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word meanings, as well as pronunciation and usage guidance. Thesaurus entries include synonym 
and antonym lists. Dictionary and thesaurus entries appear one beneath the other in contrasting 
colors. It is easier than ever to find the right words to express your ideas. 

Features 

• 70,000 clearly written dictionary definitions
• 140,000 synonyms and antonyms
• Canadian words and spellings

Sample Entry

About the Editors 

The editors of Merriam-Webster have been creating dictionaries and other language reference 
works to the highest standards of quality and reliability since 1847. 

ship, or aircraft  3 : in or into a group or association ≤welcome
new workers ¶≥ 

2aboard prep : on, onto, within
abode \Ñ-Çbãd\ n 1 : stay, sojourn 2 ♦ : the place where one
abides : home, residence
♦ domicile, dwelling, habitation, home, house, lodging, resi-
dence

abol£ish \Ñ-Çb‰-lish\ vb ♦ : to do away with : annul ó ab£o£li-
tion \Éa-bÑ-Çli-shÑn\ n
♦ abrogate, annul, cancel, dissolve, invalidate, negate, nullify,
quash, repeal, rescind, void

ab£o£li£tion£ism \Éa-bÑ-Çli-shÑ-Éni-zÑm\ n : advocacy of the abo-
lition of slavery ó ab£o£li£tion£ist \-Çli-sh(Ñ-)nist\ n or adj

Añbomb \ÇÜ-Éb‰m\ n : atomic bomb ó Añbomb vb
abom£i£na£ble \Ñ-Çb‰-mÑ-nÑ-bÑl\ adj ♦ : worthy of or causing
disgust or hatred : odious
♦ abhorrent, appalling, awful, horrible, horrid, odious, offen-
sive, repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting

abominable snow£man \-Çsnã-mÑn, -Éman\ n, often cap A&S
: a mysterious creature with human or apelike characteristics re-
ported to exist in the high Himalayas 

abom£i£nate \Ñ-Çb‰-mÑ-ÉnÜt\ vb -nat£ed; -nat£ing ♦ : to hate or
loathe intensely : loathe, detest
♦ abhor, despise, detest, execrate, hate, loathe

abom£i£na£tion \Ñ-Éb‰-mÑ-ÇnÜ-shÑn\ n 1 ♦ : something abom-
inable  2 ♦ : extreme disgust and hatred : loathing
♦ [1] abhorrence, anathema, antipathy, aversion, bÍte noire,
hate ♦ [2] abhorrence, execration, hate, hatred, loathing

ab£orig£i£nal \Éa-bÑ-Çri-jÑ-nÑl\ adj ♦ : being the first or earliest
known of its kind present in a region : indigenous
♦ born, endemic, indigenous, native

ab£orig£i£ne \Éa-bÑ-Çri-jÑ-ná\ n : a member of the original race of
inhabitants of a region : native

aborn£ing \Ñ-Çbïr-niä\ adv : while being born or produced 
1abort \Ñ-Çbïrt\ vb 1 : to cause or undergo abortion  2 ♦ : to ter-

minate prematurely ≤¶ a spaceflight≥
♦ call, call off, cancel, drop, recall, repeal, rescind, revoke

2abort n : the premature termination of a mission of or a procedure
relating to an aircraft or spacecraft 

abor£tion \Ñ-Çbïr-shÑn\ n 1 : the spontaneous or induced termi-
nation of a pregnancy after, accompanied by, resulting in, or
closely followed by the death of the embryo or fetus  2 ♦ : arrest
of development (as of a part or process); also : a result of such ar-
rest
♦ calling, cancellation, recall, repeal, rescission, revocation

abor£tion£ist \-sh(Ñ-)nist\ n : one who induces abortions 
abor£tive \Ñ-Çbïr-tiv\ adj ♦ : not successful

♦ fruitless, futile, ineffective, unproductive, unsuccessful
abound \Ñ-Çbaònd\ vb 1 : to be plentiful : teem 2 : to be fully
supplied 

1about \Ñ-Çbaòt\ adv 1 ♦ : reasonably close to; also : on the verge
of ≤¶ to join the army≥  2 : on all sides  3 : in the vicinity
: nearby 4 ♦ : in the opposite direction
♦ [1] almost, most, much, near, nearly, next to, nigh, practi-
cally, some, virtually, well-nigh ♦ [4] around, back, round

2about prep 1 : on every side of  2 ♦ : near to  3 ♦ : relating to
: concerning 4 ♦ : over or in different parts of
♦ [2] around, by, near, next to ♦ [3] apropos of, concerning,
of, on, regarding, respecting, toward ♦ [4] around, over, round,
through, throughout

aboutñface \-ÇfÜs\ n : a reversal of direction or attitude ó aboutñ
face vb

1above \Ñ-ÇbÑv\ adv 1 : in the sky; also : in or to heaven  2 ♦ : in
or to a higher place; also : higher on the same page or on a pre-
ceding page
♦ aloft, over, overhead, skyward Ant below, beneath, under 

2above prep 1 : in or to a higher place than : over ≤storm clouds
¶ the bay≥  2 : superior to ≤he thought her far ¶ him≥  3 : more
than : exceeding 4 : as distinct from ≤¶ the noise≥ 

above£board \-Ébãrd\ adv or adj : without concealment or de-
ception : openly

abp abbr archbishop 
abr abbr abridged; abridgment 

ab£hor£rent \-Ñnt\ adj ♦ : causing or deserving strong dislike
: loathsome
♦ abominable, appalling, hideous, horrible, horrid, offensive,
repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, shocking

abide \Ñ-Çbàd\ vb abode \-Çbãd\ or abid£ed; abid£ing 1 ♦ : to
bear patiently : endure 2 a ♦ : to continue in a state or place
b ♦ : to have one∫s abode ó abide by : to conform or acquiesce
to ≤abide by the law≥
♦ [1] bear, brook, countenance, endure, meet, stand, stick out,
stomach, support, sustain, take, tolerate ♦ [2a] continue, en-
dure, hold, keep up, last, persist, run on ♦ [2b] dwell, live, re-
side

abil£i£ty \Ñ-Çbi-lÑ-tá\ n, pl -ties ♦ : the quality of being able
♦ capability, capacity, competence, faculty Ant inability, inca-
pability, incapacity, incompetence, ineptitude 

-ability also -ibility n suffix : capacity, fitness, or tendency to act
or be acted on in a (specified) way ≤flammability≥ 

ab£ject \Çab-Éjekt, ab-Çjekt\ adj : low in spirit or hope : cringing
ó ab£jec£tion \ab-Çjek-shÑn\ n ó ab£ject£ly adv ó ab£ject-
ness n

ab£jure \ab-Çjòr\ vb ab£jured; ab£jur£ing 1 ♦ : to renounce
solemnly : recant 2 : to abstain from ó ab£ju£ra£tion \Éab-jÑ-
ÇrÜ-shÑn\ n
♦ recant, renounce, retract, take back, unsay, withdraw Ant ad-
here (to) 

abl abbr ablative 
ab£late \a-ÇblÜt\ vb ab£lat£ed; ab£lat£ing : to remove or become
removed esp. by cutting, abrading, or vaporizing 

ab£la£tion \a-ÇblÜ-shÑn\ n 1 : surgical cutting and removal
2 : loss of a part (as the outside of a nose cone) by melting or va-
porization 

ab£la£tive \Çab-lÑ-tiv\ adj : of, relating to, or constituting a gram-
matical case (as in Latin) expressing typically the relation of sep-
aration and source ó ablative n

ablaze \Ñ-ÇblÜz\ adj or adv 1 ♦ : being on fire : blazing
2 ♦ : radiant with light
♦ [1] afire, burning, fiery ♦ [2] alight, bright, light

able \ÇÜ-bÑl\ adj abler \-b(Ñ-)lÑr\; ablest \-b(Ñ-)lÑst\  1 ♦ : hav-
ing sufficient power, skill, or resources to accomplish an object
2 ♦ : marked by skill or efficiency
♦ [1, 2] capable, competent, fit, good, qualified, suitable

-able also -ible adj suffix 1 : capable of, fit for, or worthy of (be-
ing so acted upon or toward) ≤breakable≥ ≤collectible≥  2 : tend-
ing, given, or liable to ≤knowledgeable≥ ≤perishable≥ 

ableñbod£ied \ÉÜ-bÑl-Çb‰-dád\ adj ♦ : having a sound strong
body
♦ chipper, fit, hale, healthy, hearty, robust, sound, well, whole,
wholesome

abloom \Ñ-Çbl¸m\ adj : blooming
ab£lu£tion \Ñ-Çbl¸-shÑn, a-\ n : the washing of one∫s body or part
of it 

ably \ÇÜ-blá\ adv ♦ : in an able manner
♦ adeptly, capably, expertly, masterfully, proficiently, skillfully,
well

ABM \ÉÜ-(É)bá-Çem\ n, pl ABM∫s or ABMs : antiballistic mis-
sile

ab£ne£gate \Çab-ni-ÉgÜt\ vb -gat£ed; -gat£ing 1 : deny, re-
nounce 2 ♦ : to give up (as a right or privilege) : surrender,
relinquish
♦ abdicate, cede, relinquish, renounce, resign, step down, sur-
render

ab£ne£ga£tion \Éab-ni-ÇgÜ-shÑn\ n ♦ : restraint or denial of desire
or self-interest
♦ renouncement, renunciation, repudiation, self-denial

ab£nor£mal \ab-Çnïr-mÑl\ adj ♦ : deviating from the normal or
average ó ab£nor£mal£ly adv
♦ exceptional, extraordinary, rare, singular, uncommon, uncus-
tomary, unique, unusual ♦ aberrant, anomalous, atypical, de-
viant, irregular, unnatural

ab£nor£mal£i£ty \Éab-nïr-Çma-lÑ-tá\ n ♦ : something abnormal
♦ freak, monster, monstrosity

1aboard \Ñ-Çbãrd\ adv 1 : alongside 2 : on, onto, or within a car,

abhorrent £ abr 2
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