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The Week of April 29, 2019

THE WEEK AHEAD

 

Kelvin Droegemeier addressing the AAAS annual meeting on Feb. 15. 

(Image credit – OSTP)

Droegemeier to Deliver Keynote at AAAS Policy Forum
The American Association for the Advancement of Science is holding its annual Forum on Science and Technology

Policy this week at its headquarters in Washington, D.C. White House Office of Science and Technology Policy

Director Kelvin Droegemeier will address the forum on Thursday, resuming the tradition of the president’s science

advisor delivering remarks there after a two-year hiatus. He is likely to elaborate on his principles for promoting

innovation, which he first discussed at the AAAS annual meeting in February. Among the other speakers are former

Department of Energy Office of Science Director Cherry Murray, who will discuss “how to maintain a healthy

science ecosystem”, and former Intelligence Advanced Research Projects Activity Director Jason Matheny, who will

participate in a session on “China S&T and effects on U.S. research.” Former Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will

deliver a free evening lecture on the “Green Real Deal,” a concept he has recently proposed as a more pragmatic

way to address climate change than the “Green New Deal” approach backed by several prominent Democrats.

Space Studies Board Holding Spring Meeting

https://www.aaas.org/page/forum-science-technology-policy
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/03/playing-no-trump-aaas-policy-forum
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/america-leading-world-science-technology/
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2019/droegemeier-outlines-agenda-first-speech-ostp-director
https://www.aaas.org/events/2019-william-d-carey-lecture-dr-ernest-j-moniz
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-04-16/ernest-moniz-offers-a-green-real-deal-video
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The National Academies Space Studies Board is convening this week for a joint meeting with the Aeronautics and

Space Engineering Board. A session Tuesday on “U.S. space organization, technology, and national security” will

include presentations from White House Office of Science and Technology Policy Director Kelvin Droegemeier,

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine, and Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering Mike Griffin.

Wednesday’s sessions will focus on NASA’s science activities and will include a panel discussion on the agency’s

ongoing efforts to intertwine lunar science and human exploration activities. This will be the first meeting of the

Space Studies Board helmed by its new chair, UCLA planetary scientist Margaret Kivelson. (Update: Bridenstine are

Griffin no longer listed as speakers on the agenda.)

Bridenstine Returns to the Hill for Budget Hearing
On Wednesday, NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine is scheduled to testify before the Senate Appropriations

Committee on the agency’s budget request for fiscal year 2020. The proposal is currently in flux as NASA plans to

submit a supplementary request to Congress in response to Vice President Mike Pence’s directive that the agency

return humans to the Moon by 2024, four years earlier than the previous target. At a House Science Committee

hearing on April 2, Bridenstine had said he was hoping to submit the budget amendment by mid-month. Speaking

to a SpaceNews reporter after an event Monday morning, he indicated it is still not ready.

Science Committee to Review NOAA Budget Request
The House Science Committee is holding a hearing Tuesday on the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration’s budget request for fiscal year 2020. Acting NOAA Administrator Neil Jacobs will testify on the

proposal, which would nearly halve funding for the agency’s main research office. The cuts are certain to receive a

chilly reception from Committee Chair Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), who criticized them as “draconian” in a letter

to the House Appropriations Committee. Members may also ask about NOAA’s progress in implementing the

Weather Research Forecasting and Innovation Act, which the committee played an integral role in crafting. Beneath

the topline cuts, NOAA is requesting funding increases for particular programs that respond to the act, including

$15 million for a new Earth Prediction Innovation Center that aims to overhaul the agency’s approach to developing

weather models.

Hearings to Highlight Benefits of Nuclear Energy Leadership
There will be two congressional hearings this week focused on ways to boost the domestic nuclear power sector.

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee is convening Tuesday to receive testimony on the Nuclear

Energy Leadership Act, a bipartisan bill that would direct the Department of Energy to undertake several advanced

reactor demonstration projects and support development of a domestic supply of high-assay low-enriched

uranium fuel. Idaho National Laboratory Director Mark Peters will be among the witnesses. The hearing is part of a

larger push the committee is making to promote energy innovation. On Friday, the House Science Committee is

holding a field hearing in Shippingport, Pennsylvania, to discuss the economic and national security benefits of

nuclear energy. Shippingport was the site of the first commercial nuclear power reactor in the U.S. and is currently

represented by Rep. Conor Lamb (D-PA), who chairs the Energy Subcommittee.

Manufacturing, Energy, and Oceans Bills Set for Science Committee Vote
The House Science Committee is meeting Wednesday to consider a set of bipartisan bills:

The American Manufacturing Leadership Act, which would direct the Department of Energy to produce a
national plan for smart manufacturing technology development and help small to medium-size

https://www8.nationalacademies.org/pa/eventview.aspx?key=48
https://spacepolicyonline.com/news/kivelson-succeeds-harrison-as-chair-of-space-studies-board/
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/appropriations-schedule-for-the-week-of-april-29-2019
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2019/fy20-budget-request-nasa
https://www.aip.org/fyi/fyi-this-week/week-april-1-2019#crewed-lunar-landing-2024
https://science.house.gov/hearings/a-review-of-the-nasa-fy2020-budget-request
https://twitter.com/jeff_foust/status/1122864081579458562
https://science.house.gov/hearings/a-review-of-the-noaa-fiscal-year-2020-budget-request
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2019/fy20-budget-request-national-oceanic-and-atmospheric-administration
https://science.house.gov/imo/media/doc/4.1.19%20Lowey%20approps%20CJS%20Letter.pdf
https://www.aip.org/fyi/federal-science-bill-tracker/115th/weather-research-and-forecasting-innovation-act
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2019/04/23/trump-administration-has-epic-plan-develop-worlds-smartest-weather-forecasting-model/?utm_term=.b51954c0a16a
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=588FE47B-C329-42B9-968F-B7B8708E32EA
https://www.aip.org/fyi/federal-science-bill-tracker/116th/nuclear-energy-leadership-act
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2019/senate-energy-innovation-push-gains-steam
https://science.house.gov/hearings/field-hearing-how-the-domestic-nuclear-industry-boosts-local-economies-curbs-emissions-and-strengthens-national-security
https://www.asme.org/about-asme/who-we-are/engineering-history/landmarks/47-shippingport-nuclear-power-station
https://science.house.gov/markups/full-committee-markup-of-hr-34
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1633/
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manufacturers leverage the department’s high performance computing resources;

The Energy and Water Research Integration Act, which would direct DOE to “integrate water considerations”
into its R&D programs, such as water use efficiency and climate impacts on water availability; and

Four ocean acidification research bills: the Coastal and Ocean Acidification Stressors and Threats (COAST)
Research Act, the Coastal Communities Ocean Acidification Act, the Ocean Acidification Innovation Act, and
the National Estuaries and Acidification Research (NEAR) Act.

Solar Geoengineering Study Begins
A National Academies study committee tasked with developing a research agenda and governance approaches for

solar geoengineering is holding its kickoff meeting on Tuesday. The committee will focus on strategies such as

marine cloud brightening, stratospheric aerosol injection, and cirrus cloud modification, building on a 2015 report

on solar geoengineering chaired by Marcia McNutt, who is now president of the National Academy of Sciences. In a

press release announcing the study in 2018, McNutt said, “Although climate-intervention strategies are not a

substitute for actions to limit emissions of greenhouse gases, some of these interventions, such as sunlight

reflection, may need to be considered in the future, but first we need to study them more carefully and determine

how best to govern field experiments.” The study is funded by several private foundations and the final report is

expected in the first half of 2020.

NSF Math and Physical Sciences Advisory Panel to Meet
The advisory committee for the National Science Foundation’s Mathematical and Physical Sciences Directorate is

meeting on Thursday and Friday at NSF’s headquarters. The meeting includes a special joint session with NSF’s

Office of Polar Programs Advisory Committee that will feature discussions of the Astro2020 decadal survey and

how the IceCube neutrino observatory at the South Pole contributes to NSF’s Windows on the Universe Big Idea.

Other agenda items include discussion of the National Academies’ latest decadal survey for materials research, the

effect of team size on “translational vs. transformative” research, spectrum management, and the recently issued

program solicitation for “Quantum Leap Challenge Institutes.”

Aspen Institute Starting Up Science and Society Program
The Aspen Institute, a nonprofit think tank, is holding a launch event Wednesday for its new Science and Society

Program, which seeks to “raise awareness and inform targeted audiences about present-day challenges at the

intersection of science and our national community.” The event will feature a talk by the program’s chair, Mike

Lubell, on his new book on science and technology policy, which is informed by his experiences as the former

director of public affairs for the American Physical Society.

Carbon Monitoring Instrument Set for Launch
NASA’s Orbiting Carbon Observatory (OCO-3) is scheduled to launch from Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday

to be installed on the International Space Station. The instrument will provide higher-resolution measurements of

atmospheric carbon dioxide over high-carbon regions such as the Amazon rainforest than its predecessor, OCO-2, a

polar-orbiting satellite. The Trump administration had twice proposed canceling the three-year mission as part of

proposed budget cuts to NASA’s Earth Science Division. The cost of OCO-3 is about $100 million and is funded

through the Earth Science Pathfinder Program.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

https://www.aip.org/fyi/federal-science-bill-tracker/116th/energy-and-water-research-integration-act
https://www.aip.org/fyi/federal-science-bill-tracker/116th/coast-research-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1716
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1921
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/988
https://www8.nationalacademies.org/pa/projectview.aspx?key=51415
http://dels.nas.edu/resources/static-assets/basc/agenda/basc-rs-open-agenda.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/18988/climate-intervention-reflecting-sunlight-to-cool-earth
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=10162018
https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=298160
https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/opp_advisory/meeting_docs/may2019/Spring%202019%20AC-OPP%20Agenda.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/universe.jsp
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25244/frontiers-of-materials-research-a-decadal-survey
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2019/nsf19559/nsf19559.pdf
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/events/book-talk-with-michael-lubell/
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/science-society/
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-to-broadcast-next-space-station-resupply-launch-prelaunch-activities-0
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2019/fy20-budget-request-nasa#NASA-OCO-3-budget
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NNSA Administrator Lisa Gordon Hagerty was asked about the JASON contract termination at a hearing earlier this

month. NNSA has since stepped in to pick up the contract from the Department of Defense.

(Image credit – House Armed Services Committee)

NNSA Moves to Take Over JASON Contract
Last week, the Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration indicated its intent to take over the

contract for JASON through the beginning of next year. JASON is a group of elite scientists that conducts summer

studies of technical, often highly classified subjects of interest to defense and civilian agencies. The Department of

Defense, which sponsored JASON since its foundation in 1960, discontinued the group’s standing contract last

month. In explaining the decision to pick up the JASON contract, NNSA cited the role the group’s assessments have

played in sustaining the nation’s nuclear stockpile and preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

OMB Revises Information Quality Act Requirements
The White House Office of Management and Budget issued a memorandum to federal agencies last week updating

implementation guidance for the Information Quality Act, which establishes requirements for scientific data and

other information that federal agencies present to the public. The memo states agencies should revisit their

procedures for identifying “influential information,” which is subject to stronger controls under the act. It also

stresses that scientific information be peer reviewed and underlying data and computer code be made available

where possible so as to permit reproduction of analyses by others. The memo stipulates that agencies should

respond to requests for correction within 120 days and share draft responses with OMB. Previous administrations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I96ebSL5mBM&feature=youtu.be&t=2418
https://www.aip.org/sites/default/files/aipcorp/images/fyi/pdf/nnsa-sole-source-contract-for-jason.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/25/717225118/after-pentagon-ends-contract-top-secret-scientists-group-vows-to-carry-on
https://www.defensenews.com/smr/nuclear-arsenal/2019/04/25/nuclear-weapons-agency-moves-to-save-jason-advisory-group/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/M-19-15.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/RL32532.pdf
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have also supported strengthening information quality standards, but critics fear the updated guidance will provide

new means for bad-faith challenges to be made to the scientific basis of regulatory decisions.

Space Council Official Details Lunar Science Plans
Speaking at a symposium convened by the Universities Space Research Association on April 23, National Space

Council Executive Secretary Scott Pace outlined how scientific missions will be incorporated into NASA’s campaign

to establish a sustained human presence on the Moon. Pace said that while research opportunities are only one of

many reasons motivating the return to the lunar surface, “we want to make sure that what science we do there is in

fact driven by the community assessments and their priorities.” In the near term, he said the scientific community

will play an integral role in characterizing resources such as water ice at the south pole, the planned location for a

“Lunar Field Station.” He said the station would function analogously to the National Science Foundation’s

McMurdo base in Antarctica, which serves a staging point for research activities across the continent, and could

support research in fields ranging from astrophysics and planetary geology to materials science.

NIST Finalizes Technology Transfer Policy ‘Findings’
The National Institute of Standards and Technology released a report last week detailing fifteen areas in which the

agency identified opportunities for improving the commercialization of federally funded research. Produced

through NIST’s “Return on Investment” initiative, the report is structured around five main strategies for improving

technology transfer: reforming regulatory and administrative policies, increasing private sector engagement,

building a more entrepreneurial workforce within the federal government, improving intellectual property

reporting tools, and benchmarking global S&T trends. One notable change between the final report and the initial

draft released late last year is that the fifteen items are referred to as “findings based on input from stakeholders”

rather than “intended actions.” One item that has attracted particular attention is the report’s call for clarifying the

scope of the government’s authority to exercise “march-in rights” on patents. Some groups have advocated for the

government to invoke such rights to control drug prices, while others have argued that such a move would

discourage investments in research.

Study Finds Most US Women Physics Students Experience Harassment
Nearly three quarters of women in U.S. physics undergraduate degree programs report experiencing some form of

sexual harassment, according to a study published last week in a physics education research journal. The

researchers used survey responses from 471 students who attended a conference for undergraduate women in

physics. The authors found that experiencing some form of sexual harassment, ranging from unwanted sexual

attention to gender-based discrimination, “correlated to a negative sense of belonging and an exacerbated sense of

the imposter phenomenon.” In the concluding section of the paper, they write, “Our findings of the pervasiveness

of sexist gender harassment and its significant effect on sense of belonging for female undergraduate physicists

should be a wakeup call for all physicists who believe that participation in science should be meritorious.”

EVENTS THIS WEEK

All times are Eastern Daylight Time and all congressional hearings are webcast, unless otherwise noted. Listings do

not imply endorsement.

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/25042019/trump-omb-secret-science-policy-memo-pollution-health-studies-heritage-foundation-vought
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVnBxWKJAcw
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2019/04/nist-releases-findings-increasing-innovation-impacts-federally-funded-rd
https://www.aip.org/fyi/2018/nist-proposes-overhaul-federal-technology-transfer-policies
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/a-rare-deterrent-to-limitless-drug-price-increases-may-die-under-trump/2019/04/17/7578e5e0-5bcd-11e9-a00e-050dc7b82693_story.html
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44597.pdf
https://journals.aps.org/prper/pdf/10.1103/PhysRevPhysEducRes.15.010121
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Monday, April 29
 
NAS: 156th Annual Meeting (continues Tuesday)
National Academy of Sciences headquarters (2101 Constitution Ave. NW, DC)
Webcast available for some sessions
 
AMS: “New Minds for New Science: The Forecast for Work in Weather, Water, and Climate” (continues
Wednesday)
AAAS building (1200 New York Ave. NW, DC)
 
International Academy of Astronautics: Planetary Defense Conference (continues through Friday)
Hotel at the University of Maryland (College Park, MD)
Webcast available
 
PIIE: "Jump-Starting America: How Breakthrough Science Can Revive Economic Growth and the American
Dream"
12:15 - 1:30 pm, Webcast available

Tuesday, April 30
 
National Academies: Space Studies Board spring meeting (continues through Thursday)
Keck Center (500 5th St. NW, DC)
Webcast available
 
NASA: Technology, Innovation, and Engineering Advisory Committee meeting
8:00 am - 5:00 pm, NASA headquarters (300 E St. SW, DC)
Webcast available
 
NIST: Earthquake Hazards Reduction Advisory Committee meeting (continues Wednesday)
8:30 am - 5:00 pm MDT, Tue; 8:30 am - 2:15 pm MDT, Wed
NIST Building 81 (Boulder, CO)
Webcast available
 
Commerce Department: Sensors and Instrumentation Technical Advisory Committee meeting
9:30 am, Herbert Hoover building (1401 Constitution Ave. NW, DC)
 
House: "Solving the Climate Crisis: Drawing Down Carbon and Building Up the American Economy"
10:00 am, Climate Crisis Committee (2247 Rayburn Office Building)
 
House: "No Road Map, No Destination, No Justification: The Implementation and Impacts of the Reorganization
of the Interior Department"
10:00 am, Natural Resources Committee (1324 Longworth Office Building) 
 
House: "Public Lands and our Clean Energy Future"
10:00 am, Natural Resources Committee (1334 Longworth Office Building)
 
House: NOAA budget request hearing
10:00 am, Science Committee (2318 Rayburn Office Building)

http://www.nasonline.org/about-nas/events/annual-meeting/schedule-at-a-glance.html
https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/policy/studies-analysis/new-minds-for-new-science-the-forecast-for-work-in-weather-water-and-climate/
http://pdc.iaaweb.org/
https://piie.com/events/jump-starting-america
https://www8.nationalacademies.org/pa/eventview.aspx?key=48
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/april_2019_tie_agenda.pdf
https://nehrp.gov/pdf/30April_1May_ACEHR_Agenda.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/01/2019-06240/sensors-and-instrumentation-technical-advisory-committee-notice-of-partially-closed-meeting
https://climatecrisis.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/solving-climate-crisis-drawing-down-carbon-and-building-american-economy
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/no-road-map-no-destination-no-justification-the-implementation-and-impacts-of-the-reorganization-of-the-department-of-the-interior
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/public-lands-and-our-clean-energy-future
https://science.house.gov/hearings/a-review-of-the-noaa-fiscal-year-2020-budget-request
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Senate: Hearing on the Nuclear Energy Leadership Act
10:00 am, Energy and Natural Resources Committee (366 Dirksen Office Building)
 
House: DOD budget request hearing
10:00 am, Appropriations Committee (2359 Rayburn Office Building)
 
National Academies: “Developing a Research Agenda and Research Governance Approaches for Climate
Intervention Strategies that Reflect Sunlight to Cool Earth,” kickoff meeting
10:30 am - 5:30 pm, Keck Center (500 5th St. NW, DC)
Webcast available
 
House: "Climate Change, Part II: The Public Health Effects"
2:00 pm, Oversight Committee (2154 Rayburn Office Building)
 
House: “Closing the Loop: Emerging Technologies in Plastics Recycling”
2:00 pm, Science Committee (2318 Rayburn Office Building)
 
House: DHS S&T Directorate budget request hearing
2:00 pm, Homeland Security Committee (310 Cannon Office Building)
 
DOE: Fusion Energy Sciences Advisory Committee teleconference
4:00 - 6:00 pm
 
House: Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill markup
4:00 pm, Appropriations Committee (2358-C Rayburn Office Building)
 
Council on Undergraduate Research: Posters on the Hill
5:15 - 7:15 pm, 2068 Rayburn House Office Building
 
CNSF: Coalition for National Science Funding Annual Hill Exhibition
5:30 - 7:30 pm, 2043 Rayburn House Office Building

Wednesday, May 1
 
National Academies: Board on Atmospheric Sciences and Climate spring meeting (continues Thursday)
National Academy of Sciences building (2101 Constitution Ave. NW, DC)
 
NSF: Polar Programs Advisory Committee meeting 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Wed; 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Thu
NSF headquarters (Alexandria, VA)
 
House: Markup of energy, manufacturing, and ocean research bills
10:00 am, Science Committee (2318 Rayburn Office Building)
 
Senate: Hearing on the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act
10:00 am, Environment and Public Works (406 Dirksen Office Building)
 
PhRMA: “The Future of Science: How Women are Leading Medical Innovation,” congressional briefing

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=588FE47B-C329-42B9-968F-B7B8708E32EA
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/department-of-defense-fy2020-budget-hearing
http://dels.nas.edu/resources/static-assets/basc/agenda/basc-rs-open-agenda.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/climate-change-part-ii-the-public-health-effects
https://science.house.gov/hearings/closing-the-loop-emerging-technologies-in-plastics-recycling
https://homeland.house.gov/hearings-and-markups/hearings/resourcing-dhs-cybersecurity-and-innovation-missions-review-fiscal
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/12/2019-07301/doefesac-fusion-energy-sciences-advisory-committee
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/markups/fy2020-labor-health-and-human-services-education-and-related-agencies-subcommittee
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec-ty8ysGxauQip2beYOOzGz7jPemczdKcMp9nowyVOuqPKQ/viewform
https://cnsf2019.ticketbud.com/cnsf2019
http://dels.nas.edu/resources/static-assets/basc/agenda/basc-spring-2019-public-agenda.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/geo/opp/opp_advisory/meeting_docs/may2019/Spring%202019%20AC-OPP%20Agenda.pdf
https://science.house.gov/markups/full-committee-markup-of-hr-34
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=B6EF5BFA-5CEF-4F5F-B0C9-0719315079DC
https://www.phrma.org/event/the-future-of-science-how-women-are-leading-medical-innovation
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10:00 - 11:00 am, 122 Cannon House Office Building
 
House: "DOE’s Mounting Environmental Cleanup Cost"
10:30 am, Energy and Commerce Committee (2322 Rayburn Office Building)
 
NASA: Regulatory and Policy Advisory Committee meeting
11:00 am - 4:30 pm, NASA headquarters (300 E St. SW, DC)
Webcast available
 
Carnegie Endowment: "What the U.S.-China Tech Wars Mean For Main Street"
12:00 - 1:30 pm, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (1779 Massachusetts Ave. NW, DC)
 
Aspen Institute: Book Talk with Michael Lubell and Launch of Science and Society Program
12:00 - 1:30 pm, Aspen Institute (2300 N St. NW, DC)
 
Senate: NASA budget request hearing
2:30 pm, Appropriations Committee (192 Dirksen Office Building)
 
Senate: “U.S. Nuclear Weapons Policy, Programs, and Strategy”
2:30 pm, Armed Services Committee (222 Russell Office Building)

Thursday, May 2
 
AAAS: S&T Policy Forum (continues Friday)
8:00 am - 7:00 pm, Thu; 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, Fri
AAAS headquarters (1200 New York Ave. NW, DC)
 
NSF: Math and Physical Sciences Advisory Committee meeting (continues Friday)
8:30 am - 4:00 pm, Thu; 8:30 am - 12:30 pm, Fri
NSF headquarters (Alexandria, VA)
Webcast available
 
NSF: Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences Advisory Committee meeting (continues Friday)
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Thu; 9:00 am - 12:30 pm, Fri
NSF headquarters (Alexandria, VA)
 
NASA: STEM Engagement Advisory Committee teleconference
11:00 am - 3:30 pm
 
Heritage Foundation: “Iran Policy: Nuclear and Terrorism Issues”
12:00 - 1:30 pm
 
DOD: U.S. Strategic Command Strategic Advisory Group meeting (continues Friday)
Closed to the public
 
AAAS: "Carey Lecture with Former Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz"
6:00 - 8:00 pm, AAAS headquarters (1200 New York Ave. NW, DC)
Webcast available

https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-department-of-energys-mounting-environmental-cleanup-cost
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/16/2019-07461/nasa-advisory-council-regulatory-and-policy-committee-meeting
https://carnegieendowment.org/2019/05/01/what-u.s.-china-tech-wars-mean-for-main-street-event-7108
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/events/book-talk-with-michael-lubell/
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/appropriations-schedule-for-the-week-of-april-29-2019
https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/hearings/19-05-01-us-nuclear-weapons-policy-programs-and-strategy
http://www.cvent.com/events/aaas-forum-on-science-technology-policy/agenda-1ad8cc71a098407cb78bc4358a648ef1.aspx
https://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=298160
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/11/2019-07203/advisory-committee-for-social-behavioral-and-economic-sciences-notice-of-meeting
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/12/2019-07314/nasa-advisory-council-stem-engagement-committee-meeting
https://www.heritage.org/terrorism/event/iran-policy-nuclear-and-terrorism-issues
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/03/2019-06476/us-strategic-command-strategic-advisory-group-notice-of-federal-advisory-committee-closed-meeting
https://www.aaas.org/events/2019-william-d-carey-lecture-dr-ernest-j-moniz
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Friday, May 3
 
House: "How the Domestic Nuclear Industry Boosts Local Economies, Curbs Emissions, and Strengthens
National Security"
10:00 am, Science Committee Field Hearing (Shippingport, PA)
Video will be posted after event
 
National Academies: “Minority Serving Institutions and STEM,” congressional briefing
10:00 - 11:00 am, 2318 Rayburn House Office Building
 
JHU SAIS: "Relating to China's Rise in S&T: A European Perspective"
10:00 am - 12:00 pm, Rome Auditorium (1619 Massachusetts Ave. NW, DC)

Saturday, May 4
 
March for Science
Various locations

Monday, May 6
 
Navy League: Sea Air Space 2019 (continues through Wednesday)
National Harbor, MD

Know of an upcoming science policy event? Email us at fyi@aip.org.

OPPORTUNITIES

NSF Seeking Advisory Committee Members
The National Science Foundation is accepting recommendations of members for its advisory committees. NSF

maintains advisory committees for each of its directorates as well as more specialized committees on astronomy

and astrophysics; environmental research and education; equal opportunities in science and engineering;

cyberinfrastructure; international science and engineering; and business and operations. Recommendations will be

accepted on an ongoing basis.

Air Force Research Office Seeking Director
The Defense Department is hiring a director for the Air Force Office of Scientific Research. The office manages the

service’s portfolio of basic research, administering grants to research institutions across a broad array of

disciplines. Applications are due May 9.

Optical Society Hiring Chief Scientist
The Optical Society is accepting applications for its chief scientist position. The chief scientist provides technical

advice to the society’s chief executive officer and develops relationships with funding agencies, among other

https://science.house.gov/hearings/field-hearing-how-the-domestic-nuclear-industry-boosts-local-economies-curbs-emissions-and-strengthens-national-security
https://www.hillhappenings.com/list/2019/5/3/minority-serving-institutions-and-stem
http://www.sais-jhu.edu/events-calendar/events/relating-chinas-rise-science-and-technology-european-perspective
https://www.marchforscience.com/post/march-for-science-2019
http://www.seaairspace.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/04/23/2019-08079/request-for-recommendations-for-membership-on-directorate-and-office-advisory-committees
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/531113700
https://www.osa.org/en-us/about_osa/jobs_at_osa/#cs
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responsibilities. Applicants must have a degree in applied physics or engineering and 15 years of senior

management experience.

Know of an upcoming science policy opportunity? Email us at fyi@aip.org.

AROUND THE WEB

News and views currently in circulation. Links do not imply endorsement.

White House
America leading the world in S&T (OSTP, perspective by Kelvin Droegemeier)

‘They have to get the shots’: Trump, once a vaccine skeptic, changes his tune amid measles outbreaks (STAT)

How to have a big impact in government and huge organizations, based on 16 years’ experience in the White
House (80,000 Hours, interview with Tom Kalil)

Democratic presidential contenders lay out climate visions (E&E News)

Congress
GOP ready to 'cross the Rubicon' on climate: Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (E&E News)

Freshman House Democrats urge funds for climate change research (Eos)

Political Engagement
Advocating for federal research funding on Capitol Hill (MIT News)

Policy lab launches EdX course on policy outreach (MIT)

CASE in point: Graduate science students seek public policy training (AAAS)

Science, Society, and the Economy
SciLine expands scientific resources offered to US journalists (AAAS)

Toward an international definition of citizen science (PNAS, perspective by Florian Heigl, et al.)

What a deleted profile of a scientist tells us about Wikipedia’s diversity problem (Undark, perspective by
Claire Jarvis)

Education and Workforce
After firings, MD Anderson officials try to calm fears of racial profiling (ScienceInsider)

Reflections on ethics at the American Astronomical Society (AAS, perspective by Megan Donahue)

Replicating Meyerhoff for inclusive excellence in STEM (Science, perspective by Mariano Domingo, et al.)

Where are the black women in STEM leadership? (Scientific American, perspective by Erika Jefferson)

Labor unions for scientists (Beltway Science, audio)

It takes a village to run Fermilab (Symmetry, interview with Valerie Higgins)

Research Management
US universities reassess collaborations with foreign scientists in wake of NIH letters (ScienceInsider)

https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/america-leading-world-science-technology/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/04/26/trump-vaccinations-measles/
https://80000hours.org/podcast/episodes/tom-kalil-government-careers/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060204645
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060220315
https://eos.org/articles/house-freshmen-democrats-urge-funds-for-climate-change-programs
http://news.mit.edu/2019/mit-students-and-postdocs-visit-capitol-hill-advocate-federal-science-funding-0424
https://cis.mit.edu/news-media/news-releases/mit-policy-lab-launches-edx-course-policy-outreach
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/364/6438/345
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/364/6438/344
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/17/8089
https://undark.org/2019/04/25/wikipedia-diversity-problem/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/04/after-firings-md-anderson-officials-try-calm-fears-racial-profiling
https://aas.org/posts/news/2019/04/reflections-ethics-aas
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/364/6438/335
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/where-are-the-black-women-in-stem-leadership/
https://soundcloud.com/ben-zalisko-580132798/labor-unions-for-scientists
https://www.symmetrymagazine.org/article/it-takes-a-village
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/04/us-universities-reassess-collaborations-foreign-scientists-wake-nih-letters
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Federal data strategy formulates around CDOs, incentivizes sharing (Fedscoop)

Informational statement on full, open, and timely access to data (AMS)

Rein in the four horsemen of irreproducibility (Nature, perspective by Dorothy Bishop)

How technology can help solve science's reproducibility crisis (Nature, audio)

Elsevier strikes its first national deal with large open-access element (Nature)

UK universities tie up open-access deal with Springer Nature (*Research)

Earth science is ready for preprints (Eos, perspective by Tom Narock, et al.)

Automation: Chemistry shoots for the Moon (Nature)

How to speed up the testing of new materials (Economist)

‘Audacious’ science ideas win huge funding boosts after selection by TED group (ScienceInsider)

Labs and Facilities
Pentagon showcases its laboratories (DOD)

Low altitude airspace security over select DOE sites (DOE IG, report)

DNFSB staff locked out of meetings at nuke sites due to DOE order (Exchange Monitor)

New EMSL director to integrate science, technology, and relationships (PNNL)

'It's awesome': OU's National Weather Center is epicenter of severe weather (Tulsa World)

LSST workshop explores post-baseline survey instrumentation options (Argonne National Lab)

Huge Chinese cosmic-ray observatory begins operation (Physics World)

China builds world-class observatories in Tibet (Science)

Energy
Advanced nuclear reactors: Technology overview and current issues (CRS, report)

Fusion power start-ups go small in effort to bring commercial reactors to life (NBC News)

Artificial intelligence accelerates efforts to develop clean, virtually limitless fusion energy (PPPL)

Power reactor project is model for accelerated site review (PNNL)

Partnership successes help transform national energy landscape (NREL)

Robots in the Permian? Climate concerns drive innovation (E&E News)

Quantum Science and Technology
Chicago Quantum Exchange, IBM Q Network partner to advance quantum computing (University of Chicago)

Tri-Cities scientists are taking a quantum leap in supercomputing for clean energy and more (Tri-City Herald,
perspective by Steven Ashby)

Quantum computer prospects improve on the surface (Physics World)

Fear the Man in the Middle? This company wants to sell quantum key distribution (Ars Technica)

Space
The ghosts of flagships past and future (Space Review)

Europa Clipper instrument change could affect mission science (SpaceNews)

https://www.fedscoop.com/federal-data-strategy-cdos/
https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/about-ams/ams-statements/statements-of-the-ams-in-force/full-open-and-timely-access-to-data/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01307-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01333-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01349-6
https://www.researchresearch.com/news/article/?articleId=1381026
https://eos.org/project-updates/earth-science-is-ready-for-preprints
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01246-y
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2019/04/27/how-to-speed-up-the-testing-of-new-materials
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/04/audacious-science-ideas-win-huge-funding-boosts-after-selection-ted-group
https://dod.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1824515/pentagon-showcases-its-organic-laboratories/
https://www.energy.gov/ig/downloads/inspection-report-doe-oig-19-27
https://www.exchangemonitor.com/dnfsb-staff-locked-meetings-nuke-sites-doe-order-140-1/?printmode=1
https://www.pnnl.gov/news-media/new-emsl-director-integrate-science-technology-and-relationships
https://www.tulsaworld.com/news/state-and-regional/it-s-awesome-ou-s-national-weather-center-is-epicenter/article_6feba42c-8d44-5bea-b9e3-11bfa0bbc2a6.html
https://www.anl.gov/article/lsst-workshop-explores-postbaseline-survey-instrumentation-options
https://physicsworld.com/a/huge-chinese-cosmic-ray-observatory-begins-operation/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/364/6438/316
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R45706
https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/fusion-power-start-ups-go-small-effort-bring-commercial-reactors-ncna998451
https://www.pppl.gov/news/2019/04/artificial-intelligence-accelerates-efforts-develop-clean-virtually-limitless-fusion
https://www.pnnl.gov/news-media/power-reactor-project-model-accelerated-site-review
https://www.nrel.gov/news/features/2019/nrel-partnership-successes-help-transform-national-energy-landscape.html
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060201281
https://news.uchicago.edu/story/chicago-quantum-exchange-ibm-q-network-partner-advance-quantum-computing
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article229492824.html
https://physicsworld.com/a/quantum-computer-prospects-improve-on-the-surface/
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2019/04/fear-the-man-in-the-middle-this-company-wants-to-sell-quantum-key-distribution/
http://www.thespacereview.com/article/3700/1
https://spacenews.com/europa-clipper-instrument-change-could-affect-mission-science/
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Stern to chair NASA planetary protection review board (SpacePolicyOnline)

NASA, FEMA, international partners plan asteroid impact exercise (JPL)

Lunar base and Gateway part of sustainable long-term human exploration plan (SpaceNews)

Trump and Pence push ‘America first’ agenda to the moon and outer space (Washington Post)

What can we learn from a failed return to the Moon? (Planetary Society)

Weather, Climate, and Environment
Storm clouds hover over Trump’s nominee to NOAA (USA Today, editorial)

Informational statement on climate change (AMS)

The real climate change controversy: Whether to engineer the planet in order to fix it (Los Angeles Times)

Climate science needs to take risk assessment much more seriously (BAMS, perspective by Rowan Sutton)

New EPA document tells communities to brace for climate change impacts (Washington Post)

Trump isn't fully funding a UN climate program. So Michael Bloomberg is (Washington Post)

Trump administration has EPIC plan to develop the world’s smartest weather forecasting model (Washington
Post)

Global 5G wireless networks threaten weather forecasts (Nature)

Wheeler vows to cooperate with science advisory panel (E&E News)

Stop denying the risks of air pollution (Nature, editorial)

Trump administration plans to move USDA research divisions despite concerns (Washington Post)

Defense
New chief technologist website launched (DOD)

DOD tech chief killed JASON contract, questioning its value and leaving other agencies scrambling (Inside
Defense)

The Pentagon could put directed energy weapons in space (National Defense Magazine)

The legacy of the Strategic Defense Initiative (National Defense Magazine)

Leveraging the National Technology Industrial Base to address great-power competition (Atlantic Council,
report)

Securing nuclear weapons and materials worldwide: Expanded funding needed for a more ambitious
approach (Harvard Belfer Center, report)

US Navy drafting new guidelines for reporting UFOs (Politico)

Biomedical
Trump declares commitment to ending opioid crisis ‘once and for all’ (New York Times)

How the Energy Department helps fight the opioid crisis (DOE)

NIH blocks two doctors from speaking out to investigators (Wall Street Journal)

Will splashy philanthropy cause the biosecurity field to focus on the wrong risks? (Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists, perspective by Filippa Lentzos)

International Affairs
Can Antarctica remain a refuge for science and peace? (PBS)

https://spacepolicyonline.com/news/stern-to-chair-nasa-planetary-protection-review-board/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Spacepolicyonline+%28SpacePolicyOnline+News%29
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.php?feature=7386
https://spacenews.com/lunar-base-and-gateway-part-of-sustainable-long-term-human-exploration-plan/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/trump-and-pence-push-america-first-agenda-to-the-moon-and-outer-space/2019/04/25/61ce9df4-5f98-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html?utm_term=.24735bdaaa0a
http://www.planetary.org/blogs/casey-dreier/2019/lessons-of-sei.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/04/24/donald-trump-accuweather-noaa-nominee-barry-myers-senate-editorials-debates/3547658002/
https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/about-ams/ams-statements/statements-of-the-ams-in-force/climate-change1/
https://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-climate-change-geoengineering-debate-20190424-story.html
https://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/abs/10.1175/BAMS-D-18-0280.1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/new-epa-document-tells-communities-to-brace-for-climate-change-impacts/2019/04/27/09cf8df6-6836-11e9-82ba-fcfeff232e8f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2019/04/23/the-energy-202-trump-isn-t-fully-funding-a-u-n-climate-program-so-michael-bloomberg-is/5cbe0cb9a7a0a46fd9222acc/?utm_term=.107a8b1f8271
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2019/04/23/trump-administration-has-epic-plan-develop-worlds-smartest-weather-forecasting-model/?utm_term=.b51954c0a16a
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01305-4
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2019/04/23/stories/1060206157
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01234-2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2019/04/25/trump-administration-plans-move-usda-research-divisions-despite-concerns/?utm_term=.35e020b3f7fb
https://dod.defense.gov/News/News-Releases/News-Release-View/Article/1822975/department-of-defense-launches-new-chief-technologist-website/source/GovDelivery/
https://insidedefense.com/daily-news/dod-tech-chief-killed-jason-contract-questioning-its-value-and-leaving-other-agencies
http://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2019/4/25/special-report-the-pentagon-could-put-directed-energy-weapons-in-space
http://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2019/4/23/special-report-the-legacy-of-the-strategic-defense-initiative
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/publications/reports/leveraging-the-national-technology-industrial-base-to-address-great-power-competition
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/securing-nuclear-weapons-and-materials-worldwide-expanded-funding-needed-more-ambitious
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/04/23/us-navy-guidelines-reporting-ufos-1375290
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/24/us/politics/trump-opioid-crisis.html
https://www.energy.gov/articles/how-energy-department-helps-fight-opioid-crisis
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nih-blocks-two-doctors-from-speaking-out-to-investigators-11556456520
https://thebulletin.org/2019/04/will-splashy-philanthropy-cause-the-biosecurity-field-to-focus-on-the-wrong-risks/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/can-antarctica-remain-a-refuge-for-science-and-peace
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Arctic strategic outlook (U.S. Coast Guard, report)

China to build scientific research station on Moon's south pole (Xinhua)

FBI Director Wray says China is ‘stealing its way up the economic ladder’ (FBI)

Former GE engineer and Chinese businessman charged with economic espionage and theft of GE’s trade
secrets (DOJ)

Visas are the newest weapon in US–China rivalry (NPR)

The US must outperform China in science (Wall Street Journal, letters)

Mapping China's tech giants (ASPI, report)

Congressional panel looks at national security implications of China’s space ambitions (SpaceNews)

Fearing no-deal Brexit, European funder orders UK researchers to transfer grants (ScienceInsider)

Why are Canada’s scientists getting political? (Nature)

Science and government, Canadian style (Nature, interview with Mona Nemer)

For an Iranian scientist, a visa ordeal and a question: Is a coveted US lab job worth being separated from his
family? (STAT)
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American Crystallographic Association

American Meteorological Society

American Physical Society

AVS: Science & Technology of Materials, Interfaces, and Processing

The Optical Society

The Society of Rheology

The American Institute of Physics, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, advances, promotes and serves the
physical sciences for the benefit of humanity.

We are committed to the preservation of physics for future generations, the success of physics students both in
the classroom and professionally, and the promotion of a more scientifically literate society.

http://amercrystalassn.org/
https://www.ametsoc.org/ams/
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http://avs.org/
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