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The Disconcerting Nature of the Potential Impact of Fake News on the 2016 Presidential Election
 ‘Fake News’ is a term used to describe the phenomena where websites intentionally publish articles with incorrect information aimed at misleading, deceiving and tricking readers. Usually, through the enticement of eye-catching titles or sensationalized messages, these sites bait readers into clicking on their websites in order to generate advertisement revenue through internet traffic. 
This essay explores that phenomena and the unexpectedly substantial role it played in the 2016 Election of Donald Trump. Particularly noteworthy is an article in 2016, from a website claiming: “Pope Francis shocks the world by endorsing Trump.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first primary source used in this analysis is written by a publication called WTOE 5 News. It is a “fantasy” news website, and has explicitly stated so in its own words, yet, this article received five times more engagement, on the popular social media platform Facebook, than any New York Times article of 2016. [Silverman] It is important to contextualize the scale of this article, in terms of reach and engagement as well as its overarching presence and possible influence in the minds of voters during the heated Election Campaign.
Utilizing the Toulmin method of analysis, the article can be deconstructed and more carefully inspected to provide greater insights into the implications of the message conveyed in the grand scheme. Beginning with Data, the article opens by mentioning that “News outlets around the world are reporting on the news that Pope Francis has made the unprecedented decision to endorse a US presidential candidate.” [Pope Francis]. This quote, obtained from the article provides readers with a false sense of verification and seemingly accurate data to proceed from. The usage of the phrase “News outlets around the world” in particular provides a sense of accuracy and credibility. With most readers undoubtedly believing that if it is so widely reported, from many sources and many nations, it must be accurate and verifiable. 
The warrant presented through this article is that the Pope has made an unexpected statement, a statement that is so sensational that it is worthy to listen to and abide by. This thesis is backed and supported via the exploitation of many faithful Christians and furthermore this fabrication insinuates the feeling that since the revered religious leader is endorsing a certain candidate it would be unholy, even blasphemous to deviate and vote in other opposing direction. 
However, there is usage of qualifying vocabulary occasionally drizzled in the passage. Notably by the usage of the “hesitant” in the quote “I have been hesitant to offer any kind of support for either candidate” [Pope Francis]. The selection of the word ‘hesitant’ generally indicates some sort of restraint or careful consideration. This is in alignment with the description of a qualifier as per the Toulmin analysis. 
Be that as it may, there is no existence of a rebuttal in the remainder of the quote nor article. In fact, the fabrication is furthered by the publishers, with the following fake quote: “but I now feel that to not voice my concern would be a dereliction of my duty as the Holy See.” [Pope Francis Shocks World, Endorses Donald Trump for President]. This is yet another example where the publishers utilize the Pope’s religious standing to push a preconceived agenda and spew out inaccuracies to sway religious voters in an unethical and abusive manner. It is noteworthy that many Fake News article are targeted towards the conservative population. Fake News articles targeted towards liberals tend not to take off. [Sydell]
The other primary source used in this essay is from an organization known as Fact Check. Fact Check describes themselves as nonpartisan, nonprofit “consumer advocate” [FactCheck.org]. In evaluation of the source, Fact Check is a reliable organization, it simply monitors the factual accuracy of what is said in the world of US politics in all media forms. It does not provide commentary, analysis, opinion and subjectivity in its offerings. 
 Fact Check provides data and evidence contradicting the claims made in the WTOE 5 News article in the form of a Quote from the Pope: “I never say a word about electoral campaigns. The people are sovereign. I will only say: Study the proposals well, pray, and choose in conscience.” [Pope Francis]. This is in response to a question prompting him to advise conflicted Catholic voters who were indifferent in their support for Clinton and Trump. This is the underlying thesis of the article from Fact Check, it is merely a reporting of the relevant facts with the intention to disprove previous fabrications published by Fake News websites such as the one above. [Schadel]
Fact Check respectfully obeys the rules of scholarship and journalism by presenting the truth in an objective and non-misleading style. The warrant of this article is that it can be verified and trusted due to the fact that there is an abundance of data and evidence present to support any piece of information. In fact, Fact Check explicitly references that the WTOE 5 News platform is lacking in any substantial backing, expressed in the following quote, Fact Check mentions that “WTOE 5 News owns up to being a fake news website in its “about” page. “WTOE 5 News is a fantasy news website,” it says. “Most articles on wtoe5news.com are satire or pure fantasy.” [Schadel]
Proceeding with the Toulmin analysis, there is an absence of any qualifier statements in the Fact Check publication. In my opinion, this is because it is a purely objective piece of reporting. Often, qualifiers are in place to prevent sweeping declarations based on opinions and other conjecture. In this report, since Fact Check is merely reiterating and presenting facts alongside documented evidence, there is no presence of qualifying statements and by extension a rebuttal statement. The underpinning claim of the Fact Check report is that information presented in the WTOE 5 News article is incorrect, and this thesis is supported by referral of sources, evaluation of the original article’s basis and credibility and a sterling reputation it has cultivated over the years, by adhering to the beliefs of journalistic integrity. 
In spite of the subject matter being written about being identical, the presentation and by extension, integrity, of these two articles could not be more stark. Comparing the two sources, WTOE 5 News fabrication of the Pope’s quotes with respect to the Presidential election is incorrect and misleading. Whereas, the publication by the verifiable Fact Check is a response to the above article disproving its accuracy and condemning its incorrect message. An important conclusion to be drawn from this exercise is that, in the barrage of posts made on social networks a select few will see the light of day. Historically, the only way for this to occur, was for an established entity to report on a certain subject and this content would be, ‘liked’, ‘shared’, ‘retweeted’ to gain internet traction. However, nowadays traction is gained, through a sensationalized title, a deceptive thumbnail or even an emotional or spiritual trigger.
The latter is the approach WTOE 5 News used to entice and ultimately mislead plenty of people. As of yet, Facebook and Google, amongst other similar platforms, are working hard to prevent the spectre of Fake News articles influencing our thoughts and opinions, with minimal success. The Toulmin analysis is a very clear, structured and effective method of analysis – by helping the reader identify key aspects of an article such as the Thesis, Claim, Warrant and possibly Qualifiers and Rebuttals, it really enhances the level of understanding one can experience. All things considered, the impact of Fake News on our society and on global cataclysmic events such as the 2016 Presidential Election, is truly disconcerting. 

Works Cited
"Pope Francis Shocks World, Endorses Donald Trump for President." PoliticsForum. N.p., 10 July 2016. Web. 03 Feb. 2017. <http://politicsforum.online/pope-francis-shocks-world-endorses-donald-trump-president/>.
Schadel, Sydney. "Did the Pope Endorse Trump?" FactCheck.org. N.p., 24 Oct. 2016. Web. 3 Feb. 2017.
Silverman, Craig. "The True Story Behind The Biggest Fake News Hit Of The Election." BuzzFeed. N.p., 16 Dec. 2016. Web. 1 Feb. 2017. <https://www.buzzfeed.com/craigsilverman/the-strangest-fake-news empire?utm_term=.tkDLVk8qo#.nwnKA5kN3>.
Sydell, Laura. "We Tracked Down A Fake-News Creator In The Suburbs. Here's What We Learned." NPR. NPR, 23 Nov. 2016. Web. 13 Feb. 2017. <http://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2016/11/23/503146770/npr-finds-the-head-of-a-covert-fake-news-operation-in-the-suburbs>.

