
Ancient Greece and Rome - Activity 3. Expansion of 

Ancient Rome Territory 

*** If you have not gone through the preparation of this topic yet, please click here. *** 

*** The red circle(s) on the screen shots indicate the location of the tool or button you must use. *** 

1. In this activity, you can teach students how the territory of Ancient Rome has been changed over time.  

2. Click the link.  

The map layers were created based on maps in Dr. Shirley’s Web Courses, World History at YHS, and 

Wikimedia Commons. If you want to know about a layer, click here.  

3. This is the prepared map for this activity. Once the map is loaded, save this map in your Esri account using 

“Save.” 

 

4. Click the “Layers” tool on the left side of your map.  

 

5. This map consists of six different map layers including territory of BCE 270, BCE 146 (After the Punic 

Wars), BCE 44 (Death of Julius Caesar),  

CE 14 (Death of Augustus), CE 69 (Accession of Vespasian), and CE 117 (The reign of Trajan). We will make 

a graduated color map  of the territorial expansion of Ancient Rome over time.  

6. Currently, all six layers have the same color, so we need to change the color to visualize how Ancient Rome 

expanded its territory. We will use ColorBrewer which is an online tool for selecting good color schemes for 

maps. Go to ColorBrewer. However, if you do not have enough time, you can skip step #7 and #8, and jump to 

step #9 directly. In step #13, choose one color scheme, and simply select the lightest color for the oldest 

territory (BCE 270) and the most vivid color for the most recent territory (CE 117). 

http://www.colorado.edu/geography/cartpro/gisedu/ancient/ancient_prep.html
http://explorer.arcgis.com/?open=b74409c2026b47af983591c967321f56
http://www.drshirley.org/geog/geog18.html
http://worldhistoryatyhs.wikispaces.com/Rome
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_Republic_Empire_map_edited.gif?uselang=%3CLang%3E
http://support.esri.com/en/knowledgebase/GISDictionary/term/layer
http://support.esri.com/en/knowledgebase/GISDictionary/term/graduated%20color%20map
http://colorbrewer2.org/
http://www.colorado.edu/geography/cartpro/gisedu/ancient/ancient_a3.html#jump


7. Because we have six layers, choose 6 as the number of data classes. We will use a sequential data type, 

because we want to show how Rome’s territory expanded over time. As you can see, many color schemes are 

available. Pick one color scheme, and write down three numbers for each color, which are R (red), G (green), 

and B (blue). RGB is chosen as a default. Do not change RGB to other color systems.  

 

 

8. We will apply the lightest color to the oldest territory (BCE 270) and the most vivid color to the most recent 

territory (CE 117). 

 

 

 



9. Go back to ArcGIS Explorer Online. Let’s start with the BCE 270 layer. Click the details of the layer.  

 

 

10. In the “Layer Details” window, click “Configure” in the row labeled “Display.” 

 



11. Click “Current Symbol.” 

 

 

12. Change “Opacity” to 100, and click “Background Color.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Change the RGB numbers to the ones you wrote down earlier. If you skipped steps #7 and #8, choose the 

lightest color in one color scheme. Once you are done, click the arrow button to go back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14. Click the arrow in the “Symbol Style” window, and click “Done” in the “Configure Display” window. Then 

click the arrow in the “Layer Details” window.  

 

 

15. Follow the previous steps from #9 to #14 for the other five layers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



16. Your final map may look like the following: 

 

 

17. We will create a presentation to show in slides how Rome’s territory expanded over time. Click the 

“Presentation” tab.  

 

 

 

 



18. Click the center of the slide to add the first slide. 

 

 

19. Position the map in the center, and click “Layers.” 

 

 

 



20. Uncheck all layers except BCE 270, and add the title by clicking the title box. You can customize the title 

by clicking “Format Slide Title.”  

 

 

21. Add a new slide by clicking “New Slide.” 

 

 



22. Check the BCE 146 layer, and add a title.  

 

23. Repeat the steps from #21 and #22 for the remaining four layers. Keep saving the map frequently just in 

case something goes wrong.  

24. Once you are done, click “Start Presentation” to test your presentation. 

 

 



 Discussion questions  

o Compare and contrast the expansion of Alexander the Great’s empire and that of Ancient Rome.  

o What historical events occurred in each phase - BCE 146, BCE 44, CE 14, CE 69, and CE 117 ? 

o What were some of the reasons for this expansion? 

o What factors may have contributed to the fall of the Roman Empire?  

 

 Additional sources  

o 3D Ancient Rome (Google Earth) 

o Rome Project 

 

http://www.google.com/gadgets/directory?synd=earth&hl=en&preview=on&cat=featured&url=http://maps.google.com/maps/gx?oe%3Dutf-8%26output%3Dghapi%26q%3Dhttp://mw2.google.com/mw-earth-vectordb/gallery_website/en/Ancient_Rome_3D.kml&num=16
http://blogs.dalton.org/rome/

