquois and the              

Cherokee) decided to help England with the war because they thought the English would              

stop settlers from moving into their land. About a quarter of the settlers took the side of                 

England too (we call them loyalists). The other three-quarters of settlers were against             

England (we call them patriots). 

George Washington was the commander in chief of the United States' army. At first he               

won, and on July 4th, 1776 the United States government published the Declaration of              

Independence. But then the English government sent lots more men to fight (women             

weren't allowed), and soon the United States was losing the war. 

At this point, Benjamin Franklin went to Paris and succeeded in getting the French king               

to send help. In 1777 the French navy helped send in lots of weapons for the United                 

States army to use. Then Spain and the Netherlands also came in on the side of France.                 

Nobody was on the side of England. Even some English people were on the side of the                 

United States. 

By 1781, the United States (with the help of the French general Lafayette, other French               

soldiers, and lots of French money) had won several big battles. Even when the English               

won, they couldn't get people to support them, or get their navy through to help them.                

So in October the English army surrendered to George Washington and the settlers won.              

That was the end of the Revolutionary War. 

   

George Washington Benjamin Franklin The French general Lafayette 
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