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PREFACE 

This study, carried out by the Population Division of 
the Department of International Economic and Social 
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, presents new 
model life tables for developing countries. The pioneering 
effort in the development of model life tables was carried 
out by the United Nations a quarter of a century ago and 
resulted in the publication of Age and Sex Patterns of 
Mortality: Model Life Tables for Under-developed 
Countries.* Approximately a decade later, in 1966, 
Ansley Coale and Paul Demeny at Princeton University 
published a new set of model life tables** based mainly 
on historical European experience. Those tables have 
become the most commonly used set of model life tables 
within the demographic community. Recent evidence 
indicates that age patterns of mortality in many develop- 
ing countries differ systematically from those of histori- 
cal European experience, and the Coale and Demeny 
tables are therefore not fully suitable to demographic 
research in developing countries. 

*United Nations publication, Sales No. E.55.XIII.9. 
**A. J. Coale and P. Demeny, Regional Model Life Tables and 

Stable Populations (Princeton, N.J., Princeton University Press, 
1 966). 

The present study gives new sets of age-sex patterns of 
mortality which are based on reliably documented devel- 
oping country data and hence may be more applicable to 
demographic analysis within the developing regions.' 
Future publications related to the model life table 
project, being prepared by the Population Division, will 
include studies on stable populations, estimated 
unabridged life tables, and computer programs to facili- 
tate use of the tables. 

Acknowledgement is due to Mr. Hervt Le Bras of the 
Institut national d'btudes dtmographiques, consultant to 
the Population Division for methodological consider- 
ations, and to the Organisation for Economic Co-opera- 
tion and Development for their collaboration in providing 
an extensive collection of mortality and population data 
which was a major data source for this project. 

Acknowledgement is also due to the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities whose grant made the 
printing of this publication possible (GL0/78/P09). 

'A report was issued in 1979 outlining the rationale for new model 
life tables and a work plan for their preparation. See Model Life Tables 
for Developing Countries: an interim report prepared b the Population 
Division, Department of International Economr and L i a l  Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat, January 1979 (ESAJPJWP.63). 
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Explanatory notes 

The following symbols have been used in the tables throughout the report: 
A blank in a table indicates that the item is not applicable 
A minus sign (-) indicates a deficit or decrease, except as indicated. 
A full stop (.) is used to indicate decimals 
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Use of a hyphen (-) between dates representing years, e.g., 1971-1973, signifies the full period 
involved, including the beginning and end years. 

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals, because of rounding. 




