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By MARK HEIMAN
SPECIAL TO THE BLADE

TIFFIN — Jeromesville Hills-
dale’s fans were rocking and sway-
ing with playoff fever at Tiffi n’s 
Frost-Kalnow Stadium 30 minutes 
before  last night’s Division V foot-
ball regional semifi nal.

The dancing didn’t last long 
as top-ranked Patrick Henry 
marched right down the fi eld on 
its fi rst possession and rolled to 
an easy 42-19 victory over Hills-
dale, which was making its fi rst 
foray into the postseason. The win 
puts the Patriots into their third 
straight regional fi nal next Friday 
against Tinora, a 24-14 winner 
over Lima Central Catholic, at a 
site to be determined.

Patrick Henry (12-0) scored 
on its fi rst possession, a Justin 
Buenger 37-yard run, for the 10th 

time in 12 games and for the 21st 
time in 25 games over the past two 
years.

“It puts a tone to the game,” said 
PH quarterback Luke George, who 
ran for 121 yards and threw for 116 
on 7-of-9 passing. 

“When we go down and pound 
on teams, it makes us think we 
are better and that we are going to 
win. When [an opponent] comes 
out with all that energy and then 
a team scores, it has to defl ate a 
team a little bit.”

The Patriots’ offense didn’t slow 
as it scored on its next four pos-
session. Luke George hooked up 
with Aaron George on an 8-yard 
scoring strike, Buenger went in 
from one and 14 yards out and 

Luke George ran 14 yards for a 
score. That gave the Patriots a 35-0 
lead well before halftime.

“In any playoff game, you are 
able to get that confi dence [when 
you score fi rst],” Patrick Henry 
coach Bill Inselmann said. “But the 
nice thing is we were able to follow 
it with some scores behind it. That 
may have gotten [Hillsdale] out of 
its game plan a little bit.”

Buenger had 156 yards rushing 
to give him the school single-sea-
son and career rushing record. He 
unoffi cially has 1,729 on the year 

and 3,523 for his career.
“We went back to our misdirec-

tion, and Justin was just running 
all over the place,” said Luke 
George, who scored the Patriots’ 
fi nal TD on a six-yard run.

While the Patriots were scor-
ing at will, Hillsdale’s offense was 
bogged down by PH. Falcons’ 
quarterback Dylan Kingan came 
in with 1,494 yards on the year, 
but tossed four interceptions, two 
by Luke George. Kingan ended up 
with 139 yards on 10-of-23 pass-
ing, but 72 yards came on the fi nal 
three plays against the Patriots’ 
second-team defense.

“We thought we could get 
pressure on them in the passing 
game,” Inselmann said. “We were 

concerned about matching up 
with their receivers.

“But you can’t throw when you 
are on your back and that was 
what we preached all week. We 
used quickness and we overload-
ed them.”

Hillsdale fi nished with 231 total 
yards, but 156 came against the 
second team. 

The Falcons (9-2) scored all 
of their points in the fi nal 6:48 
as Jordan Haas went 43 yards 
for a score, Josh Barr returned a 
blocked punt 42 yards for a TD 
and Kingan tossed a 46-yard dou-
ble reverse pass to Justin Huber as 
time expired.

That again had Hillsdale’s fans 
rocking and swaying at the game’s 
conclusion.

But it was way too late and way 
too little.

Patrick Henry rolls over Hillsdale
Patriots advance to third straight regional final

Division V regional semifi nal
Patrick Henry ...................... 42
Jeromesville Hillsdale......... 19

Heights’ win.
“We didn’t tackle well, and we 

didn’t run the ball well,” Central 
coach Greg Dempsey said. “Those 
were two key points when you 
play a [speedy] team like this. We 
just we weren’t able to get it done. 
It wasn’t out of a lack of effort, it 
just wasn’t meant to be tonight.

The Mustangs (10-2) will meet 
fi fth-ranked St. Francis de Sales in 
Friday’s regional fi nal at a site to 
be determined. The Knights (11-1) 
advanced in thrilling fashion with 
a last-second fi eld goal for a 13-10 
win over Avon Lake last night .

When Washington wasn’t beat-
ing Central with his legs (18 car-
ries, 114 yards, two touchdowns), 
he was picking apart the Irish 
with his arm, completing  20-of-25 
passes  for 171 yards and a  score.

“We saw a lot of man cover-
age, and we knew their athletes 
couldn’t check our athletes, so we 
took that to our advantage,” Wash-
ington said.   

Washington was well comple-
mented by the 185 yards Mustang 
running back Devonte Ransom 
picked up on 19 carries.

The Mustangs revealed their su-
perior speed to the Irish from their 
fi rst play, when Ransom broke off 
a 24-yard run after Kyle Burkhardt 
had given Central a 3-0 lead on a 
36-yard fi eld goal.

By halftime, Ransom had added 
another 150 rushing yards, part 
of Maple Heights’ overwhelming 
322-139 fi rst-half advantage in to-
tal offense, which included a 17-4 
edge in fi rst downs.

Maple Heights took the lead 
for good 3:34 into the game when 
Ransom broke two tackles on a 
13-yard TD run.

Following a Central punt, Ran-
som’s 47-yard run was the big play 
on an 82-yard scoring drive th at 
closed on  Washington’s 14-yard 
TD scamper  with 4:40 left in the 
half for a 13-3 lead.

“He’s a little magician isn’t he?” 
Dempsey said of Washington. 
“He’s a very good player. We put 
some hits on him, but it never 
slowed him down. He’s a great 
player. ”

The Irish used some trickery to 
pull within three points before the 
end of the fi rst quarter.

On third-and-12 from his 34, 
Central’s  Walender found Nate 
Hobbs for 29 yards to extend the 
drive.  Then, on 3-and-14 from 
the Mustangs’ 41, Walender hit 
Matt Cochell 21 yards downfi eld 
on a hook-and-lateral play. Co-
chell fl ipped the ball back to Josh 
Stump, who bolted down the left 
side  to the Maple Heights 1.

Running back Calebb Goings, 
who was otherwise stymied in the 

game (11 carries, 20 yards) took it 
in on the next play with 1:55 left in 
the fi rst.

“They game-planned pretty 
well,” Goings said. “They were 
prepared for us and tonight they 
were the better team. ”

After the Irish dodged trouble 
by halting Washington for a four-
yard loss on a fourth-and-4 play 
from the Central 8, the Mustangs 
capitalized on the only turnover of 
the fi rst half.

Ian Hill intercepted Walender 
(13-of-30, 174 yards, 20 rushing 
yards) at the Irish 34 and, two 
plays later, Washington found An-
dre Stubbs over the middle inside 
the 15. Stubbs broke two tackles to 
complete the 28-yard TD hookup 
for  a 19-10 halftime lead.

“They were fast and agile,” Irish 
senior linebacker Jake Henderson 
said. “Everybody tried to break 
down [the blocking] and get the 
tackle, but man they’re quick.  ”

Central had some chances after 
halftime, including a golden op-
portunity after Stubbs muffed a 
punt on his 8 and Irish defender 
Divelle Costen recovered  just 2:23 
after the break.

But the Irish ultimately settled 
for Burkhardt’s 20-yard fi eld goal, 
his 15th  of the season.

Contact Steve Junga at:
sjunga@theblade.com

or 419-724-6461.

Playoffs
Regional semifi nals 

Division I
All Games at 7 tonight

Unless Otherwise Noted 
Region 1 

1 Cleveland St. Ignatius (11-0) vs. 5 Cleveland Glen-
ville (10-1), Lakewood Stadium 

2 Solon (11-0) vs. 3 Mayfi eld (10-1), Parma Byers 
Field 

Region 2 
8 Canton McKinley (7-4) vs. 4 Canton GlenOak (9-2), 

Massillon Paul Brown Tiger Stadium (1:00 p.m.) 
2 Twinsburg (10-1) vs. 3 Massillon Washington (8-3), 

Canton Fawcett Stadium 
Region 3 

1 Dublin Coffman (11-0) vs. 4 Westerville South (9-2), 
Upper Arlington Marv Moorehead Memorial Stadium 

2 Hilliard Davidson (9-1) vs. 3 Pickerington Central 
(10-1), Gahanna Lincoln Stadium 

Region 4 
1 Cincinnati St. Xavier (9-2) vs. 4 Cincinnati Elder (8-

2), Nippert Stadium (5:30 p.m.) 
7 Middletown (10-1) vs. 3 Cincinnati Anderson (11-0), 

Nippert Stadium (2:30 p.m.) 

Division II 
Region 5

Ashland 19, Warren Howland 14
Mentor Lake Cath. 31, Canfi eld 24

Region 6
Maple Hts. 27, Central Catholic 13
St. Francis 13, Avon Lake 10

Region 7
Cols. Brookhaven 21, Logan 10
Cols. Marion-Franklin 36, Lewis Center Olentangy 

Orange 25
Region 8

Cin. Winton Woods 40, New Carlisle Tecumseh 7
Trotwood-Madison 43, Cin. Turpin 7

Division III 
Region 09

Poland Seminary 10, Akr. Hoban 7
Youngs. Mooney 55, Hubbard 0

Region 10
Cols. DeSales 54, Tipp City Tippecanoe 14
Cols. Watterson 6, Napoleon 3

Region 11
Dover 28, Canal Fulton Northwest 21, OT
Steubenville 34, Salem 10

Region 12
Semifi nal

Cin. Wyoming 14, Monroe 7
Spring. Shawnee 21, Circleville Logan Elm 14

Division IV
All Games at 7 tonight

Unless Otherwise Noted 
Region 13 

1 Chagrin Falls (11-0) vs. 5 Cortland Lakeview (8-3), 
Aurora Veterans Stadium 

2 Girard (11-0) vs. 6 Peninsula Woodridge (9-2), 
Uniontown Lake Blue Streak Stadium 

Region 14 
8 Eastwood (9-2) vs. 5 Ottawa-Glandorf (9-2), Findlay 

Donnell Stadium.
2 Genoa (11-0) vs. 3 Orrville (8-3), Ashland Com-

munity Stadium 
Region 15 

1 Amanda-Clearcreek (11-0) vs. 5 Coshocton (9-2), 
Zanesville Sulsberger Memorial Stadium 

2 Ironton (9-2) vs. 3 Heath (9-2), Nelsonville-York 
Boston Stadium 

Region 16 
1 Clarksville Clinton-Massie (11-0) vs. 4 Kenton (10-1), 

Troy Memorial Stadium 
2 Kettering Archbishop Alter (11-0) vs. 6 Carlisle (9-2), 

Monroe Stadium 

Division V
Region 17

Cuyahoga Hts. 35, Gates Mills Hawken 20
Youngs. Ursuline 48, Columbiana Crestview 14

Region 18
Defi ance Tinora 24, Lima Cent. Cath. 14
Patrick Henry 42, Jeromesville Hillsdale 19

 Region 19
Fredericktown 15, Wheelersburg 14
W. Lafayette Ridgewood 20, Oak Hill 12

Region 20
Coldwater 28, Anna 21, OT
St. Henry 42, W. Liberty-Salem 14

Region 21
Norwalk St. Paul 48, Mogadore 7

Division VI 
All Games at 7 tonight

Unless Otherwise Noted 
Region 21 

8 Hopewell-Loudon (9-2) vs. 4 Bucyrus Wynford (11-
0), Tiffi n Frost-Kalnow Stadium 

Region 22 
1 Delphos St. John’s (11-0) vs. 4 Leipsic (10-1), Lima 

Senior Stadium 
2 Ada (11-0) vs. 3 Carey (10-1), Findlay Donnell Sta-

dium (1:00 p.m.) 
Region 23 

1 Malvern (10-1) vs. 4 Bridgeport (10-1), Steubenville 
Harding Stadium 

7 Shadyside (6-5) vs. 6 Grove City Christian (10-1), 
Zanesville Sulsberger Memorial Stadium (1:00 p.m.) 

Region 24 
8 Covington (8-3) vs. 5 Maria Stein Marion Local (6-5), 

Kettering Fairmont Rousch Stadium 
7 Fort Loramie (9-2) vs. 6 South Charleston South-

eastern (9-2), Dayton Welcome Stadium

Division II 

Maple Heights 13 6 0 8 -- 27
Central Catholic 10 0 3 0 -- 13

CC-Burkhardt 36 FG
MH-Ransom 13 run (Trammell kick)
MH-Washington 14 run (kick failed)
CC-Goings 1 run (Burkhardt kick)
MH-Stubbs 28 pass from Washington (pass failed)
CC-Burkhardt 20 FG
MH-Safety: Walender fell in end zone.
MH-Washington 17 run (pass failed)

St. Francis 0 0 3 10 - 13
Avon Lake 7 3 0 0 - 10

AL-Mansnerus 35 run (Brill kick)
AL-Brill 30 FG
SF-Dyer 38 FG
SF-Loy 30 interception return (Brill kick)
SF-Dyer 35 FG

Division III

Napoleon 3 0 0 0 - 3
Columbus Watterson 0 6 0 0 - 6

N – Detmer 42 FG
CBW – Elberson 24 pass from Hock (kick failed)

Division V

Hillsdale 0 0 0 19 - 19
Patrick Henry 21 14 0 7 - 42

PH – Buenger 37 run (Creager kick)
PH – A. George 8 pass from L. George (Creager kick)
PH – Buenger 1 run (Creager kick)
PH – L. George 14 (Creager kick)
PH – Buenger 3 run (Creager kick)
PH – L. George 6 run (Creager kick)
H – Haas 43 run (Oellerich kick)
H – Barr 42 punt block return (kick failed)
H – Huber 46 pass from Kingan (no attempt)

Central Catholic’s Delroy Chance stops Devonte Ransom of Maple Heights in last night’s Division II playoff second-round game.

THE BLADE/JEREMY WADSWORTH

Luc Meacham of Central Catholic tries to get around John Welcome of Maple Heights in last night’s 
Division II playoff game.
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Central Catholic’s Nate Hobbs makes a catch against Andre 
Stubbs of Maple Heights in last night’s game at Huron.
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