
Somerset Academy Elementary School
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What is FSA? 
FSA:
•Provides information on how well 

students are learning the Florida 
Standards.   

Based on Florida Standards:
•Taught in all Florida schools
•Fully implemented in ELA (English 

Language Arts) and Math in 2014-2015



Who and what is administered?

•3rd: ELA-Reading, Math

•4th: ELA-Writing/Reading, Math

•5th: ELA-Writing/Reading, Math



Sessions, Length and Mode

Grade Subject Session 
Length

Number of 
Sessions

Mode

3 ELA 80 
minutes

2
(56-60 
items)

Paper-
Based

3 Math 80 
minutes

2 Paper-
Based



Sessions, Length and Mode
Grade Subject Session 

Length
Number of 
Sessions

Mode

4 Writing 120 (90+30) 
minutes

1
(Opinion or 
Informative/Expla
natory

Handscored
Paper-Based

4 ELA 80 minutes 2
(56-60 items)

Computer-
Based

4 Math 80 minutes 2 Paper-Based



Sessions, Length and Mode

Grade Subject Session 
Length

Number of 
Sessions

Mode

5 Writing 120 (90+30) 
minutes

1
(Opinion or 
Informative/
Explanatory

Handscored
Paper-
Based

5 ELA 80 minutes 2
(56-60 
items)

Computer-
Based

5 Math 80 minutes 2 Computer-
B d



3rd Grade ELA Test Design



4th Grade ELA Test Design 



5th Grade ELA Test Design



FSA Types of Questions

•Traditional multiple choice

•Items that require students t0 
type or write responses

•Technology-enhanced items



Response Mechanisms

• Multi-Select: More than one answer 
should be chosen

• Two part questions:  Part A and Part B 
which includes questions pertaining to 
the same topic.

• Open Response: 1-2 sentences (Just 
enough to answer the question and 
support it from the text)

• Hot (selectable) Text: Highlights the 
options of words, phrases or sentences



More Type of Questions
•Graphic Response: Selecting 

words, phrases, or images and 
dragging into an organizer

•Multimedia: Audio, clips, 
slideshows, or animations. 

•Editing Task Choice: Student clicks 
a highlighted part which reveals a 
drop-down menu containing 
options to correct an error. 



FSA Testing Dates
PAPER BASED TESTS
• Tuesday, March 1 – FSA Write (4th and 5th Grade) Make-ups will 

be given only  through March 3rd.
• Tuesday, March 29th – ELA Session 1 (3rd Grade)
• Wednesday, March 30th – ELA Session 2 (3rd Grade)
• Thursday, March 31st – MATH Session 1 (3rd & 4th Grade)
• Friday, April 1 – MATH Session 2 (3rd & 4th Grade)
• Tuesday, April 12 – FCAT Science Session 1 (5th Grade)
• Wednesday, April 13 – FCAT Science Session 2 (5th Grade)
COMPUTER BASED TESTS
• April 11 – May 6th – ELA Sessions 1 & 2 (4th Grade) – 2 Separate 

Sessions over 2 Days
• April 14th – May 6th – ELA & MATH ( 5th Grade) – 2 Separate 

Sessions over 2 Days
•



FSA Writing Component 
•March 1st – 4th and 5th grade  
•Paper  -Based
•1 planning sheet and 

3 single sheets for final Essay
•Included as part of the ELA score
•It is administered earlier to allow

time for handscoring.
•10 point Rubric for Opinion and 

Informative/Explanatory Writing
• http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/OpinionlRubric4-5_Final1.pdf

• http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/InformationalRubric4-5_Final1.pdf

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/OpinionlRubric4-5_Final1.pdf
http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/InformationalRubric4-5_Final1.pdf


Planning Sheet



Writing Response Page 
Template (total of 3)



What About Science?
April 12, 2016 FCAT Science 

Session  1
5th Grade

April 13, 2016 FCAT Science 
Session 2

5th Grade



Example Question Math FSA



Example Question Math 
FSA



3rd Grade Passage Sample



Graphic Response Sample 



Graphic Response Sample 

Place the characteristics that describe the 
narrator, Cassie, or both in the diagram in 
the correct locations.

•  Sure

•  Reflective

•  Adventurous

•  Cautious

•  Determined

•  Biology career

•  Careless about friendship

•  Impressed by the ocean

•  **Not all words need to be used!



Editing Task Sample



Multi-Select Sample 



Multi-Select Sample 



Two-Part Multiple Choice Sample



Two Part Question Sample
Part 1: Which theme do the texts have in common?
• A) Unwavering devotion
• B) Loneliness
• C) Friendship
• D) Isolation
Part 2: How do the texts treat this theme similarly?
• Type your answer in the space provided



Two-Part Text
Sample



Open Response Sample



FSA Practice Test for 3rd -5th

Students will take the practice Florida 
Standards Assessment test on Thursday 
February 25th to become familiar with the 
system, functionality, and the different 
response instructions.

For more practice:

http://fsassessments.org/training-tests

http://fsassessments.org/training-tests


Common Questions



How will we know how students 
performed? 

•Scores are expected to be released in 
June 2016

•Parents will receive a paper score report 
including an overall score for each 
subject, an achievement level, a 
percentile rank for comparison to other 
similar students in Florida and more 
specific content area scores.  



Can my child discuss the test? 
• Excerpt from FSA website---Because the content of 

statewide assessments is secure, students are asked not 
to talk about the test questions, passages, or their 
responses. Students are asked to sign a Testing Rules 
Acknowledgement, which states: “Because the content in 
all statewide assessments is secure, you may not reveal 
details about the writing prompt or passages to anyone. 
This includes any type of electronic communication, such 
as texting, emailing, or posting online, for example, on 
websites like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.” While 
students may not share information about secure test 
content after testing, this policy is not intended to 
prevent students from discussing their testing 
experiences with their parents and families.



FSA Scale Scores



Achievement Levels

•Achievement Levels that range 
from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). 
Level 3 indicates satisfactory 
performance. 



Promotion Criteria
• 3rd Grade: (Mandatory retention year) FSA, 

Portfolio , alternative district approved 
assessment, Summer Camp 

• 4th Grade: FSA, alternative district approved 
assessment

• 5th Grade: FSA, alternative district approved 
assessment





FSA Assessments Website 

http://fsassessments.org



Parent Tips







Thank you for your support 
and for joining us today!
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