I ntroduction to Advanced G aduate Studies and Schol arship

Details

Credit Hours
PreRequi sites
coRequi sites
Cour se Add- Ons

This course introduces students to the principa
el enents of research and scholarly witing.
Learners expl ore approaches to synthesizing
literature and the application of the major
conmponents of APA formand style, and learn to
coordinate |literature searches. Furthernore,

they learn how to discern principal argunents,
anal yze research questions, and clearly identify
the key scholarly attributes to journal articles
and ot her sources of scholarly data. This course
al so introduces |learners to the University’s
overarchi ng val ues and beliefs regardi ng research
and the responsibility scholars have in continuing
a tradition of contributing to an ever-grow ng
body of know edge.

3.0

Addi tional Materi al

Text book

Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successfu

Doct oral Experience

D Vi ncenzo, A. (Ed.). (2014). Find your purpose:
The path to a successful doctoral experience.
Phoeni x, AZ: Grand Canyon University.

http://1c.gcunedi a. conf res811/fi nd-your - pur pose-
t he- pat h-t o- a- successful -doct oral - experi ence/vl. 1/

O her

Di scussi on Forum Phi | osophy

Revi ew "Di scussi on Forum Phi | osophy” and use it to
gui de the conpl etion of your participation in the
Mai n For um

O her

Li brary Resources for Doctoral Learners

If you have not done so already, view the "Library
Resources for Doctoral Learners" tutorial.

http://1c. gcunedi a. conf zwebasset s/
courseMateri al Pages/res811 |ibraryTutorial . php

O her

DC Net wor k

Beginning in the third course of your program
you will be able to use the DC to: &bull; Locate
di ssertation forns and tenplates. &bull; Discuss
di ssertation topics and resources. &bull; Connect

to the scholarly comunity.



http://dc. gcu. edu

O her

Suggestions for Further Reading and Inquiry

Thi s docunment contains itens that nay be of
personal or research interest but are not required
for successful conpletion of this course. Sone
items may not be available in the GCU Library.

O her

Enpi ri cal Research Checkli st

Use this as a resource to determne if an article
is enpirical research

El ectroni c Resource

I nteractive Doctoral d ossary

Use this interactive glossary to famliarize
yourself with the terns and definitions enpl oyed
i n doctoral study.

http://1c. gcunedi a. conf zwebasset s/
courseMat eri al Pages/ res850_doct or al - gl ossar y- and-
flash-card-vl. 1. php

Topi cs
Topic 1: The Doctoral ldentity Duration: 7 days
Descri ption:

hj ecti ves:

1. Analyze inpending changes to identity and m ndset.
2. Articul ate expectations for doctoral |earners.

Topi c Materi al
Text book

1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience
Revi ew chapters 1 and 2. Read chapter 3.

O her
3. Optional: LitAssist

LitAssist is referenced in your course textbook. You can register

for a free version of LitAssist using the software key shown bel ow

Pl ease be sure to use your gcu.edu email address. RTy9l QreU+Hn+RC5eSL/
xXYDGR) qU+RXHXxns XFO6UNE= Not e: Access and use of LitAssist is not
required for successful conpletion of this course.

Lecture Note
4. Topic 1 Overview

Read Topic 1 Overview.

Topic 2: Effective Research Duration: 7 days
Descri ption:



1. Apply information literacy skills to | ocate and interpret academc
literature.
2. Differentiate anong fornms of academic literature.

Text book

Read chapter 4.

El ectroni ¢ Resource

View. Finding Enpirical Research Articles.

Lecture Note

Read Topic 2 Overvi ew.

Annot at ed Bi bl i ography: Doct oral 150.0
Identity

Annot ati ons are descriptive and
critical assessnments of literature
that help researchers to eval uate
texts and deternine rel evancy in
relation to a particular research
project. Utinmately, they are a note-
taking tool that fosters critical

t hi nki ng, denonstrates understandi ng,
and eval uates the source materi al

for possible later use. 1In this
assignnment, you will read and annot ate
three articles.

General Requirenents:

Locate the articles by Baker and Pifer
(2011), Gardner (2009), and Smith and
Hat maker (2014).

Thi s assignnment uses a rubric. Review
the rubric prior to beginning the
assignnment to becone famliar with the
expectations for successful conpletion.
Doctoral learners are required to

use APA style for their witing
assignnments. Review the GCU APA Style
GQuide for Witing located in the
Student Success Center. Note: Atitle
page is required for this assignnent,
but a reference page is not required
since the references are included with
t he annot ati ons.



Refer to the resource, “Preparing
Annot at ed Bi bl i ographi es” | ocated

in the Student Success Center, for
addi ti onal gui dance on conpleting this
assignment in the appropriate style.
Use “Sanpl e APA Annot at ed Bi bl i ography”
exanple in this resource.

You are required to submt this
assignment to Turnitin. Refer to the
directions in the Student Success
Center.

Di rections:

Read the articles by Baker &anp; Pifer
(2011), Gardner (2009), and Smth &anp;
Hat maker (2014). These articles and the
persistent links to themare |located in
the Course Materials for Topic 2.
Provi de an annot at ed bi bl i ography
(750-900 words total, excluding the

ref erence notes) of the articles.
Including the follow ng for each
article:

A reference note formatted accordi ng
to APA style guidelines. The reference
note is not included in the total word
count .

An annotation (250-300 words) of the
article. Annotations are descriptive
and critical assessnments of peer
reviewed articles. Annotations
sumari ze the key concepts and

eval uate the article for its strengths
and weaknesses. Wiy was the study
conduct ed? What was the popul ation
studi ed? What did the researcher(s)
concl ude? What ot her information about
this study do you believe is unique or
important to recall? Are there specific
statenments made by the author you w sh
to retain?

Module 2 DQ 2

Research is connected and persona
and it is inmportant for learners to
recogni ze their subject position, in
order to critically eval uate data,
as well as comunicate their subject
position within a research study to

6.

0



Gradable Itens Details Poi nt s Possi bl e

m nimze bias. Grand Canyon University
supports acadenm ¢ and spiritual growth
with the belief that the conbination of
the two will nmake a positive inpact on
schol arshi p and the individual.
How mi ght worl dvi ew i nfl uence the
role as a schol ar and researcher?
How can a worl dview, Christian or
ot herwi se, enrich research through a
uni on of faith and academ cs? How m ght
one handl e perspectives, topics, and
research that may chall enge his or her
wor | dvi ew?

Di scussi on Module 2 DQ 1 6.0

Questi on Doctoral | earners nust becone
information-literate individuals who
are able to locate, identify, evaluate,
and organi ze research. In Topic 8, you
are required to find five enpirica
research studi es from peer revi enwed
journals on your dissertation research
interests. Discuss your process for
conducting a search. \Wat resources

will you use to explore the literature

in your filed and how will you eval uate

the quality of the articles sel ected?
Partici pation 18.0
Topi ¢ 3: Schol arly Conmuni cati on: Duration: 7 days

Process and Style
Descri ption:

(bj ect i ves:

1. Support the necessity of applying the witing process to scholarly
communi cati on.
2. Assess the utility of a style guide in scholarly comrunication.

Topic Materi al:
Text book

1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience

Read the follow ng sections of chapter 7: Introduction The Witing
Process Using a Style Guide Building Blocks of a Paper Read the

foll owi ng sections of chapter 8: Introduction Proofreading and Editing
Turnitin and Pl agi arism

Websi te
6. GCU Learning Lounge

Expl ore the Learning Lounge website.

O her
7. Synthesis Worksheet



Use this to conplete the Synthesis Wrksheet assignnent.

Lecture Note

Read Topic 3 Overvi ew.

Synt hesis Worksheet: Doctoral Ildentity 150.0
Synthesis is the act of creating
sonething new frommnultiple existing
entities. Synthesis of research, then,
is creating a new idea from existing

i deas. This assignnent is designed to
hel p you identify how thenes can energe
fromreading literature and how you can
synthesize this information in a way
that creates new know edge. You wi ||
use your understandi ngs of the Topic

2 readings to conplete a synthesis

wor ksheet .

Ceneral Requirenents:

This assignnent wll be used as a pre-
witing activity for the synthesis
paper in Topic 5.

Locate and downl oad "Synt hesi s

Wor ksheet" fromthe Course Materials
for this topic.

Review the articles by Baker &anp;
Pifer (2011), Gardner (2009), and Smth
&anp; Hat maker (2014) located in the
Course Materials for this topic.

Thi s assignnent uses a rubric. Review
the rubric prior to beginning the
assignnent to becone famliar with the
expectations for successful conpletion.
Doctoral learners are required to

use APA style for their witing

assi gnnents. Review the GCU APA Styl e
Quide for Witing located in the

St udent Success Center.

Di rections:

Conpl ete the Synthesis Wrksheet for
the articles by Baker &anp; Pifer
(2011), Gardner (2009), and Smth
&anp; Hat maker (2014). The conpl eted
wor ksheet will include the follow ng
sections:

An Introduction that introduces
and provides context for the topic,



presents three common thenes that
energed fromthe readi ngs, and provides
organi zation for the paper with a

t hesi s statenent.

A description of the evidence to
support three common thenes that
energed fromthe articles. Since

this is likely your first experience
with this depth of synthesis, we have
provi ded two of the thenes found in
the articles. Your task is to identify
a third theme and to provide evidence
fromeach article for all three conmon
t henes.

A concl usion where you will return

to your thesis and provi de evi dence
showi ng you successful |y addressed
your thesis statenent. Discuss the
connections that you made fromthe

evi dence and how each t hene energed
fromthe central topic of doctora
identity.

Module 3 DQ 1

The primary net hod professors use

to evaluate your ability to absorb

and synt hesize content is for you to
wite papers that denonstrate your
under st andi ng of various research

topi cs, concepts, and franmeworks.
Doctoral level witing is distinct from
ot her fornms of comrunication you nmay
have encountered. This shift in process
and style helps |earners to devel op

a doctoral identity that will foster
productive relationships with faculty
and commttee nenbers and, ultinately,
contribute to a conpleted dissertation.
Di scuss how witing process and style
help forma doctoral identity. Wat
speci fic strategi es and resources

can you use to inprove your acadenic
witing?

Modul e 3 DQ 2

A prepared student is a successful
student. Usually, it starts with

ti me managenent, organi zation, and
dedi cation to the witing process,

but al so includes the successful
execution of format and style. Applying
APA style and formatting is the | ast
step in the witing process, but is

6.

6.

0

0



Gradable Itens Details Poi nt s Possi bl e

seens to be a source of great stress
and anxiety for |earners. APA style
is not the research but rather the
docunent ati on of the research. Wat
is the purpose of a style guide in
schol arly conmuni cati on? How can APA
styl e enhance your conmunication with
readers? \What specific strategi es and
resources can you use to inprove your
skill in using APA style?

Partici pation 18.0

Topi ¢ 4: Schol arly Conmuni cati on: Duration: 7 days
Expr essi on

Descri ption:

hj ecti ves:

1. Apply appropriate voice in academc witing.
2. Apply appropriate tone in academ c witing.

Topi c Materi al

Text book
1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience
Read the follow ng sections of chapter 7: &bull; Voice &ull; Tone

Lecture Note
3. Topic 4 Overview

Read Topic 4 Overvi ew.

Topic 5: Critical Thinking: The Duration: 7 days
Means to Inquire

Descri ption:

hj ecti ves:

1. Analyze the skills of conparison, contrast, and synthesis.
2. Affirmthe necessity of preparing an outline before witing.

Topic Materi al
Text book

1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience

Read chapter 6.

El ectroni c Resource
2. Critical Thinking in E-Learning Environments

Read: Saade, R G, Mrin, D., &np; Thomas, J. D. E (2012).
Critical thinking in e-learning environnments. Conputers in Human
Behavi or, 28(5), 1608-1617.

O her
6. Synthesis Paper Template



Use this to conplete the Synthesis Paper assignnent.

Lecture Note

Read Topic 5 Overvi ew.

Synt hesi s Paper: Doctoral ldentity 200.0
In Topic 2, you were asked to read
three articles on the topic of doctora
identity and to conpl ete an annot at ed
bi bl i ography to denonstrate their
understanding of the material. In
Topic 3, you were asked to take this
process a step further and identify
themes found in the three articles

and to conplete a synthesis worksheet
where the thenes were supported by

evi dence fromeach article. In this
assignnent, you wll build on your

wor ksheet efforts and wite a paper
about the three thenes. The narrative

wi Il not only present the evidence from
the articles to support the identified
thenmes, but also wll provide an

anal ysis for each thene by synthesi zi ng
the information coll ected.
Ceneral Requirenents:

Locate the Synthesis Wrksheet you
conpleted in Topic 3.

Locate and downl oad " Synt hesi s Paper
Tenpl ate" fromthe Course Materials for
this topic.

Review the articles by Baker &anp;
Pifer (2011), Gardner (2009), and Smth
&anp; Hat maker (2014) located in the
Course Materials for this topic.

Thi s assignnent uses a rubric. Review
the rubric prior to beginning the
assignnent to becone famliar with the
expectations for successful conpletion.
Doctoral learners are required to

use APA style for their witing

assi gnnents. Review the GCU APA Style
Quide for Witing located in the

St udent Success Center.

You are required to submt this
assignnment to Turnitin. Refer to the
directions in the Student Success
Center.



Di rections:

Usi ng the Synthesis Wrksheet you
conpleted in Topic 3 and consi deri ng
the themes you devel oped and the

f eedback provi ded by your instructor,
wite a paper (1,000-1,250 words) that
synt hesi zes the three articles. Your
paper shoul d include the foll ow ng:

An introduction that introduces and
provi des context for the topic. This
i ncludes giving a brief description
of each article and its purpose,
identifying the three thenes that
energed from your reading, describing
how they will be discussed in the
paper, and presenting a clear thesis
statenent .

Support for your identified thenes
with evidence fromeach article.
Provi de anal ysis of these findings to
strengthen your narrative.

A di scussion of the concl usions that
can be drawn when the articles are
taken together as a single entity. Wat
is the overall nessage of the group of
articles?

Module 5 DQ 2

Saade, Morin, and Thomas. (2012)
describe critical thinking as the
ment al processes of discernnent,

anal ysi s, and eval uation applied

to information in order to achieve

a |l ogical final understanding

and/ or judgnent. Describe your
approach to breaki ng down information
into conponent parts to better

under stand the characteristics of

a statenent, concept, or problem
How mi ght outlining help to devel op
under st andi ng? How do you know when to
reach beyond previ ous experience and
seek out other sources of information
to enhance your understandi ng of the
work in front of you?

Module 5 DQ 1

Critical thinking is one of many
vital skills that |earners nust
devel op in order to successfully

exam ne research, analyze data, and
conplete a dissertation. Consider

6.

6.
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0



Gradable Itens Details Poi nt s Possi bl e

the characteristics and practices
associated with the skill of critica
t hi nki ng. Wi ch of these are nore

or | ess beneficial or inportant than
ot hers? How does synthesis integrate
into your view of critical thinking?
(This response does not require
research support.)

Partici pation 18.0
Topic 6: The Nature of Inquiry Duration: 7 days
Descri ption:

hj ecti ves:

1. Assess the inportance of questioning/scientific inquiry.
2. Analyze the nature of scholarly research

Topi c Materi al
Text book

1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience

Read chapter 5.

El ectroni c Resource

3. Initial Course Survey

In an effort for continuous inprovenent, G and Canyon University would
like you to take this opportunity to provide feedback about your
experience with the university. Your participation is appreciated.
Click on the link to begin the survey.

Lecture Note
4. Topic 6 Overview

Read Topic 6 Overvi ew.

Topic 7: Academc Integrity and Duration: 7 days
Oiginality
Descri pti on:

hj ecti ves:

1. Connect the concepts of paraphrasing, original thought, and
academc integrity.
2. Apply tools to assess the originality of academ c witing.

Topi c Materi al
Text book

1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience

Read the follow ng section of chapter 7: Paraphrasing vs. Quoting Read
the follow ng section of chapter 8: Turnitin and Pl agi arism

O her

6. Enhanced Synthesis Paper Template



Use this to conplete the Enhanced Synt hesis Paper assignnent.

O her

Use this to assist with the Enhanced Synthesis Paper assignnent.

Lecture Note

Read Topic 7 Overvi ew.

Enhanced Synt hesi s Paper: Doctoral 210.0
Identity

Synthesis is the act of creating

sonmet hing new fromnul tiple existing
entities. Synthesis of research, then,
is creating a new idea from existing

i deas. Synthesis of research is not

a single innate skill. Rather, it

is a process |earned through tine

and practice. At the doctoral |evel,
witing is a continual process of
revision as learners inprove skills and
buil d subj ect matter experti se.

In Topic 5, you submtted a Synthesis
Paper and received both feedback
fromyour instructor and a grade for
your work. In this assignnment, you

wi | | expand upon your original paper

wi th additional research from outside
sources, incorporate feedback from your
instructor, and provide a reflection
section addressing your revision
process.

General Requirenents:

Locate the Synthesis Paper you

conpl eted in Topic 5.

Locat e and downl oad "Enhanced Synt hesis
Paper Tenpl ate" fromthe Course
Materials for this topic.

Locat e and downl oad "Enhanced Synt hesis
Paper Resources" fromthe Course
Materials for this topic.

Review the articles by Baker and Pifer
(2011), Gardner (2009), and Smith and
Hat maker (2014) located in the Course
Materials for this topic.

Thi s assi gnnment uses a rubric. Review
the rubric prior to beginning the
assignnment to becone famliar with the
expectations for successful conpletion.



Doctoral learners are required to

use APA style for their witing

assi gnnments. Review the GCU APA Style
GQuide for Witing located in the

St udent Success Center.

You are required to submt this
assignment to Turnitin. Refer to the
directions in the Student Success
Center.

Di rections:

Select and read two articles fromthe
Enhanced Synt hesi s Paper Resources |i st
| ocated in the Course Materials for
this topic.

Locate the Synthesis Paper you
conpleted in Topic 5. Using the

f eedback provided by your instructor
and information fromthe two additiona
articles you selected, wite an
Enhanced Synthesis Paper with

Refl ection (1,250-1,800 words). Include
the followi ng in your paper:

A Reflection (250-300 words) that

di scusses your revision process and
how you i ncorporated your instructor's
feedback into the revised version.
Simlar to the format of an abstract,
this section will receive its own page
following the title page and precedi ng
t he I ntroducti on.

An introduction that includes a brief
description of each article and its
purpose, identifies the three thenes

t hat energed from your reading,

descri bes how they will be discussed in
t he paper, and presents a clear thesis
st at enent .

Support for your identified thenes
with evidence fromeach article.
Provi de anal ysis of these findings to
strengthen your narrative.

A di scussion of the concl usions that
can be drawn when the articles are
taken together as a single entity. Wat
is the overall nessage of the group of
articles?

Module 7 DQ 1

Doctoral | earners becom ng researcher/
schol ars nmust be able to produce

6.

0



Gradable Itens Details Poi nt s Possi bl e

original, witten academ ¢ works and

to evaluate the calibre and originality
of their witing and the witing

of others. At the sane tine, al
research has its foundation in other
research. How can you as a doctora

| evel researcher bal ance produci ng your
own original research with recogni zi ng
and crediting the works you use as your
research foundation?

Di scussi on Module 7 DQ 2 6.0
Question GCU pl aces great inportance on academ c
integrity based in the Christian
wor | dview. How will you go about

utilizing sound habits and behaviors

to prevent plagiarism intentiona

or unintentional, in your coursework,
doctoral witing, and ultimtely your

di ssertation research? Wat tenptations
m ght doctoral students encounter that
woul d chal I enge their ethics? How does
your worl dvi ew i nfluence your adherence
to academc integrity?

Partici pation 18.0
Topi ¢ 8: The Doctoral Journey Duration: 7 days
Descri ption:

(bj ecti ves:

1. Articulate mlestones in the doctoral journey.
2. Evaluate opportunities to internalize and express a worl dvi ew.

Topic Materi al:
Text book

1. Find Your Purpose: The Path to a Successful Doctoral Experience

Read chapter 9.
O her

3. Literature Review Resources Tool
Use this to conplete the assignnent.

Lecture Note
4. Topic 8 Overview

Read Topic 8 Overview.

G adable Itens Details Poi nt s Possi bl e

Assi gnnent Literature Revi ew Resources 50.0
Successful conpletion of a doctora
di ssertation requires significant
anmount s of i ndependent readi ng on



the research topic. This allows the
doctoral |earner/researcher to becone
famliar with the scope of the topic
and to identify gaps or tensions within
the existing literature on the topic.
These gaps and tensions becone the
source of the dissertation research

In this assignment, you will read and
annotate potential sources in your

di ssertation field of interest. Those
denonstrating the nost nerit to the
best of your understanding of the topic
at this tinme should be added to your
Ref Works |ist for potential inclusion
inthe literature review section of
your dissertation.

General Requirenents:

Use the following information to

ensure successful conpletion of the
assi gnment :

It is strongly recommended that you
engage in this activity throughout
the duration of your program You will
be adding to this docunent to begin
building a runnnig literature review.

You will have five sources in your I|ist
by the end of this assignnent.
Instructors will be scoring your

subm ssi on based on the nunber of

uni que sources identified in the Iist
subm tted.

Downl oad the resource Literature Review
Resources Tool and use it to conplete
t he assi gnnent.

Doctoral learners are required to

use APA style for their witing
assignments. The APA Style Quide is

| ocated in the Student Success Center.
Refer to the resource, "Preparing
Annot at ed Bi bl i ographi es, " | ocated

in the Student Success Center, for
addi ti onal gui dance on conpleting this
assignment in the appropriate style.

Di rections:

Read at | east five enpirical articles
in your general dissertation field.
In the "Literature Revi ew Resources"
document, provide the follow ng for
each source:



The APA formatted citation.

A brief annotation of the key points of
t he source.
An i ndication of whether the source has
been added to (Y) or excluded from (N)
your RefWorks 1list.

Modul e 8 DQ 2

Looki ng back at Topic 1, how has your
di ssertation topic changed in the

| ast ei ght weeks? Looki ng ahead, how
will you build tine into your schedul e
to work independently to continue

to devel op your literature review

and uncover a gap in the literature
that you will
di ssertation? Discuss a thene or trend
you have noticed while conpleting your
Topic 8 assignnent. (This response does
not require research support.)

Module 8 DQ 1

In a doctoral
must assune the role of independent

r esear cher

in their

Al ong the way,

address with your

program a | earner

in order to becone an expert

respected field of study.

| earners will need

to identify a gap (an area of study
that needs to be researched) in order
to fornmul ate research question(s).

, Scanl on, and Pressley (2015)
detail ed the process a researcher takes
to produce a scholarly article. D scuss
how a review of literature contributes
to a doctoral

Kl i ngner

a | earner

identity by transitioning

into a scholar. As you nmake

your way al ong your doctoral |ourney,
ot her than conpl eti ng one course and
nmovi ng on the next, when and how w | |
you eval uate that you are growing as a
and as schol ar?

| ear ner

97.0
93.0
89.0
85.0

100.0
96. 99
92.99
88. 99

6.

6.

0

0

18.

0



Letter GPA Val ue M ni mum Maxi mum I nterpretation
G ade of Level of
Per f or mance

B- 81.0 84. 99
C+ 78.0 80. 99
C 76.0 77.99
F 0.0 75. 99
I 0.0 0.0
w 0.0 0.0

- 0.0 0.0

- 0.0 0.0
Pol i ci es

For student policies, please refer to the University Policy Handbook



